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CHAP. 216 I ' I )enefieJaries as provided in section six of this act, :lOl' unti 

-nl'ganizntions 
I'hall not be 
valid more than 
one yen 1', nnlpss 
bU8ine8~ 18 
begun. 

All school 
dit':!tl'ict8 ahol~ 
lAbed except 
di~tric18 organ
ized uy act 01 
legisluture. 

-how schools 
in ~u('1J distric's 
shall be 
supported. 

Towns shall 
take possession 
of nIl school 
bODses ntHl 
}Jl'opel'ty of, 
ahollshe,1 
districts. 

-how taxpayers 
may be 
reiru bUl'sed. 

said corpol'lltion bas filed with the insurance eommibsioner a 

certified copy of the record of its organizatioll nnd by-laws, 

whieh bas been approved by him; nOl' until the insurance 

eommbsioner has eertitied that it has complied with the PI'O

vi:-;ions of this aet and is authorized to trtlnsaet business. 

No organization undel' the provisions of this aet ~hall eon

tinlle vlllid more than olle ycar unless the organization bas 

heen eompleted and business IlPg'ull tbel'eunder.' 

SECT, 2, This aet shall take eired when approved, 

Appl'o\'cd ~1.Jl"ch lO, 1893. 

An Aet to AlJoli.-.;l\ sehool Districts nn(l to pl'oyj{le fot' lllore Effieient Snpervision 
of Jlllbliu Seilools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatwes 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT, 1. The school district,; in all towns ill this state llre 

herehy alHllishecl. Provided, howevel', that school districts 

organized with special powers hy ad of the legislature, m:ly 

rctHin slIcb organization llnd special powers; but said clis

trids shall annually, on or before the fir::;t day of June,by 

tbeir agents, tru::;tees 01' dil'cctCH'1l, submit to thc school com

mittees of their sevel'lll towns estimates of the amou'nts 

required for the maintenance of the schools therein, other 

than free high sehools, for the ensuing school year, and sball 

be entitled to slIch portion of the common school funds of the 

town as said cOllll1liLtees shall determine, whieh 811111 shallllot 

be less than is necessary for the maintenance of theil' schools 

for a period eqllal to that of the other schools of the town, 

SECT. 2, Immediately after this act shall have become a 

law, towns shnll take possession of all sehool houses, lands, 

appamtlls and other property owned and used by th!> school 

di,;tricts hereby aholished, which distriets may lawfully sell 

and convey, The property so taken sball f'ol,thwith be 

nppr!lised by the assessOl's of said towns, llnd at the first 

Hnnual aSSe::l8ment thel'eafter a tax shall be levied upon the 

whole town, 01' sllch part thereof as is included within the 

districts aholished, equal to tbe whole of said appraisal, and 
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tbere sball be remitted to the tax payers of each of said dis- CHAP, 216 

trict", the said apprai",ed value of it", property so taken, In 
case of ditltricts cOlllpri",illg parts of tlYO 01' mOl'e towniJ, the 
assessor", uf said town:,; shall jointly appraise the school prop-
erty belonging to :,;aid di"tl'icts, and ohall determine the part 
thereof belonging to each of the :,;aid towns, and each town 
shall remit to the tax payers in it:,; part of such c1i",trict the 
part so determined, in the sallle manner a,.; in ca:;e of cli"tricts 
wholly within said town, Except that cities 01' towns, which 

have or "hall reimhUl'se di",trict", or parts of Lli"tricts for their 
school pI'operty, shall receive f()~' the u"e of such cit.y or 
town, the money to which such di"trict", UI' part" of distriets 
shall be entitled under this :tct. 

SECT, 3, This act shall not aboli~b ai' change the location 

of :lny school legally estahli:,;hed at the time of it:,; pHssa~?:e ; 
but any town at its annual meeting. 01' at a meeting called 
for tbe purpose, may detel'lnine the number and location of 
its schoob, and may discontinue them 01' chango their loca-

tion; but 311Ch ditlcontinuance 01' change of location shall be 
made only on tbe written recotnmendation of the superintend
ing :,;chool committee, and on conditions propel' to pl'e"el've 
the just right,.; and privilege" or the inhahitants fOl' whose 
benefit snch schoo!,; \\'ere establi"heLl; providcd, however, 
that in ca",e of nny scbool having, as now e"tabli~bcd, ()\' 
which ",hall hereaftcr have, too few suholaJ's fur it" profitahle 
mailJtenance, the superintcnding ",chool uommittee may su,,

pend the operatIOn of sllch suhoul for not lllOl'e than one year, 
unless otlwrwi,;e instructed by the towll, and may provide for 
the scholnrs belonging thereto in other schools, for which 
purpose they may, If in thei\' juclgment necessary, prOClll'e 
the conveyance of said scholars to snch other schools and pay 
for the same from the school moneys of tbe town, 

