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CITY OF BATH. 

Challtm' 132. 
An Act to amend "An Act to incorporate the Oity of Bath." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hmtse of Representatives 
in Legislatnre assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. The act to incorporate the city of Bath shall be 
amended from the passage of this act, by inserting in section 

'two after the words "is not anthorized to vote, assess and 
appropriate money," whore they occur in said section, the 
WOl'ds 'except for such purposes as are authorizod by law.' 
Also by adding at the end of said section the words, 'except 
thoso negotiable and in the hands of a hona {-ide holder for 
value.' So that the section as alllended, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential 
and municipal affairs of said city, with the government thereof, 
shall be vOi3ted in ono principal lllagi:-;trate, to be styled the 
mayor, and one council of sevcn to be denominated the hoard 
of aldermen, and one council of twenty-one to be denominated 
the comllJon council, all of whollJ shall he inhabitants of said 
city; which boards shall constitute and be called the city 
council; and shall be sworn to a faithful performance of the 
duties of their respective offices. Provided, the city coun­
cil shall not vote, assess or appropriate any money for 
any object or purpose for which the tmvn of Bath is not 
authorizod to voto, assess and ap'propriate money, except for 
such purposes as aro authorized by law. But the city council 
may vote, assess and appropriate money for tho building and 
repairing of scb-ool houses, and for the purchase of land 
whereon to build the same. And provided, further, that 
neither the city cOllncil, nor any agent 01' officer of the city, 
shall raise or hire any money for, or on acconnt of the city, 
01' the inhabitants thereof, except for the purposes for which 
the town of Bath is now by lnw authorized to mise money; 
and all notes, bonds, obligations, scrip 01' orders given by the 
city coullcil, 01' by any officer or agont thereof, for money or 
proporty obtained for any other purposes, shall be void, 
except those negotiahle and in the hancls of a bona {-ide holder 
for value.' 

Also in the third soction, by striking out after the words 
"the city requires it," the words "by a notice in one or more 
of the papers printed in the city 01'," anel by inserting after 
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Sec. 4, 
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CITY o~' BATH. 

the words' ,thc year preceding the yom' for which he was 
eledocl," the worcls 'prior to the first j\londay in March,' so 
that the sedion as amelHled, shall rend as follows: 

'SECT. 3, The mayor of said city shall be the chief exec­
uti,'e mngistrate thereof, It shall be his duty to be vigilallt 
and active in cttuiOing the laws nndregnlations of the city to 
he executed and enforced, to exercise a geneml snpervision 
oyer the conduct of all subordinate officer"" and to cause their' 
violations or negled of duty to be punished. He may call 
special meetings of the boanl of aldermen and common coun­
cil, or either of them, when in hi", opinion the interest of the 
city requires it, hy causing H sUlllmons 01' notification to be 
left at the usnal dwelling place of each member of the board 
01' hoards to be convened. He shall, ii'om time to time, 
communicate to both of them snch inforlllation, and recom­
mend :mch measures, as the business and interests of the city 
may, in his opinioll, require. He shall prciOide i.n the board 
of aldermen, and in the joint meetings of the two boards, hut 
shall have only a casting vote. The salary and compensation 
of the mayor shall he determined hy the city council of the 
year preceding the yellr for which he is elected, prior to the 
first Monday in March; and when not so established, his sal­
ary, as lllayor, ",hall be the :,mm8 as was allowed the mayor 
of the next preceding year for his services as such, which 
shall not l)e increased 01' diminished during his continuance 
in office, unless hy the vote of the (ll1fllified electors in ward 
meeting called for that purpose, Nor shall he recei,Te from 
the city any other compensation for any service by him ren­
dered in any other capacity 01' agency. Provided, however, 
the city coulleil may elect the mayor to any city office, and 
allow him a rensonahle compensation for such serviceiO. But 
the aldermen and common councilmen iOhallnot be entitled to 

receive any salary 01' compensation for any serviees hy them 
performed as such.' 

