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Chapter 216 

247 

CHAP. 216 

AN ACT to Provide for Annual Audits in Cities, Towns, Plantations and 
Village Corporations. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 5, § 97, amended. Section 97 of chapter 5 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: 

'Sec. 97. Annual audit of cities, towns, plantations and village corpora­
tions provided for. The municipal officers of every city, town, plantation 
and village corporation in the state shall have, on or before September 30th, 
1938, an audit of its accounts covering the last complete municipal year 
prior thereto, and shall cause subsequent audits of its accounts to be made 
annually.thereafter, and the parties making said audits shall have access 
to all necessary papers, books and records. Said audits shall be made 
either by the state departme'ntof audit or by quaIi:fied public accountants. 
The term "qualified" as here used shall be construed to mean that said audit 
shall be conducted by an accountant or auditor whose competency shall be 
approved by the state auditor. Whenever any city, town, plantation, or 
village corporation shall have said audit made by a quaIi:fied public account­
ant, instead of the state department of audit, the city, town, plantation, or 
village corporation clerk !)hall immediately, upon the employment of such 
quaIi:fied public accountant file the name and address with the state depart­
ment of audit, and such quaIi:fied public accountant shall, within 10 days 
after making the report of the audit and recommendations to said city, town, 
plantation or village corporation file a certified copy thereof with the state 
department of audit on forms which said state department of audit shall 
prescribe, which said form shall provide for a uniform classification of 
accounts. Any failure on the part of a qualified public accountant to fulfill 
the provisions of this section shall result in a new audit to be made by the 
state department of audit. It shall be the duty of the state department of 
audit to see that the provisions contained herein are carried out, and if any 
city, town, plantation Or village corporation fails to make provision for an 
audit of its accounts within the prescribed time, then the state department of 
audit shall cause said audit to be made.; 

Sec. 2. R~ S., c. 5, § 98, amended. Section 98 of chapter 5 of the re­
vised statutes is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting 
in place thereof the following section: 

'Sec. 98. State uniform system may be installed; state department of 
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audit may approve systems. Cities, towns, plantations and village cor­
porations shall adopt and have installed an adequate accounting system 
approved by the state department of audit on or before the beg!nnihg of 
its municipal year next after December 31st, 1937; provided, that account­
ing systems now in USe and approved by the state department of audit 
may be continued.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 5, § 102, amended. Section 102 of chapter 5 of the 
revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 102. State department of audit to furnish schedules for uniform 
reports; to collect information pertaining to municipal affairs. The state 
ttttEl~ department of audit shall aflflually furnish to the auditor ffi' etfrer 
accouflti1'1g effi.eei:: '* eaeft e¥Ey, ~, ffi' ~ cOFporatio1'1 availing 
~ '* #l:e fretteR-i5 '* sections ninety seT,-en -is ette hU1'1dFed ~ ffie±.u-
5f¥.e schedules qualified public accountant aUditing the accounts of any 
city, town, plantation, or village corporation in accordance with the pro­
visions of section 97, forms so arranged as to provide for uniform reports 
Fetarns ~ detailed statements '* iH+ receipts clElssified :ey sources, 
mtEl iH+ payme1'1ts classified :ey obj ects, 4et: f.ts. hr5'E fi.s.cttl yetl:Fi fr 5'ts:te­

ffieftt '* #l:e ~ deM Sh07,-i1'1g #l:e purpose 4et: ~ eaeft *em '* #l:e 
tfefrt ¥ffi5. created frfT4 #l:e PFOT,-isio1'1 i'f1:i:l:4e 4et: #l:e j3~ thereof; ftofffi 
fr 5'ta-teffi€ffi '* fr55et5 frfT4 liabilities -at 4e ~ '* 4e fi.s.cttl~. :;Rre 
5-te:te ttttElitor and said department of audit i'f!ttJ" shall ffi iH+ eft5-C5 ~ 

a.ties, ~ frfT4 ~e cOFporatio1'1s 4ttH fr¥fri± themseh-e5 '* 4e b-ette­
fi-i5 '* sectio1'1s ffiflety se7,-e1'1 -is ette h.U1'1dre4 ~·iflclusi;-e prescribe stand­
ard forms intended to promote the systematic accounting of financial trans­
actions and the publication of same in the report of the city, town, plantation 
or village corpor.ation and it shall be the duty of the officers of all cities, 
towns, plantations and village corporations to keep and render to the state 
department of audit in the manner and form prescribed by said department 
accounts of all business transacted. He It shall collect from the proper 
local authorities such other information pertaining to municipal affairs as in 
ffi5 its judgment may be of public interest. All accounting and other 
officials and custodians of pub,lic money of cities, towns, plantations or 
village corporations shall :fill out properly and return promptly to the state 
department of audit all schedules transmitted by it to them.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 5, § 106-A, additional. Chapter 5 of the revised stat­
utes is hereby amended by adding a new section to be numbered section 
106-A, and to read as follows : . . 

. . . . . 

'Sec. 106-A. Penalty. Any publiccofficjal who violates anY of the .prQ" 
visions of sections 97 to 106, inclusive, of tlii~ chapter, or neglects or refuses 
to perform any duty therein" imposed shall. be deemed guilty of a misde-
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meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a :fine of 'not more 
than $100, and such conviction shall be deemed cause for his removal from 
office.' 

Approved April 21, 1937. 

Chapter 217 

AN ACT Relating to Outdoor Advertising. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

P. L., 1935, c. 163, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 163 of the public 
laws of 1935 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 3. Fees. The fees for such permits shall be $1 for each panel, 
bulletin or sign the area of which does not exceed 100 square feet, and $2 
for each panel, bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 100 square feet 
but does not exceed 300 square feet, and $3 for each panel, bulletin or sign 
the area of which exceeds 300 square feet but does not exceed 400 square 
feet, and $4 for each panel, bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 400 
square feet but does not exceed 600 square feet, and $5 for each panel, 
bulletin or sign the area of which exceeds 600 square feet but does not ex­
ceed 900 square feet j3iryttl3±e ftftttlffil-ly ffi adYanee, ~'i; ~ ae *e ~ 
~ fJirfiet, £J~ 6i' 5f.gfio irS ~ he Tec:.ltffi.e4 ;j;e fle i'eloea'i;ed irS el5e­
~6Te j3f'8TfEle4 ffi e:i5 trH 5ffi~1 fi'04; be fJiry-fts±e ~ 58 i'eloea'i;ed. 
A fee shall be paid for each side of each panel, bulletin or sign used or 
intended to be used for advertising, and each panel, bulletin or sign of 
a series shall require a permit and the payment of a separate permit fee, 
ae -afere5-a-td fe.e.5 ;j;e 'se ffi 1iett ~ frY eae-F ~e5 '1:'lfJeft €ftffi 'IHHTet, ~ 
;j;ffi ~F 5tgn.. All fees for such permits shall be payable annually in advance.' 

Approved April 21, 1937. 

Chapter 218 

AN ACT Relating to Exemptions from Taxation. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 13, § 6, amended. The Ist sentence of paragraph numbered 
III of section 6 of chapter 13 of the revised statutes is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
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