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DBER-SEA A;,{D SHORE FISHERIES. 

An Act relating to close time for Deer in certain counties. 

Be it ellacted by' the S'cnale alld HOllse of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follovvs: 

Nothing contained in "An Act to amend section twenty-one 
of chapter thirty of the revised statutes, as amended by chap
ter forty-two of the public laws of eighteen hundred and ninety
nine, relating to the taking of deer in Septel11'ber for food pur
poses, and relating to non-residents going upon the wild lands O'f 
the state" shall be construed to repeal so much of section tvventy
one of chapter forty-two of the public laws of eighteen hundred 
and ninety.-nine, aud acts amendatory thereto, as relates to deer 
in the counties of York, Cumberland, Androscoggin, Sagadahoc, 
Knox, Lincoln, VI/a I do and Kennebec. 

Approved March 22, 1901. 

An Act to consolillate, allll simplify, the laws pertaining to Seft and Shore Fish
-ories, as containec1 in Chapter forty of the Revisec1 Statutes, and in amendments 

and adclitions thereto. 

Be it enacted by the Sel/ate alld H oltse of Representatives in 
I.e gislaturc assembled, as follows: 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, shall appoint a commissioner who shall have general 
supervision of the sea and shore fisheries and shell fish regulated 
by this act and shall hold his office for three years and until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of sea 
and shore fisheries to exercise supervision over all the fisheries 
and their products taken from tide waters within the state, 
induding the proper enforcement of all laws relating to the 
catching, packing, curing-, manufacturing, branding and trans
portation of all kinds a f pickled, salt, smoked, fresh, canned, 
frozen shell, or otlH'r fish. 

Section 3. The commissioner is herehy required to make a 
detailed biennial r('port ill the month of December, showing- the 
amount ()f capital invested in, number of men employed in, value 
of products of, and any other information that he may be able 
to obtain relating to the sea and ~hore fisheries. 

Section J. The salary of the commission('r of sea and shore 
fisheri('s is hereby fixed at one thousand dollars per annum. 
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Section 5. The governor with the advice and consent of the 
A ppoin tment 

,council upon the recommendation of the commissioner of sea and of fish 
wardens. 

shore fisheries, may appoint suitable persons as fish wardem;, who 
shall hold office for the term of three years unless sooner 
removed, who shall enforce all laws and the rules and'regula-
tions relating to sea and shore fisheries, arrest all violators there- ·-term of 

otl:ice. 
of, and prosecute all offenses against the 'same; they shall have 
the same power to serve criminal processes against such 
offenders, and shall be allowed the same fees as sheriffs for like dJ~~:;,~rs ancl 

services; they shall have the same right as sheriff-s to require aid 
in executing the duties of their office. They shall, before being 
qualified to discharge the duties required by this act, give bond 
with two good and sufficient sureties in the penal sum of two 
thousand dollars, approved hy the commissioner of sea and shore 
fisheries, to the treasurer of the state, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of the duties of their office. The commissioner of 
sea and shore fisheries may appoint deputy wardens, for whose 
official mi'sconduct and neglect he shall be answera:ble, and said 
deputy wardens shall be sworn. Their appointment and dis
charge shall be in writing. Such deputy wardens shall be sub
j ect to all the laws pertaining to. wardens appointed by the 
governor and council, and have the same powers. And said 
commissioner may revoke such appointment at any time. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the fish wardens to enforce 
all laws relating to the sea and shore fisheries within the counties 
in which they respectively reside, but they shall not exercise 
jurisdiction in any other county unless so instructed in writing by 
the commissioner of sea and shore fisheries. The commissioner 
of sea and shore fisheries and fish wardens may, with or without 
warrant, enter upon any vessel, boat, receptacle for fish or lob
sters, or any place or places used therefor, and seize and carry 
aW<lY all fish and lobsters liable to seizure found therein, and 
may, with or withoL1t warrant, search and seize anv car or pound 
used for the keeping of fish or lobsters, and seize and carry away 
all fish or lobsters liable to seizure found therein, the fish or lob
sters in each case to be disposed of according to law. Any 
magistrate may issue warrants to search, within his jurisdiction, 
any vessel, boat, receptacle for fish or lobsters, or any place or 
places used therefor, to the commissioner of sea and shore fish
eries, or any fish warden appointed and qualified as provided in 
this chapter. Such warrants shall issue subject to the require
ments of section twelve of chapter one hundred and thirty-two 
of the revised statutes. 

Section 7. It shall be the duty of each warden to make a 
detailed monthly report to the commissioner of sea and shore 
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fisheries of all that has come to his know1edg-e relating to the 
fisheries \;vithin his county, or in any county where he has ren
dered services, from the first clay of one month to the first day 
of the following month, in such a manner and on such blanks 
as the commissioner may prescribe and furnish, and to do such 
other acts as the commissioner may require for the purpose of 
gaining information and for the proper enforcement of the law. 

Section 8. The commissioner of sea and shore fisheries may 
take fish of any kind, whcn, where, and in such manner as he 
chooses for the purpose of science, of cultivation and of dissemina
tion, and he may grant written permits to other persons to take 
fish for the same purposes, and may introduce or permit to be 
introduced any kind of fish into any waters. He may, after a 
hearing, set apart for a term not exceeding ten years, any waters 
for the use of himself or of the United States commissioner of 
fish and fisheries in the prosccution of the work of fish culture 
and of scientific research relative to fishes. The order setting 
apart such waters shall be recorded in the reg-istry of deeds of 
the county in which they are situated. In waters so set apart 
he and the United States commissioner of fish and fisheries, and 
persons acting under their authority may, in their respective fish 
cultural and scientific work, take fish at any time or in any man
ner, and erect and ma!nt<1.in any fixture necessary Ifor such pur
poses. No other person shall take or kill any fish, or use any 
implement for fishing therein, under a penalty of not less than 
ten nor more than one hundred dollars, and a further penalty of 
one dollar for each fish so taken or killed; provided, however, 
that before such hearing he shall give notice thereof bv publica
tion of his intention for two successive weeks in at least one 
newspaper printed in the county where such waters lie. 

Section 9. In each town where pickled fish are cured or 
packed for exportation, the governor, with the advice and con
sent of the council, sh<1.ll, from time to time, as occasion requires, 
appoint one or more persons skilled in the quality of the same, 
to be inspectors of fish, ,vho shall hold their office for five years, 
unless sooner removed by the governor and council. 

