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A. D. AND W. S. KNAPP.-MUNICIPAL COURT, FARMINGTON. 83 
the city of Bath, shall hereafter be annually appointed by CHAP. 92. 
the mayor, by and with the advice and consent of the alder-
n1en.' 

SECT. 5. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved February 21, 1878. 

An act to authorize Abial D. Knapp and Woodbury S. Knapp to nayigato Andro­

scoggin pond anel Doad rivor, in the towns of Wayne and Leeds, Wing's pond in 
Wayne, Lovojoy's ponel in Wayne, Reaclfield and Fayotte, Crotohed pond in Road­
field, Fayotte ami Mount Vornon, by Steam. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repj'esentatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Abial D. Knapp and vVoodblll'y S. Knapp, and 
their associates and assigns, are hereby vested with the sole 
and exclusive right to navigate by steam the Androscoggin 
pond and Dead river, in the towns of vVayne and Leeds, 
"\Ving's pond in vVayne, Lovejoy's pond in Wayne, Readfield 
and Fayette, Crotched pond in Readfield, Fayette and Mount 
Vernon, for the term of twenty years; JH'ovided, that if the 
said Abial D. Knapp and IVoodblll'y S. Knapp, their asso­
ciates and assigns, shall neglect for the term of five years to 
connect the above named ponds by horse railway, then this 
act shall be void. 

SECT. 2. This ad shall take effect when approved. 

Approyed February 21, 1878. 

An act to ostablish a Municipal Court in the town of Fal'mington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~fIouse of Repj'esentatives 
in Legislattwe assembled, as follows: . 

SECT. 1. A municipal court is hereby established in and 
for the town of Farmington, to he denominated the Municipal 
Court of the Town of Farmington, which shall consist of one 
judge, who shall be an inhabitant of the county of Franklin, 
of sobriety of manners and learned in the law, who shall be 

11 

A.D. & W. S. 
Knapp author­
ized to na vignte 
certuin waters. 

Proviso. 

Farmington 
municipal court, 
established. 



84 
CHAr. 93. 
Appointment, 
qualifieatioll8 
anll authority or 
jmlge. 

Jurisdiction. 

Pronso. 

Not to have 
jurisdiction 
when title to real 
estate is in ques~ 
tiOll. 

MUNICIPAL COURT, FARMINGTON. 

appointed as provided in the constitution, and who shall have 
and exercise concurrent authority Hnd jurisdiction with trial 
justices, justices of the peace, and justices of the peace and 
of the quorum, over all matters and things by law within 
their jurisdiction, and such authority and jurisdiction ad­
ditional thereto as is conferred upon him by this act. 

SECT. 2. Said municipal COUl't shall have jl1l'isdiction as 
follows: 

Fi1'St. Original jurisdiction, concurrent with the supreme 
judicial court, of the larcenies described in sections one, six, 
seven, eight and nine, of chapter one hundred and twenty of 
the revised statutes, when the value of the property is not 
alleged to exceed thirty dollars; of the assaults and batteries 
described in section twenty-eight of chapter one hundred and 
eighteen of the revised statutes; and of the offenses described 
in section six of chapter one hundred and twenty-four of the 
revised statutes, and may punish for either of said offenses 
by fine not exceeding fifty dollars, and by imprisonment in 
the county jail not exceeding three months. 

Second. Exclusive originHl jurisdiction of all civil actions 
wherein the debt or damages demanded do not exceed twenty 
dollars, and both parties, or any plaintiff and a person 
summoned as a trustee, reside in the town of Farmington, 
including prosecutions for penalties in which said town is 
interested, and of all actions of forcible entry and detainer 
arising therein; and concurrent jurisdiction with trial justices 
of all other civil actions within their concurrent jurisdiction. 

Tlti1'd. Original. jurisdiction, concurrent with the supreme 
judicial court, of all civil actions in which the deht or damages 
demanded do not exceed one hundred dollars, and hoth 
parties, or the defendant and a person summoned as a trus­
tee, reside within the county of' Franklin. P1'ovided, that 
any action, civil or criminal, in which the judge is interested, 
but which would otherwise he within the exclusive juris­
diction of said court, may be brought before and disposed of 
by any trial justice within said county, in the same manner 
and with like effect as other actions before such tribunals. 

SECT. 3. Nothing in this act shall be construed to give 
said court jurisdiction of any civil action in which the title to 
real estate, according to the pleading or brief statement filed 
therein by either party, is in question; and all such actions 
brought therein shall be removed to the supreme judicial 
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court, or otherwise disposed of, as in like cases before a trial 
justice. 

SECT. 4. Said court shall be held on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month, except in September, when it shall be held 
on the third Tuesday, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, for the 
transaction of civil business, at such place within said town 
as the judge shall determine, hut the town may at any time pro­
vide a court room, in which case the court shall be held therein, 
and all civil processes shall be made retlU'nable accordingly, 
and it may be adjo~ll'ned from time to time by the judge, at 
his discretion; but it shall be considered in constant session 
for the cognizance of criminal actions; proviclecl, that if said 
judge is prevented by any cause from attending' at the time 
said court is to be held for civil business, it may he adjourned 
from day to day by a consta,ble of the town, without detri­
ment to uny action then returnable 01' pending, until he can 
attend, when said actions may be entered 01' disposed of with 
the same effect as if it were the first day of the term; and it 
may he so adjourned without day when necessary, in which 
event pending actions shall be considered as continued, and 
actions then returnable may be returned und entered at the 
next term, with the same effect as if originally made returna­
ble at said term. 

