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Seven or more 
IJCr::-;ollS may 
ol'gallb~(> he'ne~ 
IJeial'Y (!orpura· 
tiOllR. 

Cel'titlcate of 
agTcl'lIH'ul and 
dl·(·jal'atioll of 
pUl'po:-;(~ to b(' 
sllb~('rilJl'd and 
~WOl'll to. 

-tolwap
pl'o,"pd hy COlll
Jljbf.;h~J('l':lll\l 
filed and 1'('

COl'liNl jn the 
ofIice of Sene· 
tal'.\" of ;:)tate. 

-form of cel't,Hi. 
catc of Ol'g':l.lllZU. 
tion. 

FRATERNAL BENEFICIARY ORGANIZATIONS. 

An Act relating to Fraternal BeuefidHl'Y Organizations. 

Be it enacted by tlte Sellate and ~House oj Rep1'esentatives 

-in Legidatu1'e rt8lJembled, as fullows : 

SECT. 1. Seven 01' more persons, l'csi,Jents of the state, 

c1e,;irillg to form a fratcl'l1al bcneficim',Y corporation for thc 

pUl'pOSCS hercillaftcr provided, aud lmvillg signed an agl'ec

mcnt thcrefol', declaring therein the lJUI'[l()tiCti of sllch COl'[JO

ration, may organize as such ill tho manllcr [lruvillcLl ill 

sectious Olle, t.wo aml three of chapter fifty-five of the Rc\"iscd 

Statutes, Hml such corpomtion tihall havc all thc [lOIVCt'S, 

privilegcs and iml11l1nitieb, and be tiubjeet to all the liabilities 

named in said suction three. 

SECT. 2. The pre",iding ofiicer, trcasurer and a majority 

of tllc direelors 01' otlwr oflicers, shall fOl'tlllvitb makc, tii,2,'ll 

and sweat' to tt certifil~aLe sctting' forth a true COl),)' of the 

agreement and declamtion of llltl'[Hme of the aS8ociation, 

witb the nallles of tbe tillb~cribel's tbcreto, tbe date of the fir::;t 

meeting, and the tillccc,;sive ac1jolll'llment::l, if any, tL11l1 shall 

submit snell certificatc and tbe rccords of tbe corporation to 

tllc insurancc commi~tiioner, wbo shall makc sllch examina

tion allll require sllch evide.nce as he decl11s llcces"ary; and 

if it appears tbat tlle plll'pO';Cti of thc corporation cOllforlll to 

law, bc shall certity his appt'oval thercof, and the certificatc 

sball thclJ bc fill~c1 b,)' said officcr,; ill the office of the secrc

bu'yof staLe, Wl1O, npon payment of a fee of five dollars, 

sball call:';e tbc sallle witll the ellllorscmellts, to be recorded, 

and shall tilcrcnpon icitiue a cel'Lificate ill Llle fullowing' form: 

STATE OF MAINE. 

Bc it known tbat wbet'cas (here the names of the 8ub-

8cribet's to the agyeement of associatioll IOball be insertcd) 

have aS80eiated the1ll8elveIO with thc intelltioll uf formillg a 

corporation under the lltUllC of (here tlte llame of thc COl'pO

ration sball be inserted) for tile purposc (here tbe ptll'pose 

declared in the agrcement of tlssociatioll tihall be inserted) 

and have cOll1pliCll with tbe pl"Ovi:-;ions ot tbe titatutes of this 

state in sncll cn,;e l1lallc and [lrovillecl, as appears from the 

certificate of the officer:-; of tile corpomtion, duly approved 

by tbe insurance co III Olitisiol1et' a11l1 recorded ill tlli,; oftiee; 

now thereforc, I (here tile nume of the secrctary shall bc 



FRATERNAL BENEFICIARY ORGANIZ,\TlON3. 

inserted,) secretary of state of :Mai ne, do here hy certi ry that 
said (here the names of the suhscribers to the agreement of 
association shall be inscrted,) their associat.es and successors, 
are legally organized and established as and are hereby made 
an exbting corpomtion under the name of' (bere the name of 
the corporation shall be inserted,) with the powers, rights 
and privileges, and suhject to the limitations, duties and re
strictions which by law appertain thereto. 

vYitness my ofTicinl signature hereunto subscribed, and the 
seal of tbe state of Maine hereunto affixed, this day 
of in the year (In these blanks the day, month 
and ,Year of executioll of' the certificate shall he ilHlerted.) 

The secretary shall sign the nallle and cause the seal of the 
state to he thereto affixed, alld sLich celtificate sball ue con
clusive evidence of the existence of such eorpol'ation at tbe 
date of such certificate. He sball cuuse a recol'd of such cer-
tificate to be made. 
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-certifirntp to 
uc rccorded. 

