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CITY OF WESTBROOK, 

ards, G. R. Camphell, N. B. Coolidge and E. Harding, their 
associates, succcssors amI assign'l, are hereby created a hody 
corporate, by the name of the Hancock Fire In8urance Com­
pany, fm' the purpose of inslll'ing huildings, stock in trade 
and merchandise and all other kind" of pel'wnal property 
against loss by fire and lightning, Said company shall be 
located at any phlce in the state of Maine, where the board 
of director" may detel'lninc, und when lilO determined the 
board of directors shall notify the inSlll'anCe commissioner. 

SECT. 2. The capital stock of said corpOI'ution shall he 
fifty thousand dollars, and may be increased by a two-thirds 
vote of the stocklllllclel's, not to exceed five hUllch'eel thou8ancl 
dollars. The capital otock shall be divided into 8ha1'es of one 
,hundred dollars eacb, and shall he paid in full before any 
policy of in,mrance shall he issued by "aid corporation, either 
in cash 01' its equiv:.t1ent in seCl1l'ities in the judgment of tile 
directors of said corporation. 
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name, 
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Capital stock. 

SECT. 3. Said corporation mny cond llct the business of COlHlllct of 
bUt:liuC'SB, slmll 

fire inslll'tlnce in any Illanner Hot to conflict with this act or notcontlict with 
laws of ~tate. 

the laws of this state, un!l may adopt tmch by-laws for the 
conduct of its bU8i nes~ It,; it may deem nccessal·'y. 

SECT. 4. The fil'st l1lC'E'Ling of said corpol't1tion for the 
purposes of organizatio\l, ~ball be helel at allY place in this 
state where anyone of said incorporators may reside, on 

notice for that purpose, given in writing to each of the said 
incorporators, the same to be signed by anyone of said in­
corporators, by muiling ~aid notice to each incorporator, to 
his proper address, at lea"t twenty c1nys prior to the date of 
said meeting. 

SECT. 5. Said COl'pot'ation mny holll rettl estate not to ex­
ceed the amount of its capital stock. 

SECT. 6. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March 1, 18sg. 

An Act to incollJOrate the city of Westbl'ook. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives 
in Legi8lalure u8semblea, as folluw" : 

SECT. 1. The inhahitants of the town of \Vestbrook, in 
the county of CUl11bedancl, shall, in mtse of the acceptnnce 

First meeting, 
how called. 

May hold1'e,,1 
estate. 
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CHAP. 486 of this act by the voters of said town, as hereinafter pro­

Corporate 
name. 

vided, continue to be a hody politic and corporate under the 
name of the city of vYestbrook, and as snch shall have, 

Rights, powers, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, POWeL'S, privi­
andvrivlleges. leges and franchises, and shall be subject to all the duties 

Municipal 
ntlairs, vested 
in mayor anLl 
board of akler~ 
DleD. 

-control of 
schools, vested 
in sehool com­
mittee. 

Wards. 

:Mnyol', clerk, 
aldermen, and 
other oJlicel's, 
how elected. 

and obligations now appeL'taining to, 01' incumbent upon said 
town as a municipal corporation, or appertaining to or incum· 
bent upon, the inhabitants or selectmen thereof; and may 
ordain and publish such by-laws, ordinances and regulations, 
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this state, 
as shall be needful to the good ordcr of said body politic; 
and impose fines and penalties for the bl'each thereof, not 
exceeding twenty dollars for nny one offense which may be 
recovered to the use of said city, by llction of debt, or on 
cOl1Jplnint before the municipal COl\l't of said city. 

SEOT. 2. The government of said city, with the adminis­
tmtion of all its fiscal, pmdelltial and municipal affairs shall 
be vested in one pl'incipal magistrate, to be called the mayor. 
and in one council of thirteen, to be called the city council, 
the members whereof shall be called aldermen. The general 
management and control of the public schools ancl of the 
school property shall be vcsted in a school committee to con­
sist of ten members. 

