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CHAP. 121

Chapter 121.

AN ACT to Amend an Act to Redraft the Charter of the City of Biddeford.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, chapter 66 of the private and special
laws of 1933 being an act entitled “An Act to Redraft the Charter of the
City of Biddeford” was duly approved on March 29, 1933; and

‘Whereas, certain serious questions have been raised as to the effective-
ness and meaning of said act which until eliminated will cause confusion
and obstruct the orderly administration of the affairs of the city and be
most injurious to its welfare and that of its citizens; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer-
gency within the meaning of section 16, of Article XXXI of the consti-
tution of Maine, and require the following legislation as immediately neces-
sary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety, now,
therefore, : A

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Ratification. Chapter 66 of the private and special laws of 1933
being an act entitled “An Act to Redraft the Charter of the City of Bidde-
ford” shall be deemed to have taken effect go days after its approval, to
wit, June 28, 1933, without formal acceptance by vote of the voters of
the city or otherwise, and all acts purporting to have been done or per-
formed under authority of said chapter 66 including the election held on
December 4, 1933, are hereby ratified, confirmed and validated. '

Sec. 2. P. & S. L., 1933, c. 66, § 23, amended. Section 23 of chapter
66 of the private and special laws of 1933 is hereby repealed and the
followmg enacted in place thereof:

‘Sec. 23. Flscal year. The mumcipal, ﬁnancial and fiscal year shall
commence on the 1st Monday of January and terminate on the 1st Monday
of January following.’

_Sec. 3. P. &. S. L., 1933, c. 66, § 6, amended. Section 6 of chapter 66
of the private and special laws of 1933 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

‘Sec. 6. Finance committee; budget; report. On the Ist Monday of
January, annually, or as soon thereafter as conveniently possible, the
mayor shall nominate a finance committee consisting of 2 members of
the city council subject to the confirmation of the remaining members
of said board and of which committee the mayor shall be a member ex-
officio. It shall be the duty of the finance committee, on or before the
1st day.of March of each year, to report to the city council a budget of



AMEND CHARTER OF THE CITY OF BIDDEFORD. - 161
: CHAP. 121

proposed expenditures of all the various departments of the city govern-
ment, including the school department, fire department, police department,
street department, pauper department, and all other principal or subor-
dinate departments of the city, including a contingent fund. Such budget,
with such modifications as a3 shall be made by the city council, shall be
the basis for the annual appropriations for the ensuing sear current
municipal, financial and fiscal year. No department or officer of the city
government shall have authority to contract any debt or liability for the
city in excess of the appropriation made by the city council for the depart-
ment sought to be charged, provided, however, that before the annual
appropriations vote shall have been passed the city council may make ap-
propriation for current departmental expenses chargeable to the appropria-
tion, when passed, for the current fiscal or municipal year, to an amount
sufficient to cover the necessary expenses of the various departments until
said annual appropriation vote is in force. After the annual appropriations
have been passed, no subsequent expenditures shall be authorized for any
object unless provision for the same shall be made by a special transfer
from the appropriation of another department, contingent fund or other
source of income, or by expressly creating therefor a city debt, but no debt
shall be created unless the resolution authorizing the same is passed by the
affirmative vote of 2/3 of the entire city council voting by yeas and nays.
No department, official or agent of the city shall have any authority to con-
tract any indebtedness against the city for supplies and materials, without
first making requisition for such necessary supplies and materials to the fi-
nance committee of the said city and receiving its approval therefor, and
any attempted indebtedness or contract incurred in contravention hereof
shall be null and void ab initio as to the city. The city council shall not vote,
assess or appropriate any money for any object or purpose for which towns
are not authorized to vote, assess or appropriate money, except for such
purposes as are authorized by this act. Neither the city council nor any
officer of the city shall have the authority to make any contract or do any-
thing binding the city or imposing upon the city any liability to pay money,
until a definite amount of money shall have been appropriated for the liqui-
dation of all pecuniary liability under said contract, and the amount of said
appropriation shall be the maximum limit of the liability of the city under
any such contract ; said contract to be, ab initio, null and void as to the city
for any other or further liability.’

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble this
act shall take effect when approved.

Approved Decamber 16, 1933.
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