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PRIVATE AND SPECIAL, 1945 CHAP. 142 

Chapter 142 

AN ACT to Incorporate the Town of West Gardiner School District . 

. Emergency preamble. Whereas, the school buildings which house the 
common schools of the town of West Gardiner are inadequate and unsafe; 
and 

Whereas, it is imperative that action be taken at the earliest possible 
moment to relieve these conditions; and 

Whereas, to remedy these conditions construction must be commenced 
immediately; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of section r6, part third, article IV of the consti
tution of Maine as enacted by article XXXI, and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. Town of West Gardiner School District, incorporated. Subject 
to the provisions of section 7, hereof, the inhabitants of the town of West 
Gardiner shall constitute a body politic and corporate under the name of 
the "Town of West Gardiner School District" for the 'purpose of acquiring 
land within the said town for school purposes; and erecting, equipping 
and maintaining on said land a school building; with the right to lease or 
let said property to said town; all for the benefit of the inhabitants of said 
town. 

Sec. 2. How managed. All the affairs of said district, as are herein 
provided shall be managed by a board of trustees composed of 3 members 
who shall be elected as is hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. Trustees; how chosen; organization; compensation. All the 
affairs of said district as are herein providt;d shall be managed by a board 
of trustees composed of 3 members who shall hold office for the period of 
3 years from the date of their appointment except as hereinafter provided 
for. Three trustees shall be chosen by the municipal officers of the town 
of West Gardiner as soon as may be after the passage of this act as herein
after provided. Removal from the town of \\iest Gardiner by any trustee 
shall ipso facto vacate his office. Vacancies upon the board of trustees 
occurring because of expiration of the official term· of 3 years, removal 
from town, resignation, death or any cause shall be filled by the municipal 
officers of the town of West Gardiner in the same :manner m which the 
original board was chosen. 
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The members of the board as soon as ,convenient after they have been 
chosen as above provided, shall nl"eet "upon call of one of their number after 
such reasonable notice ·ashe. shall deemcproper. At the first meeting the 
trustees so appoint~d shall determine by lot the term of office of each 
trustee ~o that 1 trustee shall retire each year a:n.d the term of office of the 
first trustee t~:~,x:pir:e sl;all end at the clos!:! .of~ th~ ll1unicipal year of the 
town of \iVestGardiner f~llowing the acceptance of this act, And there
after the term of office of a trustee shall expire and his successor shall be 
elected by the -legal' voters of vVesfGardirier at the close of e"ach "municipal 
year of said town. They shall th~nelect from their melnbership a presi
dent, clerk, and,treasurer, adopt a corporate seal and do all .other acts, 
~atters 'and thin:i;' necessary to . perfect their' o;ganization... Thus' organ
ized, the trustees shall have the right and authority to employ such officers 
ahdagehts as they miydeeih' riecessdry for the proper conduct arid man-
agerrient . of th~: affairs of' t1~'e district: •. , 

. Thetr~stees shall serve witllout .conlpensatiOll e~cept the treasurer may 
receive' for his services an ariioi.111tto b:e f'Lxed'bj 'the: board ol.trustees n~t 
to exceed $IOO per year. The treastii-er ~haii"give":aboncit6 the district 
in such sUlI\. anti with such quretie!i as the tnistees may determine, whiCh 
bond shall be deposited with _ the president. The exp.ense of such bond 
shali be paid;bltfl~ :di~trlct:'Tfie:t~easurer's salary, bond premium; and 
all expenses' 'o(ibe dishih;~llail be paid from the' i~nds. ?f 'the d{strict.· At 
the' close 6fthe fiscil')iear'the trl1"stees~hall'ri~ak~1idetailedr"eport of the~r 
doin:gs; of th'e finanda"l' Iconditibribfsliid distt1d;<"1.11d tile" 'physi~al condi:' 
tioiFof 'said sdiocii' bi.lilcling;an~als6 stIch other matfers :and things per
tairiing:to'-sircV21is'thc~as shaiI 's'hh\" thi inhabitants thereof'iio,\v's;;'id .tt-us-:
tees are' fui'fiUi'rtg the :duties and obligations: of their trust; said teports to 
be made, attested to and filed with the municipal officers of said tovfn.· 

