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306 INSANE; PE;RSONS. 

CHAP. 232 

labor and industry and state factory inspector shall receive an annual 
salary of two thousand dollars; the commissioner and the deputy state 
factory inspector shall also receive their actual traveling expenses.' 

Approved April 4, 1919. 

Chapter 232. 
An Act Additional to Chapter One Hundred and Forty-five of the Revised Statutes, 

Relating to the Commitment, Observation and Care of Insane Persons. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. Commitment of persons of unsound mind for observation. If 
a person is found by two physicians qualified as examiners in insanity, to 
be in such mental condition that his commitment to an institution for the 
insane is necessary for his proper care or observation, he may be com
mitted by any judge or any other officer authorized to commit insane per
sons to either of the state hospitals for the insane, under such limitations 
as the judge may direct, pending a determination of his insanity. 

Sec. 2. Voluntary patients may be received at state hospitals for insane; 
release on request. The superintendent in charge of either of the state 
hospitals to which an insane person may be committed, may receive and 
detain therein, as a boarder and patient, any person who is desirous of 
submitting himself to treatment and who makes written application there
for, and whose mental condition in the opinion of the superintendent or 
physician in charge is such as to render him competent to make the appli
cation. Such superintendent shall give immediate notice of the reception 
of such voluntary patient to the board of state hospital trustees .. Such 
patient shall not be detained for more than ten days after having given 
notice in writing of his intention or desire of leaving the institution. The 
charges for support of such a voluntary patient shall be governed by the 
laws or rules applicable to the support of an insane person in such insti
tution. 

Sec. 3. Proceedings as to commitment of patients for temporary 0 b
servation; removal of patients when treatment unnecessary and formal 
commitment when necessary; expenses, how met. The superintendent of 
either of the state hospitals, to which an insane person may be legally 
committed, may, when requested by a physician, a member of the board 
of health, a health officer, a police officer of a city or town, receive and 
care for as a patient in such institution for a period not exceeding fifteen 
days, any person who needs care and treatment because of his mental 
condition. Such request for admission of a patient shall be in writing 
and filed at the institution at the time of the reception of the patient, to
gether with a statement in a form prescribed or approved by the board 
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of state hospital trustees, together with a statement glV111g such informa
tion as said board may deem appropriate. Such a patient who is deemed 
by the superintendent not suitable for such care, shall upon the request 
of the superintendent be removed forthwith from the institution by the 
person requesting his reception, and if he is not so removed, such person 
shall be liable for all reasonable expenses incurred under the provisions 
of this act, on account of the patient, which may be recovered by the 
institution in an action of contract. Such superintendent shall cause every 
patient to be duly committed according to law, provided he shall not sign 
a request to remain as a voluntary patient or to be removed therefrom 
before the expiration of such period of fifteen days. All reasonable ex
penses incurred for the examination of the patient, for his transportation 
to the institution and for his support therein, shall be allowed, certified 
and paid according to the laws providing for similar expenses in the com-
mitment and support of the insane. . 

Sec. 4. Appointment of specialists for care of temporary patients; de
partment of community service, organization and duties of; superintend
ents of hospitals for insane, etc., to co-operate with other state institu
tions; dissemination of knowledge as to mental diseases; expenses of 
department. Every state institution, to· which an insane, feeble-minded 
or epileptic person may be committed, shall appoint a physician experi
enced in the care and treatment of such persons, also the necessary assist
ants to such physician and shall organize and administer under his direc
tion a department for community service in the district served by the 
institution. The duties of said department shall be: 

First: The supervision of patients who have left the institution with 
a view to their safe care at home, suitable employment and self support 
under good working and living conditions, and prevention of their relapse 
and return to public dependency. 

Second: Provision for informing and advising any indigent person, 
his relatives or friends and the representatives of any charitable agency 
as to the mental condition of any indigent person, as to the prevention 
and treatment of such condition, as to the available institutions or other 
means of caring for the person so afflicted, and as to any other matter 
relative to the welfare of such person. 

Third: Whenever it is deemed advisable the superintendent of the 
institution may co-operate with other state departments such as health, 
education, charities, penal, probation, etc., to examine upon request and 
recommend suitable treatment and supervision for 

(a) Persons thought to be afflicted with mental or nervous disorder. 
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(b) School children who are nervous, psychopathic, retarded, defective 
or incorrigible. 

(c) Children referred to the department of juvenile courts. 

Fourth: The acquisition and dissemination of knowledge of mental 
disease, feeble-mindedness, epilepsy and allied conditions, with a view to 
promoting a better understanding and the most enlightened public senti
ment and policy in such matters. In this work the department may co
operate with local authorities, schools and social agencies. 

The necessary expenses of said department shall be paid from the gen
eral maintenance of the institution, subject to the approval of the board of 
state hospital trustees. 

Approved April 4, 1919. 

Chapter 233. 
An Act Additional to Section Fifteen of Chapter Six of the Revised Statutes, Relating 

to Inspection and Recount of Ballots Cast at Primary Elections. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Inspection of primary ballot; governor and council may correct record 
to accord with facts. The clerk of each city, town or plantation shall 
permit any candidate or his agent to inspect the ballots cast at any primary 
election after the same have been returned to him, under such reasonable 
regulations or restrictions consistent with the right of inspection as will 
secure every· ballot from loss, injury or change in any respect. Such in
spection shall be permitted only after .written notice by said clerk to the 
town or ward officers who signed the returns of said election and to the 
other contesting candidates, sufficient to enable them to be present in per
son or by agept at said inspection. After each inspection the packages 
shall be again sealed and the fact .and date of inspection noted on the 
package. Upon written application filed with the secretary of state within 
ten days after the returns are opened and tabulated, alleging that the return 
or record of the vote cast in any town does not correctly state the vote 
as actually cast in such town, and specifying the offices as to which such 
errors are believed to have occurred, the secretary of state shall direct 
such clerk to forward to him forthwith the ballots cast in said town. The 
governor and council in open meeting shall examine the ballots cast in 
said town, and returned to the secretary of state, and if such return or 
record is found to be erroneous the return shall be corrected in accordance 
with the number of ballots found to have been actually cast in said town; 
but no such examination of the ballots shall be made without reasonable 
notice to all candidates upon the ballot for the offices specified in the 
application as to which such errors are alleged to have occurred, stating 


