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CITY OF BATH. 

An Act to amend chapter one hundred and thirty-foul' of the Public Acts of eigh­
teen hundred and thirty-four, entitled "An Act to establish a Munioipal Court in 
the city of Bath" as amended by chapter one hundred and sixty-seven of the 
Public Acts of eighteen hundred and thirty-five, as amended by section eleven 
of the city charter of the city of Bath. 

Be £t enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentat£ves 
£n Legislatw'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Chapter one hundred and thirty-four of the 
public acts of eighteen hundred and thirty-four entitled" An 
Act. to establish a municipal court in the town of Bath," and 
as amended by chapter one hundred and sixty-seven of the 
public acts of eightcen hundred and thirty-five, and as 
amended by section eleven of the city charter of the city of 
Bath, is hcreby further amended, so that the same when 
amended, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 1. A municipal court is hereby established in and 
for the city of Bath and the towns of 'Vool wich, Arrowsic, 
Georgetown, Phippsblll'g and '~Test Bath in the county of 
Sagadahoc, which shall be called the Bath Municipal COlll't 
and have and use a seal on all original processes, and shall 
consist of one judge who shall be appointed, cOlllmissioned 
and qualified as provided 11y the la wand constitution of the 
state. Saiel judge shall be a memher of the bar of Sagadahoc 
count.y and shall reside during hi::; cont.inuance in office in the 
city of Bath, and who shall receive from said cit.y an annual 
salary of eight. hundrcd dollars pel' ycar t.o be paid hhu in 
quarterly payments. Said salary shall be in full for all the 
fees and emoluments of the office. The present judge shall 
continue in office until the end of t.he t.erm for which he was 
appointed. The said judgc shall enter, or cause to he 
entered on the docket of said court all civil and criminal 
act.ions, with full minut.es of the proceeding::; in and di::;posi­
tion of the same, which docket shall he at all t.imes opeu to 
inspection; and ho shull perform (Lll othor duties roquiroll of 
similar t.rihunals in this st.ate. 

'SECT. 2. Said COUl't ::;hall exorcise jlll'isdiotion OV8r all 
suoh matt.ers and things, civil and oriminal within the oounty 
of Sagadahoo as trial justices may oxorcbe and under similar 
restrictions and limitatiolls, and conClll'rent. jurisdiction with 
trial justioes in oases of foroible entry and detainer in said 
oounty and exclusive jlll'isdiction in all :moh matterl:; and things 
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when both parties interested, or any plaintiff and a person sum- CHAP. 135 
moned as trustce resides in the city of Bath or either of the 
towns named in section one of this act, and over all offenses 
committed against the ordinances and by -la ws of said city, 
though the penalty thereof may accrue to said city and towns 
and in the prosecution on any such ordinances or by-laws or any 
special law of the state relating to said city or to either of 
said tOWllS, such by-luw, ordinance or special law need not 
be recited in the complaint or process, nor the allegations 
therein be more particnlar than in prosecutions on a public 
statute, and over all such criminal offenses within the limits 
of the same as are cognizable by trial justices,· and no trial 
justicc or justice of the peace shall take cognizance over any 
crime or misdemeanor committed in said city, or in either of 
said towns, 01' any civil action over which said court has 
exclusive jmisdiction; and conCl1l'l'ent jurisdiction with the 
supreme judicml comt in all personal actions where the debt 
or damage demanded exclusive of costs is over twenty dol-
lars and not oycr onc hundred dollars, and in all actions of 
1'eple,Tin uncleI' chapter ninety-six of revised statutes, when it 
appears tlmt the Sllm demanded for the pcnalty, forfeitme or 
damages, or the value of the goods replevined, does not 
exceed onc hundred dollars, and any defendant or any person 
summoned as trustee reside in the county of Sagadahoc, but 
this jurisdiction shall not include procecdings under the 
divorce laws, nor jurisdiction over actions in which thc title 
to real cstate according to the pleadings filcd in the case by 
either party is in qnestion exccpt as provided in chapter 
nincty-follr, sections six and ::;even of the revised statutes. 

'SECT. 3. ~aid court shall have concmrcnt jurisdiction 
with the supreme jLHlicial comt in the county of Sagadahoc, 
of all offcn,;es not required hy thc constitution or any statutc 
to he answercd for on a presentment or indictment of a grand 
jury, and may punic;h hy fine not exceeding one 1111ndred dol-
lar::; or hy imprisollment for a term less than one year, and of 
all other offenses over which snch jul'isc1ictiOll is 01' liay hc 
granted not hcrein specified. 

'SECT. 4. If any defendant in any action in said court 
whore the amount claimed in the writ exceed::; twenty dollar::; 
01' his ageut 01' attol'l1ey shall on the retmn clay of the writ, 
file in said eourt his pleadings amI a motion asking that said 
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CITY OF BATH. 

cause be removed to the supreme judicial court, and deposit 
with the judge the sum of two dollars for copies and entry 
and entry fee in said supreme court, to be taxed in his costs, 
if he prevails the said action shall be removed into the supreme 
judicial COllrt for said county. The judge shall forthwith 
cause certified copies of the writ, officer's return and defen­
dant's motion to be filed in the clerk':; office of said snpreme 
court within ten days, and shall pay the entry fee thereof, 
and said action shall be entered on the docket of the follow­
ing term, unless snid court shall then be in session, when it 
shall be entered forthwith and shall be in order for trial at 
that term. If no such motions and pleadings are filed, the 
said municipal court shall proceed and determine said action, 
subject to the right of appeal in either party as now provided 
hy law. The pleadings in such cases shall be the same as in 
the supreme judicial court. 

