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SUPERIOR COURT, COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK. 

An Act to fncilitate the prompt administration of justice by establishing a Superior 
COU1't in the County of Aroostook, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives 
in LegislatU1'e assem,blecl, as follows: 

SEOT, 1. A superior court is hereby established within 
und for the county of Aroostook, consisting of one justice, 
who shall be an inhabitant of said county, of sobriety of 

manners and leal'tled in the law; he shall be appointed, com
missioned and qualified according to the constitution. 

SEOT. 2. Said justice shall establish a seal for said court; 
and all writs an~l processes issuing therefrom, shall be in the 
name of the stnte; of the uSllal forms, bearing the teste of 
said justic@, under the seal of said court, and shall be 
signed by its clerk; they shall be obeyed and executed 
throughout the state. 

SEOT. 3. The clerk for the time being of the supreme 

judicial court, in said county, shall also be clerk of said snpe-
rior court, aud shall receive for his services as snch, the fees 
allowed other clerks for similar services in the supreme judi
cial court. He shall appoint a deputy, approved by said 
justice, who shall act as clerk of said superior com·t, when
ever said court and the supreme judicial court happen both 

to be in sessiou in said couuty; fmd whonevel' said clerk of 
the supreme judicial court is absent, 01' the office is vacant, 
said justice lllay appoint one to supply the vncancy dlll'ing 

such absence, 01' until an appointment is made by the gov
ernor and council, or by the supreme jwlicial court. 

SEOT. 4. The sheriff of the county of Aroostook shall 

attend said superior court, uuless the supreme judicial court 
shall he in session in said county, in which case he shall 
specially designate a deputy, approved by <;aid j lIstice of said 

When the justice superior court, so to nttend. And whenever it shall happen 
does not attend, 

:1~:ld~~~~,"tljoUl'n that said justice is pl'mrentcd from attending at the time aud 
place at which said court, bj' law or by ndjolll'lllllent, ought 
to he held, said sherijf or sllch deputy shall, hy oraL proc
lamation, adjourn said court from day to daj', until said 

j llsticc shall attend. 
-jurisdiction. SEOT, 5, ,Yithin said cOUllty, said sllperior court shall 

have exclusive appellate jurisdiction of eivil appeals from 
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original jurisdiction of actions of scire fac£as on judgments 

and recognizances not exceeding two hundred dolla.rs; of aU 

bastnrdy triahl, and of all other civil actions at law not exclu

sively cognizable by municipal courts, police COlll'ts, and trial 

justices, where the damages demandell do not exceed two 
hundred dollars, except complaints for flowage and real 

actions, and concurrent ol'iginal jlll'isdiction of proceedings 

hI habeas C01')J'llS, of actions of trespa.ss quare clausum, and 
of all other civil actions at law when the damages do not 

exceed five hnndred doll at' s , except complaints for flowage 

and real actions. 
SECT. 6, Said court shall be held on the fil'st Tuesdnys~of Terms, 

Decemuer and May, at Caribou, and on the first Tuesdays of 

November and April, at Houlton. Traverse juron; shall be 

drawn and returned to serve nt said tenml, as in the supreme 

judicial court, except that the sume jurol's lIlay be required by 

the justice to serve for two successive terms, and that no . . 

jurors shall he drawn 01' returned fOl' the April term, eighteen 

hundred and eighty-five, of said court. If the plaintiff de-

J m'ors, how 
dmwn and 
l'etm'ned. 

Pl'oceeclings if 
jury trial is 

sires a. ,Jur}' trial, he shall indortie the same ulJon his writ at desired by either party. 
the time of entry, The defendant shall, within fourteen 

days after entry, file his pleadings, and if the plaintiff has 

not llcmanded n jury, the defendant shall endorse on his plea 

his demand for It jur}" if he dCt'irt's one. "Thenever n, jury 
shall he so dcmanded by either party, the clerk shall enter 

that fact on the docket, and all other cases, except appeals, 

shall be tried by the .illtitice without the intervention of It 

jllry, subject to exceptions in matters of law, in term time, 

or if hoth parties desire, at challlbel's. 'Vhenever, byacci-

dent 01' mistake, the plaintiff fails to endorse upon his writ 

at the time of cntry a requetit for a jury trial, 01' if the 

defendant, hy accident 01' mistake, shall fail to endorse npO\1 

hiti plea when filed, a demallil fOl' a. jur}" the court mny, on 

motion of either party, at its dil:leretion, order n trial by jury 

in the canse, 'Yhen a defendant., legally sel'ved, does not 
appeal' by hirlll:lelf 01' atto\'lley within the fil'tit three days of 

the terlll, he sunll he defaulted as ill the Bupreme judicial 

All other cases 
except apPNds, to 
be tried by lhe 
justice. 

