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SEIZURE OF GAt"\iE 

Chapter 131 

AN ACT Relating to Seizure of Game. 

149 

CHAP. HI 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 38, § 96, amended. Section 96 of chapter 38 of the revised stat
utes, as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 96. Seizure and disposition of game and equipment for violation 
of law. All birds, fish, gttffle er e-#ter wtM or ~-em:ffig animals, or 
parts thereof, hunted, bought, sold, carried, transported, or found in pos
session of any person, er €-erfloration in violation of the provisions of this 
chapter, or any boat, car, conveyance or equipment used or possessed ffi 
hunting, ~flffig er fi4ffig in violation of the provisions of this chapter, 
shall be contraband and shall be forfeited to the state. And in all cases 
where a warden may ~ find birds, fish, gttffle er e-#ter wtM or ffir
.s-em:ffig: animals, or parts thereof, or any boat, car, conveyance or equip
ment used or possessed in violation of the provisions of this chapter ffi 
hun::ing, ~flffig er fi4ffig, he may seize the same without a warrant, 
and keep them in some safe place for a reas.onable time ~ J:re €ttft flf8-
eure su4 'warrant, 

"\iVhen any birds, fish, girffle er e-#ter wtM or 4ur--l3ettrffig: animals, or 
parts thereof, or any boat, car, conveyance or equipment used ffi luu:ttil1g' 
or possessed ffttj3flffig: er fi4ffig are seized as provided in the preceding 
paragraph, ii'Il:tl: ir wttFFttfi't ffi' ~, the officer who made such seizure, 
in ease e4 reasenahle 4e-uSt existing: tt5 -te ~ 6'\¥l1ershifl ef ~ articles, 
shall within reasonable time file with tfte a m.agistrate ~ wfrem, ~ 

',,;arrant fflreturnaMe a libel against such birds, fish, girffle er e-#ter wits, 
or f~-em:ffig animals, or parts thereof, or any boat, car, conveyance or 
equipment used or possessed in violation of the provisions of this chapter 
(except that articles' of less than $IO in value shall not be libeled unless 
reasonable doubt exists as to the ownership thereof) in £i.u.fttffig, 'ffitpflffig 
€rr €5'!'ti::g, setting forth their seizure by him, describing such birds, fish, 
gttffi-e er .~ ~ or ~g: animals, or parts thereof, or any boat, 
car, conveyance or equipment i:t5es, ffi £i.u.fttffig, ~ffig er ~g, and 
that they were hunted, taken, caught, killed, used or had in possession in 
";'iolation of the provisions of this chapter, and pray for a decree of for
feiture thereof, and such magistrate shall thereupon fix a time for the 
hearing of such libel, and shall issue his monition and notice of the same, 
to all persons interested, citing them to appear at the time and place ap
pointed and show cause why said birds, fish, gttffle' er e-#ter wtM or ffir
.seaFing: animals, or parts thereof, or any boat, car, conveyance or equip-
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ment used or possessed ffi h:l1ntiHg, ~ffi:g er ~g should not be de
clared forfeited, by causing a true and attested copy of said libel and moni
tion to be posted in2 conspicuous places in the town or place where such 
birds, fish, gttm~ er ~ wi±El or ~MF beariHg animals, or parts thereof, 
or any boat, car, conveyance or equipment used ffi. ~g, ~ffi:g or 
possessed €5ftffig were seized, or in such place or places as is ordered by 
the magistrate, IO days at least before the day to which said libel is return
able. Copies to be served on common carriers. 

In case the magistrate finds that the birds, fish, ~ er ~ w:f.l.9, or 
ffir-bett:Fing: animals, or parts thereof, seized, wiII be unsuitable for food 
(or other use) at the day to which said libel is returnable, he shall order 
the officer making the seizure to dispose of the same; and the officer so 
disposing of the same shall, in case of sale, hold the proceeds of said sale 
subject to order of the court for decision as to the right of the claimant, if 
any appear, to said birds, fish, g-aliTe er ~ w:f.l.9, or Htt--B~ animals, 
or parts thereof. If the magistrate finds the claimant, if any appear, is not 
entitled to said birds, fish, ·gil-liTe er ~ w:f.l.9, or f11.r...G~ animals, or 
parts thereof, the officer making such seizure shall turn over to the magis
trate the proceeds of such sale, and such magistrate shall forward the pro
ceeds thereof to the commissioner in the same manner as is provided by 
section 99 of this chapter. 