Section ro. Every such inspector, before entering upon his 
duties. shall be sworn, and give bonds with sufficient sureties to 
the treasurer of the town for which he is appointed, to the satis
faction of the municipal officers thereof, in the penal sum of not 
less than five hundred nor more than five thousand dollars, for 
the faithful performance of his official duties; and such officers 
shall, at 1ea:st once a year, examine the bonds given by said 
inspectors, and if that of any inspector is not in their opinion 
sufficient they shall forthwith notify him, and if, he for thirty 
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days th"reafter neglects to give satisfactory bond, they shall give 
information thereof to the gove1'110r who shall remove him from 
office. 

Section I I. Every inspector shall, by the thirtieth day of 
November, annually, make a return into the office of the com
mi<8sioner of sea and shore fisheries of all fish by him inspected 
during the y<:'ar preceding the thirtieth day of such November, 
designating the quantities, kinds, and qualities of pickled fish, 
and said commissioner shall embody the substance thereof in his 
next official report. 

Section 12. Any person injured by the neglect 01' misdoings 
of an inspector, on tendering to such treasurer a rea'sonable 
indemnity against the costs may bring an action on such 
inspector's bond in the name of the treasurer, for his ovvn use, 
and may have a copy of the bond therefor; and if judgment is 
rendered thereon for the plaintiff, execution shall issue for the 
'sum fOl1nd due to the person for whose use such action is 
brought, and the stuTI awarded in damages shall be entered by 
the clerk of the COllrt on the original bond, to remain in the 
custody of the treasurer. 

Section 13. Every inspector who inspects any kind of fish 
that are split and pickled for packing, shall see that they are, in 
the first instance, free from taint, rust or damage, and well struck 
with salt 01' pickle; and such of said fish as are in good order 
and of good quality. shall be pickled in barrels, half barrels, 
quarter barrels, and tenths of barrels or kits; each barrel con
taining two hundrcccl pounds, and so on in that proportion; and 
th", same shal1 be packed in good, clean coarse salt, sufficient for 
their preservation; and then each cask 'shall be headed up and 
filled with clear, strong pickle, and shall be branded by the 
inspector with the name and quality of the fish therein. 

Section T 4. Mackerel of the best quantity, not mutilated, 
measuring, when split, not less than thirteen inches from the 
extremity of the head to the crotch or fork of the tail, free from 
taint, rust or damage, shall be branded 'Number one;' the next 
best quality, beillg not less than eleven inches, measuring as 
aforesaid, free from taint, rust or damage, shall be branded 
'Number two;' those that remain after the above selection, free 
from taint or damage, and not less than thirteen inches, measur
ing as aforesaid, shall be branded 'Number three large;' those 
of the next inferior, free from taint or damage, not less than ten 
inches, measured as aforesaid, shall be 'branded 'Number three ;' 
all other mackerel. free from taint or damage, shall be branded 
'N umber three small.' The inspector shall brand or stencil in 
plain letters on the head of every such cask, the weight, the 
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SEA AND SHORE FISHERIES. 

initials of his christian name, the "vhole of his surname, the 
name of his town, and the letters '.Me.,' and an abridg'ment in 
figures, of the year when packed. 

Section IS. All barrels and casks used for packing pickled 
fish, shall be maue of sound, well seasoned white oak, white ash, 
spl-'uce, pine, chestnut or poplar staves with heading of either 
of such kinds of wood, sound, well planed and seasoned, and 
when of pine, free from sap, and the barrels hooped with at least 
three strong hoops on each bilge, and three also on each chime; 
the barrel staves shall be twenty-eight inches in length, and the 
heads not less than sixteen ancl one-half inches 1;Jetween the 
chimes, and made in a workmanlike manner, to hold pickle. The 
barrels from twenty-eight to thirty gallons each, and the aliquot 
parts of a barrel in the same proportion. 

Section 16. Every inspector who inspects pickled alewives 
or herring, or other small fish, packed whole or round, shall see 
that they are struck with salt or pickle, and then put in good 
casks of the size and material aforesaid, packed closely therein, 
ann well salted, and the casks filled with fish and salt, putting 
no more salt with tht fish than is necessary for their preserva
tion : and the inspector shall brand or stencil all such casks with 
the name of the 111spected fish as aforesaid. 

Section 17. The fees for inspection and branding, exclusive 
of cooperage, are for each barrel seven cents, and all such fees 
shall in the first instance be paid by the original owners of the 
fish, who may recover the amount thereof from the party buy
ing or receiving the same, under the marks and brand aforesaid, 
and in addition to the price thereof. 

Section 18. Whoever sells in the state, or exports therefrom 
any fish in barrels or boxes, not inspected, packed and branded, 
as aforesaid, except good and wholesome fish packed in kegs of 
less than ten gallons, or pickled, dry or smoked fish imported into 
the state from some other state or country lawfully inspected and 
branded there, and whoever sells or exports unla\\~fully any, fish 
known by him to be taintt'd or damaged, unless sold as such, for
feits ten dollars for every hundred weight thus sold or exported. 

Section 19. vVhoever ships or receives on board any vessel 
or other carriage for transportation from the ,state, any pickled 
fish in barrels, parts of barrels, or casks, not inspected and 
branded or stenciled as aforesaid, forfeits not less than fifty dol
lars for each offense, and any trial j ustice may issue his warrant 
to the proper officer, directing him to seize and, secure such pro
hihited fish, and convey it to any inspector within a convenient 
distance for inspection; and whoever refuses to give necessary 
aiel in the service of such warrant when required by the officer, 
forfeits five clollars to the prosecutor in an action of debt; and 
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such inspector shall open, inspect, pack, and brand such fish 
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Section 20. If any person takes from a cask or barrel, any 
pickled fish lavvfl1lly inspected and branded, and substitutes 
therefor or fraudulently intermixes other fish; or if any inspector 
marks any cask or barrel out of his own town, or which he has 
not inspected, packed, and himself prepared according to law; 

Penalty for 
in tel'll1ixing 
inspected 
fisb. 

permits other persons unlawfully to use his brands, or willfully -for fruml of 

anc1 fraudulently uses the same himself after the expiration of his inspector. 

commiss:on, he forfeits one doll«r for each cask or barrel so dealt 
with: but an inspector may, after a satisfactory examination, 
brcllld such packages, thereby becoming responsible for the qual-
ity of the contents as represented by his brand. 

Section 21. It is unlawful to catch, buy or sell, or expose 
for sale, or possess for any purpose any lobster less than ten and 
one-half inches in length, alive or deacl, cooked or uncooked, 
measured in manner as follows: taking the length of the back of 

Unluwful to 
cutch lobsters 
less than 10! 
inches. 

the lobster. measured from the bone of the nose to the end of -How 

bone of tl1(" mirldle flipper of the tail, the length to be taken in measured. 

a gauge with a cleat upon each end of the same, measuring ten 
and one-haH inches behveen said cleats, with the lobster laid and 
extenc1ed upon its back its natural length upon the gauge, with-
oui stretching' or pulling. and any lohster shorter than the pre-
scribed length when caught shall be liberated alive at the risk 
and cost of the parties taking them, under a penalty of one -penalty. 

dollar for each lobster so caught, bought, sold, exposed for sale 
or in possession. The possessiol1 of mutilated, uncooked lobsters 
shall he prima facie evidence that they are not of the required 
length. 

