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An Act to alllend chapter four hundred and seventy-two of the Special Laws of
eighteen hundred and ninety-three, relating to the Bangor Municipal Court.

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~FIouse oj Rep1'esentatives
in Le.qislatu1'e assembled, as foHows :
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SECT. 1. Chapter foul' hundrerl and seventy-two of the
special laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-three is hereby
amended, so as to read as follows:
'SECT. 1. The Bangor Municipal Court shall continue to
be a court of record and have and use a seal on all original
processes, and consist of one judge and a clerk who shall
while in office be a trial justice, and be appo inted by the
govel'llor, by and with the advice of the council, and hold his
office for the term of four years, and both be duly commissioned and qualified. The present judge and the clerk shall
continue in office until the end of tlm terms for which they
were respectively appointed. Neither shall act as counselor
attorney in any cause, matter 01' thing, which may depend
upon or relate to any cause cognizable by said court.
'SECT. 2. Said court shall exercise jurisdiction over all
such matters and things, civil and criminal, within the county
of Penobscot as trial justices, justices of the peace and justices
of the peace and quorum may exercise, and under similar
restrictions and limitations, and conCUl'l'ent jurisdiction with
trial justices in cases of forcihle entry and detainer in saicl
county, and exclusive jurisdiction in all such matters and
things when either party interested, 01' a person summoned
as trustee resides in the city of Bangor; and oyer all offenflcs
committed against the ordinanccs and by-laws of thc city of
Bangor, though the penalty therefor may accrue to said city;
and in the prosecutiOllfl on any such ordinances 01' by-laws,
or any flpecial law of the state relating to said city, such
by-la w, ordinance, or special law need not be recited in the
complaint 01' process, nor the allegations therein be more particular than in prosecutions on a public statute; and oyer all
fluch criminal offenses committed within the limits of thesallle HS are cognizable by trial justices; and no trial justice,
except the clerk of said court, 01' justice of the peace shall
take cognizance oyer any crime 01' offense committed in said
city, 01' any civil action over which said court has exclusive
jurisdiction. Said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction
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with the supreme judicial court in all personal actions where the
debt or damage demanded, exclusive of costs, is over twenty
dollars and not over three hundred dollars, and in all actions of
replevin under chapter ninety-six of the reyi::;ed statutes, when
the sum demanded for the penalty, forfeiture or damages, or the
value of the goods or chattels replevied does not exceed three
hundred dollars; but this jurisdiction shall not include proceedings under the divorce law::; or complaints under the mill
act, so called, nOlO jlll'isdiction over action::; in which the title
to real estate according to the pleadings filed in the case by
either party is in questioll except as provided in chapter ninety-four, sections six and seven of the revised statutes.
'SECT. 3. Said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction
with the supreme judicial court in the county of Penobscot
of all offenses not required by the constitution or any statute
to be answered for on a presentment 01' indictment of a grand
jury, and may punish for said oft'em;es by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, and imprisonment less than one
year; and of all other offenses over which such jurisdiction
is 01' lllay he gmnted, not herein specified.
'SECT. 4. If any defendant in any action in said court,
where the amount claimed in the writ exceeds twenty dollars,
or his agent or attorney shall, on the return term of the writ,
file in said court a motion asking' that said cause be removed
to the supreme judicial court, and deposit with the clerk the
sum of two dollars for copies and entry fee in said supreme
court, to he taxed in his costs if he prevaib, the said
action shall he removed into the supreme judicial court
for said county, and the clerk shall forthwith cause certified copies of the writ, officers' return and defendant's
motion to be filed in the clerk's office of said suprcme court,
and shall pay the entry fee thereof; and said action shall be
entered on the docket of the term next preceding said filing,
unless said court shall then be in session, when it shall be
entered forthwith, and shall be in order for trial at the next
succeeding term. If no such motion is filed, the saidnll1nicipal court shall proceed and determine said action, subject
to the right of appeal in either party as now provided by law,
The pleading'S in such cases shall be the same as in the
supreme judicial court.
