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WELLS BEAOH AND OGUNQUIT ELEOTRIC RAILROAD OOMPANY. 

An Act to incorporate the Wells Beach and Ogunquit Electric Railroad Company, 
and to authorize the construction of same across tide waters. 

Be it enacte(l by the Senate and H01lse of Re1J1'esentatives 
,in Legislatu1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. l. Cluil'les ,V. Tihbetts, ,Vil1iam H. Eaton, vYaltel' 
D, Davi::;, ,Villinm S. ,VeIls, Joseph H. Milch-am, F. M. 
Boire, ,Villiam U. Littlefield, Herbert L. Moulton, N. P. M. 
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Oorporators. 

Jacobs, Byron K. Mitchell, Joseph B. Brackett, Oscar J. 
Hubbard, AUl'on H. Littlefield and Ransom B. Cronk, their 
associates, successors and assigns, are hereby made a hody 
corporate and politic hy the name of the ,Yells Beach and Oorporate 

nalne. 
Ogunquit Eleetric Railroad Company, with power to con-
struct, maintain, equip and operate a street railroad with 
conyenient single and llo11hle track, from ,Yells Beach station 
on the western division of the Boston and Maine Railroad 
in the town of ,Yells, to ,Yells beach, Ogunquit beach 

-authorized 
to construct a 
street 
railroad. 

and Ogunquit village, all in thc town of ,Yells, and -location. 

upon any street, roads 01' highways in said town as may 
bc necessary for the public accommodation, and to lay 
hranches or side tracks over and upon any street or highway 
in said town, and to erect and maintain in any ::;llch street 
or highway all necessary or convenient lines of poles, wil'es, 
appliances and appl1l'tenances subject to thc general laws of 
the state regulating the erection of posts and lines for the 
purposes of electricity, and may also erect and maintain all 
necessary and convcnient power stations and cal' houses. 

SECT. 2. Saiel corporation before commencing the con
struction of its road, shall present to the railrmLd commis
sioner::; a petition for approval of location elefining its courses, 
distances anel bounelaries, accompanied with a map of the 
proposed ronte on an appropriatc scale, with the written 
approval of the proposed route and location as to the ::;tl'eets, 
roads or ways, of the municipal officers of .'laid town of 
,V ells, and with a report and estimate prepared by a skillful 
eugineer. If the municipal officers upon a written applica
tion therefor, neglect for thirty days to approve a route and 
location as to streets, roads 01' ways, 01' if they refuse to 
approve such a ronte and location, 01' if such route and loca
tion approved by them is not accepted by the corporation, in 
either case, said corporation may appeal to the next term of 

Shall present 
to R. R. com
lllissionel'B 
petition for 
approval of 
location. 

-if IlTunicipal 
officers do not 
approve 
location, or 
location is not 
accepted, 00. 
may appeal to 
S. J. court. 
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CHAP. 124 the supreme judicial court to he held in York county more 
than thirty days from the expiration of said thirty clays or 
from the date of such refusal, or from the approval of the 
location that is not accepted by the corporation, as the case 
may be, excluding the day of the commencement of the 
session of said court. The appellants shall sene written 

-proceedings notice of such al)l)eal u})on said munici})al officers fourteen 
in case of 
appeal. days at least before the session of said court, and shall 

-shall file 
plan as 
approved, 
with Co. COlll-
11lissioners of 
York Co. 

May take land 
outside of 
street liIllits, 
when needed. 

at the first term file a complaint setting forth substantially the 
facts of the case. If the appeal is then entered, and not 
afterwards, the conrt shall appoint a committee of three dis
interested persons who shall be sworn, and if one of them 
dies, declines 01' becomes interested, the court may appoint 
some suitable person in his place, and they shall give such 
notice as the COLll't has ordercd, view the proposed route or 
routes and location or locations, and make their report at the 
next term of the court after their appointment, defining there
in the route and location as to streets or ways as dctermined 
by them, which after acce ptance and entry of' judgment there
on shall forthwith be certified to the railroad commissioners 
and received by them in lieu of the appro\ral of the municipal 
officcrs. Costs may be taxed and allowed as the court may 
order. A~ failnre to appeal shall not hal' the corpomtion 
from making a new application to the munieipal officers. 
Said commissioners shall, suhject to tho provisions of section 
three, upon presentation of such petition, cndorse thcir 
approval thcreon, and the corporation may then procecd with 
the constl'Uction of said road, provided, that it first file with 
the clerk of the court of county commissioners of York coun
ty a copy of the location and plan aforesaid. Any extension 
of, addition to, or variation from the location may be made 
in accordance with, and subject to the limitation of the fore
going provisions. 

