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fUl'ther fine of five dollars for ench day that any such weiI' at' CHAP. 123 

net remains in violation of law, but weil's with catch pOllnds 
covel'ed with net, the meshes of which nre one inch square in 
the clear, 01' grenter, nre not subject to this section. But no 
smelts caught in sLlch weit·s uftel' the fil'st day of April, shall 
be sold or ofFered for sale in this state, nor shall smelts caught 
in any manner between the first day of April and the fil'st day 
of October following, be offered for sale, sold, or shipped 
f!'Om the state under a penalty of twenty-five dollars for each 
ofl'el1L:e; p!'Ovil1ed, however, that dip nets may be used between -proviso. 

the first and brenty-fifth days of April; provided, further, thnt 
this section does not apply to smel ts taken in the AllClt'oscog-
gin river above the Mer;'y Meeting bay bridge, between the 
first days of' October and November, nor to smelts taken in 

the Penobscot river and its tributaries, between the first anel 
fiftecnth dnys of April.' 

SECT, 2, This act shall tal,e effect when approved, 

Approyed March 16, 1887. 

Al1.Ad to estaulish Local BourtlB of Ifealth Hud to pro ted the peov1e of thi ... State from Con~ 
tagious DiRE'HSCR. 

Be it enacted b!J tlte Senate and I£ouse of Representatives 
in Legislature Cls8embled, us follows: 

SECT, 1. There ::;iutll be n, local board of health in ench city 
and town in thit:! statc, to he uOlllpot:!cd of three memhers, any
thing in the charter of t:!L1ub city to the contrary notwithstalld

ing. 
SECT. 2. Their appointment shall be as follows; on the 

second Monday in April, one thOllStlllcl eight hundred and 
eighty-seven, the l1111uicipnl offieers in each tOWll shall appoint 
three persons, Olle for three yenrt:!, one for two years, and one 
fot' one year, and thereafter nnnually befot'e the fifteenth day 
of April, one per"on to serve threc yenrs, and each to hold 
offiee until another is appointed in hit:! stead, Ally vacancy 
nt'ising from any calise, shall be tilled at the first meeting 
thereafter, of the mUllicipal officers. If for any reason, the 
appoiutmentt:! are not mnde at suid dates, the 8ume shall bo 
made at:! soon as may be thereafLel'. 

Lornll)oClnls of 
health, estah· 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

SECT. 3. Before the fifteenth day of May in each year, 
the board of health shall Illeet for the transaction of business, 
and shall choose a chairIllan and a secretary from their num
her. 

SECT. 4. The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
hoard. The secretary shall, in a book kept for thnt purpose, 
make and keep a record of all the proceedings at the meet
ings and of all transactions, doings, orders and regulations of 
the board of health. The secretary shall be alsu the execu
tive officer of the board when a health officer is not appointed. 

SECT. 5. The mnnicipal ufficers may appuint a health uf
ficer, who shall be a well educated physician, who shall be 
the sanitary adviser and executive officer of the huard, and 
who shall hold office dlll'ing the pleasure of the board. The 
municipal officers shall establish his salary 01' other compen
sation, !lnd shall regulate and audit all fees and charges of 
persolls employed by each bonrd of health, in the execution 
of the health laws and of their regulations. 

SECT. 6. It shllll be the duty of the health officer, or 
where there is no health officer appointed, of the secretary or' 
each local board of health, at least once in each year, to re
port to the state board of health their proceedings, nnd such 
other fncts required, on blanks, and in accordance with in
structions received from said bonrd. He shall also make 
special reports whenever refluired to do so, by the state board 
of health. He shall, within one week follo,wing their meet
ing and election of ufficers, report to the secretary of the 
state bonrd of health, the nallle Hnd address of each member 
of the local board, of the chairman and secretary, amI of the 
health officer when oue is appointed. • 

SECT. 7. Each local buard of health constituted under this 
nct, shall have puwer and it shall be its duty: 

I. '1'0 holdreglliar quarterly meetings, and special meetings 
whenever considered necessary by its executive officer, also 
wbenever requested by the state board of health, or the pres
ident and secretary thereof. 

II. To prescribe the POWCl'S and duties of the local health 
officer, when there is one, and to direct him, from time to time 
in the performance of his duties. 

