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forest fire wardens, and himself grant the permit asked for or forbid the 
granting of the same.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 85, § 56, amended. Section 56 of chapter 85 of the re
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

, 'Sec. 56. Inquiry to be made into origin of woodland fires. Municipal 
offieeFs forest fire wardens in towns shall proceed immediately to a strict 
inquiry into the cause and origin of fires within woodlands; and in all 
cases where such. fires are found to have originated from the unlawful act 
of any person, to cause the offender to be prosecuted without delay.' 

Sec. 3. R. S.,c. 85, § 57, amended. Section 57 of chapter 85 of the re
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 57. Municipal forest fire wardens to make report of any forest fire. 
The seleetffiefi municipal forest fire wardens of towns in which a forest fire 
of .~ ~ + e:a:e ffi any extent has occurred, within a month shall re
port to the forest commissioner the extent of area burned over to the best 
cif their information, together with the probable amount of property de
stroyed, specifying the value of timber, as near as may be, and the amount 
of cord-wood, logs, bark, Qr other forest product, fencing, bridges, and 
buildings that have been burned. They shall also report the causes of 
these nres, if they can be ascertained, and the measures employed and 
found effective in checking their progress. Blanks for such reports shall 
be furnished by the forest cDmmissioner at the expense of the state.' 

Effective August 13. 1947 

Chapter. 82 

AN ACT to Validate the Use of Check Marks in Elections. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec .. I. R. S., c. 4, § 22, amended. Section 22 of chapter 4 of the re
yised statutes is hereby amended to. read as follows: 

'Sec. 22. Ballots, how made up; order of offices; names to be in alpha
betical order; printing, color, and size of ballots. Every ballot which shall 
he printed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall contain 
the names and residences of all candidates whose nominations have been 
duly proposed hereunder for any office specified in the ballot, and not with
drawn in accordance herewith, and the office for which they have been 
severally proposed through the nomination papers filed as aforesaid, and 
shall contain no other names. The order of offices· shall be the same as 
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in the regular September election, except that when nominations for United 
States senators are to be made, that office shall :appear first on the ballots. 
The name of each person for: whom as a. candidate for nomination a valid 
nomination has. been filed. shall be printed on the ballot in but: one place. 
The names of the candidates for nomination to each office shall be arranged 
under the designation of the office in alphabetical order, accordiIlg to sur., 
names. The list of candidates upon each ballot shall, be arranged inI 
column, except that when more than I column is necessary, an equal.num
ber of names, as near as may be, shall appear in each column. There shall 
be left at the end of each list of candidates for nomination to each office a 
blank space or spaces, in which the voter may \"rite or paste the name or 
names of any person or persons not printed on the ballot for .whom he de
sires to vote as a nominee or nominees for such office, the number of blank 
spaces so left to be equal to the number of nominees to be selected for such 
office. The ballot shall be printed so as to give eacH voter a clear oppor
tunity to designate his choice for candidates' for nomination by making a 
cross eX) or a check mark (\l) at the right of the name of each candidate 
he wishes to vote for as a nominee to each office; and on the ballot shall 
be printed such words as will aid the Voters to do this, "Vote· for one," 
"Vote for two," and the like. At the top of the ballot there shall be 
printed in capital letters, "make a cross eX) ora check mark (V) in the 
square at the right of the name of the person you wish to vote for. Fol
low directions as to the nuniber of candidates to be marked for each office. 
Add names by writing or pasting stickers in blank spaces and mark a 
cross eX) or a check mark (V) atthe right of .such names. Do not erase 
names."The ballots shall' be printed 011 tinted paper, of a separate tint 
for each political party, white. for the party casting the highest vote for 
governor at the last preceding state e1ectio~,yellow for the 2nd highest, 
blue for the 3rd highest, green for the 4th highest, other colors for others 
if any, and brown for specimen or sample baUots. They shall be of uni
form size for all political parties and folded before distribution in marked 
creases so as to be of uniform length and width and to conceal the interior 
contents. All ballots furnished to any mJIlicipality . by the secretary of 
state, as required by law for use at any primary election, shall beprinted 
upon the outside so that "Official Nominating Ballot," the polling place 
for which the ballot is prepared, the date of the primary eledion and the 
facsimile signature of the secretary of state shall appear on . all sides of 
the folded ballot.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 4, § 28, amended. Section 28 of chapter 4 of the re
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 28. Certain sections of chapter 5 as to voting applicable. Except 
as modified or superseded by sections IS to 50 of this chapter, sections 34 