Section 22. It is unlawful to destroy, catch, buy, sell, expose 
Close time on 

for sale or possess any female lobsters in spawn or with eggs female lob· 
sters. 

attached at any season of the year, under a penalty of ten dol-
lars for each lobster so destroyed, caught, boug-ht, sold, exposed 
for sale or possessed, provided. however, if it appears that it 
was intended to liberate them in accordance with the provisions -penalty. 

of this act, the perSall having such lobsters in possession shall 
not be liable to any of the penalties herein provided for, though 
he may have failed, for any canse not within his control, to so 
liberate them. 

Section 23. It shall be unlawful to can, preserve or pickle 
lobsters less than ten and one-half inches in length, alive or clead, 
measured as aforesaid; and for every lobster canned, preserved 
or pickled contrary to the provisions of this section, every per
son. firm. association or corporation so canning, preserving or 
pickling, shall be lirtble to a penalty of one dollar for every lob-
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ster w canned, preserved or pickled contrary to the provisions 
of this section, and a further penalty of three hundred dollars for 
every (by on which sud~ unlawful canning, preserving or pick
ling is carried 011. 

Se'~tion 24. All b;>.rrels, boxes, or other packages in transit 
containing lobsters, shall be marked with the word 'lobsters' in 
capital letters, at least one inch in length, together with the full 
name of the shipper; said marking shall be placed in a, plain 
and legible manner on the ol1tside of such barrel, boxes or other 
packages; and in case of seizure by any duly authorized officer, 
of anv barrels, boxes or other packages in transit, containing 
lobsters, which are not so marked, or in case of seizure by such 
officer, of barrels, boxes or other packages in transit, containing 
lobsters, less than the prescribed length, such lobsters as are 
alive and less than the prescribed length shall be liberated, and 
all such lobsters as are of the prescribed length, found in such 
barrels, boxes or packages, together with such barrels, boxes and 
packages, shall be forfeited and disposed of under the provisions 
of section twenty-nine of this act. 

Section 25. Every person, firm, association or corporation 
who ships lobsters 'without having the barrels, boxes or other 
packages in which the same are contained, marked as prescribed 
in the previous section, shall upon conviction be punished by a 
fine of twenty-five dollars, and uponl subsequent conviction 
thereof by a fine of fifty dollars; and any person or corporation 
in the business of a C0111mon carrier of merchandise, who shall 
carry or transport from place to place lobsters in barrels, boxes 
or other packages not so marked, shall be liable to a penalty of 
fifty rio liars upon each conviction thereof. 

Section 26. All cars in which lobsters are kept and all lobster 
cars yvhile in the water, shall have the name of the owner or 
owners thereof on the top of the car, where it may, be plainly 
seen, in letters no less than three-fourths of an inch in length, 
plainly carved or branded thereon, and all traps, nets, or other 
devices for the catching of lobsters, shall have, while in the 
water, the owner's name carved or branded in like manner on all 
the b110ys attached to said traps or other devices, under a penalty 
of ten dollars for each car, and five dollars for each trap or device 
not so marked; and if sufficient proof to establish the owner
ship of such cars or traps cannot be readily obtained they may 
be declared forfeited, subject to the provisions of section twenty
nine of this act. 

Section 27. All persons are hereby prohibited fr0111 setting 
any lobster traps within three hundred feet of the mouth or 
outer end of the leaders of allY fish weir, under a penalty of ten 
dollars for each offense. 
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Section 28. \Vhoever tabes up, or attempts to take up, or in 
any way knowingly and willfully interferes with any lobster trap 
while set for use, without the authority of the owner thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor more 
than fifty dollars; provIded, however, that no action, complaint 
or indictment shall be maintained under this section unless the 
name of the owner of all such traps shall be carved or branded 
in legible letters, not less than three-fourths of an inch in length, 
on all the buo)"s conllect~d with such traps. 

Section 29. \Vhen any lobsters are seized bv virtue of the 
provi:iions of this act, it shall 'be the duty of the officer making' 
such seizure to cause such lobsters, so seized, as he is not required 
by law to liberate, together with the cars, traps, barrels, boxes 
or other packag'es in which they are contained, to be apprai'Sed 
vvithin twenty-four hours after the time of such seizure by, three 
disinterested men residing in the county where such seizure is 
made, to be selected by him, and the lobsters, cars, traps, barrels, 
boxes or other packages 'so seized and appraised shall thereupon 
be sold by the officer making the seizure thereof, at such time 
and in sl1ch manner as shall by him he deemed proper. The 
officer making such seizure and sale shall within ten days after 
the time of sllch seizure file a libel in 'behalf of the state before a 
trial justice, or a judge of a police or municipal court of the 
county in whkh such seizure was made, setting ,forth the fact of 
such seizure, appraisal and sale, the time and place of the seizure, 
the number of lobst~rs, cars, traps, barrels, boxes, or other 
packages so seized and solel and the amount of the proceeds of 
such 'sale; and such trial justice or judge shall appoint a time 
and place for the hearing on such libel, and shall issue a n:otice 
of the same to all persons interested to appear at the time and 
place appointed, and show cause why the lobsters, cars, traps, 
barrels, boxes or other packages so seized and sold, and the 
proceeds of such sale, should not be declared forfeited, which 
notice shall be served upon the owner, if known, and by causing 
an attested copy of such libel and notice to be posted in two 
public and conspicuous places in the town in which the seizure 
was made, seven days at least before the time of hearing. If 
any ~erson appears at the time and place of hearing and claims 
that the lobsters, cars, traps, barrels, boxes or other packages 
so seizer! and sold were not liable to forfeiture at the time of 
seizure, and that he was entitled thereto, the trial justice or 
judge shall lwar and determine the cause, and if he shall decide 
that "uch lobsters, cars, traps, barrels, boxes or other packages, 
at the time of seizure were not liable to forfeiture and that the 
claImant was entitled thereto, he shall order the proceeds of such 
sale to be p'licl to the claimant; if no claimant shall appear, or if 

307 

CHAP, 284 
Pen!llty for 
willful'inter
ference with 
any lobster 
trap. 

-Iloes not 
apply to un· 
marked traps. 

How lobster 
curs, etc., 
8eized under 
this act sball 
be disposed 
of. 

-officer mak
ing seizure 
sball file 
libel in bebalf 
of the state. 

-what sball 
be set forth 
in libel. 