SEOT.3. For the purpose of holding elections, the terri-
tory of said city shall, as soon as may he after the first elec­
tion under this act, be divided by ol'dinance by the city 
council into five wards to contain as neal' as may be consis­
tently with well defined limits, an equal nnmber of legal 
votHrs; and it shall be the duty of the city council once in 
ten years, and not oftener than once in five yean;, to review, 
and, if it be needful, to alter such wards; in stich manner as 
to preserve as nearly as lllay be, an eq ulll num bel' of legal 

voters in each ward. 
SEOT. 4. The mayor, the city clerk, and three aldcrmen 

shall he elected from the citizens at !ttl'ge, by the legnl voters 
of the city voting in their respective wards, Two aldermen, 
two members of the school committee, a warden, a ward 
clerk and one constable shall be elected by each WHl'd, being 
residents in the ward where elected. All of said officers 
shall be elected by ballot by a plurality of the votes given, 
and shall hold their offices one year from the seeond Monday 



CITY OF WESTBROOK, 

in March, and until others shall be elected and qualified in 
their places, All city and ward officers shall be held to dis­
chat'ge the duties of their respective offices, notwilihstanding 
their removal after their election, into any other wal'ds in thp, 
city; but they shall not be so held after they have taken up 
their permaneut residence out of the city. 

SECT, 5. The nlllnicipal elections after the first, shall take 
place annually 011 the fil'st Mouday in March. All meetings 
of the citizens for municipal purposes Slhall be notified and 
called in thei!' respective wards, by the mayo!' und aldermen, 
in the man ncr provided by the laws of this state for notifying 
and calling town meetings hy the selectmen of the several 
towns, The wardflns shall preside at all ward meetings, with 
the powers of modelators at town meetings; and if at any 
ward meeting the warden shall not be present, the clerk shall 
pl'eside till a warclen, pro tempore, 8hall be ch08en. If 
neither the warden Ol' clerk is present, any legal yoter in the 
ward shall preside till a clerk, pro tempore, shall be chosen 
and qualified. The legal yoters in each wardllluy choose two 
persons to assist the warden in receiving, sorting and count­
ing votes. 

SECT. G. 'Whenever two or more persons [H'e to be elected 
to the same offiee, the seveml per:;olls up to the numhel' to be 
chosen, receiving the higbest number of votes, shall be deemed 
and declureu to ue elected. If it shall appear that there is no 
choiee of mayO!', 01' any of the other officers to be elected 
from the citizens at hwge, 01' from any of the several wards, 
or if the person elected mayor, 01' any person 01' persons 
eleeted to any other of the offices aforesaid, shall refuse to 
acccpt the office, or shall die before q ultl ifying, 01' if a vacancy 
in the office ot mayor shall occur subsequently, and more 
than tll1'ee months prcvioll:; tv the expil'lltion of the munici­
pal year, warrants shall forthwith be issued for a new election, 
and the same proceedings shall be had in all respects ItS here­
inuefore provided, and 8hull be I'epeateduntil sueh election is 
completed. A vacancy oecul'ring in the office of city clerk uy 
death, resignation Ol' removal from the Qjty, shall be filled for 
the unexpired term by election by the city council. 

SECT. 7. All meetings for the election of' national, state 
und county offieers, shall be notified and warned, and eOll­
clucted in the manner provided uy the constitution and laws 
of the state. 
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CITY OF WESTBROOK. 

SEOT, 8, Gelleralmeetillgs of the citizens qualified to vote 

may, fl'om time to time, be held to consult upon the public 
good, to instruct theil' representatives and to take nll lawful 

measuI'es to obtain redress fOI' any grievances accoI'uing to 
the right secUl'ed to the people hy the constitution of this 

state; and sllch meeting shall be duly warned by the mayol' 
upon the request of' fifty qualified votet's, 