158 TO VALIDATE THE USE OF CHECK MARKS IN ELECTIONS 

OHAP. 82 PUBLIC, 1947 

to 40, inclusive, of chapter 5 shall apply to primary elections, except, how
ever, that in designating ·his choice of candidates the voter shall mark a 
cross (X) or a check mark (\I) in the square at the right of the name of 
each person for whom he desires to vote, and the voter, if desirous of vot
ing for any person whose name is not printed upon the ballot, may do so 
by writing or pasting such name or names in the blank spaces left therefor 
and marking a cross (X) or a check mark (\I) at the right of such name 
01: names.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 5, § 5, amended. Section 5 of chapter 5 of the. revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 5. What the ballot shall contain and how printed; size of ballot. 
Every general ballot or ballot intended for the use of all voters, which· shall 
be printed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, shall contain 
the names and residences, ward residences in city elections, of all candi
dates whose nominations for any office specified in the ballot have been duly 
made and not withdrawn in accordance herewith,. and the office for which 
they have been severally nominated, and shall contain no other names 
except that in case of electors of president and vice-president of the United 
States, the names of the candidates for president and vice-president may 
be added to the party or political designation. The names of candidates 
nominated by an:y party shall be grouped together upon the ballot. Above 
each group shall be placed the name of the political party by which the 
candidates comprising such group were placed in nomination, or the po
litical designation as described in the certificates of nomination, or nomina~ 
tion papers, under a square. Below the name of each candidate for any 
office in any group there shall be left a blank space in which the voter 
may write the name of any person for whom he desires to vote as a candi
date for such office; at the right of each name and at the right of the blank 
space above provided for, there shall be left a blank square in which the 
voter may make a cross mark (X) or a check Il).ark (\I). If only I person 
be nominated by any party, or under any political designation, his name 
with the office for which he is a candidate shall be printed by itself under 
the name of such party or political designation. Whenever the approval of 
a constitutional amendment or other question is submitted to the vote of 
the people such question or questions shall be printed upon a separate 
ballot. The ballots shall be so printed as to leave a blank space above 
such amendment or question so as to give each voter a clear opportunity to 
designate by a cross mark, (X), or a check mark (\I), therein, his answers 
to the questions submitted, and on the ballot may be printed such words as 
will aid the voter to do this as "yes," or "no," and the like. The ballot 
shall be not less than 4 inches in width and not less' than 6 inches in 
len~h. Before distribution, the ballots shall be so folded in marked 
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creases that their width and length wh~n folded shall be uniform. On the 
back and outside, when folded, shall be printed "Official Ballot for," fol
lowed by the designation of the voting place for which the ballot is pre
pared, the date of the election, and a facsimile of the signature of the city 
clerk who has caused the ballot to be -printed. All ballots furnished to 
any municipality by the secretary of state, as required by law for use at 
any state election, shall be printed upon the outside so that "Official Ballot 
for," the designation of the voting place for which the ballot is prepared, 
the date of the election, and the facsimile of the signature of the secretary 
of state shall appear on all sides of the folded ballot. Except as otherwise 
herein provided, ballots for use in elections of senators and representatives 
to the congress of the United States, state and county officers, and senators -
and representatives to the state legislature shall be printed upon clean 
-white paper and ballots to be used in elections as to constitutional and 

