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CHAP, 76 

Preamble, 

Settll'!'!; on )l!ld~ 
[lwnska, in 
favor oi. 

SETTLERS ON LANDS IN ):!ADA W ASKA TERRITORY, 

Chapicll' 76, 

Resolve relating to Settlers on Lands in Madawaska Territory. 

JVhereas, originally the title to the townships in what is 
known as the :J1adnwllslm tel'l'itory was in the state, and by a 

law of the state then exi,;ting, squatters on snid territOl'j' could 
seeure title to a limited quulltity uf lund therein by payment 
ill lahOl' on roads; and whel'eaR, the population on said ter­
l'itOl'Y rapidly increased, and 8cttled on the river lots inelurlcd 
undel' the Ashbul'tun treaty, Icaving only wild lands to he 
occupicll by the following 01' sueceeding generation; and 
whereas, the young men of that lIny entered upon 8aid wild 

land and havc cleared up the same and made fOl' themselves 
homes without securing title from the state; and whcreas, 
the state sold Hnd conveyed sai(lwild lands without reserving 
such lots so tuken, to such squatters, many of whom have 
occupied said lots fOl' forty years, but now fiud them8elves 
without title and at the mercy of the ownel's thereof; and 
whereas, sllch settlers hn"e becn, and nre now being vexed 
by suits and otherwise, hy said owners, und muny al'e uuable 
to make satisfactory terms with 8uch owncl'S und liable to be 
evicted frolll theil' homcs; nnd whereas, these pioneers under 
the foregoing circumstnnces are entitled to consideration by 
the state; thel'efore 

Resolved, That the governor and council bc and they nre 
hereby authol'ized to nppuint a commissioner or cOll1missionel's, 
to investigate the condition of slleh settlers, the nature of 
their rights to the lauds claimed, their differences Hnd disputes 
with the land owners, ascertain if possible, the terms of set­
tlement between them and the ability of such settlers to comply 
therewith, and report with their reeommenclations to the go,,­
el'llor and COllllCii for the information of the next legisintllre, 
anel the sum of seven hUllChed and fifty llollnrs is hel'eby 
appropl'iated to pay the expenses and sel'vices of such com­
mission, to he paid by the state treasurer on wurrants of the 
govel'llor and cOllncil. 

Approyed March 10, 1887. 


