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ASSESSMENT OF INHERITANCE TAXES 

Chapter ·170 

AN ACT Relating to Fees for Licenses. 

177 
CHAP. 171 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

License fees may be reduced or suspended. Whenever there is accumu­
lated, or shall hereafter accumulate, in the state treasury to the account of 
any board or commission charged with the duty of issuing licenses for the 
conduct of any profession, trade or business, sums of money in excess of 
the amount required properly to cover the expense of performing the duties 
imposed upon such board or commission in connection with the granting 
of such licenses and the supervision of persons licensed, said board or com­
mission with the approval of the governor and council may suspend the 
payment or reduce the amount of any license fees fixed by statute for any 
renewal until in the opinion of such board or commission it shall be neces­
sary to collect the full amount thus established by law. 

Appro"l'ed April 6, 1939. 

Chapter 171 

AN ACT Relating· to the Assessment of Inheritance Taxes. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

P. L., I933, c. I48, § 28, amended. Section 28 of chapter I48 of the public 
laws of I933 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 28. Commissioner to determine amount of tax; procedure. The 
commissioner shall determine the amount of tax due and payable upon any 
estate or part thereof and shall certify the amount so due and payable to 
the persons by whom the tax is payable. Such determination and certifica­
tion may be made upon account of the tax payable upon the estate generally 
or upon account or in full for any part thereof or any interest therein. 
Payment of the amount so certified upon account shall be a discharge of 
the tax to the extent of said certification and upon subsequent determination 
and certification of the full amount of the tax payable upon the estate 
generally or upon any interest therein or part thereof, payment of the full 
amount of said tax shall, except as hereinafter provided, be a discharge of 
the tax. In determining the amount of any tax under this act, the commis­
sioner shall not be required to consider any payments on account of debts, 
funeral expenses or expenses of administration which have not been 
allowed by the probate court having jurisdiction of said estate. The amount 



178 .JAn.. AUDITORS 

CHAP. 173 

paid on account of federal estate taxes shall be allowed as a deduction in 
resident or nonresident estates. If after detennination and certification 
of the full amount of the tax upon an estate or any interest therein or 
part thereof the estate shall receive or become entitled to property in addi­
tion to that shown in the inventory or disclosed to the commissioner, the 
executor, administrator, trustee or other fiduciary shall forthwith notify 
the commissioner who shall upon being thus or otherwise informed deter­
mine the amount of additional tax, if any, due and payable thereon and 
shall certify the said amount to the person by whom such tax is payable, 
which arpount shall be due and payable 30 days from the date of the certi­
fication; provided, that a· fiduciary shall be personally liable to pay only 
so much of said additional tax as is computed on the additional property 
actually received by him and that a beneficiary receiving any part of such 
additional property shall be liable to pay so much of the tax thereon as is 
not chargeable as aforesaid to a fiduciary.' 

Approved April 6, 1939. 

Chapter 172 

AN ACT Relating to Reports to Towns of Excise Tax Payments. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

P. L., I933, c. I66, repealed. Chapter 166 of the public laws of 1933 is 
hereby repealed. 

Approved April 6, 1939. 

Chapter 173 

AN A CT Relative to Jail Auditors. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 94, § 38, amended. Section 38 of chapter 94 of the revised stat­
utes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 38. Commissioners to furnish supplies for jails; not to be inter­
ested parties; bills and accounts to be audited. The county commissioners 
of the several counties shall, without extra charge or commission to them­
selves or to any other person, procure all necessary supplies, including 
necessary food, fuel, bedding, and clothing for the jails and the prisoners 
therein to be furnished and purchased under their direction and at the ex-
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