SEOT, 9. The mayol' elect, and the aldel'men elect, shall 
annually, 011 the second lHonday in M:lrch, nt tell o'clock in 
the forenoon, meet and be SWOl't1 to the faithful discharge of 
theil' dutie<i, The oath shall be administel'ed at theil' fil'"t 
meeting nftel' the nccepttlnce of this act, by the town clel'k or 
Hlly justice of the peace, and ill subsequent yeal's by the city 
clel'k 01' any justice of thc peace, and shall be duly certified 
on the joul'lwl of the city council. The city clerk shall be 
swol'n by the cit.y clerk of the previons year 01' any jnstice 
of' the peace, In case at' the ab3ence of the mayo I' elect all 
the second Monday in March, 01' if a mayor shall not then 
have been elected, the outh of office may at any time there­
after, be admiuistered to him in the presence of the city 
council; and at any time therenJter in like manner, the oath 
of office may be aclministel'cd to any membel' of the city 
council who hns heen previouOily absent, or has been subse­

q uently elected, and evel'y such oath shall he duly certified 
as aforesaid, 

SEOT, 10, At'tel' the oath has been auministered to the 
aldennen present, they shall be called to ol'der, at their fit'st 
organization, by the tuwn clerk, and in sltbsequent yeal'S by 
the city clerk, 01', in case of the absence of the derk, by the 
oldest member 'pl'esent. The person so calling the city 
cOllncil to ol'der IOhnll proceed to call the rull of members, 

and each member shall declare his choice for pI'esiuent of the 
city council who shall be :t mcmber tllereof, If no quorum 
is pI'esent an adjournmcnt shall be taken to a later hour, or 
to the ncxt day, and thereafter the sume proceed ings shall be 
had from day to day, until a quorum shall be present. If Hny 
person receive It tnnjority of the votes of all the members of 
the city council preHent, snch person shall be declured chosen 
president thereof, If on the fir:;t uay on which u quoruUl is 

pI'esent no pe1'80n receives sllch majority, the roll call'lba 11 

be repented until some person receives the vote of such 

majority, or an adjournment is taken to the succeeding day, 



CITY OF WESTBROOK. 

and on such succeeding day when a quorum is present, a 
plurality of those voting shall be sufficient for an election. 
The president may be removed f\'Om office by the affil'lnative 
vote of ten members of the city council taken by roll call. 
The city clerk shall be, ex-officio, clerk of the city council 
and shall k~p a journal containing a record of the pt'oceed­
ings of the '''8ity COlU-lCil and !t record at large of nIl votes 
taken by roll call, and shall sign and attest all ordinances lwd 
resolntions of the city council. 

SECT. 11. The mayor may at any time call a special meet­
ing of the city council, by causing written notification thereof, 
together with a statement of the subjects to bE considered 
thereat, to be left at the llsual place of residence at each 
member of the city council, at least twenty-foul' hours before 
the time appointed for such meeting, 

SEOT. 12, The city council shall determine the rules of 
its own proceedings, and be the judge of the election returns 
and qualifications of its own members. In case of the absence 
of the president, the city council shall choose a president pro 
tempore, and a plurality of the votes CltSt shall be sufficient 
for a choice. The vote of the city council upon any question 
shall be taken by roll-call, when the 8ame is requested by at 
least three memhers. A majority of all the members of the 
city council shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number 
may adjoul'11 fl'om day to day. The city council shall, so far 
as not inconsistent with this act, have and exercise all the 
legisllltive po IVers of towns, and have all the powers, and be 
subject to all the liabilities of city councils, and either branch 
thereof under the general laws of this state, The city 
council shall by ordinance detel'mine the time of holding its 
stated or regulHr meetings; and may, also, in like manner, 
determine the manner of calling special meetings of its 
members in addition to those which may be ca.lled by the 
mayor. 
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SECT. 13. The city council shall, as soon as may be after ~~~~l~;;·'of. 
its organization in each year, choose fin auditor of accounts, 
who shall hold office for the term of ono year, and until his 
successor is chosen and qualified, A majority of the votes 
of all the lllem bel'S of the city council, taken by roll-cull, 
shall be necessary for the cl10ice of such auditor; and he 
may be removed by an affirmative voto of a majority of all 
the city council taken by roll call. 
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CITY OF WESTBROOK. 

