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718 PROVIDE FOR A BOND ISSUE. 

CHAP . .203 

Chapter 203. 
RESOLVE Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for 

a Bond Issue, the Proceeds to be Disbursed for the Relief of Condi­
tions Threatening the Peace, Health and Safety of the Inhabitants of 
the State or Political Subdivisions Thereof. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of the legislature 
concurring, that the following amendment to the constitution of this state 
be proposed: 

Article IX, constitution, amended. Article IX of the constitution:is 
hereby amended by adding thereto the following section: 

'Sec. 20. Bond issue to be disbursed for emergency relief. The state 
under proper enactment of the legislature may issue its bonds not to ex­
ceed the amount of $2,000,000 payable within IO years, at a rate of interest 
not exceeding 5% per annum, payable semi-annually, the proceeds to be 
disbursed directly, or by loans to cities, towns and plantations, to be ex­
pended or as reimbursement for expenditures for the emergency relief of 
conditions threatening the peace, health and safety of the inhabitants of 
the state or any political subdivision thereof, and for no other purpose. 
Said bonds shall be designated "Loan for Emergency Relief", and when 
paid at maturity or otherwise retired, may be reissued for such purposes 
only.' 

Article IX, § I4 of the constitution; relating to state debt limit, amended. 
Section 14 of said Article IX, as amehded by articles XXXV, XLI, XLII, 
XLIII, and XLV, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. I4. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned 
in any case. The credit of the state shaH not be directly or indirectly 
loaned in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, 
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any 
one time, exceed etgM ffi:tft4refl 4:housans, dollars $2,000,000, except for 
the purposes of building state highways, intrastate, interstate and inter­
national bridges; to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for the 
purposes of war; to provide for the payment of a bonus to Maine soldiers 
and sailors in the war with Germany; or for the purposes of building and 
maintaining public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port 
facilities in the state of Maine; or for the emergency relief of conditions 
threatening the peace, health and safety of the inhabitants of the state 
or any political subdivision thereof; but this amendment shall not be con­
strued ,to refer to any money that has been, or may be deposited with 
this state by the government of the United States, or to any fund which 
the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.' . 
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Article XXII of the constitution; relating to municipal debt limit, 
amended. Article XXII of the constitution as amended by article XXXIV 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'No city or town having less than 40,000 inhabitants, according to the 
last census taken by the United States, shall hereafter create any debt or 
liability, which singly, or in the aggregate, with preVious debts or lia­
bilities shall e..xceed 5% of the last regular valuation of said city or town; 
that cities having a popUlation of 40,000 or more, according to the last 
census taken by the United States, may create a debt or liability which 
singly or in the aggregate, with previous debts or liabilities, shall equal 
7~% of the last regular valuation of said city, that cities of 40,000 in­
habitants, or over, may, by a majority vote of their city government, 
increase the present rate of 5% by 3~ of 1% in anyone municipal year, 
until, in not less than 10 years, the maximum rate of 7~ % is reached, 
that any city failing to take the increase in anyone municipal year then 
the increase for that year is lost and no increase can be made until the 
next year as provided above, and that the adoption of this article shall 
not be construed as applying to any fund received in trust by said city 
or town, nor to any loan for the purpose of renewing e..xisting loans, or 
for war, or to loans from the state for emergency relief, or to temporary 
loans to be paid out of the money raised by taxes during the year in which 
they were made.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the as­
sessors of the several plantations of this state, are hereby empowered and 
directed to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and 
plantations to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and hold­
ing biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and 
representatives, on the 2nd Monday in September following the passage 
of this resolve, to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed in 
the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
legislature providing for the raising of the state debt limit, for excepting 
loans from the state from the municipal debt limit and for the issuance 
of bonds, the proceeds of which are to be disbursed directly or by loans 
to cities, towns and plantations for the emergency relief of conditions 
threatening the peace, health and safety of the inhabitants of the state 
or any political subdiVision thereof, and for no other purpose?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by 
ballot on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes" 
upon their ballots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon 
their ballots, and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and de-
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clared in open ward, town and plantation meetings, and return made to 
the office of the secretary of state in the same manner as votes for gov­
ernor and members of the legislature and the governor and council shall 
count the same and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in faVor of the amendment, the governor shall 
forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation and the amendment 
shall thereupon as of the date of said proclamation become a part of the 
constitution.' . 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the secretary 
of state shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plan­
tations ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve 
accompanied by a copy thereof. 

Approved March 31. 1933 

Chapter 204. 

RESOL VE In Favor of the City of Old Town. 

Old Town reimbursed for tuition furnished to the members of the Penob­
scot tribe of Indians. Resolved:. That there be, and hereby is, appro­
priated, to be paid to the city of Old Town, the sum of $I860 to reimburse 
the said city for tuition furnished to the members of the Penobscot tribe 
of Indians attending the Old Town high school during the school years 
1929-30, I930-3I, and I93I-32; said 'amount to be used as an offset against 
any accounts due the state of Maine from the city of Old Town. . 

Approved March 31, 1933 

Chapter 205. 

RESOL VE, Authorizing the State Highway Commission to Convey Certain 
Property of the State. 

Resolved: That the state highway commission be and hereby is author­
ized to' convey in the name of the state all its interest in and to the prop­
erty, both real and personal, conveyed to it by the Winterport Ferry Com­
pany by its deed and bill of sale dated April 12, A. D. 1932, and also all 
its interest in and to the property, both real and personal, conveyed to it 
by the Bucksport and Prospect Ferry Company by its deeds and bill of 
sale dated June IS, 1932; said properties being the same acquired by the 
state under the provisions of section II of chapter 126 of the private and 
special laws of 1929 relative to the construction of the Waldo-Hancock 
bridge. 

Approved March 31, 1933 
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