:li'Set:. 4.' Row fuiance'&' . To ptbcllJ.'e: funds for'the Plirpose's" of'thisact 
"alid;'suC!l bthe~'expense as rnaY' be necessary £oi'the ca:rr};"ing;~ut of sai'd. 
purposes, the said district is hereby:atithori~ed toisslle:its bbncl'; atid;'not~s, 
but ~ha)l not in<;:.11,[ <l total inqebt<;!dness exceeding the s1l,m ·of $3°,000. ,'Each 
bond' shall have inscribed upon its face the .words: "Town of West Gan"
diner School District" and shall bear interest'cat such rates as the "trustees 
.;:;1)all detennill(~; payable semi-annually .. Said bonds may be issued to 
mature serially or made to. run for such periods as said trustees may deter .. 
mine, but none of which shall run for a longer period than· 30 ,years. All 
notes or bonds issued by said district shall be signed by the treasurer and 
countersigned by the president of· the district, and if .c01,l.pon bonds are 
issued each coupon shali be attested by a facsimile· signature ·of thepresi.,. 
dent and treasurer printed thereon. Th<;! said'district is hereby authorized 
and empowered to. enter into. such an agreement with. the: federal govern
ment or any corporation or board authorized by. the federal goYerninent 
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to':loan"rooney or otherwise assist in the financing of'suchprojeds, 'as this 
cschool:distrid is authorized to carry out. ' 

,: ~ec. q., S,iIWing fUnd~ In case sa,id' bonds are ~ade to run for a period 
!?i,yea:r;s:a sinking fund shall be established by the trustees of. said district 
for the purpo~e of redeeming said bonds when they pecome due, and not 
less than 2% of the total cost of the school building an'd its appu~tenances, 
and th'e expenses incidental to the carrying out 6fthe purposes of this act 
'shall be added to'said sinking fund each year, 'which may be deposited in 
'a'savings bank within the state' arinitYbe invekted in any 'United State's 
Govetninent, bonds, state bo~ds b'r the bonds of any political subdi-J-ision 
thereof as thetrtist~es may determine, Whenever any bonds issued by said 

'district become due or can' be purchased by said trustees' on favorable 
h!nns, said' trustees shall, if stifficientfunds have accumulated in said SInk
ing fUnd, redeetrr br purchase said bonds, and cancel thein. In no case'shall 
'bOIids sci canceW!d; or redeemed be reissued., In case the amount in th'e 
'sinking tund 'shall 'not be' sufficient to pay the total amount of the bonds 
-falling due at any :o'ne tirrie,'authority to issue new bonds, sufficient tare
'deem so m'any bfsaid; bonds, as cannot be redeemed from thesiUking fund 
,isli~reby :gra.nted to saId distriCt but in no case shall new bonds run be-
'yond 36~ years froIri'thedate,oi'the original issue. " .': 

. ~ :~~'l':~~ :.... . I.! :' ; .;, 

Sec. 6. Provisions"-ior sinking' fund.:,' The trustees of 'the' "Tnwn 'of 
West Gardiner School District" shall determine, the sum to be paid an
Atially, ,i~tb ~he siillii~g ,f~rid, tir, i~j~ebonds :a~~hori~,~<;l by thi~ '~ct' ,~,hall 
'pe issued fo mature 'seriallyWh~f'afuount is requited each yeci,r to meet 'th~ 
" """, ",] , "" I, ',"","'"'''' , ,,' , ' 
b(mdsfallirigdu~, and \'{hat stirn, is required' each year to m~et'the interest 
:9ii'~ailb6nd~'"o~ other obiigatibrt~,':aridother 'necessaryeipehse's in the 
'di'!lttict,'ai1d:~haii' each 'year tl~~rea.ft'et, 'befqr~ the' 'ist: day btAp~il, i~k;t;e 
:i~k~r '~~fnlnt:,#i t!hes~in~ ,f~PA\ ,'as the' Warrci~f; :bf, tq~ state' t~~a~uie~ 'f()r 
't;j..Xes, 'withprcip~i changes, to:'the assess,ors ·of. the toWn of ,We!ltGardiner, 
,:. ," ~ : . . . '"t .. . . -:,-. . . -. :", ':. ".... . . "'. (: ". . '.'" ). .. .j .' ,. -:~ • " • 