SEC'f. 14. The city council shall, with the approval of 
the mayor, have exclusive authority to layout, widen or 
otherwise alter, or discontinue any l1nd all streets 01' public 
ways in said city with Of without petition therefor, and to 
estimate all damages sllstained by the owners of lanel taken 
for that purpose. A standing committee of n"e members of 
the city council shall be appointed by its president, whose 
duty it shall be to layout, alter, widen 01' discontinue any 
street 01' way in said city, first giving notice of the time and 
place of their proceedingI'! to all parties interested, as now 
required by law in case of town wnys. The committee shall 
first hear all parties interested, and then determine and 
adjudge whether the public convenience requires such street 
or way to be laid out, altered 01' discontiuued, and shall 
make a written retul'll of their proceedings, signed by a 
majority of them, containing the bounds and description of 
the street or way, if laid out or altered, and the names of the 
owners of the land taken, when known, and the damages 
allow~d therefor; the retUl'1l shall be filed in the city clerk's 
office, at least seven days previous to its ac'ceptance by the 
city coullcil; and no street or way shall be altered, established 
or discontinued until the report is accepted by the city 
council. The committee shall estimate and report the dam­
ages sustained by the owners of the lands adjoining that 
portion of the street or way which is so discontinued; and 
their report shall be filed with the city clerk seven days at 
least before its acceptance. Any per:,;on nggricved by the 
decision or judgment of the city council in establishing, 
altering or discontinuing any streets or ways in said city, 
may, so fur ns relates to damages, appeal therefrom as in the 
case of town ways. 

SECT. 15. The city council may layout, maintain and 
repair all main drains or common sewers in said city, and 
may assess upon the owners of the abutting lots and other 
lots benefited thereby, and who shall enter the same directly 
or indirectly, a proportional part of the charges of making 
such dl'llin or common sewer, to be ascertained and assessed 
by said city council, and by them certified after notice thereof 
in writing to the party to he charged, 01' by public notice ill 

some newspnpfll' printed in said cOlluty of Cumberland seven 
days at least before snch assessment is made; but not less 
than one-third part of the cost of such main drain or sewer 
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shan be paid hy the city, and shall not be charged to the CHAP. 486 
abutters. All assessments so made shall constitute a lien on -assessments, 

shall eonstitnte 

the real estate so assessed, for two years after they are laid. lien oulots. 

They shall be certified by the city council to the collector of -·howeoHocteu. 

said city and his successors, with directions to collect the 
saUle according to law, and may, together with incidental 
costs and expenses, be levied by sale of such real estate if 
the assessment is not paid within three months after wl'itten 
demand of payment, such !:lale to be conducted in the same 
manner as is pl'Ovided in the general laws of this state in case 
of non-payment of taxes by resident owners, and with a 
similar right of redemption. Any person who may deem 
himself aggrieved hy snch assessment may appeal therefrom 
in like manner and with like proceedings as are provided by 
the general laws .of this state in case of town ways. In case 
the assessment made by the city council shall not be reduced 
on such appeal, the city shall recover costs, but othenvise 
shall pay costs. 

SEOT. 16. In case any ordinance, ordm', resolution or 
vote involves the appropriation or expenditure of money, to 
an amount which Ulay exceed one hundred dollat·s, the laying 
of an assessment or the gmnting to It person or corporation 
of any right in, over or under an} street or other pn blic 
ground of said city, the affil'tllative votes of a majority of all 
the members of the city COllt1cil shall be necessary for its 
passage. Every such ordinance, order, resolution at' vote 
shall be read twice, with an interval of at least three days 
between the two readings, befot'e being finally passed Hnd the 
vote upon its final passage shall be by roll-clll!. 

-any POl'BOl1 
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lUayappeal. 

