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IKSPECTIOC'! OF' BUILDDIGS. 

An Act in relation to the Inspection of Buildings, so as to lessen the danger from 
fires. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Rep?'esentative8 
in Legislature asse?nbled, as follmvs : 

109 
CHAP. 101 

SECT. 1. In every town and city of more than two thou- Appoiutment
sand inhahitants, the nHln1cipal officers shall annually in the ~~ ~~~i1~f~~~. 
month of April appoint an inspector of huildings, ~who shall 
be a man skilled in the construction of hllildings. The munic-

ipal officers shall define the limits within which the inspector -jurisdiction. 
of buildings shall have jurisdiction, which shall include the 
thickly settled portion of each such city, and of each village 
in each such city 01' town. 

SECT. 2. It shall be his duty to inspect each new building 
during the process of construction, so fur as may be neces
sary to see that all proper sateguards against the catching 01' 

spreading of fire are nsed, that the chimneys and flues are 
made safe, and that propel' cnt-offs are placed between the 
timbers in the walls and floorings where fire wonld he likely 
to spread; and may give such directions in writing to the 
owner or contractor as he deems necessal'Y, concerning the 
construction of such huilding so as to rCllller the same safe 
from the catching and spreading of fire. 

Duty to 
inspect new 
buildings, in 
prucess of 
construction. 

SECT. 3. It shall be his duty to inspect all buildings while -shall inspect 
in procel"s of being repaired, and see that all reasonable safe- ~ll\\~ib~[ng 

guards are used agninst the cntching and spreading of fire, 
and thnt the chimneys and flnee; are made safe; and he may 
give such directions in writing to the owner as he deems 
necessary concerning such repairs, as to render such building 
safe fro'm the catching and sprea(Ung of fire. 

repaired. 

SECT. 4. It sha\l he his duty at least once in three years, -s.hall inspec, 
1 f' 1 . 11 1 . . , . chImneys, an( 0 tener w len reqlllrec ),Y t Ie llllllll(~\lpal officers, to lllspect fines, funnels, 

~ etc., ,,,hen 
chimneyl'l, flues, funnels, stoves, furnaces, boilers and boiler required. 

connections, and heating apparatus in all the buildings within 
his jurisdiction, in which fire is kept or used, to ascertain if 
the same are safe against fire. He may give such directions 

in writing as he may deem necessary to the owner of said 
building to make changes in the construction or situation of 
such ehimneys, flues, fun ne ls, stoves, furnaces, boilers, boiler 
eonnections and heating apparatus, so as to make the same as 
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CHAP. 101 aforesaid. And the municipal officel's may reqlllre such 
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inspection of any particular huildillg at any time. 
SEOT. 5. An inspeetor of 1m ildings ill the performance of 

his official duty mny enter any huilding for the plll'jloses of 

mnkillg the inspection required hy this nct. 
SEOT. 6. An appeal in writing may he taken from any 

order 01' direction of the inspector of buildings to the munici
pal officers, whose order thereon shall be final. 

SECT. 7 . No new llllilcling shall be occuplec1 until the 
inspector of huilding,., has gi,'en a certificate thnt the same 
has been built in accordance with the provisions of this act, 
and so as to he safe from fire; if the owner permits it to be 
so occupied without snch certifieate, he shall he liahle to a fine 
of ten dollars for each week he permits sueh Imilding to be 
so occupied, to be recovered hy complaint or indictment. 
In case the inspector of Imildings should from any cause 
decline to give his certificate n'here the huilcler has in his own 
judgment complied with the provisions in this act, an appeal 
lllay be taken to the municipal officers and if on snch an 
appeal, it shall he decided IJY them that the proviRiolls of the 
act luwe heen cOlllplied with, the OWller of said Imilcling shall 
not be liable to a fine for want of the certificate of the 
inspector. 

SEOT. 8. If the owner of any building neglects or refuses 
for more than thirty days to comply with any direotion of the 
inspector of huildings given as aforesaid, concerning the 
repairs 011 any Imi ldiug, as provided in section three, 01' to 
make such changes in the construction or situation of ehilll
neys, fiues, funnels, stoves, furnaees, boilerrl alld ]wiler con
neotions, and heating apparatus, as may be required hy suoh 
inspector of buildings, nuder the provisions of section foul', 
or as may be confirmed by the municipal officers on appeal, 
he shall be liable to a fine of ten dollars for each week he so 
neglects 01' refuses, to be recovered hy oomplaint 01' indict
ment. 

SEOT. 9. Any owner or occupallt of a huilding, who 
refuses to permit an illspectol' of Imildings to enter his builcl
ings, or willfully ohstructs him in the inspectioll of such 
building as required by this aet, shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than one nOl' more th:lll t Iyenty dollars, to be recov
ered by complaint 01' ilJ(lietment. 
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SECT. 10. Municipal comts and trial .iu~tices shall haye CHAP. 102 

jlll'isc1iction of the offenses named in sections seven, eight and ~t~:~~~~i~~l 
courts and 

nIne. trial justices. 

SECT. 11. Towns and cities may make hy-laws not incon
sistent with this act, defining more particularly the duties of 
such inspector of huildings, and the rules and regulations l)y 
which he is to he govel'lled. 

SECT. 12. Munici pal officers shall determine the compen
sation 01' :;alary of the inspector of huildings. 

SECT. 13. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved l\iarch 14. 1895. 

An Act to provide for the incorporation and control of Gas and Electric COlupallies, 
for lighting, heating, lllUnnfu.cturing and lllechanicul purposes. 

Be £t enacted by the Senate and I:I01lse of Representatives 
£n Legislature assembled, as follmys : 

SEO'l'. 1. Corporations for the purpose of making, gener
ating, sclling, c1i:;tributing and supplying gas 01' electricity, 
or both, for lighting, heating, manufacturing or lllechanical 
purposes, in any city or town, or two 01' more adjoining 
cities or towns, within this state, 01' for either 01' any of such 
purposes, may be organized under the provisions of sections 
:;ixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen and twenty of chapter 
forty-eight of the revised statutes of this state, and acts 
amendatory thereof and additional thereto, and all provisions 
of said chapter and acts are hereby made applicable to such 
corporations. BLLt no corporation, organized herennder, 
shall have authority, without special act of the legislatlll'e, to 
make, generate, sell, distribute or supply gas or electricity, 
or both, for any purpose, in or to any city or town, in or to 
which another company, person or finn are making, gener
ating, selling, distributing or snpplying, or are authorized to 
make, generate, sell, distrihute or :;upply gas 01' electricity, 
or hoth, withont the consent of snch other company, person 
01' firm. 

SECT. 2. The certificate provided hy said tlection eighteen 
to be prepared and filed in the secretaI'}, of state's office, 
shnll specify, in addition to the statements required by said 
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