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ARSON OR TREASON. 

Chapter 247. 

An Aot supplementlLry to "An Aot to restore tho delLth penalty for murder in tho 
first dogree," approved MlLroh thirteen, eightoeb. hundred Dnd eighty-three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives 
in Legislatu1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Vlhoever wilfully and maliciously sets fire to the 
dwelling-house of another, 01' to any building adjoining 
thereto, or to any building' owned by himself or another, with 
intent to bum such dwelling-honse, and it is thereby bUl'nt, 
in the night time, shall be punished by imprisonment at hard 
labor for life. If he proves, and the jury find, that there 
was no person luwfully in such dwelling-house at the time, or 
if the offense was committed in the day time, he shall be 
punished by imprisonment for life, or any term of years. 

SECT. 2. The punishment of the crime of treason shall 
be imprisonment for life. 

SEC'l'. 3. One jnstice of the supreme judicial court may 
hold a term thereof in any county, except the counties of 
Cumberland and Kennebec, for the trial of capital cases, and 
exceptions may be tnken, as in other cases, to their rulings 
and decisions. 

SECT. 4. No perl:lon shall be a jlllor in it capital case, who 
cannot conscientiously find a man guilty of an offense punish­
able with death. 

SECT. 5. Section foul' of an act entitled" An Act to re­
store the death penalty fot' lllurder in the first degree," 
approved March thirteen, in the yeur of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, is hereby amended 
by adding thereto the words, 'but they are continued in force 
for the trial and punishment of all offenses described therein, 
committed before this act takes effect.' 

Approved Maroh 15, 1883. 