III. To gnard against the introduction of contngiuus and 
infectious discnses, by the exercise of pI'oper and vigilant 
medical inspection and control of all persons and things 
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places, or which for any cause, are liable to communicate 
contngion; to give pnblic notice of infected places, by dis
playing red flags 01' by posting placards on the entrances of 
the premises; to requil'e the isolation of all persons and 
things that are infected with, or have been exposed to, con
tagions 01' infectious diseases, and to provide sllitable places 
for the reception of the same; and to furnish medical treat
ment and care for persons, sick with sllch diseases who can
not otherwise be pl'ovided for; to prohibit and prevent all 
intel'coul'se and communication with, or use of, infected 
promises, plnce:> and things, and to require, and, if neces
sary, to provide the menus for the thol'ough cleansing and 
disinfection of the same befol'e general intel'cOl\1':,;e there
wi.th, or use thereof, shall be allowed, And it shall be its 
duty to report to the state board of health pl'Omptly, facts 
which relate to infectious a1ll1 epidemic diseases, and evel'y 
case of small-pox, varioloid, diphtheria and scm'let fever, 
oeellrring within the limits of its jLll'i~diction, 

IV. To receive Hnd examine into the natllre of comp1nints 
made by any of the inhabitants, concerning nuisances da11,ger
ous to life and health within the limits of its jurisdiction; to 
enter upon or within any plnce or premises where nuisances 
or conditions dangerolls to lifo and health are known or be
lieved to exist, and pel'sonally, 01' by appointed agents, to in
speot and examine the same; and all Oll'lJerll, agents and occu
pants, shull permit such sanitary examinations; und every 
such boaI'd of health shall have power, and it shall be its duty, 
to o]'(h~r the suppression and removal of llui8ltnce1l and oondi
tions detrimental to life Hnd health found to exist within the 
limits of its jUI'isdiction. 

V, To make, alter or amend such orders and by-laws as 
they shllll think nereSSHl'Y und propel' for the preservation of 
life and health und the successful operation of the health laws 
of the stato, subject to the approval of any justice of the su
preme judicial court. Notice shall be given by the board of 
health, of all by-laws made 01' amended by them,_ by publish
ing the same in some newspaper, if there is one published in 
such town, if there is none, then in the nearest newspaper 
published in the county, and a record of such publication of 
said orders and by-laws in the office of the town clerk, shall 
be deemed a legal notice to all perf>ons. 



94 
CHAP. 123 

t3hall g-iyc notice 
to owiicr of any 
infected house,' 
et{'., rcquiring 
Rallle to be dis~ 
infected. 

Pf'llllltv for 
iilillll'C 'to comply 
,yith notice, 

Notire 811n11 he 
giYCll bOHrd, of 
(!Xistelwe of Illl)' 
infections dis· . 
ea~c. 

Inff'eted ppl'son 
shnllllot. lip l'e~ 
moved thHIl allY 
honse, ·without· 
pcrmiHsion of 
hoard. 

-collllitions of 
remoyftl. 

Children, 
:dlectcd, shall 
not attend 
school, etc. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 

SECT. 8. 'Where a-lJ-Y local hoard of health is of opinion 
that the cleansing and disinfecting of any honse, building, 
CHI', vessel 01' vehicle, 0\' any part thereof, and of allY article 
therein likely to contain infection, would tend to prevent or 
check infectious disease, it shall be the duty of such local 
board of health to give notice in writing to the owner, agent, 
01' occnpier of such house, hnilLling, cal', vessel or vehicle, 
01' part thereof, requiring him to cleanse and cli:,infect to the 
satitifaction of the henlth officer, or board of health, such 
honse, building, Cllr, vessel or vehicle, and saiel artieles within 
a time specified in such 110tice. 

SECT. 9. If the person to whom notice is given, fails to 
comply therewith, he shall be liuble to a penalty of not less 

than five dollars and not exceeding ten dollars for every day 
during which he continues to makc default; and the local 

board of' health shall cause such house, building, cttr, vessel 
or vehicle, or any part thereof, and articles to he cleansed and 
disinfccted at the cxpense of the town, and the town may 

recover the expenses so inculTed from the owner, agent, 01' 

occupier ill default, by all action of special assu111[J8it. . 

S,ECT. 10. VYhenevel' nllY hOllsellOldel' knows or has rcnson 
to believe that allY pt'1'0on within his family or houseilOld has 
small-pox. diphtherin, scarlet fcvel', cholera, typhu8 or typhoid 
fever, he shnll wit bin twenty- fOllr hours, give notice thereof 
to the health officer of the town in which he resides, Hnd such 
notice shall be given either at the office of the health officer, 
or by a cOllllllunicntion addressed to him aUll dnly mailed 
within the time above specified, und in case there is 110 health 
officer, to the secretary of the locnl board of health, either 
at his office 01' hy communication as afore,mid. 

SECT. It. No householder in whose dwelling there OCCllrs 

any of the above-mentioned diseases, shall permit allY pel'son 

sufl'ering from any sHeh disease, or any clothing or other 
property to be removed from his house, without the consent 
of the board, 01' of the health officer, 01' attending physician, 
and the said board, 01' health officer, or attending physician, 
shall prescribe the conditions of removal. 

