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LOBSTER FISHERIES. 

An Act for Hie tetter protection of th.c Lobster Fisheries. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. There shall be a close time for lohsters between 
the first day of August and the fifteenth day of Spptemher in 
each ye:u', during which no lob:;ters shall be taken, canght, 
killed, bought, sold, exposed for sale, or in possession in cars, 
pounds or otherwise, Hndel' a penalty of fifty dollm's for each 
offC'nse, and one dollar for every lobster so taken, caught, killed, 
bought, sold, exposed for sale, 01' in possession as aforesaid. 

SECT. 2. During the close time, us set forth in the preeed
ing section, all traps, nets, or ot.her deviees for the catching of 
lobsters, shall be removed from the water, there to remain dur
ing the entire close time, and all tmps, nets, or other device 
for the catching of lob:;ters, which are suffered to remain in 
the waters in close time, shall be forfeited, and the owner or 
owners thereof, ,mbjected to a penalty of twenty-five dollm's 
for the offense, and a flll'ther penalty of five dollars for each 
day that sueh traps, nets, or devices, shall remain in the water 
contrary to law. 

SECT. 3. All cars in which lobsters are kept, and all lob
ster cars while in the water, shall have the name of the owner 
or owuers thereof on the top of the cur, where it may be plainly 
seen, in letters not less thun three-fourths of an iuch in length, 
plainly carved or branded thereon, and nil traps, nets, 01' othet· 
device for the catching of lohsters, shall have, while in the 
water, t.he owner's name curved or branded in like manner on 
all the buoys attached to said traps ol' other devices, under a 
penalty of ten dollar;; for each cur, and five dollars for each 
trap or device not so marked, and if sufficient proof to estab
lish the oW~lersbip of such cars or traps cannot be readily ob
tained, they may be declnred forfeited, subject to the provisions 
of chapter ninety-eight of the revised statutes. 

SECT. 4. No per:;on Ol' corpol'Htion shall can or preserve 
any lobster between the first day of July and the .fifteenth 
day of the following April, under a penalty of five dollars 
for every lobster so canned 01' preserved, and a further 
penalty of three hundred dollars for each day on which sLich 
unlawful canning or preserving is done; provided, however, 



LOBSTER FISHERIES. 

that it shall be lawful for dealers to preserve in pickle, 01' 

vinegar, such surplus stock as for good reasons, cannot be 
disposcd of otherwise. 

SECT. 5. It is unlawful to buy, sell, expose for sale, or 
possess any female lobster in spnwn 01' with eggs attached, 
or any lobster less than ten and one-half inches in length, 
when alive 01' dead, cooked or uncooked, measured in man
ner us follows; taking the length of the back of the lobster 
measured from the bone of the nose, to the end of the bone 
of the middle flipper of the tuil, the length to be taken with 
the lobster extended on the back its natural length, and any 
lobster shortel' than the prescribed length when caught, shall 
be liberated alive at the risk and cost of the party taking 
them, under a penalty of one dollnr for each lobster so 
caught, bought, sold, exposed for sale, 01' in possession not 
so lihernted. Provided, however, if it appears that he in
tended to liberate them in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, he shall uot be liable to any of the penalties herein 
provided for, though he may have failed from ally cause, 
not within his control, to so liberate them. The possession 
of mutilated, uncooked lobsters shall be prima facie evidence 
that they are not of the required length. 

SECT. G. When in case of seizure, by any duly author
ized officer, of any barrels, boxes, or other paclmgcs in 
transit, containing lobsters less than the prescribed limit 
of length, snch lobsters as are alive and less than the pre
scribed limit, shall be liberated, and all such lobsters as are 
of the prescribed length, found in such barrels, boxes or 
paelmges, in the season for legal fishing for lobsters, shall be 
forfeited, and sold by the officer making the seizure thereof, 
at sllch time and in such manner as shall by him be deemed 
proper, and the proceeds of sllch sale shall be disposed of in 
manner as hereinafter provided. But if the owner 01' owners 
thereof, appeal' within twenty-fol1l' hours from time of seiz
ure, and pay to the officer making such seizure, a fine of one 
dollar for each lobster less than the prescribed limit, found in 
the lot so seized, then the officer shall deliver to the owner 
thereof, such lobsters as were found to be of the legal limit. 

SECT. 7. All fines and penalties undcr this act may be 
receverec1 by indictment 01' action of dcbt, and together with 
all forfeitures, shall go to the county in which the offense is 
committed. 
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MONEY FOR CEMETERY PURPOSES-AMENDMENT TO R. S. 

SEaT. 8. So mueh of'sections twenty-two, twenty-foul' and 
twenty-five of chapter forty of the revised statutes ItS relntes 
to lobsters, Itnd sections ni neteen, twenty Itnd twenty-one of 
the same chapter, as amended by chapter two hundred seventy
five of the public laws of eighteen hundred eighty-five, are 
hereby repealed. 

SEaT. 9. This act ~hall take effect July one, eighteen hun
dred eighty-seven. 

Approvec\ March 17, 1887. 

An Act to authorize towns to hold money for Cemetery purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives 
in Legi8latu1'e assembled, a~ follows: 

SEaT. 1. Any pel'son owning or interested in It lot in tt 
pu blic buriul place of a city 01' town, may deposit with the 
treasurer of such city Ol' town, a SUIll of money not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, for the purpose of providing for the pre
servation and cttre of such lob" or its appurtenances, which 
sum shall be entered upon the booktl of the treasurer, and 
held in accol'llunce with the provisions of the ordinances 01' 

by-laws of such city or town, in relation to burials. 
SEaT. 2. A city or town may pass such ordinullces or by

laws, as may be necessary for the plIl'poses of thitl act and not 
repugnant to law, and mny receive sllch money fa I' said PUl'
poses, and may allow interest thereon, Itt a rate not exceed
ing six per eent a yenr. 

Appl'oYecl ilIal'ch 17, 1887. 

An Act to HmC'ud all net C'utitlt'!l"All Act. to further all1end Rcction eight of chapter twC'nty
four of the Revised Stalutc8," as ulllcll(lrd by ehaptel' two hundred :lUll sixty-nine, Puulio 
Laws of eighteen hundred und eighty-five, npproyed Fehruary one, eighteen hundred find 
eighty-sC'yell. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Said above named act is herehy amended, hy stt'iking out 
the foul' last lines thereof, and insel't nfter the 'word "::;ettle
ment" the following, 'and this section shllllnot be so cOllstrued 