PaasAge of 
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SEOT. 17. Every ordinance, order, resolution or vote of OrdinAnces, to 
be presented to 

the city conncil, except such as relates to its own intemal mayor flor 

affairs, to its own officel's 01' employ<,s, to the election or 
duties of the auditor of accounts, to the removal of the mayor, 
01' to the declaration of a vacancy in the office of mayor, shall 

apv rova • 

be presented to the mayor fot' approval. If not approved by -\'eto power of 

bin} he shall retUl'n it, ,vith his objections, at the next session llmyOl'. 

of the city couucil, and the city conncil shall caLIse snch ob-
jection to be entered at large upon its journal, find shall 
proceed to reconsider the same. If npon such recol1sidemtion 
it shall be passed by a two-thirds vote of all the members of 
the city council, it IIhall have the sallle effect as if signed by 
the mayor. In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor when 
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arTY OF WE3TBllOOK, 

such ordinance, order, resolution or vote is fina1ly passed, it 
sha1l go into effect without approval, but must be passed by 
roll-call of a mnjority of all the membet's of the city @0uncil. 
The city council shall have powet', within said city, to make 
and establish ordinances and by~la \VB for the management of 
its fiscal, prudential and municipal affairs, as het'ein and by 
general law provided, without the sanction of any court or 
justice thereof; provided, however, that all by-laws and 
regulations now in fot'ce in the town of vVestbrook, shall, 
until they expil'e by limitation, or be revised or repealed by 
the cit'y council, remain in fot'ce. 

SECT. 18. The city council shall not authorize the erection 
of a school house, or of any addition thereto, nor pass allY 
appropriation for such purpose, until plans for the same have 
been approved Ly vote of the school committee, and such 
Hppl'oval has been certified in wl'iting to the city cOllncil by 
the chairman of' said cOlllmittee. 

SECT. 19. Tile city council may establish a fire depart-
ment for said city, to conslt;t of a chief engineer, and such 
other officers UIll} men as it llllty pt'escribe ; and it ma}' make 
regulutions for the govel'llll1ent of such depal'tment. 

SECT. 20. All the powers {?f estnbli:-;hing' watch and ward, 
now vested by the laws of the state in the justices of the 
pence, and municipal officers ot' inhabiLanls fir the town are, 
so far as relates to said city, vested in the city council, and 
they are authorized to unite the watch and police departments 
into one department, and est:lblish sllitable regulatiolls for 
tbe government of the same. The officers of the poliee shalt 
he olle chief, to be styled the city llurshal, RO many deputy 
marshals as the city coullcil 8hall by ol'Clinance prescribe, and 
so many watchmen and police as the city council may from 
time aclj u dge necessary. 

SECT. 21. At any meeting of the city council it shall be 
in orclet' for any member thel'eof to give written notice, 
seconded in writing by It majority at least of all the members 
of the city council, of his intention to move, at the next 
meeting thereof, occulTing within not less tllan ten days, a 
resolution that the mnyOl' be removed for official misconduct 
or neglect of duty, Such notice shall specify as particularly 
as possible, the acts of mhlConduct, or the instances of neglect 
of duty complained of, shall be entered nt large by the clerk 
in the minutes of the city council, and the cled\: shall within 
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t I tl f tl . ",Ild nl'''l'] a CHAP, 48G wo (ays serve a copy wreo, upon le m:tyor,,, " 
copy to each of the members of the city council at his resi­
dence, At such next meeting of the city council the mayor 
shall have the right to speak in his own defence, and to be heard 
hy counsel. The vote on the resolLltion shall be by roll-call. 
If the resolution fails to receive the affil'nutive vote of thl'ee­
fOl\l,ths of all the members of the city council, it shall have 
110 effect, and shall not be reintl'Oduced during that meeting 
of the city council. If it receive the affil'ln:ttive vote of 
throe-fourths of all the members of the city oouncil, it shall, 
upon the service of a copy thereof upon the 111<tyor, personally 
01' by leaving the same at his laat and u::!llttl place of l'esi­
dence, take eifed. and tho office of m:tyoL' slHLiI thel'eupon 
become vacant, The city council sludl thereupon cau::;e a 
WatTant fOl' a new election fo\' mayo I' to be issLwd, and sueh 
further proceedings shall be had as are pl'ovidecl in section 
six hereof, fot' the case of a failure to eleet a mayor. 