'SECT, 5. In any actiOl~ in which the plaintiff recovers for
the penalty, forfeiture, debt or damage not over twenty 0.01-
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211 lars, or property, the value of whieh does not exceed that
sum, the costs shall he taxed as hefore trial justices, except
that the plaintiff :::ha1l have two dollars for his writ. 'Where
the defendant prevails in any action in which the sum claimed
in the writ is not over twenty dollars, 01' property, the value
of which does not exceed that sum, he shall recol'er two dollars for his pleadings, and other costs as before trial justices.
In actions where the amount recovered by the plaintiff,
exclusive of costs, exceeds twenty dollars, 01' property, the
value of which exceeds that sum, 01' the amount claimed, or
the value of the property reeoyered exceeds twenty dollars
where the defendant prevails, the costs of the parties, trusteetO and witnesses shall he the same as in the supreme judIcial
court, except thc costs to he taxed for attendance shall be two
dollars and fifty cents for each terUl, for as many terms as
lUay he allowed by the eOlll't.
'SECT. G.
Any person aggrioyed at any judgment 01' senAnY'yerson
aggrIeved,
tence of said COLll't may appeal to the supreme judieial COLll't
may appeal to
S. J. court.
in the same manner as from a judgment 01' sentence of a trial
justice, anel all such appeals shall be in order for trial at the
first term of said appellate COLll't after such appeal is taken.
-proceedFinal judgments in said municipal eourt may be re-examined
ings.
in the supreme judicial court on a writ of errol' 01' on a petition for review, and when the judgment is reyersed, the
supl'eme jndicial comt shall remler such judgment as said
mllllicipal court should have rendered, and when a review is
grante(l it shall he tried in said snpreme judieial comt. Questions of law, upon exceptiJns to the ruling of the court on
agreed statement of facts, 01' on fads found by the conrt,
shall be certified hy the clerk to the chief justice of the
supreme judieial court, with arguments of connsel, if' such
have been delivered to him, within sixty days after sneh exception" have been allowed hy the comt. The party raising sueh
que:::tions shall deliver a copy of his argument to the oppo"ing
counsel within thirty llays thereafter, who shall within twenty
days after receiving the same make reply thereto and deliver
the same to the counsel for the moving party, who shall in
turn make reply thereto within ten days thereafter, and
deliver said arguments to tIle clerk to be delivered with the
exceptions to the chief justice as aforcsaid. And such questions of'law shall be considered and decided by the law court
CHAP.
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as soon as may be; or, if the parties so agree of record, such CHAP. 211
questions shall be certified to the next law term for the eastern
district, to be entered on the docket thereof', and argued and
determined according to the practice in said court, the result
in either case to be certified by the clerk of said law court to
this court; costs to be taxed to the prevailing party.
'SECT. 7. All the provisions of the statutes of this state, Provisions of
law, relating
Telative to the attachment of real aud personal property and to attachments and
the levy of executions, shall be applicable to actions in this levy of
executions,
court, and executions on judgments rendered therein; pro- applicable.
vided, that property may be attached, 0(1 Hal in value to
double the ad damnum. Actions lllay he referred, and judg- Actions may
be referred.
lllent on the referee's report may be rendered in the sallle
manner and with the same effect as in the supremc judicial
court, except that the referee's fees shall not be paid by the
county, but taxed as costs.
'SECT. 8. Said court is hcreby authol'ized to administer Powers of
court.
oaths, render judgments, issue executions, certify copies of
its records, punish for contempt and compel attendance as in
the supreme judicial court, and to nHlke all such rules and
regulations, not repugnant to law, as may he necessary and
propel' for the administration of justice and to facilitate its
business.
