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ITINERAN'£ VENDORS, 

Cbapte:o.' 97. 
An Act to amend chapter two hundred and fifr,y-nine of the Public Laws of eighteen 

hundred and ninety-three, entitled "An Act to prevent and punish frand in sales 
of goods, wares and merchandise at public or private sale by Itinerant Vendors, 
and to regulate such sales." 

Be it enactecl by the Senate ancl House of Representatives 
in Legislat1l1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Section foUl' of clmpter two hunched and fifty
njne of the puhlic laws of eighteen hundred and ninety-three 
is hcreby amended by adding at the end of said section the 
following words. 'no person shall be entitled to hold, or 

directly or indirectly receive the benefit of more tllfLll one 
state licensc at anyone time, and any license ohtained, held 

or us cd in violation of law is void,' so that said section, as 

amendcd, sha n rend as follows: 

'SECT. 4. Every itinerant vendor desiring to do business in 
this state shall deposit with the seeretary of state the sum of 

five hundred dollars as a speeial deposit, and after sncl deposit, 
upon application in propel' forlll and the paymcnt of a further 
sum of twenty-five clollars as a "tate liccnse fcc, the secretary 
of the. :-;tate shall i"o;ue to him an itinerant vendor's lieense, 
anthorizing him to do husiness in this state in conformity ,dth 

the pl'ovitiion" of this act for the term of one year from the 
date thereof. Every liccnse shall ,set forth a copy of the 

103 
CHAP, 97 

Sec. 4, ch. 259, 
Public Laws 
of 1803, 
alnellded. 

Vendors shall 
deposit $500 
with secretary 
of state, 
befol'e procur .. 
ing license. 

applieatioll upon which it is granted. Duch lieense shall not -shall not be 
1 f' 1 I ' 1,' I transferable. )e trans ern) enol' gl\'e al1tllol'lty to more t Jan one pertion to 

sell goods aN un itinerant vcnrlor, either hy agent 01' clerk 01' 

in any other way than in his 011'11 propel' pertion, hut any 
licensee may have the assistance of one or more persons in 
conducting: his lmsines'l, who shall have authority to aid that 
principal hilt not io act for or without him. No person shall 
he entitled to hold, or (lireetly or il1llil'eetly receive the henefit 

of 1110re than one state license at anyone time, and any 

license olJtainetl, hcltl or l1sed in violation of Jaw iti void.' 

SECT. 2. Seetion five of said act i" here1)y al1lelHlecl by 
Sec, 5, 

inserting after the word "for" ill the nl'st line, the \VOl'll 'state,' amended, 

and hy striking out the \1'01'(1::1 "respeetive town and city 
derks," in the seventh line, and inRerting the words '::levent! 
to,,'ns relative to such licenses,' so that ::laid section as amended, 

shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 5. All Hpplieations for statc liecnses shall l)e SWOrll Applications 
shall be sworn 

to, shall dbelosc the nallles and retiitlellces of the owner" or to, and shall 
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_C_H_A~_. _!)'( parties in \yhose interests said business is conducted, and shall 
disclose llUlue 
and residence 
of owners. 

Sec. 6, 
aluellded. 

Licenses shall 
be filed with 
collector, and 
local license 
fee paid. 

;;ti~;tf~;.rJ~;1 
license shall 
specify. 

Sec, 7, 
a,luellded. 
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collector, 
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local license 
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be kept on tile by the secretary of state, and a rccord shall be 
kept by him of all licenses issued upon such applications. 
All files and records hoth of the 8ecretary of stllte and of the 
several towns relative to such licenses, shaH he in eonvenient 

form, and open for public inspection.' 
SEOT. 3. Section six of said act is herehy amended hy 

striking out the wholc section, and inserting in place thereof 
the folloll'ing : 

'SECT. G. Eycry itinerant vendor intending to sell goods 
in any town shall file his stnte license and an application for 
a local license \"ith the collector of taxes for such town, and 
hefore selling', offering or cxposing' for sale any goods in such 
tOll'n shall pay to thc collector for the use of such town, as a 
further local license fee for sueh sale in sueh town, a sum to 
he computed as provided in thc next following section. A 
receipt for said loeal license fee when paid shall he indorscd 
by said collcctor on the lmck of such state license, which 
shall remain on file with such eolleetor so long as such sale 
shall continue 01' such goods he kept, exposed or offered for 
sale in such town. Eyery application for a local license 
shall be signed by the holder of the aecompanying state 
license and shall spccify the kind and line of goods then in 
stock in snch tOll'n, the name of the town from II'hich said 
goods were last shipped, and the name of the tOll'n in 
II'hich ::;aid goods were lust cxposed or offered for sale. 
Snch local license fee shall he cOlllPuted and collcctcd in 
each tOll'n l'especti vely, in II'hich said goods shall be snc
cesi3ively offered 01' exposed for sale.' 

