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BETHEL VILLAGE CORPORATIO~. 

Cha)ter 379. 
An Act creating the Dethel Village Oorporntion. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislatw'e assemblecl, as follows: 

577 
CHAP. 379 

SECT. 1. The territory embmced within the limits of Limit •• 

what wat> known as school districts number fifteen and num-
ber thirty, as last coustituted in the town of Bethel, together 
with the inhahitants thereon, be, and the same is hereby -corporate 
crented a hody politic and corporate by the name of the 

name. 

Bethel Village Corpomtion. 
SECT, 2. Said corporation is herehy authorized at any Autbori7.ed v. 

l'uise mOIlOY. 

legal meeting called for the purpose, to raise by assessment 
01' by loan, as hereinafter provided, such sums of money as 
may be deemed necessary and sufficient for organizing and -pOllpo.e •. 

maintaining within the limitt> of stud corpol'lltion, an etficient 
fire department; fOl' building, purchasing', renting, repail'ing 
and maintaining engine houses, hook and ladder carringe 
houses, and lockupt> 01' police Htations; for purchaHing, repair-
ing and maintaining fire engines, hose, ladders, buckets, 
machines and other appumtus fOl' the extiuguiHhment and 
prevention of fil'e; for the location, construction and l'epail' 
of reservoirs and aqueducts: for the procuring of water and 

pumps, pipes, hydmnts and mtluhinery for handling and dis­
tributing the same; fOl' building, repairing and maintaining 
sidewalks; for building. repairing and maintaining sewers; 
for setting Ol1t, maintaining and cal'ing for shade trees; fot' 
maintaining and improving Bethel common and Kimball 
park; for the purchasing and renting of real estate for any 
of the above pllrposes; to pay for the services of one 01' 
more police officers, night watchmen or any other officers to 

w hom the said corpol'lltion may vote a salary 01' other com­
pPllsntion; to erecL and lllaintuln lamp posts and lamps, and 
provide fo~' lighting the stl'eets within the limits of said eor­
pOl'lltion; for school pllrposes, and may receive, hold and 
manage devises, bequeHts 01' girts for any of the above PUI'-

poses, 

SECT. 3. Any money raised by said corporation for the 
purposes aforesaid, shall be asseBsed upon the pl'Opel'ty and 
polls within the territory, by the Ilt>Hessors of' said corpol'a-
tl0n, in the same mannel' as is provided by law for the assess-
ment of county and town taxes, and said assessors may copy 

.1\.J3Se8smentR, 
how made. 



578 BETHEL VILLAGE CORPORATION. 

CHAP. 379 toe last valuation of said propel'ty by the assessors of the 
town of Bethel, 11l1d assess the tax thereon, if said COl'pom­
tion shall so direct, and may ahate any tax by them so 
assessed, the tax on polls not to exceed the sum of one dollal' 
to anyone pel'son in one year. 

rl'axes, how 
u~8e88ed und 
collected. 

By-Jaws. 

Ollice!"" .hall 
he ehoBell by 
hallot. • 

li'il'Ht. and 
:llllluaimcetings 
,hall be held ill 
i'lurch. 

(~ollectol' and 
tl'catmrer Hhall 
give bond. 

First meeting, 
how called. 

SECT, 4, Upon a certifluate heing filed with the assessors 
of said corporation hy the ulerk tl18l'eof of the amount of' 
money raised at any meeting fol' the pUl'poses afol'esaid, it 
shall be the duty of said asseSSOI'S, as soon as may be, to 
assess said amount upon the pulls and estates of the persons 
l'esiding on the tel'ritol'Y aforesaid, and upon the estutes of 
non-resident proprictors thereof, [l nd lists of the assessment 
so made, to certify and deliver to the collcdol', whose dnty 
it shall he to collect the same in like mannel' as county and 
town taxes are by law collected by towns, and to pay over 
the same to the treaSUl'el' of said corpol'lltion, who shall l'C­
ceive the same and pay it ont to order or direction of the 
said corporation, and keep a regnlal' account of all moneys 
received and paid out, and exhibit the same to the assessol'S 
whenever requested; and said corporation shall have the 
same power to dil'ect the mode of collecting said taxes as 
towns have in the collectio 1 of town taxos, 

SECT, 5, The OffiCCl'S of sllid COl'pol'1ltion shall consist of 
a olerk, treasurel', assessors, collector and snch othor officers 
as may be provided fOl' in the by-laws of said cOl'poration. 

SECT. 6. Said corporation at any legal meetitig thel'eof, 
Illay adopt a code of hy-laws fOl' the government of the same, 
and for the efficient management of the fll'e depal'tment afol'e­
said, provided, the said by-laws are not repugnant to the 
laws of the state. 

SECT. 7. All the officel's of said oorporation shall be 
chosen by ballot and sworn to the faithful performance of 
tlH'ir clnties; thc first election to he at the meeting of the 
legal votel'S of said cOl'poratiol1, callcd to accept this chal'ter, 
and the annual election of officers shall be in the month of 
March. 

SECT. 8. The collector Qnd treaSlll'el' shull give bonds in 
double the amount of the tax so raised, to the inhahitants of 
the said cOl'pomtioll, which bOllds shall be approved by tho 
assessors and clerk. 

SECT. 9, William E. Skillings, Addison E. Herrick, 
Samuel D. Philbrook, Gideon A. Hastings and Enoch W. 



TOWN OF SMITHFIELD. 579 

vVoodbury, or either of them, are hereby authorized to call CHAP. 380 
the first meeting of the Raid corporation, and to notify the 
legal voters thereof to meet at some suitable time and place, 
within tbe limit:,; aforesaid, hy posting up notice:,; in two 
public places within said limits, seven days at least before 
the time of said meeting'; Hnd eithel' of said persons are 
authorized to [JI'e:,;ide at sHid nHl0ting until after its organi-
zation, and uutll aftel' a moderator shall have been chosen by 
ballot and SWO\'l1, and at all meetings of the said corporation 
It modemtor shall be chosen in the manner and with the same 
powers as in town mcetings. 

SECT. 10. All pcr"ons liable to he taxed for polls residing 
in the limits of said cOI'porntion, sball be legal voters nt any 

meeting of said corporation. 
SECT. 11. This act shall take effect wbcn approved by 

tlle govel'llor, so fal' as to empower the fircit meeting of said 
corporation to be called, and if this charter shall he accepted 
ut said first meeting of said COl'po\'Htion, by a majority of tlle 
legal voters of said corpOl'atioll, then the ::;ame shall take and 
have complete effect in all its parts. But there shall be but 
one such meeting called iii each year for such purpose. 

Approved Vebruary 16, 1889. 

An Act to make valid tho doings of the tOW11 of Hmithfiel(l in 010 annual 1\Iul'ch meeting for 
t.he year eighteen hundred. and eigIHy-eight.. 

Be it enacted by tlte Senate and Iiouse of Representatives 
in Legidatu1'e assembled, as follow:,;: 

The oath admillistered to the selectmen, assessol's and 
other officers by the modemtor in the town of Smithfield at 
the nnnual "March meeting in the year eighteen hunch'eel and 
eighty-eight, is hereby made legal and valid and the acts of 
said officers are hereby made as legnl und valid as tbe sume 
would have been, if said oath had been aclminietered ill 
accordance with the provisions of In w. 

Approved Febl'llary 16,1889. 

Eligihilitvof 
voters .. 

"TheIl aet KlulH 
tal," e!led. 

DoingR of town 
of ~1llith1ieluJ 
legalizeu 


