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14 SUSPENSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY RATES 

CHAP. 16 PUBLIC LAWS, 1949 

Chapter 14 

AN ACT Relating to Fares Between the Westerly End of Peaks Island 
and Portland. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

P. L., 1927, c. 222, repealed. Chapter 222 of the. public laws of 1927 is 
hereby repealed. 

Effective August· 6, 1949 

Chapter 15 

AN ACT Relating to Chief Inspector of Utilities. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 40, § I, amended.· The 5th sentence of section I of chapter 40 of 
the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The commission shall appoint a clerk and, subject to the provisions of the 
personnel law, an assistant clerk att4 ftts8 e: ~ lfts1?eetoF ~ l:1tHities 
wft.o. ~ .a.e e: 1?Ffletiefll Fflilrofl8: Hi-fift !ift@, ~ 1?eFfoFffl: 5i:tefl, ~ ."., 

~ e@oHiffii55ioft ~ Feql:1iFe.' 
Effective August 6, 1949 

Chapter 16 

AN ACT Relating to Suspension of Public Utility Rates. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, the maintenance and efficient operation 
of public utilities services is of vital importance to the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; and 

Whereas, the determination of just and reasonable rates is essential to 
such maintenance and efficient operation, as well as to the pecuniary in
terests of the consumer; and 

Whereas, the present nation-wide inflationary trend in operating expenses 
has produced an unprecedented flood of rate cases requiring extensive in
vestigation by the public utilities commission; and 



CABOOSE-CARS USED BY RAILROADS 

PUBLIC LAWS, 1949 

15 

CHAP. 1'7 

Whereas, the present abnormal conditions require an extension of the 
suspension periods permitted for such investigations, in order that pro
posed rate increases may not become automatically effective without suf
ficient investigation; and 

Whereas, it is essential that such extension be made seasonably for ap
plication to certain sllspension periods currently in progress; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature, these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of the constitution of Maine and require the 
following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety, now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 40, § 34, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 34 of chapter 
40 of th~ revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Pending such investigation and order the commission may at any time 
within said period preceding the effective date of any such schedule, by 
filing with such schedule and delivering to the public utility affected there
by a statement of its reasons for said suspension, suspend the operation of 
such schedule or any part thereof, but not for a longer period than 3 months 
from the date of said order of suspension; provided, however, that if said 
investigation cannot be concluded within s~id period of 3 months said com
mission may in its discretion extend the time of suspension for a further 
period of ~ 5 months; and provided further, that nothing in this section 
contained shall apply to any schedule filed with the commission and pro
posing any change or changes in any new rate, joint rate, fare, rental, toll, 
classification, charge, rule, regulation or form of contract or agreement 
affecting the transportation of freight.' 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
act shall take effect when approved. 

Effectiye Februnry 24, 1949 

- Chapter 17 

AN ACT Relating to Caboose-cars Used by Railroads. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 42, § 72, amended. The last sentence of section 72 of chapter 42 
of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as fo11O'.vs: 


	11
	12
	13
	Laws1949_p0014
	Laws1949_p0015