SECT. 5. It shall be the duty of the judge of said court to 
make and keep the records thereof, 01' cause the same to be 
made and kept, and to perform all other duties required of 
similar tribunals in this state; and copies of said records, 
duly certified by said judge, shall be legal evidence in all 
courts. 

SECT. 6. Any party may appeal from any judgment or 
sentence of said court, to the supreme judicial court, in the 
same manner as from a judgment 01' sentence of a trial justice. 

SECT. 7. vV rits and processes issued by said court shall 
be in the usual forms, and shall be served as like precepts 
are required to be served when issued by trial justices, except 
that writs in which the debt or damages demanded exceed 
twenty dollars, shall be served at least fourteen days before 
the sitting of the court at which they are made returnable; 
and no writ shall be made returnable at a term of the court 
to begin more than three months after the commencement of 
the action. 
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SECT. 8. All the provisions of the statutes of the state 
relative to attachment of real and personal property and the 
levy of executions, shall be applicable to actions brought in 
this court, and executions on judgments rendered therein; 
lJ1'ov'ided, that property may be attached in addition to the ad 
damnum sufficient to ~mtisfy the costs of suit. 

SECT. 9. Actions in said court shall be entered on the 
first day of the term, and not afterwards, except by special 
permission. vVhen a defendant, legally served, fails to enter 
bis appearance, 1y himself or his attorney, on the first day of 
the return term, he shall be defo,ulted; l~ut if he afterwards 
appeal' during the term, the court may, for sufficient cause, 
permit the default to be taken off. Pleas on abatement must 
be .filed on or before the day of the entry of the action .. The 
defendant may file his pleadings, which shall be the general 
issue, with a brief statement of special matters of defense, 
on the return day of the writ, and must file them on or before 
the first day of the next term, or he shall be defaulted, unless 
the court, for good cause, enlarge the time, for which it may 
impose reasllnable terms. Actions in which the defendant 
files his pleadings on the return day, and all actions of 
forcible entry and detainer seasonably answered to, shall be 
in order for trial at the retlll'n term, and shall remain so until 
tried or otherwise disposed of, unless continued by consent 
or on motion of either party, for good cause, in which latter 
case the court may impose such terms as it deems reasonable; 
but all other actions, unlcss defaulted or otherwise finally 
disposed of, shall be continued as of course, and be in order 
for trial at the next term. 

SECT. 10. The costs and fees allowed to parties, attor­
neys and witnesses, in all actions in said court in which the 
debt or damages recovered does not exceed twenty dollars, 
and in actions of forcible entry and detainer, shall be the 
same as allowed by trial justices in actions before them, ex­
cept that the plaintiff, if he prevail, shall he allowed one 
dollar for his writ; and the defendant, if he prevail, one 
dollar for his pleadings. But in cases where the amount 
recovered exceeds twenty dollars, costs and fees of parties, 
attorneys and witnesses, shall be the same as in the snpreme 
judicial court, except that the defendant, if he prevail, shall 
be allowed two dollars for his pleadings. 
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SECT. 11. The judge of said court may demand and CHAP. 94. 

receive the same fees allowed to trial justices for like Fees of judge. 

services, except that he may demand and receive for a com-
plaint and warrant in criminal cases, one dollar; for the 
entry of a civil action, fifty cents; and for the trial of an 
issue, civil or criminal, two dollars for the first day, and one 
dollar for each day after the first occnpied in snch trial, to be 
paid to him by the plaintiff, in civil cases, before trial, who 
shall recover the same as costs if he prevail in the snit; and 
the fees so received by said judge shall be payment in full 
for his services; lJ1'ovided, that the legal voters of said town 
may, at any time, by vote, determine to pay him a salary, 
which may be accepted by him instead of said fees, in which 
case he shall pay all fees of office by him received into the 
town treasury. 

SECT. 12. Trial justices are hereby restricted from exer­
cising any jurisdiction in the town of Farmington over any 
matter or thing, civil or criminal, except such as are within 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace and of the quorum, 
and except that they may issue warrants on complaints for 
criminal offenses, to be returned before said municipal court; 
]J1'ovicled, that said restrictions shall be suspended until the 
judge of said court shall enter upon the duties of his office. 

SECT. 13. Nothing in this act shall be construed to inter­
fere with actions already commenced before trial justices in 
the town of Farmington, but all such actions slutll be disposed 
of by such trial justices, the same as if this act had not 
passed. 

SECT. 14. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved February 21, 1878. 

An aot to ameud chapter three hundred ancl sixty;threo of the Special Laws of oigh­
teeu hundred and sovonty-soven, relating to the throwing of refuse iuto the Pisoata­
quis river. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse of Rep1'esentcttives 
in Legislatu1'e assembled, as follows: 

The act entitled" an act to prevent the throwing of refuse 
wood, timber or fibrous materials created by the sawing of 

Jut'istiction of 
trial justices) 
restricted. 

Proviso. 

Not to effect 
pending actions. 


