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CHAP. 103 

Liability for 
damages. 

Telegraph and 
telephone 
companies, 
may be organ­
ized, under 
ch. 48, R. S. 

Oertificate 
shall set forth 
route. 

'l'ELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE OOMPANIES. 

chise. Such honels maT he issucd in sums not less than one 
hundred dollars each, payable at periods not exceeding twcnty 
years from the date thereof, and bearing intcrest not cxceed­
ing six pel' cent a year, payahle annually 01' semi-annually, 
to an amount which, including that of honds previously issued, 
shall not excecd in all thc capital stock of the corporation 
actually paid in at thc time. 

SECT. 10. Every corporation incorporated undcr the pro­
visions of thiB act shall be liable in all cases, to repay any 
city or town all sums of money that said city 01' town may be 
obliged to pay on any judgment recovercd against it for 
damagcs occasioncd hy any obstruction, digging up 01' dis­
placement of any way 01' strect by said corporation, together 
with counsel fees and cxpenses necessarily incurred in defend~ 
ing said town in actions therefor; provided, however, that 
said corporation shall have notice of the commencement of 
any and all suits for such damage, and such corporation shall 
have the right to defend any such action at its own expcnse. 

SECT. 11. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March 15, 1895. 

Cltal,tm' 103. 
An Act to provide for the incorporation and control of Telegraph Oompanies and 

Telephone Oompanies. 

Be it enactecZ by the Senate ancZ House oj Rep1'esentatives 
in Legislatll1'e assembled, as follows : 

SECT. 1. Telegraph companies and telephone companies 
and companies for the operation of both telegraphs and tele­
phones, lllay he organi.zed under the provisions of sections 
sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen and twenty of chapter 
forty-eight of the revised statutes of this statc and acts 
amendatory thereof and additional thereto, and all the pro­
visions of said sect.ionA and actA are herehy made applicahle 
to such corporations. 

SECT. 2. The certificate provided hy said section cigh­
teen to he prepared and filed i.n the secrctary of state's office, 
shall set forth, ill addition to the statements rcquired hy said 
section, the general route of telegraph or telephonc lines pro-
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l)osed to be oonstruoted by suoh oorporation Rlid the points CHAP. 103 
to be oonneoted thereby. 

SECT. 3. Corporations organized under the provisions of 
this aot shall have authority, exoept as herein limited, to oon­
stl'llot, maintain and operate its lines upon and along the 
route 01' routes and between the points stated in its oertifioate 
of inoorporation. But no oorporation organized hereunder 
shall have authority without special aot of the legislature, to 
oonstruot its lines along the route or routes, used or author-
ized to be used, by any oth~r telegraph or telephone oom-
pany, person or firm, 01' hetween points connected, or 
authorized to be oonnected, by the lines of any suoh oom-
pany, person or firm, llnless it shall first obtain the oonsent 
'of sllch other oompany, person or firm. 

SECT. 4. Suoh oorporations may, subject to the conditions 
.and restrictions provided herein and hy the statutes of this 
state, oonstruct its lines along, ovor, under and across any of 
the road,., and streets and aoross or under any of the waters 
upon and along its route or routes, with all neoessary erec-

Shall not con­
struct'its lines 
along routes 
of lines 
already 
established, 
without act of 
legislature. 

May construct 
lines ulong 
any highway. 

tions and fixtures therefor; provided; however, that the sallle h,~~71~~I~~te 
shall not be so com;trnt'tec1 as to incolUmode the use of suoh public travel. 

roads and street,., for public travel, or interrupt the navigation 
of suoh waters; and prodded, further, that no suoh corpora­
tion shall injure, out down or destroy any fruit tree, or any 
tree or shrub standing and growing for the purposes of shade 
or ornament; and provided, further, that this aot shall not 
be so constl'lled as to authorize the oon>:itruction of any bridge 
across any of the waters of the state. 

SECT. 5. Any such corporation, by vote at a meeting of )\iay issue 

its stockholders called for the purpose, may issue ooupon or !~O~~~~:~~d 

regL.,tered bonds to provide meallS for constructing its lines, 
funding its floating deht, or for the payment of money hor-
rowed for any lawful purpose, and may mortgage or pledge 
as-seourity for the payment of the prinoipal and interest of 
such bonds a part or all of its property and franohise. Snoh 
honds may bo issucd in SUIllS not less than one hundred dol­
lars each, payable at periods not exceeding twenty years frolU 
the date thereof, and bearing intcrest not exceeding ::;ix per 
oont a year, payable annually or semi-annually, to an amount 
whieh, incllllling that of bonds previonsly i"fmed, shall not 
exceed in all the capital stock of the oorporation actually paid 
in at thc time. 

property. 



116 
CHAP. 103 
May connect 
with othel' 
iDes. 

May take I and 
as fol' public 
uses. 

-damages, 
how 
estimated. 

-shall not 
take lines or 
land of other 
corporations, 
without act of 
the legisla­
ture. 

Sec. 11, ch. 378, 
Public Laws 
of 1885, and all 
inconsistent 
acts, repealed. 

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COUPANIES. 

SECT. G. Any such corporation shall be authorized to 
connect its line or lines with those of any other like corpora­
tion, and to sell or lease its lines and propcrty, in whole or 
in part, to any other like corporation, and to purchase or 
lease the line, or lines, and property, in w holc or in part, of 
any like corporation, upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
by the contracting parties. 

SECT. 7. Such corporations may purchase, or take and 
hold as for public Llses, land necessary for the construction 
and operation of its lines. Land may be so taken and dam­
ages therefor may be estimated, secured, determined and paid 
as in case of railroads. But no corporation organized here­
under shall, without special act of the legislature, take, nse 
or appropriate except as herein provided, the lines, land, 
location or other property of any other corporation, person 
or firm doing or authorized to do a like business, except by 
consent of such other company, person or firm. 

SECT. 8. Section eleven of chapter three hundred and 
seventy-eight of the public laws of eighteen hundred and 
eighty-five, as amended by section one of chapter eight of 
the public laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-one, is hereby 
repealed, and all other provisions of said chapter three hun­
dred and seventy-eight not inconsistent herewith, are hereby 
made applicable to corporations organized under this Hct. 

SECT. 9. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved MaTch 18, 18\15. 