SECT, 22, The members of the city council shall receive 
110 compensation for their services; 1101' shall any member 
during the time fOl' which he is elected, hold any other offiee 
in 01' under the city govel'L1ment, have the expenditure of tlny 
money appropriated by the city council, or aet a::; counsel in 

any maLter before tile city councilor any committee thereof, 
and no pel'son shall be eligible for appointmcnt to any muni-
cipal oflice established by the city coulleil dul'ing any municipal 
year within whieh he WllS a member thereof, until the expira-
tiou of the sllcceeding lllunicipal yeal', 

SECT, 23, 'l'heexeeutivc powcrs of the city shllll be vested 
wholly in the mayor, and may he exel'eisec\ by him eitbel' per­
sonally or throLlgll the seveml oflieel's and boards of the city 
in their departments, undel' hi!; general supervision and con-
trol. In case of a vacancy ill any office to which appointment 

is made by the mayol', he mlly pen;onally pelform the dutil'::; 
thereof, but he shall not be entitled to l'ceeive any salar'y Ol' 
pay attached thereto, The mayOl' shall hold office for tile 

term of one yeur from the second Monday ill March following 

his election, unless sooner I'emllved, and until hi::; SllC('ps:,or is 
elected and qualified, 

SECT, 24, The mayo\' shall have the sole power of Hppoint­
ment to all the municipal offices established hy 01' lIlldel' this 
Hct, lll~less herein othel'wi::;e pl'ovided; and be Illay remOVe 

30 
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CITY OF WESTBROOK. 

from office, by written order, any officer so appointed here~ 
under, for any cause which he shall in his official discretion 
deem sufficient, which cause he shall assign in his order of 
removal. Such office shall become Hnd be vacant upon the 
filing with the city clerk of such order of removal, and the 
service of a copy thereof upon the officer so removed, either 
personally or by leaving the same at his last or lIsual place 
of residence. The city clerk shall h:eep such order of re­
moval on file, where it shalI be open to public inspection. 

SECT. 25. The salary and compensation of the mayor shall 
be fOllr hundred dollars per year, which shall not be increased 
or diminished for the period of the first five municipal years; 
and thereafter shalI be four hundred dollars per year and such 
additional sum as the city council may establish by ordinance, 
passed by vote of two-thi\'C1::; of its members, such ordinance 
not to take effect, however, until the year succeeding that in 
which it is passed. And during his term of office the mayor 
shull receive no salary, compensation or perquisite for dis­
chal'ging the duties of any other office establi"hed by or under 
the provisions of this Hct. 

SECT. 26. Until a police department shall be established 
in accordance with the provisions of this act, the mayor shall 
have the appointment, control and direction of the police 
force of the city. 

SECT. 27. ·Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the office 
of mayor, Hnd whenever by reason of sickness, or absence 
from the city, or other cause, the mayor shall be disabled 
from performing the duties of his office, the president of the 
city council shall act as mayor and possess all the rights and 
powers of mayor during such vacancy or disability, except 
that when so acting as mayor, he shall not have the power 
of appointment or removal unless thereto in any instance 
authorized by vote of the city council. 

SECT. 28. The school committee elected as hereinbefore 
provided, shall, in addilion to the powers conferred upon 
them by this act, be held to perform all the duties and be 
invested with all the rights and powers of school committees 
under lhe general laws of the state. As soon as may be after 
their election they shall meet, and having been first duly 
sworn by the city clerk or a justice of the peace, shall elect 
one of their number chairman, and appoint some suitable 
persoll, llot u member of the board, superintendent of schools, 
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ment of the schools as are not inconsistent with the laws of 
the state. The superintendent need not be an inhabitant of -qualification,\ 

llnd pO'i\'cr~ of. 
the city at the time of his appointment. He shall be secre-
tal'y and executive agent of the bOtU'd which shall fix his 
salary, to be paid from the city t\'easury as salaries of teach­
ers are paid. The membel's of the 8chool committee shall 
receive no compensation for their services as such. 

