
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



P'cCTS A~ND RESOLVES 

1>1' '1'111,: 

Fr FTY-E IG H T H LEG r SLAT U RE 

Ill" Til 1-: 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1879. 

!'Ilblbl,,·,l by thL' ~('el'l'tal'r of State. agTPeaJJI,I' Lu JtI',';o]yPS or .JIIIII' :l:-;. 
18:W. Fl'brllary ]8, 18JO, amI Marell Hi, I~J:l. 

AUGUST,A: 
E. F. 1'ILLSIWHY &: CO., STATE l'J(L\·TEn~. 

1.'17[1. 



PUBLIO LA .. WS 

OF THE .~ 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1879. 



166 INSANE URIMINALS. 
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Chapter 160. 

An Act to amend chapter one l1Llndred thirty-seven of the Revised 
Statutes relating Lo the disposal of Insane Criminals. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOltse of Representatives 
in Legislaizu-e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Section second of chapter one hundrecl thirty-seven of 
the revised statutes is hereby amended, by inserting therein after the 
word "to," as it is first found in the seventh line of said section, 
the words, 'the insane department of the state;' and -also striking 
out all in said section after the words "insane hospital" in same 
line, and adding thereto the following words: 'And any person 
so committed to the insane department of the state prison, 
shall be discharged by the court having jurisdiction of the case 
only on satisfactory proof that his discharge will not endanger the 
peace and safety of the commuuity; and when on satisfactory 
proof such person so discharged from the insane department of the 
state prison is again found insane and dangerous, any judge of the 
supreme judicial court may by a precept stating the fact of his 
insanity, recommit him to the insane department of the state prison, 
or to the insane hospital; so that said section as amended, shall 
read as follows: 

'SECT. 2. vVhen the grand jury omits to find an indictment 
against any person arrested by legal process to answer for any 
offense by reasori of his insanity, they shall certify that fact to the 
court; and when a traverse jury, for the same reason, acquits any 
person indicted, they shall state that fact to the court when they 
return their verdict; and the court, by a precept stating the fact of 
insanity, may commit him to the insane department of the state 
prison or to the insane hospital; and any person so committed to 
the insane department of the state prison shall be discharged by 
the court hav1l1g jurisdiction of the case only Oil satisfactory proof 
that his discharge will not endanger the peace and safety of the 
community; and when on satisfactory proof such person so dis­
charged from the insane department of the state prison is again 
found insane and dangerous, any judge of the supreme judicial 
court may, by a precept stating the fact of his insanity, recommit 
him to the insane department of the state prison, or to the insane 
hospital.' 



STATE VALUATION. 

SECT. 2. Section third of same chapter is hereby amended by 
inserting in the first line next after the word "committed," the 
words 'to the insane hospital,' so that the first clause of said section 
shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 3. Any person so committed to the insane hospital, 
may be discharged by any judge of the supreme judicial court, in 
term time or vacation, on satisfactory proof that his discharge will 
not endanger the peace and safety of the community.' 

SECT. 3. The convicts insane now in the insane hospital upon 
satisfactory proof that the said persons insane are incurable, and 
that a longer residence therein will have a d~leterious influence on 
the other patients of said hospital, may be removed by order of 
the governor and council to the insane department of the state 
prison. 

Approved ~Iarch 4, 1879. 

Cbaptel' 161. 

An Act in relation to the State Valuation. 

Be £t enacted by the Senate and House d Rej1'esentatives 
In Legz'slature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. The assessorsJ of each city, town and plantation in 
this state, for the curreJat year, shall at the time provided by law 
for that purpose, make a true and accurate list of all the male polls 
of twenty-one years of age and upwards, resident in or belonging 
to said city, town or plantation, whether such persons are <at Lome 
or abroad, distinguishing such as are exempted from taxation, and 
shall also make true and accurate lists of all ratable estates, both 
real and personal, not exempt by law from paying state taxes, 
lying or being within their several cities, towns or plantations, and 
all such estates or property of vvhatever kind, wherever situated or 
located, which is subject to be taxed in said cities, towns or plan­
tations; and said assessors shall affix to said estates and prope:-ty 
of whatever kind enumerated and set forth in said lists, the full, 
fair cash value thereof, and shall < also make separate lists of all 
vessels owned in whole or in part in their respective cities, towns 
and plantations, stating their names, age, value and tonnage, and 
shall submit to the next legislature on the second Monday of 
January next, all said lists of polls and valuation for this year. 

SECT. 2. The assessors of every city, town and plantation, 
shall also produce or cause to be produced before the next legisla­
ture for their examination, on the second Monday of January next, 
the full original poll lists and valuation lists of their several cities, 
towns and plantations, for the years eighteen hundred and seventy-
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