Also, in the fourth section, hy striking out after the words, 

"for the ensning year, including ," the words' 'a chief engineer" 
down to and including the words "that fire wards now have" 
and inserting instead thereof, the words, 'the board of engi­
neers of the fire department, which shall consist of a chief 
engineer and a first and second assistant engineer, who shall be 
elected for the following terms; chief engineer, for three years; 

first assistant engineer, for two years; and the second assistant 



CITY OF BA'l'H. 

engineer, for one year, and all suhsequent elcctions of engi­
neers Ehall be for three years. The chief onghleer, or, in 
his absence, the ncxt engineer in rank who lllay be present, 
shall have all the power anel authority that fire wards now 
have.' And by striking ont the word "fifty" where it occurs 
in said section, and inserting instead thereof tho words 'one 

hundred.' And also by inserting after the words' 'the pub-
lic intercst," the words 'the lllunicipal fiscal year shall end on 
the thirty-first clay of' January, and thc reports of all city 
officials shall be cOlllpleted and made to the city council at a 
llleeting to be held on the second vYednesday of February, or 
at a spedal mceting to be held within three days after the 
second vYedllesc1ay of Fcbruary.' And by striking out after 
the words "and the city council shall," the words "as often 
as once a year," and inscrting instcad thereof the words 'at 
least one wcek prior to the f1rst Monday of March,' and hy 
adding at thc close of said section the words, 'thc mayor shall 
not overdra IV any appropriation, except hy vote of the city 
counci I, and the city treaSlll'cr shall present to the city coun-
cil, at each regnlar meeting of said hody, a statement show-
ing the exact cOllLlition of each ap[lropriatiOl:.' 80 that thc 
section as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SEOT. 4. The executive powers of Olaid city gcncrally, and 
the administration of police, ·with all the pmycrs of selectmen 
of the town of Bath, shall be vested in tho mayor and alder­
mcn, as fnlly as if the same had heen herein particularly 
enumerated. All othcr [Jowcrs now veOlted in the inhabitants 
of Raid town, and all other powers granted by this act, includ­
ing the power to establish snch laws and ordinances as may 
be necessary and propel' for the due organization and rcgula­
tion of the fire department shall he vested in the mayor and 
aldermen and commOll council of saiel city, to be exercised by 
concurrent vote, each board to have a negative upon the other. 
But all elections of officers by the city council shall be by 
joint ballot of the two hoards in cOllvention. The city council 
shall annually, on the third Monday in March, or as soon 
thereafter as conveniently may he, elect and appoint all sub­
ordinate officers and agents for the city for the ensuing year, 
provided, that the board of engineers of the firo department 
which shall consist of a chief engineer, and a first and secoll(l 
assistant engincer shall be elected by the city council of 
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OITY OF BATH. 

eighteen hundred and ninety-five for the following terms: 
chief engineer for three years, first assistant engineer for two 
years, and the second assistant engineer for one year, and all 
subsequent elections of engineers shall be for three years. 
The chief engineer, or in his absence, the next engineer in 
rank ivho may be present, shall have all the power and 
authority that fire wards now have, shall define their duties, 
and fix their compensation, in cases where such duties and 
compensation shall not he defined and fixed by the laws of the 
state, and may, by conCUlTent Yote, remove officers, when in 
their opinion sufficient callse for removal exists. All officers 
shall be chosen and yacancies supplied for the current year, 
except as herein otherwise directed. All the said subordinate 
officers and agents shall hold their offices during the ensuing 
year and until others shall be elected and qnalificd in their 
stead, unless sooner remoyed hy the city council. All moneys 
receiyed and collected for or on account of the city, hy any 
officer or agent thereof shall forthwith be paid into the city 
treasury. The city council shall take care that moneys shall 
not he paid from the treasury unless granted or appropriated; 
shall secme a prompt and just accountability, hy requiring 
bonds with sufficient penalties and sureties from all persons 
trusted with the receipt, custody or dishursement of money; 
shall haye the care and superintendcnce of city buildings, and 
the custody and management of all city property, with power 
to let or sell what lllay be legally let 01' sold, and to purchmle 
and take, in the name of the city, such real or personal prop­
erty, not exceeding the SUlll of one hunch'ed thollsand dollars, 
exclu::;i ve of the property now owned by the town, as they 
may think uscful to the public interest. The municipal fiscal 
year shall end on the thirty-first day of January, and the 
reports of all city officials shall be completed and made to the 
city council at a meeting to be held on the second ,Yeclnesday 
of February, or at a special meeting to be held within three 
days after the second ,Vednesday of Fe hruary. And the city 
council shall, at least one week prior to the first .Monday of 
March, cause to be published for the information of the 
inhabitants, a particular account of the receipt:; and expendi­
tures, and a schechdc of the city property. And no money 
shall he paid from the treaslU'Y, unleRs the same be appro­
priated by the city council, and upon a warrant signed by 
the mayor, ,,,hich warrant shall state the appropriation nnder 
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which the same is drawn. Thc mayor shall not overdraw any 
appropriation, except by vote of the city council, and the city 
treasurer shall present to the city council, at each regnlar 
meeting of ::;aid body, a statement showing the exaet condi­
tion of each appropriation.' 