'SECT. 9. The price of blank writs and summonses with Fees for blank
writs, etc.
the seal of the court, signed hy the clerk, shall be four cents,
and all other fees ill civil cases shall be the same as are taxable hya trial justice, except as otherwise provided in secand
tions foul' and five, All writs and processes in civil matters -writs
processes,
shall be under
shall be in the name of the state, bear the teste of said judge, seal, and bear
teste of judge.
uncleI' the seal of said court and signed by the clerk, be
served in time and manner as now provided by law in case of
wri ts issued by trial justices and made returnable at one of
the five terms next begun and held after the commencement
of the action, and be obeyed and executed throughout the
statc.
'SECT. 10. Said court may adjourll from time to time, -terms.
but shall be considered in constant session for the trial of
criminal offenses; and for the tmnsaction of civil business
shall be held on the first and third Mondays of each lllonth at
ten o'clock in the forenoon, except the month of August, provided, however, that said court shall be held on every 1\1on-
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211 day of each month, except the month of August, for the
entry and trial of actions of forcible entry and detainer, and
-when judge juclgment in such actions may be entered on the day when the
is tmnporarily
sallle are defaulted, or heard and determined; and whenever
unable to
atten n , clerk
lllay act, in
the judge is absent, or temporarily unable to attend at any
certain cases,
term of said court, the clerk lllay enter new actions returnable at that terlll, receive and file pleas, motions and other
papers cognizahle by said COlll't, and enter up jndgment in all
defaulted actions, and may then, by proclamation, adjourn
the conrt to a day certain, 01' to the next term; provided,
hon'ever, that said conrt shall not, during the month of
-in case of
August be open for the trial of any civil action. In case of
pennanent
disability,
the more permanent disability of the judge, 01' his being
justice of
S. J. court,
interested,
in any suit or in the case of his continued absence
may designate trial
or
a
vacancy
in his office, the clerk shall notify any justice of
justice to
hold court.
the supreme judicial court, who shall designate a trial justice
in said county, who upon being duly sworn Illay hold said
conrt during the continuanee of such vacancy or absence, or
until such disability is removed, or try any suit in which said
judge may be interested.
'SECT. 11. Said court shall be held at such place as the
City, shall
provide place city of Bangor shall provide and said eity slutll have power and
for holding
court.
it shall be its duty to raise Illoney to provide a propel' place
for said court and its officers and suitably fnrnish, warlll and
light the same, for which there shall he paid from the connty
of Penobscot, as rental, in qnarterly payments, the sum of
one thousand dollars annually. The salaries of the jndge
-expense and
salary, of
and
clerk thereof, whieh are hereby fixed at fifteen hundred
judge aud
clerk, shall he
dollars
and l'o lll'te en hundred and fifty dollars respecti vely,
paid from Co.
treasury.
to be paid quarterly whieh with all other expenses of said court,
shall be paid from the tl'emmry of the county of Penobsoct.
'SECT. 12. The city marshal 01' one of his deputies shall
City marshal,
or deputy,
he
in attendanee on said court when requested to do so hy
shan be 111
attendance.
the judge, for the purpose of preserving order, and shall
execute all legal orders and proeesses to him directed by the
eourt.
'SECT. 13. The records of said conrt and of the police
Records of
court, shall be
court
formerly existing in said Bangor shall be deposited with
kept by clerk.
and kept by the clerk; and said municipal court shall have
jUl'isdiction thereof and full power and authority to issue and
renew executions and other proeesses and carry into effect
CHAP.
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the judgments and decrees heretofore rendered by said police CHAP. 211
court and to certify and authenticate the records thereof as
effectually as if it had not been abolished, and shall, for
reasonable fees, grant and certify copIes of the records of
both courts when reqnired, which shaH be evidence of the
contents of such records in allY legal proceedings.
'SEOT. 14. The clerk of said court shall give a bond to Clerk shall be
sworn, and
the county of Penobscot in the sum of five hundred dollars give bond.
to be approved by the county commissioners of said county.
In case of the absence of said clerk, or a vacancy in said
office, the judge may appoint a clerk who shall he SWOlll by -vacancy,
said judge and act during said absence, or till the vacancy is how filled.
filled.