SECT. 12. No parent, guardian, or other persoll, shall care

lessly carry about children or others affected with infectious 
diseases, or knowingly 01' wilfully introduce infectious persons 
into olhel' pCI'~;ons' hn:l~cs, 0" pnl'mit RllOh children under his 
carl', tu alll'llLl all,)' ~d]()ol) theatre, ehllrch 01' an,)' uul)l ic p laee. 
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SECT. 13. \Vhonover any physician knows or has reason to 
believe that any person whom he is called upon to visit, is in
fected with small-pox, scm' lot fover, di ph theri.~, ty phus or ty
phoid fever, or cholera, such physician shall withill twenty-four 
hoUl's, give notice thereof to the seel'etaJ'y of the local board 
of health, or the health officer of the town in which sneh por
SOll lives. 

SECT. 14. No person affected with Rllmll-pox, scarlet fever, 
diphtheria or cholera, alld 110 person having access to any pel'
son affected with any of the said dit:;eases, shall mingle with 
the general puhlic until such sanitary precautions as nwy be 
pre!'3eriiJed by the local board or attending physician, shall have 
been complied with. 

t)ECT. 15. Persons recovering f!'Om slllall-pox, scadet fever, 
diphtheria or cholera, and nurses who have been in attendance 
Oil tiny pel'Ron suffering from any such disease, shall not leave 
the premises till they have received from the atteuding phy
sician, board of health or health officer. n certi ficate that they 
have taken such precautions as to their persons, clothing, and 
aU other things which they propose bringing frorn the l)\'em
ises as are necessary to insure the immunity from infection of 
other persolls with whom thoy mny come in eontact, lLnd no 
such person shall expose himself in any public place, shop, 
street, inn or public conveyance without having first adopted 
such precautions. 

SECT. 16. Nurses and other attendants upon persons sick 
with small-pox, scarlei fever, diphtherin or cholera, shall adopt 
for the disinfection and disposal of excreta, and for the disin
fection of utensils, bedding, clothing lLnd other things which 
have heeu exposed to infection, sllch measures as may be or
dered in writing, by tho local board of health. 

SECT. 17. No person shall give, lend, tmnsmit, seU or ex
pose any bedding, clothing or other article likely to convey 
any of the above diseases, without having fiJ'st taken snch 
precautions as the local board of health may direct as neces
sary for removing all danger of communicating any sllch dis
ease to others. 

SECT. 18. Any local board of health may direct the de
strllction of any bedding, clothing, or other articles, which have 
been exposed to infection. 
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CONTAGIOUS DISEASES, 

SEC'f, 19, ",'Thenever small-pox, diphtheria, scm'letfEwer 
or other contagious disease, shall appear in It town or a school 
district, it shall be the duty of the local bOHrd of health 
immediately to notify the teachers of the public schools in 
the neighborhood, of the fact, and it shall be the duty of all 
teachers and school officers when thus notified, or when other
wise they shall know or have good renson to believe thnt any 
such disease exists in any house in the neighborhood, to 
exclude from the school house, all children and other persons 
living In such infected houses or who have called 01' visited at 
such houses, until such time as the local board of health or 
attending physician shall certify that snch children or other 
persons muy safely be readmitted, 

SECT, 20. "V hen persons from houses or places which are 
infected with any of the diseases specified in section nineteen, 
have entered any school-room, 01' whcn, frol11 any other cause, 
the school-room has pl'Obably becomo infected, it shall be the 
teach61"s duty to dismiss the school, and notify the school 0ffi
cers Hnd locnl board of health, and no school shall be again 
held in suoh school-room until the room has been disiufectecl 
to the satistitetion of the local board of health, and it shall be 
the duty of the school officers and bOlll'd of health to imve the 
room disinfected as soon ns possible. 