SECT, 4, Tbe corporate powers of every school lli"trict 
shall cOlltinue undel' this act so far as the same may be nece:,;
sary for tbe meeting of its liabilities and tbe enforcing of its 

rigbts; and any property held in tru"t by lIny school di:,;t.J'ict 

by virtue of a gift, devi"c ai' bequest fur the benefit of said 
district shall continue to be held and used according to the 
terms thereof. 

Act shall not 
chall.g-e location 
of auy 8eho 11 
district. 

-t.')WllS may 
detcrmine nUlll~ 
bel' and loea· 
tion ()l1l'prOIl1· 
mendat;ioll of 
sehoul com· 
mittee. 

-ope,ration of 
.-:ellOols in sma)) 
<1isl r~e.t" may be 
811~}lelld{'(1} and 
pupils provided 
jol' in other 
schools. 

Corporate 
powers of 
districts con
tinlled 101' Pill'
pose of meetiug 
liabilities. 

SECT, 5, The scbool moneys of every town shall be so E'lualschool 
privileges shall 

expended us to give ns nearly as pl'acticable the same aggre- be provided for 
all pupils, 

gate annllal length of terms in nil its schools, and every town 
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-townslailing fol' not less tban tWl'nty weeks annually. Any town failing 
to comply, 
debarred fi'om 
druwi' g money 
from the slate. 

Uuion schools 
may be lmtin. 
tnined by 
ndjoining towns. 

-management 
of sn h ~chooIB. 

Inhabitants of 
any scction of n 
town may lIlain
tain free high 
Bchool. 

-utllCCI'S of 
town nut\' (!ttll 
lllC:'cting of 
voters to Ol'g'an· 
ize :mch school 
}ll'el'iuCti. 

-officers, 
how chosen, 
PO\VC1'8 and 
duties. 

-such pl'ccind 
mal' ue cOllti1l4 
ued from yellr 
to real'. 

-sections of 

to maintain its schools as provided in this seution, ~hall he 

debarred from dl'awing its ~tate school money~, till it shall 

bave made suitable pl'Ovi1:-ion for so maintaining them lhere

aftel', 

SECT, 6, Adj()ining town,;, upon the written l'eCOll1l11endH

tion of the scho()1 committee of sail) tOWllS, Illay by conCUl'

rent action maintain union ~chool~ fOl' the henetit of pal't,; of 
said towns in what are now union school di.~tl'icts, 01' Illay 

c::;tahli",h such scbools, and shall cOlltribute to theil'support 

each in pl'OplJrtion to the nlll111>cl' of ,.;cholar, in each of said 

towns attending ,;uch schools, Said sdlOols ~hall 1>e uudel' 

