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CHAP. 216

Chapter 216

AN ACT to Provide for Annual Audits in Cities, Towns, Plantations and
Village Corporations.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S.; c. 5, § 97, amended. Section 97 of chapter 5 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting
in place thereof the following section:

‘Sec. 97. Annual audit of cities, towns, plantations and village corpora-
tions provided for. The municipal officers of every city, town, plantation
and village corporation in the state shall have, on or before September 3oth,
1938, an audit of its accounts covering the last complete municipal year
prior thereto, and shall cause subsequent audits of its accounts to be made
annually .thereafter, and the parties making said audits shall have access
to all necessary papers, books and records. Said audits shall be made
either by the state department of audit or by qualified public accountants.
The term “qualified” as here used shall be construed to mean that said audit
shall be conducted by an accountant or auditor whose competency shall be
approved by the state auditor. Whenever any city, town, plantation, or
village corporation shall have said audit made by a qualified public account-
ant, instead of the state department of audit, the city, town, plantation, or
village corporation clerk shall immediately, upon the employment of such
qualified public accountant file the name and address with the state depart-
ment of audit, and such qualified public accountant shall, within 10 days
after making the report of the audit and recommendations to said city, town,
plantation or village corporation file a certified copy theréof with the state
department of audit on forms which said state department of audit shall
prescribe, which said form shall provide for a uniform classification of
accounts. Any failure on the part of a qualified public accountant to fulfill
the provisions of this section shall result in a new audit to be made by the
state department of audit. It shall be the duty of the state department of
audit to see that the provisions contained herein are carried out, and if any
city, town, plantation or village corporation fails.to make provision for an
audit of its accounts within the prescribed time, then the state department of
audit shall cause said audit to be made.

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 5, § 98, amended. Section 98 of chapter 5 of the re-
vised statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting
in place thereof the following section:

‘Sec. 98. State uniform system may be installed; state department of
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audit may approve systems. Cities, towns, plantations and village cor-
porations shall adopt and have installed an adequate accounting system
approved by the state department of audit on or before the beginning of
its municipal year next after December 31st, 1937; provided, that account-
ing systems now in use and approved by the state department of audit
may be continued.’

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 5, § 102, amended. Section 102 of chapter 5 of the
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 102. State department of audit to furmish schedules for uniform
reports; to collect information pertaining to municipal affairs. The state
atditer department of audit shall asswals furnish to the auditer or ether
aeeonnting offcer of each iy, towsn, or willage corperstien availine
stve sebedules qualified public accountant auditing the accounts of any
city, town, plantation, or village corporation in accordance with the pro-
visions of section g7, forms so arranged as to provide for uniform reports
and all payments classified by ebjeets, for s last fiseal year: a state-
& statement of assets and lLiabilities ot the close of the fiseal year. The
state auditer and said department of audit may shall in 2l eases swhere
eities, towas and village corperations shall avail themselves of the bene-
fits of seetions minety-ceven to one hundred six imelusive prescribe stand-
ard forms intended to promote the systematic accounting of financial trans-
actions and the publication of same in the report of the city, town, plantation
or village corporation and it shall be the duty of the officers of all cities,
towns, plantations and village corporations to keep and render to the state
department of audit in the manner and form prescribed by said department
accounts of all business transacted. e It shall collect from the proper
local authorities such other information pertaining to municipal affairs as in
kis its judgment may be of public interest. Al accounting and other
officials and custodians of public money of cities, towns, plantations or
village corporations shall fill out properly and return promptly to the state
department of audit all schedules transmitted by it to them.’

SecWAr R. S, c. 5, § 106-A, additional. Chapter 5 of the revised stat-
utes is hereby amended by adding a new sectlon to be numbered sectlon
106-A, and to read as follows : :

‘Sec. 106-A. Penalty. Any pubhc oﬁiCIal Who wolates any of the pro-
visions of sections 97 to 106, inclusive, of this chapter, or neglects or refuses
to perform any duty therein-imposed shall .be deemed giilty of a misde-
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meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more

than $100, and such conviction shall be deemed cause for his removal from
office.’

Approved April 21, 1937.

Chapter 217

AN ACT Relating to Outdoor Advertising.
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

P. L., 1935, ¢. 163, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 163 of the public
laws of 1935 is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 3. Fees. The fees for such permits shall be $1 for each panel,
bulletin or sign the area of which does not exceed 100 square feet, and $2
for each panel, bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 100 square feet
but does not exceed 300 square feet, and $3 for each panel, bulletin or sign
the area of which exceeds 300 square feet but does not exceed 400 square
feet, and $4 for each panel, bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 400
square feet but does not exceed 6oo square feet, and $5 for each panel,
bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 600 square feet but does not ex-
ceed goo square feet payable annually i advanee, exeept that the fee for
suek pemel, bulletin oF sign as shall be required to be reloested as else-
swizere provided im this aet skall met be payable untidl se relecated.
A fee shall be paid for each side of each panel, bulletin or sign used or
intended to be used for advertising, and each panel, bulletin or sign of
a series shall require a permit and the payment of a separate permit fee,
e aforesaid fees o be in liew of all ether +axes upon eack panel, bulle-
tin or sign. All fees for such permits shall be payable annually in advance.’

Approved April 21, 1937.

Chapter 218

AN ACT Relating to Exemptions from Taxation.
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:
R. S, c. 13, § 6, amended. The 1st sentence of paragraph numbered

ITT of section 6 of chapter 13 of the revised statutes is hereby amended
to read as follows:
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