Court may Ol'del' 
trial by jut·y. 

Derendant to be 
tlefaulte<l, if he 
does not app~ar. 

court. If tlw defendant does not. file his pleading'S as here- Proccecling" if 
defendant does 

ilJ hefore p I'ovi dell, he shall be defaul ted on the fi l'st day of Ilot file pleadings. 

the next tel'1ll after entry, unletis the court, for good cause, 
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SUPERIOR COlJRT, COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK. 

shall grant leave to file a plea, or shall otherwise lawfnlly 
dispose of the action. All actions duly nnswered to shall be 
in order for trial at the next term nfter entry, and shall be so 
tried, except for good canse. Appeals shall be entered by 
the appellant as in the supreme judicinl court, and shall be 

. in order for tdal at the fil'st tel'm. 

I~xce(ltionB may 
be alleged, as in 
S. J. court. 

-proceedings, 

Cases certified 
upon agreed 
statement, when 
Rnd where 
det€lrmined. 

Exceptions may 
be certified to 
Chief J ostice of 
B. J. court. 

Decisions to be 
cel'ti fIeu to the 
clerk. 

'Vheo a demurrer 
is ovel'l'uled, 
defendant may 
plead anew. 

Actions to remain 
on uocket until 
overruling of 
exceptions wou ld 
d I,vo,e of it. 

SECT. 7. Exceptions mny he alleged as in the supreme 
judicial court, and entered, heard and determined at the lttW 

tel'm held in the eastern district, provided that when the next 
lnw tel'm happens to be held in either of the other districts, 
the justice of the superior court lUay, on motion of the party 
not excepting, certi(y the exceptiolls to said next law tel'lll, 
if ,in his opinion they nre alleged mainly for deby; but the 
pmty so moving shall be deemed to wnive his right to be 
heard in opposition to said exueptions, which shall be entered 
nnd determined at said next law terIll without argument by 
said party, and upon the oral or written argument of the 
party exeepting. Cases certified upon agreed statements of 

• 
facts, reports and motions for new trials, shall be entered, 
heard and determined at the next law term in the eastel'll 
dist.rict, but nny case for the law court may, by ngl'eement of 

parties, be entered at the next law term held in either district. 
And all exceptions al'ising in cases within the exclusivc 
jnrisdiction of said suporiol' COlll't, may be certified at once 
by said justice to the chief jnstice of the supreme judicial 
court, and shall, when so certified, he nrgued ill writing, on 
both sides, within thil'ty days thereafter, uiliess the justice 
of said snperior conrt shall, fol' good cause, enlarge the time, 
and exceptions so certified shall be eonsidored and determiued 
by the justice of the supl'eme judicial eOUl't, as soon as may 
be. Decisions of the law court, on all exceptions and ques
tions from said superiol' court, shall be cel'tified to the clerk 
of suid snperior court, with the same efl'ect as in cases origi-

nating in the Sllpl'eme judicial court in sttid county. 
SECT. 8. ""{hen a dell1111Ter to a declaration is overl'lllcd, 

the defendant, notwithstanding he excepts, may plead anew 
within such time as the justice orders, but ill all cases where 

exceptions are alleged by the defendant, the action 8hall, 
notwithstnnding, remain upon the docket of said superior 
court, and he proceeded with as if no exceptions had been 
taken, until the case is in such a condition that the overruling 
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shall then be transferred to the law court, 01' certified to the -tt'llnsferred to 

law COlU't 01' 

chief justice thereof, as hereinbefol'e provided for the hearing chieF justICe, 

and determination of all exceptions arising in any stage of 
the case. 