Also by striking out the word "Lincoln" in section seven 
and inserting instead thereof, the word 'Sagaduhoc.' So that 
the section as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 7. The city conncil ::;hall hn ve exclusive authority 
and power to layout any new street 01' pnhlic way in said 
city, and to estimate the damages any individual may sustain 
therehy, and shall in other respects be governed by and suh­
ject to the same rules nnd restrictions as are provided in the 
laws of this state regulating the laying ont and repairing streets 
and puhlic highways. And an·y person aggrieved hy the 
decision 01' judgment of said city council, may, so fur 
as relates to damnges, have them as::;essed by a commit­
tee 01' jl1l'Y us now by law provided; and the comIty com­
missioners for Sag'adahoc connty shall have power to lay 
out within said city, any part of any new county road 
that shull l)y them he laid ant in any adjoining town 01' 

towns, and shall pass thence into or through said city, 
according to the provbions of law; and any highway, town 
way or hddge which lUeS been, or hereafter may be located 
within sniel town 01' city, between high and low water mark, 
shall, nevertheless, be deemed to he lcgally located and 
established.' 
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Also in the t,,'elfth sedion, hy striking ant after thc Sec. 12, 

words "shall he (lidde(1 into seven wards" thc wordH amended. 

"which shall respcetiYely crnhrnce" clown to and including 
the words' 'preceding "unls," and inserting insteacl thereof, 
the words, 'amI the city connon shall proville and dcsignate 
n huilding 01' room, to he llsed as a ,yard room by the inha1)i-
tauts of eaeh "ard, and said room on election (Inys e;hall he 
for their special nse, and at all other times, during cvenings, 
said room shall he at the service, frec of charge, of the 
inbabitants of :::nic1 wanls for the purpose of bolding cancuses 
01' meeting:::. The seyeral wards shall emhmce all the terri-
tory lying ~Yithill the limits of the city, to bc known, c1es-
eriIJed and bounc1ell as they now exi::;t, saicl hounds ancl des­
cription to appear uncleI' the bead of ward houndaries i111111e-
cliately fa 11o\\'ing the city charter. 
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CHAP. 132 And hy striking out after tho words "hold hy him in said 

,Yards. 

-boundaries. 

-when ,yards 
111ay be 
reviewed. 

-election of 
waJ'den and 
clerk. 

-shall be 
SWorn. 

-wardens 
shall preside 
at all ward 
meetings. 

-wardell, 
pro tem. 

capacity" tho words "the inha hitants of each "Ward" clmrn to 
and including the wOl'Cls "assos::;Ol'S and selectmen of t01vns" 
and insert instead thereof, the words 'the warden of each 
ward shall appoint two persons, one froll} each of tho two 
political parties casting; the largest numher of votes at the 
preceding election, to assist the warden in sorting and connt­
ing tho votes.' So that the section as amended, shall rend as 
follows: 