SECT. 29. There shall be a board of five assessors, one 
.1-~8Se8801'S, elec-

from each ward, to be elected on the third Monday in March, ~i~d'd~,~ie:~'8, 

annually, or as soon as may be thereafter, by the city coun-
cil, by a majority of all its member" by roll-call. The com­
pensation of the nsseSSdrs shall be fixed by the city council 
and shall not be increased or diminished during the munici-
pal yeaI' for which they are elected, The assessors shall hold 
office till the thi\'Cl Monday in March following their election 
and until their successors are chosen and qunlified. All 
taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in the 
manner prescribed by the laws of this state relative to town 
taxes; but the city council may establish further 01' additional 
provisions for the collection thereof. 

SECT. 30. There shall be the following administrative offi­
cers, who shall perform the duties by III wand herein pre­
scribed for them respectively, and such other duties not 
inconsistent with the nature of theil' respective offices as the 
city council lllay prescribe. 

Admillistl'ntiVl' 
officers. 

I. A city treasurer. -treasurer. 

II. A collector of taxes; and the offices of collector of -collector. 

taxer,: and of city treasurer may be held by the same person. 
III. A road commissioner. 
IV. A city marshal, \vhenever a police department is 

established as herein pl'Ovided. 
V. A chief engineer of the fire depart ment, whenevcr a 

fire department is established ill said city. 
VI. Three overseers of the poor, who shall exercise the 

powers and be snhject to the duties prescribed for overseel's 
of the poor of cities and towns by the laws of the state. 

The above named officers and boards shall be appointed on, 
or before the third Monday in March, annunlly, and shall hold 
their respective offices for the term of one year, unless 
sooner removed, or, ill the case of b(,)tll'ds, unLil a majority 
of the members thereof are appointed and qualified. All 
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~~~~~~ be provisions of this act, shall be sworn to a faithful discharge 

of the duties of theil' respective offices, by the town or city 
clerl{, or a justice of the peace. 
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The city council may by ordinance establish additional ad­
ministrative offices and define the duties Ilppel'taining thereto, 
and such offices shall be suhject to the provisionR of this aet. 

SECT. 31. The city council shall requil'e the auditor of 
accounts, the treasurer, the collector of taxes, and such other 
officers as are entrusted with the receipt, care and disburse­
ment of money to give bonds, with such secudty as it shalI 
deem proper, for the faithful discharge of their respective 
duties, 

SECT. 32. No prrson shall be eligible for election or 
appointment to any office established by this act, unless at the 
time of election he shall have been a citizell of the United States 
and a resident of the city for at least three months, except 
the office of superintendent of schools, Any office established 
by or nnder this act, except that of superintendent of schools, 
shall become vacant if the incumbent thereof ceases to be It 

resident of the city. 
SECT. 33. The city council shall establish by ordinance the 

regular salaries or remuneration of the offices established by 
this act, in CH:;e the same !\I'e not herei n fixed or othenvise 
provided for, and of sueh other offices as may he hereafter 
e!:itablished, and after the first municipal year, no ordinHnce 
of' the city council changing Hny such salary or l'emnnel'lllion 
shall take effect until the municipal yeal'succeeding that ill 
which the ordinance is passed. 

SECT, 34. No !:ium appropriated for a specific plll'pose shall 
be expended for any other purpos~, and no expenditure shall 
be made nor liability inclllTed by or in behalf of the city, 
until an appropriation has been duly voted by the city council 
sufficient to meet such expenditure 01' liability, together with 
all the prior unpaid liabilities which are payable out of such 
appropriation; provided, however, that after the expirntiou 
of the financial year, and until the passage of the regular 
annllal appropriations, liabilities payable ont of a regular 
appropriation to be contained thercin, may he incurred to an 
amount not exceeding one-third of the total of such appro­
priation for the preceding year. 
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Proceedings, 
government hereby established, and putting the same into fOl'ol'ganizatioll 

of city goycru. 
operation, in the first instance, the selectmen of the town, mellt. 

