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SECT. 2. This act shall not apply to any pending action CHAP. 134 
1101' to any cause of action against estates in which adminis- ~~ls:t~lnot 

pending 
tration has already been granted. actions. 

Approved March 21, 1895. 

An Act to amend chapter two hundred four of the Public Laws of eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, in relation to the jurisdiction of the Municipal Oourt of the city of 
Portland. 

Be it enacted bV the Senate and _House of Representatives 
in Legislattl1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Section t,,·o of chapter two hundred foUl' of the 
public lu IYS of' eighteen hundrcd and fifty-six, as amended 11y 
chaptcr twenty-eight of the puhlic laws of eighteen hundred 
and eighty-seven, is hereby amended hy striking out s:dd sec­
tion and inserting the following: 

'SECT. 2. Said court shall have exclusivc jurisdiction of 
all civil actions in which the debt 01' damagcs llemanded do 
110t excced twenty dollars, and both parties, 01' the defendant, 
01' a person sUlllmoned in good faith as trustee, reside in the 
city of Portland, and of all cases of forcible entry and detainer, 
where thc property demanded is in said city; and of all 
criminal offenses and misdemeanors cOlllmitted hl said city as 
are cognizable by municipal or police courts or trial justices, 
01' are within the additional jurisdiction and authority con­

fel'l'eclupon this court. In actions against two or more defen­
dants or trustees, resiaing in diffel'cnt counties, ,vhere one 
defendant 01' trustee, resides in this eounty, concurrent juris­
diction with other trial justices or municipal 01' police courts, 
in the county where either of the defendants residc, as is 
pl'oyided in section sixteen, chapter eighty-one, and sedion 
five of chapter eighty-six of the rovised statutes of this stato, 
and eoncurrent with other trial justioe,; 01' municipal or polico 
courts in the county of Cumberlanll, OYOI' all matters and 
things, civil and criminal withiu their jurisdiction, where 
exclnsive jurisdiction is not othel'wise conferred hy law; and 
concurreut jllrisdiction with tho superior court in the county 
of Cumberland, in all per,;onal actions including actiolls of 
repleviu when a defendant 01' porson sumllloned in good faith 
[18 trustoe, l'esido:o1 in thc county of' Cumberland, where the 

Sec. 2, ch. 204, 
Public Laws 
of 1856, as 
amenden by 
ch. 28, Laws of 
18S7, amended. 

Jurisdiction 
exclusive, in 
certain cases. 

Ooncurrent 
with trial 
justices or 
luunicipal and 
police courts. 

-with supe­
rior court. 



148 

CHAP. 134 

Shall not in­
clude actions 
ill which title 
to real estate 
is involved. 

Sec. 3, 
amended. 

Judge and 
recorder shall 
not act as 
counsel. 

Sec. 4, 
amended. 

Jurisdiction 
in cases of 
larceny and 
other offenses. 
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debt, damages or goods demanded, exclusive of costs, exceed 
twenty dollars and do not exceed fifty dollars. This juris­
diction shall not include actions in which thc title to real 
estate according to pleadings filed by eithcr party, is in ques­
tion, excepting a8 is provided in chapter ninety-four of the 
revi8ed statutes, sections six and seven, and cxcepting as is 
provided in chapter eighty-three of the revised statutcs, sec­
tion four. All the provitlions of the 8tatutes of this state 
relative to the attachment of real e8tatc and personal property 
and the levying of executions, shall be applicable to actions in 
this court, and executions on judgments rendered therein. 
Said court is hereby authorized to administer oaths, render 
judgments, issue executions, certify copies of its records, 
punish for contempt and compel attendance as in tIle superior 
court of this county.' 

SEC'r.~. Section three of said chapter two hundred and 
folll' is hereby amended, by striking out 8aid section thrce 
and inserting the following 8ection : 

'SECT. 3. The judge 01' recorder shall not act as counsel 
01' attorney in any case, cause, matter or thing which depends 
upon 01' relates to any cause cognizable hy said court.' 

SECT. 3. Section foUl' of said chaptcr two hundred and 
foUl', as amended by chapter one hundred and sixty-three, 
public laws of eighteen hundred and eighty-three, and ehap­
tel' twenty-eight, public laws of eighteen hunched anrl eighty­
seven, and chapter one hundred and fifty-eight, public laws 
of eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, is hereh,)' amcnded, by 
striking out the word "thirty" in thc third line and inscrting 
the "'ord 'fifty,' so that said section as amended, shall read 
Hi" follows: 

'SECT. 4. The said court may take cognizauce of simplc 
larccllics, whcre the property alleged to lJe stolen shall not 
exceed in value fifty dollars, and of' offenses described in sec­
tions 8ix, seven and nine of chapter Olle hundred ancl twenty 
of thc revised iitatutcs, and in sections one and foul' of chap­
ter one hundred and twenty-six of the revised statutes, ,dlere 
thc value of the property does not exceed fifty dollars; of' 
offemes deserilJed in scction foul' of chapter one hundred and 
tLirty-two of the revised statutes, where they arc not of a 
high lind aggmvated nature, anel Oll cOllviuti 011 , may punish 11y 
fine )lot exeeecling twenty clollars, 01' by illl]lriflonmellt in the 
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county jail not exceeding six months; and all violations of the CHAP. 134 

tramp law, and of offenses described in section foul' of chap-
.tel' one hundred and forty-one of the revised statutes, and on 
conviction. may punish by imprisonment in the county or city 
house of correction, not exceeding six months; and have 
-exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses against the by-laws of the 
city; and in prosecution on such by-laws, they need not be 
Temted in the complaint, nor in allegations therein be more 
l)articular than in prosecutions on a public statute.' 

SECT. 4. Section sixteen of said chapter two hundred and 
four is herehy amended by striking out said section, and 
inserting the following section: 

'SECT. 1 G. 'Nhen the judge is occasionally absent from 
the room or office in which the court is held, the recorder 
shall have the power to heal' complaints in all criminals mat­
.tel's, dra w complaints and issue warrants for the apprehension 
of persons charged with any criminal offense or breach of the 
peace; to heal' accusations in bastardy and issue warrants 
thereon, and all warrants so issued by the recorder shall have 
the same authority as if issued by the judge. Said recorder 
shall make, sign and issue all mittimuses, or other processes 
of cOillmitment from said court, but said mittimuses or pl'O-
ceS8es of commitment shall be equally valid if signed by the 

Exclusive 
jurisdiction 
of offenses 
against 
bX-1aws of 
CIty. 

Sec. 16, 
amended. 

In absence of 
judge, 
recorder may 
act in certain 
cases, 

judge.' 
SECT. 5. In all actions in which the amount recovered -costs and 

exceeds_twenty dollars, the costs and fees of parties and attor­
neys shall be the same as in the superior court, except that 
the defendant, if he prevails, shall be allowed two dollan, for 
11is pleadings. 

Approved ;\Iarch 22, 1895. 

fees. 