-judge shall 
appoint time 
and place for 
beariug. 

-if claimant 
appears 
judge shan 
detel'luine 
the cause. 

-if claim is 
allowed, 
proceeds 
Hhall be paid 
cluimant. 



308 

CHAP. 284 
-if no claim
ant appears 
jUc1ge shall 
ciecl'ee n 
forfeiture. 

-proceeds ~ 
shall fiulllly 
be paid to 
the stilLe 
treasllrer. 

-clllimant 
mllY Ilppelll 
to SU1?reu1e 
jl1(liCllll 
court. 

-fees Ilnd 
costs how 
pllid. 

Duties of 
coulmis· 
sioner. 

-penalty for 
tllking of 
herring for 
canning less 
thlln 8 inches 
long between 
DeCenlbel'l 
and lIIay 10. 

-peualty for 
Pllcking 
herring with
out beading 
unrl eviscer
Ilting the 
sallIe. 

-anlonnt of 
oil Ilnd 
mustllrd that 
sh[lll be used 
in packing 
herring. 

SEA AND SHORE FISHERIES. 

such trial justice or judge shall decide that such lobsters, traps, 
cars, barrels, boxes or otber packag'es, at the time of seizure were 
liahle to forfeiture, or that the claimant was not entitled thereto, 
he shall decree a forfeiture of such lobsters, cars, traps, barrels, 
boxes or other packages and of the proceeds of sale, and shall 
order the proceeus of sale, after deducting all lawful charges, to 
be paid to the state treasnrer, to be used as directed in section 
seventy-one of this act, and shall render judgment against the 
claimant for costs to be taxed as in civil suits, and issue execu
tion therefor against him in favor of the state, which costs, when 
collected, shall be paid in to the treasurer of the state, to be 
added to and made a part of the appropriation for sea and shore 
fisberies. The claimant shall have the right of appeal to the 
next supreme judicial court 01' superior court in the county, upon 
recognizing and paying' the fees for copies and entry as in cases 
of appeal in criminal case", The fees and costs' of seizure, 
appraisal and sale, and in all other proceedings in the case, shall 
be as provided by law in criminal cases, and, in case a forfeiture 
shall be declared, shall be paid out of the proceeds of the sale, 
otherwise shall be paid by the county, as in criminal cases. 

Section 30. The commissioner of sea and shore fisheries 
shall require a strict observance of the following rules: vVho
ever catches, takes, preserves. sells, or offers for sale between the 
first day of December and the tenth day of the following May, 
any herring for canning purposes less than eight inches long, 
meas\1red from one extreme to the other, or packs or cans sar
dines of any description, between the first day of December and 
the tenth day of the following May, forfeits twenty dollars for 
every hundred cans so packed or canned, and for every hundred 
herring so taken; and whoever either bakes, fries, packs or cans 
any herring or other fish for sardines without first heading and 
eviscerating the same, and whoever sells, offers for sale or has in 
his possession for sale any ~arc1ines packed without being so 
headed and eviscerated shall forfeit twenty dollars for every 
hundred cans so packed. sold, offered for sale or in posse>ssion 
for sale, te, be recovned by indictment or action of debt. In 
packing herring, mackerel or other fish in hermetically sealed 
cans, either in oil, mustard or vinegar, there shall be used not less 
than three quarts of oil, of the first quality) pure summer or 
winter cotton oil or any food oil of equal quality, for every hun
dred cans so packed of the size known as quarter oils; three 
quarts of mustard sauce of good quality for every fifty cans of 
the size known as three quarter mustards; and for everyone 
hundred cans of the Eize kno,\'n as one quarter mustards; one 
galloll of vinegar for everyone hundred cans of the size known 
as one quarter spiced; and for every fifty cans of the size known 
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as three-Cluarter spiced ar tamata. Proprietars af fish packing 
'1 -hawaii 

factorif's shall provide sealed measures halding ane-hundredth shall be 
mensnrecl. 

part of three quarts each, which shall be used in measuring- all 
ail intO' quarter ail sardine cans, anc1 measures halc1ing ane
fiftieth part af a galllJn which shall be used in measuring all 
mustarc1 sa11ce and vinegar intO' three-quarter size cans used in 
packing sardines, and all fish packed as afaresaic1 shall be when 
sa packed gaac1 and saund, except that they shall be cleanec1, 
headec1 and eviscerated. vVhaever packs ar cans ar causes to' be 
packed ar canned any fish in violatian af this sectian shall farfeit 
twenty dallars for every ane hundred cans, ar fifty cans as afore
said, as the case may be, so packed by him or by his emplayes, 
to' be recovered by complaint_ 

Sectian ;) I _ All cans shall be decarated, stamped 0'1' labeled 
with quality, packer's name and place af business, ar merchant's 
name far whom the same are packed, all leaks, swell heads and 
blow heads, shall be tharoughly mended and filled with ail or 
vineg-ar, as per kind of sardines, and then bathed in bailing water 
far nat less than twenty minutes, ar in retort, at a temperature 
of two hundred and forty degrees, nat less than five minutes_ 
vVhaever sells ar affers for sale, any sardines in vialatian af this 
sectian shall forfeit ane dallar far every can sa saId ar affered far 
sale, to' be recavered by camplaint, indictment ar actian af debt. 

Sectian 32- No can af sardines shall be packed with less 

-penalty for 
packing in 
violation of 
this act. 
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labeled with 
qnantity, 
packers 
nurue filltl 
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-how swell 
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shall be 
treated. 

-penalt.y for 
selling "aI'
dines in 
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this section. 

No can shall 
than six fish and nO' fish shall be packed as sardines unless they contain less 

than six fish. have been headed and eviscerated within twenty-faur haurs from 
-fish shall be 

the time they arrive at the factory. NO' fish shall be baked far :!laked before 

sardines in avens unless they shall first be praperly flaked in baking. 
-penalty for 

raws and laid all withaut averlapping_ \iVllOever flakes, bakes violation. 

ar packs any sardines in vialatian af this sectian farfeits five dal-
lars far every hundred fish so flaked, baked ar packed, to' be 
recavered by indictment ar actian af debt. 

