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RAILROAD CROSSINGS. 

SECT. 2. Any company or officer or agent thereof violating 
any of the provisions of this act shall be punished by a fine 
of not more than five hundred dollars for each offense; 
and the illSlll'!lnCe commissioner may revoke the lieense of 
any agent convictcd of a violation of the pl'Ovisions of that 
act. 

Approved nlnrch 9, 18S9. 

An Act. ntlditioual to and amcnrlatol'Y of Chapters t.hree hundred and ten IlB(l three hUlHlrea 
aud twelve of Laws of eighteen nUll cighty.flve, rdatiug to Railroad Crossiugs. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and .House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Section t IVenLy-::;even of chapter eighteen as 
amended by chapter three hundrcd and ten of laws of eighteen 

hundred and eighty-five, is hereby amended, so as to real! as 
follows: 

'SECT. 27. Town ways and highways may hc laid out 
across, ovcr, or undet' any railroad tl'llck, in the same mauner 
as other town ways and highway,;, except that before sllch 
way shall be constrllcted, the railroad cOlllmissioners, on 
application of the municipal officcrs of the city 01' town 
wberein such way is located, or of the partics owning or 
operating the railroad, shall upon notice ane! hearing, deter
mine whcther the WHy shall bc permitted to cross snch track 

at gl'llde therewith 01' not, and the manner nnc1 condition of 
crossing the same, and the expcnse of building and main
taining so mueh thereof as is within the limit,; of sllch railroad 
shall be borne by such railroad company, or hy the city or 
town in which such way is loeated, or shall he apportioned 
between sHch compHny and elty or town, as may he determined 
by said railroad commi::;sioncrs. Said commissioner::; shall 
make a report in writing of their de8i"ion thereupon to the 
supreme judicial COllrt at its next succeeding terlll to he held 
in the couuty wberein sllch crossing is situnted, and shall nlso 
make a report of such rulings, proofs, and proeeedings as 
either party desires, or !IS they deem nece::;sary for a full 

understanding of the case. The presiding justiee at such 



RAILROAD CROSSINGS. 

term of court may accept, reject, or reGommit said report, or 
send the case to a new commission, or make snch other order 
or decree as lawaI' justice mny require, and to his ruling or 
ordet', either pnrty may file exr,eptions. The final adjudica
tion in sllch cases shall be recorded as provided in section 

thirty of this chapter. Costs may be taxed and allowed to 
either party at the discretion of the court.' 

SECT. 2. Section t.wenty-eight of chapter fifty-one of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended hy chapter thrce hundt'ed and 
twelve of laws of eightecn hunched and eighty-five, is here
by al11endc;d, so as to read as follows: 

'SECT. 28. Rnilt'Oach; mny cross highways or townways in 
the line of the railroad, but cannot pass along them without 
leave of the town, but when a railroad is hereafter laid out 
across It high way 01' other pnblic WHY, it shull be constrl1cted 
so as to pass either over 01' nnder such way, llnletls the rail-
road commissioners after notice and hearing authot'ize a cross-
ing at grade. Before entering upon the conf>tl'llction of any 
l'llilrond, the manncr and cotJclitiol1s of crossing shall be 

detcrmined ns provided hy section twentY-tlevcn of chapter 
eighteen ntl amended. But no crossing of it stl'e(~t in a city, 
llOt a highway, shall be mado without the written COl1:;ent of 
the mayor and aldermen. Crossings not. so made are nuisances. 
Hndmay he so tl'eated, and the dit'ectortl of railroad cOl'pora-
tions mu ki ng them, are pel'sona lly liable.' 

SECT. 3. Highways and other ways may be raitled or 
lowered for t11e pllrpose of permitting a railroad to pass over 
or undor sallie, Ol' the course of the same mny be altered 
so as to facilitate snch cl'ossiug, or to pormit a raill'oad to 
pass at the side thereof, on applicatiou to the railroad C0111-
mi:;::;iouers, and pl'occedillg as provided by section twcnty
seven of chapter eighteen as atnell~led by this act, and for 
such purp08e, land may be takon aud damages awarded as 
provided for laying' out higbway:; and other way". 

Approve,1 M!\l'cb 0, IB89, 
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