SECT. 4. Section seven of said act is herehy amended by 
striking ont the II'hole of said section, and inserting in place 
thereof the following: 

'SECT. 7. The collector of taxes for any town upon 
receiving an application in due form as provic1ec1 in the last 
preceding section, accompanied by such applicant's state 
license shall forthwith give notice thercof to the assetlsors of 
said town. Said assessors,ol' a majority of them, shall as 
1:Ioon as praeticable examine the 1:Itock of goods descrihed in 
weh application. and "hall compute and cel,ti(r to "aid col
lec-tor the atllOUllt of ,';aid applicallt's local lil'em;e fl'c for ::luch 
illtemlcd Rale ill said t()Irn wuicil shall he a percentage on the 
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full value of said stock of goods equal to the rate pel' cent of 
the last preceding taxation in said town. The payment of 
said local license fee to said collector shall authorize such 
applicant who has complie(l with all other requirements of 
law to sell within the limiti:l of said town, snch goods, wares 
and mercha.ndise as are described in his application, and for 
that purpose to calTY iu stock in said town, goods only of the 
kind 01' line specificd in hii:l application, and not to exceed in 
amonnt at anyone time the valnation on which his local 
licem-5e fee for :mch town \ya8 com[111tBd, and to continue in 
force so long ~ti:l such liccni:lec shall in good faith continuously 
keep, offer and expose for salc the same kind 01' line of 
goods spccificd in his application, except that such license and 
anthority shall in any event tcrminate and expirc on the 
first day of April next following the date of application. Any 
itinerant vendor, who after applying' 01' paying for a local 
license shall increase his stock kept, offcred or exposed 
for sale in the town for which such local license fee was 
paid .above the valuation on which 8uch local license 
fee was computed, without fi1;st making 8easonahle writtcn 
application to the collector of snch town for a supplemental 
license for i:luch cxcess of 8tock i:lludl be fined not less than 
twenty nor n1')re than fifty dollars, and for each day such 
excess of stock is kept, ofl'cred 01' exposed for sale without 
payment of local license fee therefor shall he fined not less 
than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, and forfeit his state 
license. Supplelllcntallicenses shall be applied for, and the 
fees therefor shall be computed, certifie(l and collected in the 
manner provided for local license fees.' 

SECT. 5. Section eight of said act is hereby amended hy 
striking out the whole of said section, and inserting in place 
thercof the following: 

'SECT. 8. vYhoever as proprietor or clerk, having in his 
carc, cn,.,tody or keeping, allY goods for the sale of which a 
local license is retlnired, neglects or refuses to filc the appli
cation fol' local license re(luired by law, or whoever makes a 
false 01' frnmlulent representtLtion 01' stntement in any appli
cation for a local license, ,.,hall hc tined not lcss than twenty 
nor 1ll0l'e thun fifty dollartl for cach clay such goods llre kept, 
offerod 01' expotled for sale. The penalties provic1ell in this 
act are not to he construed as suhstitutes for payment of 
local licensc fees.' 
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ITINERANT VENDORS. 

SECT. 6. Section nine of said act is hereuy amended, so 
as to read as follows: 

Town has lien 'SECT. 9. Every town in which is kept, exposed 01' offered 
li~e~~~df~efs~r for :-lale an itinerant vendor':-l stock of goods has a lien on 

-collector 
luay lllaintain 
an action of 
debt, for fee. 

such goods for the amount due such town for local license 
fee on such stock, to be enforced by suit and attachment 
within ten days from the time such goods were first publicly 
offered 01' exposed for sale in such town. vVhen any person 
liable therefor neglects 01' rcfuses to pay the local license fee 
provided in this act, the tax collector of the town to which 
such license fee is due may maintain an action of deht by 
writ of attachment 01' trustee process thercfor III the nallle of 
snch town 01' in hi:-:; OWl! name, but for the benefit of such 
town. It is made the duty of tax collectors, police officers 

-COllector, and coni'ltablcs to prosecute for violations of the pl'Ovisions of 
police officers thO t' tl ' . tIt t I' 1 ' and cOllsta-' IS ac III 1Cll' respective owns, anl 0 repor suc 1 VlO atlOns 
hies, charged , 
with the duty promptly to the aS5essors for the purposc of computlllg and 
of el1force~ 
ment. ccrtifying such local license. Mnnicipal courts and trial 

Sec.IG, 
anI811ded. 