Sectian .13. Sectian thirty-twa af this act shall nat apply to'. Section 32 of 

certain articles af stock in passession of any packer af sardines this actl"hall 
not upp y 

when this act is app1'Oved, as fallovvs: decarated tin plate, cans, ~~t~~i~~ji~~ 
metal, labels and cans af sardines, nar to' .g-aadspacked previaus stock. 

to' the appraval af this act. But this exemptian daes nat apply 
to' any af the methads, pracesses ar regulatians in regard to' can-
ning sardines 0'1' mending leaky cans pravided far in this act. 
All packers af sardines shall file with the cammissianer af sea 
and share fisheries, 0'1' his wardens, within ten days after the 
approval af this act, a true list ar schedule af all decarated cans 
anc1 tin plate, metal, labels and cans of sardines, in his passessian 
at the time af the appraval af this act, subscribed and swarn to' 
by said packer af sardines bdore a natary 0'1' justice af the peace, 
atherwise he shall nat abtain the benefits af this sectian. 
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Section 34. 'l'he commissioner of sea and shore fisheries shall 
insist upon the strict enfor..:ement of sections thirty, thirty-one, 
thirty-two ant! thirty-three and tequire his wardens who have 
jurisdiction in localities where sardine canning factories are 
located, to give a good and sufficient bond in the sum of five 
thousand dollars payable to the treasurer of the state of Maine, 
said bond to be deposited in the state treasury, to guarantee 
the faithful and strict enforcement of the provisions of this act 
and its penalties, and in no case shall a packer or sardines be 
accepted as a surety. 

Section 3.5. The commissioner of sea and shore fisheries or 
his wardens shall inquire into violations of the laws relating to 
sardines and enforce the penalties thereto, and for the purpose of 
inquiring into any violation of said laws, and enforcing the pen-
alties thereof, such commissioner or his deputies may at all 
reasonable times enter any manu'factory, or canning establish
ment, and 11lake investigations concerning the methods employed 
and the condition of the product, and if necessary, open pack
ages and cut open cans of sardines for such investig-ation. Suffi
cient wardens shall be appointed by the commissioner of sea 
and shore fisheries to enforce the provisions of this act, and for 
the city of Eastport and town of Lubec not less than two each, 
and the compensation of the wardens shall be two dollars per day 
and expem:cs when actually employed. No person shall be 
eligible for appointment as warden who is the owner in a sardine 
factory or a relative of such an owner in the town where such 
factory is locatecl. 

Section 36. No person shall use in the herring fishery, in 
any of the waters of this state, torches or any artificial light, of 
any kind, for the purpose of driving herring under a penalty of 
ten dollars for each offense. 

Section .)7. Any town may at its annual meeting fix the 
times in which clams may be taken within its limits, and the 
prices for which its municipal officers shall grant permits there
for; and unless so regulated by vote, residents of the town may 
take clams without written pern1.it. But without permit any 
inhabitant within his own town, or transient person therein, may 
take clams for the consumption of himself and family. This sec·· 
tion does lJot apply to hotel keepers taking clams for the use of 
their hotels, nor does it interfere with any law relat1l1g to the tak
ing of shell fish for hait by fishermen. vVhoever takes clams 
contrary to municipal l'egulations authorized by this section, 
shall, for each offense, be fined not more than ten dollars, or 
imprisoned not more than thirty days or both. In all contracts 
relating' to the sale of clam bait by the barrel, and clam bait 
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barrels, unless otherwise specified in the c011ltract, a barrel shall 
be twenty-seven and one-half inches long, sixteen inches head 
diameter, outside measure, holding not less than twenty-one 
gallolls and not more than twenty-three gallons. 

Section 38. The canning, packing and barreling of clams, 
either fresh or in salt, and the digging of clams for the purpose 
of canning, packing or barreling, between the first day of June 

Close time for 
clams 
between 
June 1 and 
September 15. 

and the fifteenth day of September following, is hereby pro- -penalty. 

hibited under a penalty of one dollar per bushel in the shell. 
But this section shall not apply to the barreling of clams in the 
shell for consumption in this -state. 

Section 39. The shipping or transportation of clams in any 
manner beyond the limits of the state, between the first day of 
J line and the fifteenth day of September following, except clams 
which had been canned, packed or barreled between the fifteenrth 

Trllnsporta. 
tion of clums 
between Jnne 
1 and Septem. 
bel' 15, pro. 
hibite(l. 

-exceptions. 
day of September and the first dav of June, is hereby prohibited 

J -penalty. 
under a penalty of three dollars for each bushel so shipped or: 
transported. 

Section 40. Any inhabitant of the state, with conse11lt of the 
adjacent riparian proprietors, may plant oysters below low water 
mark in any navigable waters, in places where there is no 
natural oyster bed; inclose such grounds with stakes, set at suit
able distances, and extending at least two 'feet above high water 
mark; but so as not to obstruct the free navigation of such 
waters, and have the exclusive right of taking' such oysters. 

Anyinhabi. 
taut muy 
plant oy.ters 
anel have 
exclusive 
right to take 
salne. 

vVhoever trespasses on such inclosure, or in jures such oyster -penalty for 

beds, is liable in an a~tion of trespass for all damages; and if he ~l~e~~~fls~~~S. 
takes any oysters therein without the consent of the owner, he 
shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, or 
be imprisoned not exceeding three months. 

Section 41. It shall he unlawful to use an" purse or drag 
J Unlawfnl to 

seines in the following waters, but no others: In Casco bay 
north of a line drawn easterly from Prince's poinrt in the town of 

use pUl'se or 
drag Heines 
in certain 
wuters. 

Yarmouth to Bear island in the town of Phippsburg, excepting1 -Oasco bay. 

for smelts, blnebacks and spurling. In Kennebec river above a -exceptions. 

line drawn across said river from Fort Popham in the town of 
Phippsburg to a point opposite at the lower end of Long island 
in the town of Georgetown. In the Sheepscot river above a 

-Kennebeo 
river between 
Fort PophRm 
and George. 
town. 

bridge leading from \Viscasset to Edgecomb. In Damariscotta ;:;:~~~.epscot 

river above a line drawn from Farnham's head in the town of -Damaris. 

Boothbay to a point opposite on the shore in the town of Bristol, 
excepting: the use o'f drag seines between the above line and 
The Ledges, for all fish excepting alewives. In IVIedomak river, 
above a line drawn from Martin's point in the town of Friend-

II 

cotta river. 

-exception. 

-Medomak 
rivel', 
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ship, westerly by the northeast end of Hog island to a point 
opposite in the town of Bremen. or to take smelts in said river 
and its tributaries in any other way than by hook and line. In 
Georges river, a'bove a line drawn from Hooper's point in the 
tovvn of Saint George, westerly past the northerly e.nd of Cald
well's island to a point opposite on the shore in the town of 
Cushing, or to take smelts in said river and its tributaries in any 
other way than by hook and line, or dip nets, no individual to 
take more than one-half bushel of smelts within a period of 
twenty-four hours with dip net. In all bays, inlets, rivers and 
harbors east of the west shore o£ the Penobscot bay and river 
where any entrance to the same or any part thereof from main 
land to main land is not more {han three nautical miles in width, 
but purse and drag seines may be used for the purpose of taking 
smelts in tiwse waters, except in Bluehill bay. The taking of 
herring, or fishing therefor, hy the use of purse or drag seines 
and all other seines or nets, I"xcept the use of seines or nets in 
weirs, from the first day of June to the first day of November in 
the waters of Machias bay and its approaches inside of or to the 
northward of a direct line drawn straight from the hiFhest sum
mit of the isla11d callen The Brothers, easterly to a point one
half mile distant and due south from Libby island light house 
thence from said point easterly to the southerly extremity o'f the 
southern island called Double Head Shots, is hereby prohibited. 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars for each 
offense, to be recovered in an action of debt. 