SECT. B. Any corpol'ation duly organized as aforesaid, nlay pro,ide [('1' 
<-.' pa;'l:lllf'llt, of dn(l,~ 

and which does not employ paid agents in soliciting 01' pro- nIHI dl,,,.hility 
lO~5e~. 

curing business, other than in thc prcliminary organization of 
local branches, and which conducts its business as n fratel'llnl 
society 011 the lodge system, or limits its certificate holders to 
a particular order, class 01' frntel'l1ity, or to the emphyes of 
a particular town 01' city, designated firm, business house 01' 

corporation, may provide in its by-laws for the payment, 
from time to time, of n fixed sum by each member, and f\'(Jm 
this income mlly make weekly or other payments to any 
member during II period of disability of such member. Such 
corporati.on mlly also provide in its by-laws for the payment, 
from time to time, of:t fixed sum by each memher to be paid 
to the beneficiaries of' decensed members, in such amount und 
manlier as shall be fixed by said by-laws and written in the 
henefit certificate issued to sllch member, and payable to the 
husuand, wife, children, relatives of, or persons dependent 
upon such member; but no contract under this act shall be 
valid or legal which shall be conditional upon an agreement 
or understanding that the beneficim'y shall pay the dues and 
assessments, or either of them, for said member. Any such 
corporation now organized under the laws of this state, which 
limits its certificate holders to a particular order, class or fra
ternity, may employ paid agents in soliciting business. But 
no person shall act as sueh an agent until he hus first been 

~fOl'dclltlJ 
lOAflcs. 

-benefielal'Y 
shall lloL be ~ 
l'rq uired to pl\y 
flues of rlccen.3crl 
member. 

-palrl "gent. 
maybe em" 
ployeu. 

-shnlllirgt 1", 
lieensed. 



204 

CHAP. 234 

-·penalLy_ 
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fer mClllhl'1'.;;;hip 
to ol'g:nnizatiollS 
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}'oreign Col'pO~ 
l'atiolls lIning' 
husiness in this 
slate llla, COll· 
tilme without 
incorporating. 

'~COl'porat [OUf! 
dc'siring to do 
bnshw~s Blust, 
fil'~t ohtain 
license. 

FRA'rERNAI, BENEFICIARY ORGANIZ -\.TIONS. 

licensed therefor by the insurance commissioner in aeeordance 
with the provisions of section seventy-three, chapter forty
nine of the Revised Statutes, and any persons violating this 
provision shall, upon conviction, be punished as provided in 
said section seventy-three. For sueh license the commissioner 
shall receive one dollar. 

SECT. 4. Any such corporation may hold at anyone time, 
as It death fllnd belonging to the henefi(~iaL'ies of anticipated 
cleceasedmemberl:l, an amount not exceeding one asses"ment 
frOlll n general or unlimitp,d membcr"hip, or an Hmount not 
exceeding ill the aggregate, one assestlment from each limited 
c1ass or division of its members; provided, that nothing in 
this section shull be held to restrict such fnnd to less than 
twen ty-fi ve thousand dollars. 

SECT. 5. No such corporation shaH re-insure with or 
transfer its membership certificates or funds to any organiza
tion not authorized to do business in this state. 

SECT. 6. Fratemal beneficiltl,y corporations, associations 

or societies organized under the 1aws of another state, now 
transacting' business ill this stnte as herein defined, and which 
now report or which shall report when requested to the insu
l'llnce department, may cUlltinlle sueh business without incor
porating under this act.. Frnt0rnal beneficiary corporations, 
associations or societies, not now trammcting business ill this 
state, which may hel'eafter desire to do so, shall first obtain 
license thcrefor f!'Om the intlurance commissioner. Such a 
corporation, association 01' soeiety shall fUl'llil:lh the commii:>
sioner with n certified copy of its charter and hy-Iaws, with It 

~~J~\~.~!\~~~~ a~l':1)l 
by-laws with statement lIndeL' oath, showil~g its mcmbership um1 financial 
COUllllissiollcr~ 

~,-<--~fce for licensc. 

Sbnlll'epol't 
annually to 
COIUl!.li::i~iolle1'. 

condition, and I:lhall tdso furnitlh the cOUllllissioner with snch 
other informatioll at' he shall deem necessary to a propel' 
exhibit of its business and st:llluing and plan of working, and 
if he deems it expedient, he may license such corporation, 
association 01' society to do business in this state in accordance 
with the provisiolltl of this act. Fo1' such license he may 
l'eceive a fee of twenty dollars. 

SECT. 7. Every corporation, association or society doi ng 
husiness ai:; hel'ei n defined shall annually, on 01' before the 

first day of April, report to the insurance commissioner the 
numes and addresses of its president, secretary and treasurer, 
or other officers ami\vering thereto, and shnll make such 

further statements of its membership and financial tmns-



FRATERNAL BENEFICIARY ASSOO[ATIO~S. 

l.wHons for the year ending on the preceding thirty-first day 
of December, with other information relating thereto, as said 
commissioner may deem necesstll'y to a propel' exhibit of its 
business and standing; and the corumissionel' may at other 
times require any further statement he may deem necessary 
to be made relating to such cOI'pomtion. 