'teq uiring them' to assess th'e svm sb determined, upon the taxable ppllsand 
~k'tkte~' :Withinsilid' 'district; ~~d 'tocon:up,it .their 'a~sesstiteriitci th:e . cQh~gble 
o~ ccili~~tof M t~~es of~aid . tb~ 'of ,\;\rest Gardirier, \vho'sl~~ll ha~~all 

>., . i" ; . " ": .:.;:.... l .. ; ,', .:. . ;' .' '. • • '.' " •• './ • ...: "." '. '.' • : i-.t.,.~· ... 

'alitho'rityand ,powerS-to, cO,Uec;tsaid taxes as is v\!.st~d py law tac9ll~ct 
',#~.t~, ~ciUIltY 'ihd m4hi~ipJl tci:fe~.,:Qn 6rb:eford:h~: 31st day'q£ b~cemD,e"r 
'bf{he y~~r j~ ;~4ich siiid ta;: is ':so'"le';ied' fhe 'treasurei', of s'aid to\m ~ha.ll 
:pay th:~' 'am:d~t, pf the . tax SQ' a,?ses~ed, ag~i~stsaid~ distriCt fo 'tli~ treasl:!rh 
'o{,~~id' distdc( Ii( the' ca~e 'of,the failiire cit't the; 'part 6f tp~ tre'asqfer 
of'th{t6~n to 'pays'aid ~hm,orin the caseofhis failtire to ph ~nyp~rt 
thereof on or before said 3ISt day of Deceu{bet ofthe"year'in whicli 'said 
tax is so levied the treasurer'of said district may issue his warrant for the 
amount of said tax or so much thereof as shall then remain unpaid, to the 
sheriff of Kennebec county, requiring him to levy by distress and sale on 
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real and personal property of any. of the inhabitants of said district, and 
the sheriff or either of his deputies shall execute said warrant except as is 
otherwise provided herein. The same authority as is vested in county of
ficials for the collection of county taxes, under the provisions of law, is 
hereby vested in the trustees of sai!i district in relation to the collection of 
taxes within said district. 

Sec. 7. Provisions for termination of the board of trustees. At such 
time as the school building shall have been completed, equipped, and occu
pied by pupils of said district and the board of trustees of the district 
shall have discharged all of its principal obligations and the property of 
said district shall be free and clear of all indebtedness the board of trustees 
shall automatically cease to function and all the duties,management, care 
and maintenance shall revert to the school board of the town of West Gar
diner or such other board as may, at that time, have jurisdiction over sim
ilar school property, and then the president and treasurer shall cause to be 
executed, signed and delivered, a good and sufficient deed of all the prop
erty in said district, to the town of West Gardiner. All money, if any re
maining in the treasury of the board of trustees at the time it ceases to 
function, shall be given to the town treasurer of the town of West Gardiner. 
This money shall be used only for school purposes and shall be kept sep
arate from all other money until authorized by the selectmen of the town 
of West Gardiner to be expended as hereinbefore stated. 

Emergency clause; effective date of act; referendum. In view of the 
emergency recited in the preamble hereof this act shall take effect when 
accepted and approved at a meeting of the legal voters of the territory 
embraced within the limits of said district, specially called and held for the 
purpose not later than 4 months after the approval of this act. Such 
special election shall be called, advertised and conducted according to law 
relating to municipal elections, provided however, that the selectmen in the 
town of West Gardiner shall not be required to prepare for posting or the 
town clerk to post' a new list of voters, and for the purposes of registra
tion of voters, said selectmen shall be in session the 3 secular days next 
preceding such election. The town clerk shall reduce the subject matter 
·of this act to the following question: "Shall the act to incorporate the 
Town- of West Gardiner School District be accepted?" and the voters shall 
indicate by a cross placed over the words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of 
the same. The result in said district shall be declared by the municipal 
officers of the town of. West Gardiner and due certificate filed by the town 
clerk with the secretary of state. ' 

Effective July 19. 1946 
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