'SECT. 12. For tho purpose of holding elections, said city 
shan ho diyided into seven wards, and the city conncil shall 
provide and designate the huilding 01' room, to he nsed afl a 
ward room hy the inhahitants of each wllrd, and said room 
on olection days shall be fortheir special use, and at all other 
times, during evenings, said rooms shall be at the sorvice, 
free of charge, of the inhabitants of said wards for the PUl'­
pose of holding caucuses or meetings. The sel'eral wards 
shall ombrace all the torritory lying within the limits of the 
city, to he known, desorihed and bounded as they now exi::;t, 
said bounds and desoriptions to appeal' nnder the head of 
ward houndaries immediately following the city chador. And 
it shall be the duty of the city cOllnoil, once in ten years, and 
no oftener than fiye yoars, to reyiew, anrl, if it he needfnl, to 
altor said wards in BlH)h lluwner as to proserve as nearly as 
may be an oqual number of inhabitants in each. In each of 
said wards, there sh[\l1 annually, on the first Monday of 
March, bo chosen hy haUot a warden and clerk, ~lYho shall hold 
their offices for ono year, and until others have heon chosen 
in their pbces. Said 1ntl'den and clerk shall ho sworn to the 
fai.thful performance of thoir respectil'e dutie::; hy any justice 
of the peace of said city; and a cHtificate of SItch oaths 
having heen administered shall ho entered hy the 
clerk on the recol'lls of tho ward. The wardens shall 
preside at all ward meotings "ith the pOl\'er of mode­
rators of town meeting'S. If at any meeting the warden 
should not ho present, tho clerk of such ward shall oall the 
meeting to order, and prosido until a warden, pro temporo, 
shall be chosen. If neither of them should he present, any 
legal voter in the ward lllay preside until a clerk, pro tem­
pore, shall be elocted. In case 110 justice of the pence be 
present the porson presiding mny admini::;ter the oath to the 
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warden and clerk. The clerk shall record all the proceedings, CHAP. 132 

and certify the votes given; and deliver oyer to his successor 
in office all such records Hml joul'llals together with all other 
documents and papers held by him in said capacity. The 
wanlen of each ward shall appoint two persons, one frolll each 
of the two political parties casting the largest numher of votes 
at. the l,receding election, to assist the warden in sorting and 
connting the votes. All regnlar ward meetings shall be noti­
fied and called by a ",arrant frolll the mayor anel aldermen in 
the mlllmer prescrihed by the laws of this state for notifying 
and calling town meetings by the selectmen of thc several 
towns, excepting that warclmeetings for the election of lllayor 
after the second trial, may be called within the time provided 
in such cases in this act.' 

-dutIes of 
clerk. 

-persons 
shall be 
appointed to 
assist in 
counting 
votes. 

-how all ward 
meetings shall 
be called. 

Also in the thirteenth section, hy inserting after the words Sec. 13, 

"colllmon councilmen" the words 'warden, ward clerks, ward amended. 

constHhle and one member of the school hoard,' and by strik-
ing out the word "majority" and inserting instead thereof, 
the word 'plurality' and also by adding at the end of said sec-
tion the words 'and the mayor, wardens, ward clerks, ward 
constables lLnd members of t.he school board shall hold their 
office until others shall he dnly q nnlified.' So that t.he section 
as amended, shallrcad as follows: 

'SECT. 13. The mayor shall be elected fi'om t.he citizens 
at largc, hy the inhal)itants of the city voting in t.heir respec­
tiYe YVHrds; one alderman, three common councilmen, war­
den, ward clerk, ward constable and one member of the school 
hoard shall he elected from each ward, heing residents in the 
wards where elected; all said officcrs shall he elected by bal­
lot. by a plurality of the votes given, and shall hold their 
offices one year from the third JVIondny in March and until 
others shall be elected in t.heir placcs; and the mayor, war­
dens, ward clerks, ward constables andmemhers of t.he school 
hoard sha.ll hold their officc until others shall he duly quamied.' 

Also hy st.riking out in the fifteent.h section the words 
"immediately after a warden and derk shall ha ve heen elected 
and sworn" and hy inserting after the wordtl "three common 
councilmen" t.he words 'and a warden, n'al'll clerk, ward con­
stahle and one memlJer of the school hoard, on one ballot,' 
and hy inserting after the words "deliver t.o the persons 
elected aldermen alld common c0I111cilmen" t.he words 'war-

Election of 
luayor and 
other officers. 

-shall hoW 
till others are 
chosen. 