I 

referendum questions submitted to the vote of the people shall be printed 
upon tinted paper, the color or tint of which may be determined by the 
secretary of state, without any distinguishing mark or figure thereon. 
Wherever a cross (X) has heretofore been required, including referendum 
elections held pursuant to private and special acts, a cross (X) or a check 
mark (V) shall both be valid.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 5, § 35, amended. Section 35 of chapter 5 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 35. How voter shall prepare ballot; manner of voting. On receipt 
of his ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving the enclosed 
space, retire alone to one of the voting shelves or compartments and shall 
prepare his ballot by marking in the appropriate place a cross eX) or a 
check mark (V) as follows: He may place such mark within the square -
above the name of a party group or ticket, in which case he shall be deemed 
to have voted for all the persons named in the group under such party or 
designation. If the voter shall desire to vote for any person or persons, 
whose name or names are not printed as candidates in such party group or 
ticket, he may erase or draw a line through any name or names which are 
printed therein and place a cross (X) or a check mark (V) in the square 
at the right of the name of the candidate of his choice in any other party 
group or ticket. Or, as an optional method of voting, the voter may omit 
the cross eX) or the check mark (V) in the party square and place a 
cross eX) or a check mark (V) in the blank square at the right of the 
name of each candidate he wishes to vote for. If the voter wishes to vote 
for a candidate whose name is not on the ballot, he may write the name 
under the name of the candidate erased or through whose name he has 
drawn a line. Or, if the voter does not desire to vote for a person or per
sons whose name or names are printed upon the party group or ticket, he 
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may erase.ordraw a line through such name or names with the effect that 
the ballot shall not be counted for such candidate or candidates. Stickers 
shall not be·counted unless used to fill a vacancy or correct an error in the 
printed ballot. In case of a question submitted to the vote of the people, 
he shall place such mark in the appropriate mClrgin above the answer which 
he desires to give .. Before leaving the voting shelf or compartment, the 
voter shall fold his ballot without displaying the marks thereon, in the 
same way it was folded when received by him, and he shall keeQ the same 
so folded until he has voted. Before leaving the enclosed space he shall 
deposit his ballot in the box with the official indorsement uppermost, and in 
case he has' received a ballot containing a question submitted to the people, 
he shall deposit it likewise at the same time. He shall mark and deposit 
his ballot without undue delay, and shall quit the enclosed space as soon 
as he has voted. No voter shall be allO\ved to occupy a voting shelf or 
compartment occupied by another, or' to remain within the enclosed space 
more than 10 minutes, or to occupy a voting shelf or compartment for 
more than 5 minutes in case all of such shelves or compartments' are in use 
and other voters are waiting. N o voter not an election officer or an election 
clerk, whose name has been checked on the list by the ballot clerk, shall 
be allowed to reenter the enclosed space during the election. The presiding 
election officer or officers, for the time being, shall enforce the observance 
of the provisions of this section.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 5, § 40, amended. Section 40 of chapter 5 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

,'Sec. 40'. : When ballot shall not be counted. If a voter marks more 
names .for any '1 office than there are persons to be elected to such office, 
0.1' if for any reason it is impossible to determine the voter's choice for an 
office to be filled, his ballot shall not be counted fo.r such office. No ballot 
without the official indorsement shall, except as herein otherwise provided, 
be allowed to be deposited in the ballot-box, and none but ballots provided 
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall be counted. Ballots 
not counted shall be marked defective on the back thereof, and shall be 

. preserved, as required by s~ctiori 39. No' marks, other than those author
ized by law, shall be placed upon the ballot by the voter; but no ballot, 
aher having been received by the election officers, snaIl be rejected as de
fect.ive because of marks, other than those authorized by. law, having 
been placed upon it by the voter, unless such marks are deemed to have 
been made with fraudulent intent, and no ballot shall be rejected as de
fective because of any irregularity in the fornl of the cross or the check 
mark in the square at the h~ad of the party column unless such irregularity 
is deemed to hav~been intentional and made with a fraudulent purpose.' 

Sec. 6. ·R. S., c. 80, § 52, amended. Section 52 of chapter 80 of the' 
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revised statutes is hereby amended by striking out the 10th sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following: 

'The ballots shall be so printed as to give each voter a clear opportunity 
to designate by a cross (X) or a check mark (V) in a square at the right 
of the name and designation of each candidate, his choice of candidates 
and his answer to the question submitted, and in the ballot may be printed 
such words as will aid the voter to do this, as "vote for one," "vote for 
three," "yes," "no," and the like.' 

Effective August HI, 1947 

Chapter 83 

AN ACT Relating to Disposal of Poll-taxes Collected in Unincorporated 
Places. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 5, § 64, amended. The last sentence of the 3rd paragraph of sec
tion 64 of chapter 5 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

'The remainder of the poll-taxes collected, if any, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of state ~ ~ ~ -i:heffi ~ 4:e ~ ~ ~ far 4e 
CllFFcnt ~ for deposit in the general fund.' 

Effective August 13, 1947 

Chapter 84 

AN ACT Relating to Trial Justices. 

Repealed by P. L. 1947, c. 262, §3. 

Chapter 85 

AN ACT Relating to Penalty fOI Failure to Report After ;M:otor Vehicle 
Accidents. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. I3, § 6, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 6 of chapter 13 
of the revised statutes, as repealed and replaced by chapter 306 of the 
public laws of 1945, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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