SECT. 3. Said corporation outside of the limits of streets, 
roads or ways, for the location, construction and convenient 
use of its road, may purchase or take and hold hy its location 
aforesaid, as for puhlic uses, land and all materials in and 
upon it, whenever for any reason it appears to be impractica
ble to locate said railroad within the limits of said streets, 
roads or ways, but the land so taken shall not exceed four 
rods in width unless necessary for excayatioJls, embankmcnts 
or materia},.; hut no location outside of the limits of any 
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street, road or way, shall be approved by said commissioners, 
unless it appears to be impracticable to locate said milroad 
within the limits of said streets, roads or ways. All damages 
under this section shall be determined and paid in the manncr, 
and under the proceedings provided by chapter fifty-one of 
the revised statutes for lands taken for steam railroads. 

SECT. 4. Said railroad shall he constructed in such form 
and manner, with snch rails, and upon such grade, as the 
municipal officers of V\T ells may direct, and whenever in the 
judgment of said corpo!'ation it shall be necessary to alter the 
grade of any strect, town 01' eounty road, said alterations shall 
be made at the sole expense of' said corporation, with the 
assent and in accordance with the directions of said municipal 
officers. If the tracks of said railroad shall cross any steam 
railway and a dispute arises in any way in regard to the 
manner of crossing, thc board of railroad commissioners 
shall, upon hearing, decide and determine in writing in what 
manner the crossing shall be made, and it shall be constructed 
accordingly. 

SECT. 5. The municipal officers of said IYells shall have 
power at all times to make all sLlCh rcgulations as to the mode 
of LIse of tracks of said railroad, the rate of speed, and the 
removal and disposal of snow and ice from the streets, roads 
and ways as the public safety and convenience may rcquire. 

SECT. G. Said corporation shall keep and maintain in 
repair such portions of the strects, roads or ways, as shall he 
by it occupied, and shallmtLke all other repairs thcrein, ren
dered necessary by such occupation. If not repaired UpOI1 
reasonable notice, such repairs may he made by said town at 
the expense of said corporation. 

SECT. 7. Said corporation shall be liable for any loss or 
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-dalna,ges 
under this 
section, how 
deterlluned. 

Municipal 
officers shall 
prescribe 
luanner of 
construction, 
rails and 
grade. 

Orossings of 
any R. R .• how 
determined. 

l\Iunicipal 
officers luay 
regUlate 
speed, and 
renlovalof 
snow, 

Corporation 
s hall keep in 
repair such. 
portions of 
streets as it 
occupies. 

Liable for 

1 I . h . carelessness 
C amage W llC any person may sustam, by reason of any care- or neglect. 

lcssness, neglect or misconduct of said corporation, its agents 
01' servants, 01' 1)'y reason of any olJstructions 01' defects in any 
street or rond caused hy the negligence of said corporation, 
its agents 01' servants, and shall bold the town harmless ii'om 
any suits for such loss 01' damages; provided, said corpora- -proviso. 

tion tlhall have notice of any such suit, and shall he allowed 
to defend. 

SECT. 8. If any person shall willfully anel lllaliciously Penalty for 

obstruct said cOl'I)Oration in the nse of its roads, tracks or obstructing corporation. 

property, or the passing of cars thereon, such person and all 
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CHAP. 124 who shall aid or ahet therein shall he punished hy n fine not 

exceeding two hundred dollartl, or hy imprisonment in the 

county jail for a period not exceeding sixty cbys. 