the management of the school committee of the town in 

which theil' scbool hou"es are located, 

SECT. 7, The inbabitant" of any section of It town which 

fails 01' negleets to provide tor the lI1:tintenHnce of fl'ee high 

schools, may ol'ganize a free high ~uho()1 precinct in the mltl

nel' hel'einaftct, pl'olrirlecl, which shall have all the l'igbts 

confel'l'ed upon sclJUol distl'icl::; in the provisions of law relat

ing to free bigh ,cl1oolti; on petition of an,)' five voter::; re~i

dent in said ~ecLion, reeiting the limits of the precinct 

pl'OIJosed, the municipal officers of the t01l'11 shall call II meet

ing of the voter,; within said limits by causing notices, 

specif}'ing the timc, place and pltl'P0,;ll,; of said Illedillg, 

seven days before the time Hppointed, to he p08ted in two 

or more cCJn~picnou~ place::; within said limit::;, Said meeting 

shull choo::;e a model'atm' and a clerk who shall be sworll, and 

shall, by a majority vote of those present and 

determinc whethel' sHid precinct shall he ol'ganized, 

voting, 

It slJaIl 

choose an agent who shall be duly sworn, whose powers alld 

duties ~hall he tbe same as those ()f' district agent,; a::; defilwcl 

in the law relating to free high schools, Such precinct may 

continue its OI'gallizatiotl ft'om year to YC'llr by the holding of 

meeting''' culled in the l11anner aforesaid, ~o I()ng' a~ the town 

shall neglect or l'efu~e to support free high ::;c1]()olti. Sections 

of adjoining' town,; may orgallize as hel'ein pl'ovided, and 

adjoining towns, unite in the ::;ul}l)(JrL of such school::;, But uo more than two 
m;lY organize 
IHccinct8, such pl'C'cinct~ shall exist at the same time in allY town, 

-ussessment Moneys voted hy said preci ncls shall he asse~sed and uol-
und collection of .) 1 ' 1 I mono),s raised. lected in the manner now )1rovlc ee t()r as~essl1lent ane co-

lectioll 01' nlOlle),s voted by school districts 
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und care of all school property in every town, shall devolve 

upon n sllpel'intending scllOol committee consisting of three, 

five 01' seven members in each town, a,; the town may elect, 

who shall be chosen by ballot at the Hnnllal meeting of the 

Management 
of schools nnd 
care of property 
shall devolve 
upr)l1 U supo1'in. 
lending school 
committee. 

town, nnd shall hold office for thrce yeal's; provided, how- t;~~el?;i~;~ and 

ever, that in towns not having such committees when this 

act becomes a law, the committee then c.ho,;en, at theil' first 

meeting shall designate hy lot a memher or members to hold 

office for one, two and three years respectively, in manner as 

follows: if cOllsisting of thl'ee, one fOl' one year, one for two 

yeal'S, and one for three years; ill c'onsisting of five, one fOl' 

one year, two 1'01' two years, and two fm' three years; if 

consisting of sevell, two fOl' olle year, two for two year,;, and 

thrce for thl'ee yeul's, and they shall certify sllch de,.;ignation 

to the town clerk, to he hy him l'ecol'ded. Sail] committee 

shall have I)OWel' to fill v .cancie,; occurrin!.!.' dll':'illQ.· the in'tel'im -vacancies, 
~. ~ how filled, 

between allnual mecting,;, aud shall annually elect one of its 

III em her,.; Sll pervisol' of ,.,choo\t.; who Hhall be, ex-officio, seCl'e· -election of 
supervisor, 

tal'" of the cOlllmittf~e, shall make tile allnual enllmeration of powers ami 
J duties. 

scho\al's'requil'cd hy law, and shall examine the sehools alld 

inquire into the regulations and discipline thereof alld the 

pl'oticiency of the 81'bolnl's, for \\'hil'h purpose he shall visit 

each school at least twicc each tel'm, He shall make all 

repo\'ts and retlll'n,; relating to the schools of the town 

which are now or lIlay be r('(lIJil'ed hy law to be made hy 

supcl'intel1l1ing school l'illl1lnittees, Hnd pel'l'ol'll1 such other 

dllties as said committee shnll dil'cct, Provided further, that 

ill case the town so Huthol'ize, in lieu of the sl1pCrViSOl' herein 

provided for, a supel'inten<Jcnt may he clectell who llIay 01' 

may not he a nH'lIlhel' of the cOll1mittee, Said committee 

shall scrve without pay, hut the supervisor, or sllpel'inten

(lellt hy Ihem elected, f<hall l'cceive i'or hi,., serviccs ~lIch slim 

as the tOWI1 ::;hall annually vote thel'efor, which SUIlI "hall 111 

no case he Ie,;,; than two dollars pel' day for every day of 

actunl scrvice. 
S«;CT, H, All laws and parts of laws illconsiste.nt herewith, 

except pl'ivate and special laws l1uthol'izing towns, citie,.; ancl 

incol'porated di:,;tricts to C'hoobe school committees othel' than 

those herei n pl'ovicled for, are hcre hy repealed, 

SECT, 10. This act shall take effect on the fil'st day of 

March cighteen hundred and ninety-folll', 
Appro,'ed ;Unrch 17, 1893. 

-8upcnn· 
tel1dC'nt may be 
eleeted in lieu of 
supervisor. 

-compensation 
of supol'visor or 
supcl'illtelHlent. 

Inc )l1!'istent 
nets, repealed. 

" hpll act :"hall 
take effect. 