Section 42. The following waters and their tributaries are 
exempt from the provisions relating to migratory fishes, anQ the 
supervision of fishways by the cOllmi'8sioners, that is to say: 
Royall's river in North Yarmouth; Sewall's pond or its outlet in 
Arrowsic; so much of the waters of Damariscotta river as are 
west of the railroad bridge near Damariscotta Mills; the eastern 
Penohscot river in Orland; vVinslow's stream in Penobscot; all 
waters in Vinalhaven, Tremont, Mount Desert, Eden, Franklin 
and Sullivan; Pleasant river in vVashil1'gton county and East 
Machias river. Little river, in Perry, shall be exempt from all 
the provisions of law, that relate to maintaining fishways in said 
river, except during April, :May and June. 

Section 43. No salmon, shan or other migratory fish shall 
be taken or fished for within five hundred yards of any fish way, 
clam, or mill race; nor in the Penobscot river between the mouth 
of the Kenduskeag stream and the water works dam at Treat's 
falls on said river, nor between the Augusta hig'hway bridge over 
the Kl"nnebec river and the Augusta dam; 110r any salmon five 
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hundred feet above Ferry point bridge on the Saint Croix river 
in Calais, between the first days of April and November, except 
by the ordinary mode of angling with single hook and line or 
artificial flies; nor shall hook and line or artificial flies be used at 
any time within one hundred yards of any fishway, dam or mill 
race; but this section shall not apply to the taking of alewives 
by the town of Vvarren in the Georges river, and by the town of 
vValdoboro in 'Medomak river, under the authority granted said 
towns by a private and special law of Massachusetts, passed 
March six, eighteen hundred and two, and amendments thereof, 
passed by the legislature of this state; nor shall it apply to the 
taking of alewives by the town of Woolwich in Nequasset 
stream; fly fishing shall be allowed up to the bridge across the 
Denny's river at Lincoln's mill, but not between said bridge and 
Lincoln's mill dam. But this section shall not apply to the 
Laconia falls and the Lower falls, so called, of the Saco river, 
located at Biddeford and Saco; and upon the first three days of 
each week, from the first of June to the first of September of 
each year, all persons may dip for salmon, shad and alewives 
at the falls last named above. But it shall be lawful for any 
person to take any salmon, shad or alewives in the waters of 
Orange river, in the town of vVhiting, in the county of \iVash
ington. up to one hundred and thirty yards of the fish way at the 
lower dam'in saul river, subject, however, to all the law,s of the 
state, and laws regulating the taking of such fish in said river. 
The penalty for any violation of this section is a fine of not more 
than fifty nor less than ten dollars £01' each offense, and a further 
fine of ten dollars £01' each salmon and one dollar for each shad 
so taken. 

Section 44. No person ,shall set any net or seine within five 
hundred feet of the mouth of any weir uncler a penalty of fifty 
clollars for ("ach offense. 

Sec:tion 4.5. The owner or person in charge of any weir is 
hereby permitted to use nets and seines in such weir. 

Section 46. From the fifteenth day of July to the first day 
of April following. there shall be a close time for salmon during 
vvhich no salmon shall be taken or killed in any manner, under 
a penalty of not more than fifty nor less than ten dollars, and a 
further penalty of ten dollars for each salmon so taken or killed. 
Provided, however, that between the fifteenth clays of July, and 
September it is lawful to fish for and take salmon by the orcli
nary mode, with rod and single line, but not otherwise. But it 
shall be lawful to take salmon by weirs on the Saint Croix river 
below the breakwater at the ledge between the fifteenth clay of 
May and the first of September. 
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Section 47. Between the first day of April and the fifteenth 
day of Jnly there shall be be a weekly close time of forty-eight 
hours from sunrise on each Saturday morning to sunrise on the 
following Monday morning, during which no salmon, shad, ale
wives or bass, shall be taken. During the weekly close time 
all se1l1es, nets, and other movable apparatus shall be removed 
from the water. Every weir shall have, in that part where the 
fish are usually taken, an opening three feet wide, extending 
from the bottom to the top of the weir, and the netting or other 
material which closes the same while fishing, shall be taken out, 
carried on shore and there remain during the weekly close time, 
to the intent that during said close time the fish may have a free 
and unobstructed passage through such weir or other structure, 
and no contrivance which tenDs to hinder such fish shall be 
placer! in aey part thereof. If the inclosure where the fish are 
taken is furnished ,vith a board fioor, an opening extending from 
the fioor to the top of the weir is equivalent to one extending 
from the bottom to the top. The penalty for the violation o'f this 
section is twenty dollars for each offense. This section does not 
apply to the Kennebec, Androscoggin or Penobscot rivers or 
their tributaries, or to the Saint Croix river below the break
water at the ledge. Provided, however, that the weekly close 
time on the Damariscotta river below the bridge at Damariscotta 
shall be from sunset on each Saturday night to twelve o'clock on 
the following Sunday night. 

Section 48. No smelts shall be taken or fished for in tidal 
waters, except by, hook and line, between the first days of April 
and October, under a penalty of not less than ten, nor more than 
thirty dollars for each offense, and a further penalty of twenty 
cents for each smelt so taken; and all weirs for the capture 0" 

smelts shall be opened and so remain, and all nets used in the 
smelt and tom-cod fishery, shall be taken from the water on or 
before said first day of April, t1nder a penalty; of not less than 
twenty nor more: than fifty dollars, and a further fine of five 
dollars for each day that any such weir or net remains in viola
tion of law. But weirs with catch pounds covered with nets, the 
meshes of which are one inch square in the clear, or greater, are 
not st1bject to this section. But no smelts caught in such weirs 
after the fil;St day of April, shall be sold 01' offered for sale in 
this state, nor ,shall smelts cat1ght in any manner between the first 
day of April and the first day of October following be offered 
for sale, sold, or shipped from the state under a penalty of 
twenty-five dollars for each offense; provided, however, that dip 
nets may be used between the first day, of April and the first day 
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of May, and all smelts caught by dip nets between said days, 
may be lawfully offered, for sale and sold in this state; provide{\, 
further, that this section does not apply to smelts taken in the 
Androscog'g'in river above the Merrymeeting bay bridge, between 
the first days of October and November, nor to smelts taken in 
the Penobscot river and its tributaries between the first and 
fifteenth days of April, nor to smelts taken in Casco bay between 
the fifteenth day of September and the first day of October, nor 
to smelts taken in Taunton bay between the first day of April 
and the first day of May, nor smelts taken in Little Kennebec 
bay, so callf?d, in the county of \Vashington, between the first 
day of April and the first day of May. 