RUllning of 
cars in winter 
may be 
discontinued, 
on conditions 
imposed by 
luunicipal 
officers. 

-appeal may 
be taken to 
R. R. C0111-
luib,sioners. 

May lay tracks 
over any 
bridge in 
vVells, allcl 
buil(l bri~ge 
over tide 
water, with 
approval of 
R. R. COffi
luissionel's. 

Capital stock. 

"Chen Co. may 
issue bonds 
and lllortgage 
property. 

SECT. 9. Upon written npplication hy said corporation, to 

the municipal officcrs of said ,Yeils, and hearing thereon, the 
municipal officers may authorize snid corporation to discon

tinue the running of its cars, during such portions of the 
winter months, nndullon such terms nnd conditions as they 
may determinc; said company mny appeal from tlueh decision 
to the hoard of railroad commisflioners, who shall, after 

reasonable notice and hearing, nmke such a lletermination 
thereon as shall he reasonahlc and propel', and their decision 
shall be final. 

SECT. 10. Snid corporation shall haye power to by its 
tracks along or oyer any bridge 01' bridges in the town of 
\\r ells, now constructed or that may bc hereafter constructed 
by tiaid town across tide waters, and if necessary may con
struct bridges across and oyer the ,Yebhannet river and the 

Ognnquit riYer at any place above the Ognnquit bridge; if it 
shall construct a bridge across and over the ,Yehhanllet riYcr 
below the Island Ledge hridge, the same shall he constructed 

with a suitahle draw RO as not to impede naviga60n. Before 

laying its tracks along 01' over any bridge 01' bridgcs main
tained by the town of \\T ells, said corporation shall receive 

the written approval of the railroad cOlllmissioners, and if ill 

the judgment of said commissioners it shall bc necessary to 
strengthen such bridge or bridge8, they Illay determine how 

such bridges shall bc strengthened, and how the cost of 
strengthening said hridges 81mH be apportioned bctween 8uid 
corporation and the town of ,Yells. 

SECT. 11. The capital stock of said corporation shall be 
one hundred thousand dollars, suhject to incrcase to any amount 

necessary for the purposes authorized by this act by a voie 
of not less than a majority of all the capital stock then issued 
and outstanding. ,Yhcn one-quarter of its capital stock shall 

have been actually paid in, sHid corporation lllay mortgage 
its property and franohises for the plll'pose of extending its 
lines or providing for the 8clllipment of said road, and for 
this purpose may issue lJonds to the extent of capital actually 

paid in, to be secured by such mortgagc 01' Illortgages, pro
vided, such issllc of honds and mortgages ShHll hc :lUthor-



WELLS BEACH AND OGUNQUIT ELECTRIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 157 

ized by a vote of not less than three-quarters of the capital CHAP. 124 
stock then issued and outstanding. 

SECT. 12. Said corporation may make such by-laws as By-laws. 

may be necessary, not inconsistent with the laws of the state 
and the provisions of this act. 

SECT. 13. Said corporation may fix from time to time, May fix rates 
of transport a

snch rates of compensation for transporting persons and tion. 

property on said railroad us it may deem reasonable. 
SECT. 14. Any three of the persons hereinhefore named -first 

meeting. 
as incorporators, may call the fir:it meeting of said corpora
tion hy notice given by publication ill some newspaper pub
lished in York county, 01' by giving personal notice to the 
other persons named as incorporators, at least ten days prior 
to the time of meeting, at which first meeting by-laws may be 
adopted, and the directors of roaid corporation be chosen. 

SECT. 15. If said corporation shall not within three years 
after the date of the approval of this act, begin the construc
tion of its road and expend thereon at lcast ten thousand dollal's, 
its corporate existence and power shall cease, but the railroad 
commissionel's shall have power to revive this charter after 
lapse by failure to proceed with its construction within the 
time before limited, upon an application made to them there
for by the directors of said corporation after notice and hear
ing thereon. 

SECT. 1G. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved lIIarch 5, 1895. 

When 
corporate 
existence 
shall cease. 

-how charter 
mar be 
reVived. 