SECT. 8. Any person who tlhall solicit membership for, 
01' in any manner aS8ist in procuring membel'Ehip in any such 
corporation or organization doing a business not authorized 
by this act, or who shall scllicit rnembel'tlhip for, 01' in any 
manner Hssi8t in pl'ovuring membcl'ship in any such corpora
tion or organization not authorized, as herein provided, to do 
business as hcrein defined, in this state, shall be guilty of tt 

misdemcanor, and upon c0Jl1viction thereof, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than fifty nor mOl'e than two hundred 
dollars. 
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Penalty for 
8olidtillg' flll' l\11 
Hn<lntllorized 
COl'pol'Hti )ll. 

SECT. 9. The money or other bcnetit, charity, relief, or Bencfitsshall 
]lot be Haule to 

aid to be paid, provided or relldel'ed by any corporation, attachment, 

association or society authorized to do business under this act, 
and as herein provided, shull not be linhle to attachment by 
trustee, m' other pl'oee8S, and shall not be sei~ed, taken 01' 

appropriated 01' applied hy any legal or equitable process, 
nOl' by opcl'lltion of law, to pn,y any debt 01' liabiliLy of n 

certificate 1101det" or any benefieial'Y thereof. 

SECT. 10, Any solicitor, agent or examining phYbicinn, 
who shall knowingly or wilfully make any fllbe or fraudulent 
statement or representation in 01' with reference to any appli
cntion for memben:hip, or for the purpose of ohLailling any 
money or benefit, in any corporation, association or soviety 
transacting bUt;iness under this act, shall be guilty of a mis~ 

demeanor, unll, L1pon conviction, shall be punished by n fine 
of not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred 
dollars, 01' hy imprisonment not less than thirty days not' more 

than one yeul', 01' both; alld allY person who shall wiHully 
make a false statement of any material fact 01' thing in a 
sworn statement as to the death 01' disability of a ccrtificate 
ho1dcr in uny sLlch corporation, for the purpose of procuring 
the payment of the benefit numed in the certificate of such 
holdcr, shall be gllilty of PCljUI'Y, and, UpOll convietiul1, shall 
be punished accordingly. 

Penait,y fo1' 
mnh.i1l2 false 
stlltt'IIlClit in 
H}Jplientions for 
llH:,mhC'l'~hip 01' 
claims in ease of 
d.en til or (lis
nllility, 



206 
CHAP. 235 

OwporutiOllS 
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Pemt.lty for 
violating aet. 
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(~tles to ooys, 
prohibited. 

Giving of elgar·g 
~ttCR to minor8, 
l)rohilJited. 

""nnlty for 
vlolatlon, 

8ALE 01<' TOBACCO TO MINORS. 

SECT. 11. Any fratel'llal beneficiary corporation existing 
nnder the laws of this statc, anrl now engaged in tmn:3acting 
bnsiness as herein defincd, may re-incorporatc undo!' the pro
visions of this act; provided, that nothin,~ ill this aet con
tained shall he construed as rcquiriug any such cOl'pomtiol1 
to re-incorporate; and any snch corpomtioll may coutiune to 
exercise nil the rights, powel'S and privilegcs confel'l'cd by 
this nct, and its articles of incorporation not inconsistent 
her8with, and shall be subject to the reqnirements and peual
ties of this act the same as if re-incorporated hercuuder. 

SEOT. 12. No charter granted under the provit-;ions of this 
act shall he vnlid after one year from its date unless the orgitlli~ 
zation hns been completed and business begun thereunder. 

SEOT. 13. )\.ny sueh corporation, association or society, 
neglecting to comply with, 01' violating the provisions of this 
act shall be fined not lesH than fifty nor more than two hun
dred dollars, upon conviction thereof. 

SECT. 14. The provisions of the act enacted hy this legis
lature, relating to the formation of assessment insul'Hnce com
panies shall not apply to corporations, a~tiociations or societies 
ol'ganized under or transacting busines" in conformity to thitl 
act. 

An Act restraini1lg the sale of Tohneco Hu(l usc of ,9allle by mitlol'~ uncleI' six.t('('.u years of tlgC-. 

Be it enClcted by tlte /.'Jenate and House of Repl'esentatives 
in Legislatm'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. No person shall sell any cigarette to any person 
under the age of Ilixteen yeaI'd. 

SECT. 2. No person, other than the minor's parent or 
guardian, shall give to any perSOll under the age of sixteen 
years flny cigat'ette, fot· snch minor's pcrsonalnse. 

SEOT. 3. Any person violating any of the foregoing pro~ 
visions, shall be punished by a fine !lot exceeding fifty dollars. 