1£ nO claimant appears, such magistrate shall, on proof of notice as afore
said, declare the same forfeited to the state. If any person appears and 
claims such articles, or any part thereof, as .having a right to the posses
sion thereof at the time when the same were seized, he shall file with the 
magistrate such claim in writing, stating specifically the right so claimed, 
and the foundation thereof, the items so claimed, the time and place of the 
seizure and the name of the officer by whom the same were seized, and in 
it declare that they were not hl1Hted, ~, cal1ght, *ifl.e4, used or had in 
possession in violation of the provisions of this chapter, with his knowledge 
or consent i%5 -aHeg~4 ffi 5ffi4 ~ -aHEl mOHitioH, and also state his busi
ness and place of residence .and shall sign and make oath to the same.before 
said magistrate. If any person so makes claim, he shall be admitted as a 
party to the process; and the magistrate shall proceed to determine the 
truth of the allegations in said claim and libel, and may hear any pertinent 
evidence offered by the libelant or claimant. If the magistrate is, upon 
the hearing, satisfied that said birds, fish, ~ er ~ w:f.l.9, or ~ 
b~ animals, Or parts thereof, or any beffi, €ttF, ~ er equip
ment used in hl1HtiHg or possessed .ffttf>j3ffig er 4i5ftffig were not h11fited, 
~, €-tt11gM, i.~, used or had in possession in violation of the pro
visions of this chapter, and that the claimant is entitled to the custody of 
any part thereof, he shall give him an order in writing, directed to the 
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officer having the same in custody, commanding him to deliver to said 
claimant the articles, or proceeds derived from the sale of the same, to 
which he is so found to be entitled, within 48 hours after demand. If the 
magistrate finds the claimant entitled to no part of said articles so seized, 
he shall render judgment against him for the libelant for costs, to be taxed 
as in civil cases before such magistrate, and issue execution thereon, and 
shall declare said articles forfeited to the state. The claimant may appeal 
and shall recognize with sureties as on appeals in civil causes from a magis
trate. 

The forms herein set forth, with such changes as adapt them for use in 
cities, towns, and plantations, are sufficient in law, for all cases arising 
under the foregoing provisions, to which they purport to be adapted; and 
the costs to be taxed and allowed for the libel, shall be 50 cents; for enter
ing the same, 30 cents; for trying the same, $1; for a monition, 50 cents; 
for posting notices and return, $1; order to restore or deliver, 25 cents; 
executing the order 50 cents; and 10 cents per mile for all necessary travel. 

Form of Monition and Notice 

STATE OF MAINE 

"County of .................. : ..... , ss. 

(L. S.) To all persons interested in ................................. " 
(here insert the description of the birds, fish, ~ffie, ~ or ftff bearing 
animals, or parts thereof, or boats, cars, conveyances or equipment used 
or possessed in violation of the provisions of chapter 38 of the revised 
statutes, as revised ffi J,:;,~, 4Fa:J3pffig er ftsffi.n.g as in the libel.) 

"The libel of. ... , ........... , ... , hereunto annexed, this day filed with 
me ....................... , esquire, a trial justice, judge or recorder of a 
municipal court, in and for said county, shows that he has seized said 
articles, because" (insert as in the libel,) "and prays for a decree of for
feiture of the same according to the provisions of law in such case made 
and provided. 

You are, therefore, hereby notified thereof, that you may appear before 
me, the said justice, judge or recorder, at. ............................ , 
in said county, On the.-........... day of. ............ , 19 ... , and then 
and there show cause why said articles should not be forfeited. Given 
under my hand and seal at. ..................... , on the ............. . 
day of ........................ , in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred .......................... . 

Trial Justice, Judge Or Recorder." 
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Form of Libel 

STATE OF MAINE 

"County of .................... , ss. To .................... . 

a trial justice, judge or recorder of a municipal court, in and for said 
county: 

The libel of ........................ of .......................... , 
shows that he has, -8)" ~ &f tt v;anant .ffitl.y ffl.s.treEt eft the ........... . 
~~ ....................... , A.~. +§j ..... , &y ................... , 
e5qtffi:e, tt 4riir± ~, ~ er recorder ~ tt ffit1l1ieipal ~ ffi ttfiEt ~ 
~ ~, seized certain birds, fish, ~ wilEt or ~-earffig animals, 
or parts thereof, or certain boats, cars, conveyances or equipment used or 
possessed in violation of the provisions of chapter 38 of the revised stat
utes, as revised, ffi ftunting, ~ffig, er ~g, described as follows: 
....................... " (here follows a description of articles seized,) 
"because the same were hunted, taken, caught, killed, used or had in pos-
session in violation of the provisions of this chapter, as follows: ........ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . " (here follows statement alleging the particular violation or 
violations of the fish and game laws for which said articles were seized,) 
"which said articles were kept and deposited at ....................... " 
(describing the place) "in the said county of ......................... . 
Wherefore he pray for decree of forfeiture of said articles, according to 
the provisions of law in such case made and provided. 

Dated at. ....................... , in said county, this ............. . 
day of. ............. , in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred ......... . 

(Signed) .............................. " 

Approved April 8, 1937. 

Chapter 132 

AN ACT Relating to Fraternal Beneficiary Societies. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 61, § 32, amended. Section 32 of chapter 6r of the revised stat
utes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 32. Fraternal beneficiary societies may insure· cIiildren· between 
ages of I and 18; schedule of benefits permitted. Any fraternal beneficiary 
society, authorized to do business in this state and operating on the lodge 
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