'SEOT. 15. If the judge and clerk are both necessarily When judge
and clerk are
absent, the judge may designate some trial justice in said both absent,
jlldge may
designate
county to perform the duties of clerk; and if suid judge SOUle
trial
justice
to act.
should not so designate a trial justice, the clerk may d8signate one.
'SEOT. 16. Said clerk shall record the doings of said Powers and
of
court, may administer oaths, and sha1l have such powers and duties
clerk.
perform such duties as are possessed and performed by the
clerks of the supreme judicial court; and shaH have the
power to heal' complaints in all criminal matters, accusations
in bastardy, draw all complaints and sign all warrants, and
makc and sign all processes of commitment, but the same
shall be heard and determined as now provided by law; but
such complaints, accusations, warrants or processes of commitment, drawn and signed by the judge of said court shall
be equally valid. ~V\Thenever said judge shall he engaged in 'Vhen judge is
from
the transaction of civil husiness, or be absent from the court absent
cou rt rooIn,
clerk sball
room or the office shall he vacant, said clerk shall have and perfornl
duties.
exercise the same powers and perform the same duties which
said judge possesses and is authorized to perform in the
transaction of criminal business. All processes issued by -processes
issued in
said clerk in criminal matters shall bear the seal of said court criminal matters, shaU be
and be signed by said clerk and have the same authority as if under seal.
issued and signed hy said judge.
'SEOT. 17. AU fines, penalties and costs paid into said All fines and
court upon convictions and sentences in criminal matters, i~~ts~~t~l:~'
together 1yith all fees allowed by law in the transaction of f:~IC~~ paid
. . 1 ane1"1
b
'
I 11 11e pUle
. 1 to sale
. 1 clerk; pro- treasury.
crlmma
ClVl
mnness,
S IH
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211 vided, that there shall be allowed for every warrant issued,
one dollar, and for the trial of an issue in criminal cases, two
dollars, and all other fees in criminal cases shall be the same
as are taxable by trial justices.
'SECT. 18. All fine::; and forfeltures ancl fees of the judge
All fines and
fees, sball be
and clerk of said court imposed and collected by said court
paid into
Co. treasury.
in ull criminal cases and all fees of said judge and clerk of
said court ill civil and criminal cases received by said clerk
shall be accounted for and paid over quarterly into the treasury of said county for the use of said county; and all fees of
said court paid after any commitment to any jailer shall be
paid by him monthly into said treasury.
'SECT. 19. The several trial justices and justices of the
Trial justices,
and justices
peace
in the city of Bangor shall continue to have and exer{)f the peace,
in Bangor,
cise all the power and authority vested in them by the laws
shall not
exercise any
civil 01'
of the United States; but no such ju::;tices shall, except in
criminal
jurisdiction.
proceedings in bastardy, exercise any civil 01' criminal jurisdiction under a IJelmlty of twenty dollars for each offense,
-penalty.
to be recoycred by indictment. But nothing in this act shall
be construed to prevent such justices from doing any Imsiness other than that cspecially devolving upon said court.
'SECT. 20. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
Inconsistent
acts, repealed.
this act, except chapter one hundred and seventy-seven of
the private and special laws of eighteen hundred and eightyseven and acts additional thereto and amendatory thereof,
relating to the Old Town Municipal Court, and chapter two
hundred and sixty of' thc private and specialla'Ts of eighteen
hundred auel eighty-three, and acts additional thercto and
amendatory thereof, relating to the municipal court in the
town of Dexter, are hereby rflpealed.
'SECT. 21. Sections eleven and eighteen of this act shall
Secs. 11 and 18,
shall be con- relate back and be considered as in force and effect on the
sidered as in
force on
first day of January, eighteen hundred anclninety-fi\re.
Jan. 1st.
'SECT. 22. This act shall take effect when Hpproved.'
CHAP.

Approved lIIarch 20, 1895.

