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CHAP. 81 

day, including the building and repairing of jails, court-houses and appur
tenances, with the debts owed by their counties, and like estimates for the 
succeeding year, and after newspaper notice hold a public hearing thereon in 
the county, and the county tax for both said years shall be granted by the 
legislature separately at the same session.' 

Efrective August 20, 1951 

Chapter -81 

AN ACT Relating to Adoption of Persons. 

Be it enacted by the PeolJle of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 145, § 38, amended. Section 38 of chapter 145 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 38. Legal effect of adoption of child; descent of property. By 
such decree the natural parents are divested of all legal rights in respect to 
such child, and he is freed from all legal obligations of obedience and main
tenance in respect to them; and he is, for the custody of the person and 
right of obedience and maintenance, to all intents and purposes, the child 
of his adopters, with right of inheritance when not otherwise expressly 
provided in the decree of adoption, the same as if born to them in lawful 
wedlock, except that he shall not iriherit property expressly limited to the 
heirs of the body of the adopters, nor property from their ~ e;= col
lateral kindred by right of representation, and he shall stand in regard to 
lineal descendants of his adopters in the same position as if born to them 
in lawful wedlock; but he shall not by reason of adoption lose his right to 
inherit from his natural parents or kindred; and the adoption of a child 
made in any other state, according to the laws of that state, shall have the 
same force and effect in this state, as to inheritance and all other rights and 
duties ~ * *Et4 ffi .§e ~ ~ ~, ffi ea;;e #toe ~ ...e~ 
#terea#e-F ~ dOFnieiled ffi t~:i5 ~ as if said adoption had been made 
in this state according to the laws of this state. If the person adopted died 
intestate, his property acquired by himself or by devise, bequest, gift or 
otherwise before or after such adoption from his adopting parents or from 
the kindred of said adopting parents shall be distributed according to the 
provisions of chapter 156, the same as if born to said adopting parents 
in lawful wedlock; and property received by devise, bequest, gift or other
wise from his natural parents or kindred shall be distributed according to 
the provisions of said chapter 156 as if no act of adoption had taken place.' 

Effective Aug"ust 20, 1951 
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