fo!' the time being, shall seasonably in the month of March 
next after the acceptance of this cha!'ter, issue their warrant 
calling It meeting of the legal voters of said town, at nine 
o'cloek in the forenoon on sLlch day and at such place as they 
shall choose, for the purpose of electing a mayor, thirteen 
aldermen, It city clerk, a school committee of ten and five 
constables, to be taken from the city at lm·ge. Said officers 
shall be elected by a plurality vote. The selectmen, for the 
time being, shall pt'eside at said meeting, and It check list 
p!'epat'ed by them especially for said meeting, shall be used 
at the same; and said selectmen shall be in session during 
the three secular days next preceding said meeting, fot,the 

pm'pose of revising and cort'ecting said check list, and no 
llame shall be added thereto after six o'clock in the afternoon, 
on the lal:lt of said seculnr days. The town clerk shall notify 
the several officers elect of their election within three days 
after said meeting. It shall be the duty of the city council, 
as soon as may be after their election, to cause a division of 
the city into five wards, in such manner as to include as 
nearly HI; may be, comlistently with well defined limits, an 
equHI number of legal voters in each ward. At the fit'st 
meetings of the wards, after such division has been made, 
the said meetings shall be called to order and presided over 
by some person resident in the ward where uny such meeting 
is held, appointed by the city council, Hnd records of such 
fi!'st meetings shall be made hy some person, also resident in 
the wtlrd, designated by the city council; and at sllch meet-
ings lists of voters, currected by the city council, shall be 
delivered to the persons del:lignllted as recording officers in 
the sevel'lll wRrds, to be used as provided by law in town 
meetings. Said recording officers shall act as ward clerks. 
t'elative to making a record of elections in their respective 
wards and returning copies of sllch records to the city coun-

cil. 
SEOT. 3G. This act shall take effect and be in full force Act shall ue ill 

force when 
whell the I,;ame shall have bpen aceepted by the inhabitants of accepted. 

Baid town, qualified to vote in town affairs, at a legal meeting 
called for that purpose, provided, it shall be accepted within 
five years from the dnte of npproval; and at such meeting the 



800 
CHAP. 487 
-proceedings 
upon question 
of acceptance. 

IHunicipnl COllrt., 
name shall1Jc 
changed. 

"'hen act shull 
take effect. 

:--:l'C. 7 of net, 
repealed .. 

TOWN OF DEERING. 

legal voters of said town shall vote by written ballot, those 
in favor of accepting this act having on the ballot the word 
"yes," and those opposed having on the ballot the word "no j" 
and if a majority of all the ballots received are in favor of 
accepting the same, it shall become a law and take effect, and 
it shall be the duty of the clerk of said town to file a copy of 
the record of the vote of said town accepting the same, with 
the clerk of the city of \Vestbrook, when elected, who shall 
transcribe snch copy into the records of the city. and such 
record sball be conclusive evidence tbat this act has been 
accepted. If at any meeting so beld, this act shall fail to be 
so accepted, it may at the expimtion of ten months from any 
such previous meeting, ue ag~tin submitted for acceptance, 
but not after the period of five years from the approval 
thereof. Upon and after the acceptance of this act by the 
legal voters of said town, as aforesaid, the municipal court 
in said town, now denominated the municipal court of the 
town of vYesthrook, shall be denominated the municipal 
court for the city of VVestbrook, and the city council iOhall 
provide It suitable room in which said court shall be held. 

SEOT. 37. So much of this act as authorizes the submit­
ting of the question of its acceptance to the legal voters of 
said town, shall take effect upon its approval; but it shall not 
ta ke further effect unless accepted by the legal voters of said 
town as hereinbefore provided. 

Ap~roved March]. 1889. 

Chaptm' 4§7. 

An Act to nmCll{t" An Act to proviue for the election of a School UOlluuittee for the town of 
Deering." 

Be it enacted by tlie Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislatu1'e assembled, as follows: 

SEOT. 1, Section seven of an aet to provide for the 
election of a sehool committee for the town of Deering, 
approved Februllry nineteen, eighteen hnlldl'ed and eigbty­
nine, is hereby repealed nnd said act shull take effect upon 
the approval of this act. 

SEOT. 2. This act shall tnh.e effect. when approved. 

Approyed Murch I, 1889. 