Section 49. No net, the meshes of which are smaller than 
one inch square in the clear shall be used in 'any waters fre
quented by migratory fishes. except the Saint Croix river, 
between the first days of April and October, under a penalty of 
not more than twenty nor less than ten dollars for each offense. 
But this section shall not apply to dip nets. 

Section 50. No weir, hedge, set net or any other contrivance 
for the capture of fish, which is stationary while in use, shall 
extend into more than two feet of water at ordinary low water, 
under a penalty of not more than one hundred, nor less than fifty 
dollars, and forfeiture of all apparatus and material so unlaw
fully used. This provision applies to any seine or drift net 
which is at any time attached to a stationary object, but not to 
fykes or bag-nets used in the winter fishery for smelts and tom
cods, nor to any implements lawfully used above the flow of 
tide; nor to any portion of Penobscot river, bay or tributaries, 
nor to the Saint Croix river five hundred feet above Ferry's 
point, in Calais. 

Section 51. The limit of depth prescribed for weirs in the 
preceding section shall he measured at the entrance of the weir, 
provided that no part of the weir known as the leader, is in more 
than two feet of water at low water marie. vVeirs may exceed the 
hmit of two feet depth, measured as aforesaid, under the follow
ing conditions: first, the distance from the before mentioned two 
feet limit to the entrance of such weir, shall not exceed one hun
dred feet; second, no such weir shall obstruct more than one
eighth of the chan11el, except that in the Cathance, Abbagadasset 
and Eastern rivers, such weirs may extend twenty-five feet 
beyond the one-clg'hth aforesaid, provided such extension shall 
not exceed one-fourth of the width of the channel in the Abba
gaclasset and Eastern rivers; third, every such weir shall be 
stripped S0 as to render it incapable of taking fish between the 
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twenty-fifth day of June and the fifteenth day of August of each 
year; but these conditions apply only to weirs that exceed the 
aforesaid limit of depth. The standard for low water mark on 
the Kennebec river, is in all cases the nearest bench mark of the 
United States coast survey, allowance being made at the various 
points for the diffen'nce in time. The provisions of this and 
the preceding sections do not apply to weirs built for the purpose 
of taking herring, or other salt water fish. 

Section 52. All boats, implements and materiaIs used and 
all fish taken in violation of sections thirty-five and thirty-six are 
forfeited. 

Section 53. \i\fllOever shall C011'3truct, set, maintain or use 
any net, weir, seine or other device, in the "vaters of the Dam
ariscotta river, northerly of the bridge between the villages of 
Newcastle and Damari scotta, for the purpose of taking or catch
ing alewives, or whoever shall take or catch any alewives within 
said limits, except by hook and line, shall be p.unished by a fine 
of two hundred dollars for each offense; all nets, weirs, seines 
01' other machines or devices, prohibited as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed forfeited and contraband,and any member of the fish 
committee of the towns of Newcastle or Nobleborough finding 
them in such use, may destroy them. But nothing in this sec
tion shall be construed to abridge or effect in any manner, the 
rights and privileges now held by law, by said towns of New
castle and Nobleborough in the alewive fishery in the said 
Damariscotta river. 

Section 54. From the first day of April to the fifteenth day 
of .T uly in each year, all persons are hereby prohibited from 
fishing with nets, seines, traps, weirs, or any other contrivance, 
in that part of Pemaquid river which lies between Pemaquid 
falls and a line drawn west from the site of the old Pemaquid 
fort, for the term of ten years from the twelfth day of February, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-five. Any person violating any of 
the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine of one 
hundred dollars, and forfeiture of all boats, nets and apparatus 
used in such illegal fishing. 

Section 55. All fishing' for alewives at or about Pemaquid 
falls below the mill dam, shall be restricted to four days in each 
week, and the fishing season shall be from the first day of April 
to the fifteenth day of July of each year, for the term aforesaid, 
and all fishing shal! be under such ncgulations and further 
restrictions as the fish committee of the town of Bristol shall 
decide upon. 

Section 56. No person not authorized by the fish committee 
of the town of Bristol, shall be alhwed to catch or disturb any 
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alevvives in Pemaquid river above the flow of the tide, and no 
person unless authorized by said fish committee, shall set traps, 
or use any other contrivance, for catching eels, or any other 
fish, that shall in any way interfere with the passage, either way, 
of alewives old or young; any person violating this section shall 
be subject to a fine of tv~enty-five dollars and one dollar for 
each fish so taken or destroyed. 

Section 57. A bounty of one dollar for each and every seal 
killed in the waters of this state shall be paid by the treasurer 
of the town in which such seal is killed, to the person exhibiting 
to said treasurer the nose of such seal within thirty days after 
said seal was killed. Sl1ch treasurer shall destroy it, and shall 
then proceed as in sections six and seven of chapter thirty of 
the revised statures. The carcasses of such seals when 
destroyed shall not be left derelict in any waters of the state, but 
shall be reElovcd therefrom and properly disposed of by the per
sons destroying them; provided, however, that it shall be 11nJaw
ful during' the months of June, July and August to destroy seals 
in the waters of Casco bay by shooting' with rifle or other long 
rang'e weapon, which might endang'er human life, under a 
penalty fot a violation of either of the provisions of this section, 
of fifty dollars, to be recovered upon complaint or indictment, 
before any court of competent jurisdiction. 

Section 58. Cities, towns and plantations are authorized to 
rai8c annually, by a two-thirds vote at their annual meeting, a 
sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be expended by tne 
municipal officers thereof or by a commission elected by the 
cities, tOWllS 01' plantations, for the propagation and protection 
of fish in public waters located wholly 01' partially within their 
respC'ctive limits. A report of the expenditures thereof shall be 
made at the next annual meeting by the officer or officers author
ized to expend such appropriation. 

Section 59. Any riparian proprietor may within the limits 
of his own premises, inclose the waters of a stream not navigable, 
for the cultivation of useful fishes; provided, that he furnishes 
suitable passages for migratory fishes naturally frequenting such 
waters, and does noi obstruct the passag'e of boats and other 
craft and materials in places where the same have a rig'ht to pass. 