Constrnction 
of words, 
H Itinerant 
vendors," 

Vendor sha II 
not be eX8lnpt 
by associating 
himself with 
local trader. 

justices shall have conCl1l'l'ent jurisdiction with the suprcme 
judicial Hnd snperior COlll'ts of all complaints Hndllrosem;tions 
undor this act.' 

SECT. 7. Soction fifteen of said act is herehy amonded hy 
adding at the end of said soction the following words: 'No 
itinerant vendor shall he relicved 01' exempted from the PI'O
visions and roquirements of this act by reason of associating 
hilllself in bu::;iness telllporarily with any local dealer, tmdor 
or merchant, or hy condueting such temporary or transient 
husiness in connection with or liS a part of the business of, 01' 

in the name of any local dealer, tmder or merchant,' so that 
said section as amen(led, shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 15, The words 'itinerant vendors' for the purposes 
of' this act shall he constrned to meall alld include all persons, 
both principaLs and agents, who engago in a temporary or 
trausient business in this state, either in Olle locality or in 
traveling from pInce to place selling goods, wares and mer
chandisc, and who, for the pnrposes of carrying on :mch busi
ness, hire, lease or occupy any building or structnre for the 
exhihition and sale of sllch goods, wares and merchandise. 
No itinerant vendor sl1all be relieved 01' exempted from the 
provisions and reqniroments of this act by reason of associat
ing himself temporarily with any local dealor, trader 01' lllcr-



CAUSES OF FIRES, 107 

chant, 01' by conducting such temporary or transient Imsiness CHAP, 98 
in connection with or as a part of the business of, 01' in the 

name of any local dealer, trader 01' merchant.' 

Approved March 14, 1895, 

An Act to provide for the investigation of the causes of fires, and the publication of 
statistics relating to the same, 

Be it enactecl uy the Senate Clnd House of Representatives 

~'n Le,eJ1'slatll'1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT, 1. vVhcn property is destroyed by fire, it shall he lIlunicipal 

th 1 f h "I ffi "t' 1 t oJlicers shall e (nty 0 t e llllllllClpa 0 cm's III Cl,leS ane towns 0 investigate 
canse and 

make investigation of the calise, circnmstances alld origin origin of fires. 

thereof, and especially to examine whether it was the result 
of carelessness or of design, The invest.igation shall he com-
menced within six days of the occnrrence of the fire, not 
including the Lord's day, and it shall he the dnty of the 
mayor in cities and of the chairman of the sclectmen in towns 
to call snch meeting of thc mnnicip~t! officel'f:l, A nd said -power to 

. compel mllnicipal officers f:lhall have thc pOlYerf:l vestcd in tnnl jus- attelHlance, 

tices to compel the attendance of witncsses to testify hefore 
them upon snch imlucst, 

SECT. 2. The,Y shalll)l'esent to the city 01' town clerk, fOl' 
~ Shall present 

rccord hy him in a book provided hy the inslll'ance commi,,- ~~,S~;~~n~l~~k, 
. , t t' 11 h t' t l' t 1 all the facts, SlOner, a wntten stn cment 0 ate nC:3 re atlng 0 t Ie for record, 

canse of snch fire, the kind, valne and ownel'ship of property 
destroyed, and of "ucb other particular::; as may he called for 
in thc- form provided, and of any other facts which t.o t.hem 
seem pertincnt; and SLlch record shall he made within two 
wecks of the OCClll'l'enC'e of the fin~, 

SECT. 3. The clork t;hall make a tmnRcript of snch fire 
record upon a blank forlll provided hy the insuranco oOlllmis
sioner, for each six months preceding, and forward the same 
t.o the insnrance cOlllmissioner within fift.eAn days from the 

first. clay of .July and t.he fil'st clay of .January in each year. 
He shall also tmllsmit to tho insnrance commissioner within a 
reasonahle time, upon his request., a copy of the reoord as t.o 
any particular fire, or any facts concerning it 

Clerk shall 
forwltrd copy 
to insurallce 
comnlission81'. 