SECT, 21. The bomd, when satisfied upon due examina
tion, that a cellar, room, tenement or building in its town, oc
cupied as a dwelling place, has become, by l'enson of want of 
cleanliness, 01' other causc, unfit fOl' such purpose, uml a CHuse 
of sickness to the occupunt::; 01' the public, may issue a notice 
in writing' to snch occupants, or the own81' 01' hi::; agent, 01' auy 
of them, requiring the pl'emi::;es to be put into a propel' con
dition as to cleHnliness, 01', if they see fit, I'eqnirillg the occu
pants to quit the premises within such time as the bOHrd may 
deem reasonable. If the persons so notified, ai' any of them, 
neglect or refuse to comply ,'vith the terms of the notice, the 
bOHrd mlt'y callse the premises to be propel'ly cleansed at the 
expense of the owner, 01' may close np the pI'emises, and the 
same shall not be again occupied as a dwelling place, until put 
in It propel' sllnitHry condition, Hthe owner thel'eafter occn
pio::: 01' knowingly pel'l1lits tho same to be occnpied, without 
putting the same in a propel' sallitm'y condition, he shall for
feit not less than tcn nor more than fifty dollars. 
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SECT. 22. No person having small-pox, diphtheria, scar
let fevel', cholem, or other disense dangerolls to pnblic health, 
shall enter, nor shnll any person allow anyone under his 
chnl'ge who htls any such disease, to enter any conveyance with
out having previonsly notified the owncr or person in charge of 
such conveyance, of the fact of his having such disease. 

SECT. 23, The owner 01' pe,l'son in charge of any such 
conveyance shall not, after the entry of any pel'son so in

fected into his conveyance, allow allY other pel'"on to entel' 
it, without bnving sufficiently di"infecteu it undel' the direc
tion of the local board of health, or the supervision of the 
health officer. 

SECT. 24. No person shall let or hire any honse 01' room 
in a house in which small-pox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, chol
em, or typhoid fever has existed, without having' cansed the 
house and the premises llsed in connection therewith, to be 
disinfected to the sati"fa0tion of the local board of hcnlth. 

SECT. 25. Ally member of a local board of health, 01' 

nny health officer or other person employed hy the local board 
of health may, when obstructed in the performance of his 
duty, call to hi" nssistance, any constable 01' other person he 
thinks fit, Ilnd it shall l)e the duty of every such constable 01' 

person so Cll lied upon, to render sllch assistance. 

SECT, 2G. Any person who shall wilfully violate any of the 
provisions of this ad, 01' of said regulations and by-laws, the 
penalty for which is not hurein specifically pl'o'(ided for, and 

allY person who shall wilfully interfel'C with any person or 
thing, to prevellt the execution of the provisions of this act 
01' of said regulations and by-laws, shall he glliltyof u mis
demeullor; and npon convictiol\ thereof, shall be suhjeet to :L 
fine not more than fifty dollars, alld jlldges of l1l11nicip:tl and 
police courts nnd trial jllstices, shall have jurisdiction original 

and COllClll'!'ent with the supreme judicial :Lud superior cOllrts, 
of all uffenses under this act. 

SECT. 27. Sections fuurteen, fifteen, thirty-two and thirty
foul' of chapter fOlll'teen of the l'evised statlltes, and all ncts 
and Pal'ts of acts inconsistent with this nct, arc hereby re
pealed. All acts and parts of a.cts which read, health com

mittee, nrc herehy amended so as tu rcnd, local hoard of health, 
and said chnpter foul'teen, sections olle to thirteen inclusive, 
and sections sixteen to twenty-nine inclusive, nre hel'ehy 
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SALE OF OPIUM-REPORTS OF SECRETARY BOARD OF AltRICULTURE. 

amended so as to make municipal officers read, local board of 
health. 

SECT. 28. This act shall tnke effect on the second Monday 
in April, eighteen hundred Hnd eighty-seven. 

Approved Mnrch 16, 1887. 

All .Act to regulate the fI!11e of Opium, l'Iorphine and Laudanum. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou~e of Rep1'esentatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. No person except a registered apothecnry, or a 
physician of regular standing ill his profession, shall furnish, 
sell or keep for sale any opiulll, morphine 01' lauc1anul11. 

SECT. 2. Any person violating this act, shall be punished 
by It fine of not less tho n five nor more than fifty dollar8 for 
ench offense, to be recovered by complaint or indictment. 

Ap]lronc1 March 16,1887. 

An Act to amend ~ectioll five, chapter tlfty.eight. of Revif.if'cl Statntes, l'r-latillg' to Reports of 
Secretary of Board of L~gr1enltul'e. 

Be it enacted by the S~nclte and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Section five of chapter fifty-eight of the revised statutes is 
hereby amended, by striking out the word "ten" in the twelfth 
line thereof, and inserting instead the word 'twelve,' also by 
striking ont the words "five thousand bOllnd in paper covers 
and five thousand in cloth," in lines thirteen and fourteen, 
nnd inserting instend the words 'all bonnd in cloth,' so that 
the concluding part of said section as amencled, shall read as 

follows: 
'Twelve thousand copies of saiel report shnll be printed, all 

bOllnd in cloth, one-half of each for the legislature, and the 
remainder after reserving a suitable number for foreign 
exchanges, for distribution under the direction of the board, 
among the agricultural institutions and the people of the 

state.' 
Approycd March 16, 1837. 