SECT, 9, The supreme judicial COLlrt sitting as a COlll't of 
law for the eastern district, shall have the same jlll'isdiction 
of all questions of law, motions for new trials, and questions 
arising on reports 01' agreed statements of facts, originating 
in said superior court, as if they had originated in the supreme 
judicial court for Aroostook county i and said law court sitting 
in either of the other districts shall have the same jurisdic
tion of all questions and motions certified thereto fl'om said 
superior court as hereinbefore provided, And all provisions 
of law and rules of the supreme judicial court relative to the 
transfer of actions and other matters from the supl'eme judicial 
conrt for said cOllnty, or from its dockeL to the docket of said 
law court, and all provisions of law and rules regulating pro
ceedings in such cases, and the effect of such proceedings 
shall apply to the transfer of actions from said superior court 
01' its docket to Raid law court, and to the proceedingR in such 
cases, and the eft'ect thereof, except 1'10 fat' as they mny be in
consistent with the foregoing provisions of this act, 

SECT, 10, Said superior court is hCl'eby authorized to 
administer all necessary oaths, render judgment and issue 
execution, punish for contempt, and compel attendance, 
as in the supreme judicial court; to make all such l'Illes 
and regulations, not repugnant to law, as may be 
necessary and propel' for the administration of justice 
promptly and without delay; and the provisions of law 
relative to the jurisdiction of the supreme judieial 
court in said county over parties, the anest of per
sons, attachment of pl'Operty, the time und mode of 
service of precepts, proceeding'S in court, the taxation of 
costs, the rendition of judgments, the il'suing, service and 
retnl'll of executions, and all other suhjects, are hereby made 
applicable and extended to said superior court in all respects, 
except so fHl' as they are modified by the provisions of this 
act; and said superior court is hereby clotheel as fully as the 
supreme judicial court, with all the powers necessal'y for tho 
pCl'fol'l1u1l10e of all its duties. 

The law court for 
Eastern dlstl'iut 
to have juri8~ 
diction oyer 
qneslioll3 of law, 
&0., as over those 
origioating'in S. 
J. U. for Aroos .. 
took county. 

Tl'ansfer of 
actions, &0" to 
law court, to be 
sHme as from S. 
J. O. fOl' Aroos .. 
took county. 

Authority 'of tho 
court. 
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SUPERIOR COURT, COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK. 

SECT. 11. Final judgments in said superior court may be 
re-examined in the supreme judicial court on a writ of 01'1'01', 

or on petition for review, and when the judgment is reversed, 
the supreme jndicial court shall render such judgmcnt as 
said superior court should have rendered, and when a review 
is granted it shall be tried in said supreme judioittl court, 
whioh shall have the same power to grant writs of supersedeas 
of exeoutions issued from said superior court, as it has of 
executions issued from the supreme judioial court. 

SECT. 12. In case the justioe of said superior court should, 
by reason of continued sickness, or other cause, he prevented 
from holding a term or terms of said court, any justioe of 
the supreme judicial oourt may, at the request of said justioe 
of said supet'ior oourt, hold suoh term or terms of said su pe
rior oourt in plaoe of the justice thereof. And during a 
vacancy in the offioe of said justice of said superior oourt, 
all writs issued from the offioe of the clerk thereof shall bear 
teste of anyone of the justioes of the supreme judicial 
cQnrt. vVhenevel' the justice of said superior court shall be 
disqualified, by interest or other lawful CHuse, from trying' 
any cause pending in said court, said case shall thereupon be 
transferred to the docket of the supreme judioial oourt for 
said oounty, and disposed of in said court acoording to law. 

SEC'l'. 13. This aot shall take effeot March ten, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, if approved on or before that time, 
otherwise it shall take effect when approved, and the first 
term of said superior court shall be held on the first Tuesday 
of May, eighteen hundred and eighty-five. And upon the 
taking effeot of this aet, the jurisdiotion of the supreme 
judieial oourt for the h'inl of oivil cases in said oounty shall 
be limited in oonformity to the foregoing provisions; and all 
aots and parts of acts rclating to courts and judicial prooeed
ings shall be modified so far as to give full effect to this aot, 
and all aots and parts of acts inconsistent with this Hot are 
hereby repealed. 