'SECT. 5. In any action in which the plaintiff recmrers not 
over twenty dollars debt or damage, the costs to be taxed 
shall be the same as before trial justices except that the plain­
tiff shall have two dollars for his writ j where the defendant 
prevails in any action in which the sum claimed in the writ is 
not over twenty dollars 01' property the value of which does 
not exceed that sum, he shall recover two dollars for his 
pleadings and other costs as before trial justices. In actions 
where the amount recovered by plaintiff exclusive of costs, 
exceeds twenty dollars or property the value of which exceeds 
that sum, or the amount claimed exceeds twenty dollars, 
where the defendant prelrails the costs of parties, trustees and 
witnesses shall be same as in the supreme conrt, except 
the costs to be taxed for attendance :;hall be two dollars and 
fifty cents for each term. 

'SECT. 6. Any person aggrieved nt nny judgment or sen­
tence of said court may nppeal to the supreme judicial court 
in the same manner as from a judgment or sentence of a trial 
justice, and all such appeals shall be in order for trial at the 
first term of said appellate court after such appeal is taken. 
Final judgments where the alliount in controversy exceeds 
twenty dollars in said municipal court, may be examincd in 
thc Slljlreme jLlclicial court on a writ of e1'1'Or or on a petition 
for rcyicw, lind when the judgment is l'elrel'secl, the supl'eme 
judieial court shall render :mch judgment as saiel municipal 
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·court should have rendered, and when a review is granted it 
.shall be tried in said supreme judicial court. 

'SECT. 7. All the provisions of the statutes of the state 
relati ve to the attachment of real and personal property and 
the levy of executions shall be applicable to actions in this 
·court, and executions on judgments rendered therein, where 
the amount recovered exceeds twenty dollars, provided, that 
,property may be attached, equal in value to ad damn um. 

'SECT. 8. Said court is hereby authorized to administer 
'oaths, render judgments, issue executions, certify copics of 
.its records, punish for contempt and compel attendance as in 
the supreme judicial court, and to make all such rules and 
regulations, not repugnant to law, as may be neeessary and 
propel' for the administration of justice, and to facilitate its 
business. 
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'SECT. 9. Price of blank writs with the SUillmonses, with Fees. 

the seal of the court, signcd by the judge or recorder shall be 
foUl' cents, and all other fees in civil cases shall be the same 
as are taxable by a trial justice cxcept as otherwise provided 
in sections foul' and five of this act. All writs and processes 
in civil matters shall be in the name of the state, bear the 
testc of said judge under the seal of said court and signed by 
the judge, be served in time and manner as now provided by 
law in case of writs issucd by trial justices, and be obeyed 
and executed throughout the state. 

'SECT. 10. Said court may adjourn from tillle to time and 
shall be held at such place as shall be provided hy the city of 
Bath, and shall be considered in constant session for the trial 
of criminal offenses; and said court i-lhall be in session eHeh 
Monday at ten o'clock ill the forenoon for the entry of civil 
actions and the entering up of judgments in all defaulted 
actions and for the trial of actions of forcible entry and 
detainer, and on the first and thil'd Mondays of eaeh lllonth 
for the trial and determination of all other eidl processes. 
Every defcndant aud every person i-lulllmonecl as trustee shall 
have twenty-foul' hours in which to enter his appearanee. 

'SECT. 11. It shall bc thc duty of the city of Bath to pro-

Writs and 
processes 
shall be under 
seal of court. 

Sessions. 

City shall 

"ide a suitable conrt room, eOllveniently situnted and ap]1ro- ;'~~~~~bl~;','tl~~ 
pl'iatcly furnished, in whieh to hold said court, and keep the 
same in propel' condition for lise, and also to provide for said 
eourt an appropriate seal, and all blanks, blank hooks, dockets, 

stationery,etc. 
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WIVES AND CHILDREN. 

stationery and other things necessary in the transaction of its 
business, and said city shall have authority to raise money for 
that purpose and for the payment of the salary of the judge. 

'SECT. 12. The records of said court and of' the munici pal 
court as formerly existing in said city shall he deposited with 
and kept by the judge, and said municipal court, shall have 
jurisdiction thereof and full power and authority to issue and 
renew executions and other processe8 and carry into effect 
the judgments and decrees herctofore rendered by said former 
municipal court, and to certify and authenticate the record8 
thereof, lLnd shall for reasonable fees grant and certify copies 
of the records of both courts when required, which shall be 
evidence of the contents of such records in any legal proceed­
ings, and have the same legal and prouati ve force and effect 
as those of the supreme judicial conrt. 

'SECT. 13. All fines and penalties a\varded and collected 
by said court in criminal cases shall he accounted for and paicl 
over monthly; and all fees in both ci vii and criminal cases 
received by said court shall be paid monthly into the city 
treasury for the use of said city. 

'SECT. 14. All acts and parts of acts inconsbtent with this 
act, are hereby repealed.' 

Approved March 25, 1895. 

An Act to compel Husbands and Fathers to contribute to the support of ~Wives 
and Children. 

Be £t enacted b!J the Senale and IIouse of Rep1'eselltatiues 
hi, Le!J1'sZatll?'e assembled, as followi:l : 

,Yhenever a man, having It wife, a minor child, 01' both, 
residing in this state, and from whom he lives apart, and 
heing of sufficient ahility, 01' heing ahle to labor and provide 
for them, willfully and without reasonable cause, refuses or 
neglects to provide suitable maintenance for them, the 
supreme judicial conrt in the county where the wife or chil­
chen reside, on petition of the wife for herself, and for sllch 
children, or of snch children hy their guardian, after snch 
notice to the husband 01' fitther as it may order, and hearing', 
may order him to eontribute to the snpport of his wife, if the 