Sec. 15, 
amended. 
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CHAP. 132 den, ward clerk, wurd constable and one member of the school 
hOHrd,' und by inserting after the words "choico of aldermen 
and common councilmen" the words' warden, warcl clerk, ward 
constable and one memher of the school board,' and hy strik­
ing out the words "to complete snch election. If on the 
seoon(l balloting," down to and including the words "thus 
effocted" and insert instead thereof the words 'unill a ohoice 
sha 11 he efYeoted.' 

AnIlual 11leet­
ings shall be 
held on first 
Monday of 
March, and 
officers 
elected on one 
ballot 

-how votes 
shall be 
counted. 

Ward clerk 
shall deli vel' 
to persons 
elected, 
certificates of 
election. 

If election is 
not completed, 
lneetillg luay 
be adjourued 
until choice is 
effected. 

Mayor shall 
be notified of 
election 
within ~4 
hours. 

And by striking out the word" majority" and insert instead 
thereof, the word 'plnrality.' 

And by inserting after the words "notified in writing of 
his election" the words 'within twenty-foul' hours,' and also 
by striking out after the words "and in case the oitizens 
should fail on a second ballot to elect a mayor" the words 
"the said board shall again" down to and including the words 
"if no one shall then have snoh number" and also hy striking 
ant the words "hy some one having the highest number of 
votes ;" so that the soction, as fllnended, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 15. On the first Monday in March annually the 
qualified electors of each ward shall ballot for a mayor, one 
alderman, three comlllon counoilmen, a ~warden, ward olerk, 
ward constable and one member of tho school boltrd, on one 
ballot; all tho votes given for the said several officers, rospec­
tively, shall he sortod, counted, declarod and registered in 
opon ward mooting, by oausing the names of persons voted 
for, and the number of votes given for each, to be written in 
the ward record in words at length. The ward clerk, within 
twenty-foul' hours after such election, shall deli,rer to the 
persons elected alderman, common councilmen, wardon, ,yard 
clerk, ward constable and one lllemlH:'r of the school hoard, 
certificates of their election, and shall forth with deli "er to 
the city clerk a certified copy of the record of such election; 
provided, howevcr, that if the choice of alderman, cOlllmon 
councilmen, warden, \Yard clerk, ward constnhle and 
memher of the school hoard cannot cOllyeniently he 
effected on that day, the meeting' may he adjourned 
from day to day until a choice "hall be effected. The 
board of aldermen shall, as soon as conveniently may be, 
examine the copieR of the recordR of the sO\reral wards certi­
fied as aforesaid, awl shall caUfle the pcrsoll who shall have 
becn elected mayor by a plurality of votes gi von in all the 
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wards, to be notified in writing of his election, within twenty­
four hoUl's; but if it shan appear that no person shall have 
been elected, or if the person elected shall refuse to accept 
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the office, the said board shall issue their warrants for anothcr -further elec­

election; and in case the citizens tihould fail on a second ~~l'A~ if'th~ree 
ballot to elect a mayor, furthcr elections shall in the same 
manner be ordered, until a choice be made; and in case of a 
vacancy in thc office of mayor, hy death, resignation or other­

wise, it shall be filled for the remainder of the term by a 
new election, in the manner hereinbefore provided for the 
choice of said officer; and ill the mean time the president, 
pro tempore, of the board of aldermen shall perform the 

is no choice. 

-vacancy 
how filled: 

duties of mayor. The oath prescribed by this act shall be -how mayor 
shall be SWOl'D. 

administered to the mayor by the city clerk, or any jur;tice of 

the l:ettee in tiaid city. The aldermen and common council­
men elcct shall, on the third Monday in March, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, mect in convention, when the oath required 
by the second section of thitl act, shall be administered to the 
members of the two boards present by the mayor or any 

justice of the peace, and thereupon the two hoards shall sep­
arate, and the board of comll1on council shall be organized 
by the election of a president and clerk. And the board of 

aldermen, the m~Lyor being present, shall choose a presiflent, 

pro tempore, of that hoal'll, who, in the absence of the mayor, 
shall do and perform all the duties incllmbent on the mayor, 
except the excrcise of the veto power.' 

SECT. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March O. 18\15. 

25 

-how oath to 
aldermen and 
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