Section 60. Any person legally engaged in the artificial 
culture and l1laintenance of fishes, may take them in his own 
inclosed waters ,,-herein the same are so cultivated and main
tained, as and when he pleases, and may at all times sell them 
for cultivation and propagation, but he shall not sell them for 
food at sea80ns when the taking thereof is prohibited, under a 
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penalty of not less than ten nor more one hundred dollars, and 
a further penalty of not less than one dollar for each fish so sold. 

Section 61. Any person engaged in the artificial propagation 
of trout, or fresh and salt water salmon, when the parent fish 
are taken from public waters in the state, shall retain not less 
than twenty-five per cent of all eggs taken from said parent 
fish and cause the same to be propefly cared 'for and hatched, 
and when hatched ar,d in proper condition, to be returned to a 
place suitable for such young fish in the original waters from 
which the parent fish were taken, and shall cause said parent fish 
to be returnee! to safe locations in such waters under a penalty 
of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars for each 
offense. Bnt this section does not apply to cases in which the 
parent fish are taken in the manner and at the time and place 
permitted for the capture of such fish for food; nor to operations 
in fish culture conductetl for public purposes by permission of 
the commissioners of fisheries, who may affix such conditions to 
their permits as they see fit, requiring in no case less than 
tw-enty-five per cent of the yonng fish to be return.ed as provided 
in this section. 

Section 62. N'O person, without permission of the proprietor, 
shall fish in that portion 'Of a pond or other water in which fish 
are artificially cultivated or maintained, under a penalty of not 
less than ten nor more than one hundred dollars, besides two 
dollars for each fish so taken or killed; and in default of payment 
Sl1ch offender shall be imprisoned at the expense of the prose
cutor, until said forfeitme is paid or otherwise discharged by 
due process of law. 

Secticl11 63. It shall be the duty of all persons who are now 
or may hen'after derive special benefits from legislation for the 
protection of fish in allY waters 'Of this state, in, excess of what is 
or may be derived by others, to publish such protection by post
ing and maintaining notic~s substantially as herClina'fter pro
vided. Said notices shall be placed on the banks or shores of 
such protected waters not more than ten feet nor less than six 
feet above the ground, in a conspicuous .position; and if on 
running water such notices shall be not more than one-half mile 
apart on the banks of such waters; and if on a pond or lake, not 
more than 'One mile apart on the shores of such pond or lake. 

Section 64. Said notices shall be painted on wood in black 
Roman letters not less than two inches in len~>1:h and not less 
than one-half inch in breadth, so that such letters shall be plainly 
legible. and such notices shall state the number of the act and 
the date of the same giving the said protection to such waters. 
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Section 65. Anyone mutilating or destroying such notices, 
shall be subject to the same penalties as set forth in section 
twenty, chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the revised 
statutes. 

Secti'On 66. In case no notices as herein provided are posted 
and maintained on waters that are protected by special law then 
no one violating such laws shall be liable thereunder to any 
penalties set forth in such laws. 

Section 67. Sections sixty-three, sixty-four, sixty-five and 
slxty-·six shall not apply to towns which by special act have 
acquired vested rights in any fishery in said towns. 

Section 68. All vessels, boats, craft, owned and officered by 
Mn-residents, and apparatus of every kind, employed in unlaw
ful fishing, or having on board any fish unlawfully taken, are 
liable for all fines and costs herein provided for; and any officer 
may seize and detain said. property not exceeding twenty-fonr 
hours, in order that it may be attached and taken by due process 
of law to satisfy any judgment that may be recovered, but it 
shall, at any time be released on paymen:t, by the 'Owner or 
master, of the fine, costs and reasonable expenses. 

Section 69. No person shall use dynamite or other explo
sives or any pOlsonous or stupefying substance whatever, for 
the pnrpose of destroying or taking fish under a penalty of one 
hundred dollars and, in addition thereto, two months imprison
ment in the county jail for each offense. 

Section 70. In all prosecutions uncler this cha:pter and the 
amendments and additions thereto, municipal and police judges 
and trial justices witbin their counties have by complaint orig
inal and concurrent jurisdiction with the supreme judicial and 
superior C011rts. 

Section 71. All fines and penalties under this act may be 
recovered by complaint, indictment or action of debt made or 
brought in the county where the offense is committed. The 
action of debt shall be brought in the name of the commissioner 
of sea and shore fisheries, and. all offenses under, or violations of, 
the provisions of this statute, may be settled by the commissioner 
of sea and shore fisheries, upon such terms and conditions as he 
.deems advisable. All fines, penalties and collections under this 
act shall be paie: to the state treasnrer, to be: added: to and made 
a part of the appropriation for sea and shore fisheries. 

Section 72. All acts or parts of acts, relating to the regula
tion of the lobster fisheries, to the packing, canning and inspec
tion of herring, sardines, anel clams, heretofore passed, and the 
following se'2tions of chapter forty of the revised statutes, 
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namely: sections one to thirty-three, both inclusive; sections forty 
to forty-six, both incll1sive: sections fifty-six, sixty to sixty-six, 
both inclusive, so far as they relate to sea and shore fisheries; 
sections sixty-eight. sixty-nine and seventy:-three, and all acts 
amendatory of or additional to any of the foregoing acts or 
sections; chapter two hundred and eighty-five of the public laws 
of eighteen hundJ-ed and ninety~seven, and all acts or parts of 
acts additional to or amendatory thereof; and all other acts or 
parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed. 
B-Llt this act shall not bt:' construed as repealing- any. of the laws 
relating to inland fish and game. 

Approved March 22, 1901. 

An Act providing for Stute Rouds anc1 for Lhe improvement thereof. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse of Representativesm 
Legislatnre asse'1l~bled, as follows: 

Section 1. Upon the request of the municipal officers of any 
town, the county commissioners of the county wlwrein said town 
is located, shall designate that highway running throug-h said 
town which in their judgment is the main thoroughfare, and 
said highway shall be known as a state road. 

Section 2. Towns establishing' state roads as aforesaid may, 
on complying- with t.he conditions hereinafter set forth, receive 
from the state one-half of the amount actually expended in 
permanent improvement of said roads, not exceeding one hun
dred dollars per year; provided that no town shall receive such 
state aid unless its appropriation and expenditure for such road 
shall amollnt to at least one hundred dollars and shall have 
been exclusive of and in addition to the amount regularly raised 
in such town for highways and bridges; and provided also, that 
the amount so expended shall be used before the first day of 
August in permanent improvement of a continuous portion of 
said road, and in a manner satisfactory. to the county commis
sioners of the county wherein said road is located. Such aid 
shall bt:' paid from the state treasury on and after the first day 
of January, upon certificate by the governor and council as pro
vided by section three. 

Section .3. Municipal officers of towns impr~)Ving' state roads 
under the foregoing provisions shall annually before the first 
day of September make return, under oath, to the county C0111-