SECT. 14. The justioe of said superior court may he ap
pointed, oommissioned and qualified at any time after the 
approvnl of this nct, and his snlary shall he fifteen hundred 
dollars per annum, payable quarterly. 

SECT. 15. The original and appellate jurisdiction ill all 
criminal matters now vested ill, and exercised by the supreme 
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judicial court within and for the county of Aroostook and all 
powers incidcnt thereto, shall, on and aftel' the taking efred 
of this act, he transferred to and confcrred upon the su perior 
court within and for said county, which court shall thel'caftel' 
exercise the same in the same manuel' as theretofore author
ized by law to he exeJ'cised hy the supreme judicial COlll't ill 
said county, except as hereinafter provided, 

SECT, 16, Suid criminal husincss of said county of Aroos
took shall, after the taking effect of this act, be transacted at 
the terms of said superior court held on the first Tucsdays of 
May and November, together with the civil business of said 
court, 

SECT, 17. All indictments and informations, and all Cl'im
inal processes pending in said snpl'eme judicial comt for said 
county, on the tnking effect of this nct, and all warrants and 
recognizances, appeals in criminal cases, ancl' all criminal 
processes whatever, which would be returnable to, or which, 
by law, would lw entered in said supreme judieinl COllrt in 
said county, on the third Tuesday of SeptemheJ', eighteen 
hundred unc1 eighty-five, and all criminal matters arising 
within the jlll'isdiction of the snpreme judicial comt for said 
county, prior to the taking effect of this act, shall be return
able to and entered upon the docket of. said superior court, 
and be heHl'd and disposed of therein; and all gmnd jl\l'OI'S, 
witnesses and others, in criminal matters, who would, but 
for the passage of this act, be held to appeal' at said supreme 
judicial COUlt for said county, on the third Tuesday of Sep
tembcr, eighteen hunc1l'ed and eighty-fiye, shall be beld to 
appear at !:laid May term of said supCl'iol' comt, Veuires 
for grand jUl'Ol'S to serve at said superior COUl't, shall be 
issued at least forty days before the first Tuesday of May, 
annually, and such jUl'ors shall sel've at every tel'lll of said 
supel'ior court, for the tmmmction of criminal bnsiness, 
throughout the year. 

SECT. 18. All exceptions 01' questions of law arising in 
any way during the trial of criminal cases in said supel'iol' 
conrt, shall be transferred to the law docket of the snpl'eme 
judicial court for the eastel'll district, and shall have day 
therein; aud if said exceptions al'e snstained or a new trial is 
ordered, the cause shall he remanded to said 8uperi01' COlll't 
for trial. All motions for a Hew tl'ial in criminal cases tried 
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SUPERIOR COURT, COUNTY OF AROOSTOOK. 

ill said superior court, shall be heard and finally determined 
by the justice thereof. 

flECT. 19. vYhen any indictment is found for any of the 
offenses described in sections one and two of chapter one 
hunch'ed and seventeen of the revised statutes, sections two, 
three, fOUl', five, six, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 
fifteen, twenty-five and twenty-seven of chapter one hundred 
and eighteen of the revised statutes, sections one, two and 
three of chapter one hundred and nineteen of the revised 
statutes, on motion of counsel for the state or for the re
spondent, made when the respondent is arraigned, the clerk 
of said superior court shall certify and transmit the indict
ment to the supreme judicial conrt for said county, at the 
next term, whero it shall be entered. Tho supreme judicial 
court shall have cognizance and jurisdiction thereof, and 
proceedings shall be had therein in the same manner as if 
the indictment had been found in that court. 

SECT. 20. Section five of chapter one hundred and fifteen 
of the revised statutes, so titr as it limits the compensation 
of clerks of judicial court, shall not apply to fees received 
by the clerk of the superior court for Aroostook county. 

SECT. 21. The town of Carihou shall fUl'llish proper and 
convenient rooms and accommodations for the use of the 
courts to be held in that town, and a proper plaee for the 
confinement of prisoners during such te1'l11S, free from ex
pense to the county of Aroostook, and until said rooms and 
accommodations be so fUl'llished, said conrts shall be held in 
Houlton. 

SECT. 22. This act shall not affect actions commenced 
before the taking effect of this act. 

Appl'oved March 4, 1885. 


