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CHAP. 178 

In criminal cases 
defendant may 
plead o\Tel', at 
Barne term at 
which del11UlTel' 
is overruled. 
ProvIso. 

Real estate may 
be attached on 
writs rrom muni
cipal or police 
courts in cet'tain 
cases. 

Gunrdnius mny 
refer nction pend
ing in which their 
wards Bre inter
ested, to judge of 
S. J. COUl't 01' his 
appointee. 

PROOEEDINGS IN COURT.-MUNICIPAL COURTS.-GUARDIANS. 

An act l'elative to proceedings iu court. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ~FIouse oj Representatives 
in Legislat1l1'e assembled, as follows : 

That in all criminal cases, the defendant may demur, and 
in case the demurrer is not sustained, may plead over, at the 
same term at which the demurrer is overruled, provided, 
that where exceptions are filed to the rulings of the presiding 
judge, upon the demurrer, said cause shall be in order for 
trial as if no demurrer had been :filed. 

Approved February 7, 1877. 

An aet in relation to Municipal amI Police Courts. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hmlse oj Representatives 
in Legislatu1'e assembled, as follows: 

'Vhere a municipal or police court has a regular seal of 
court, and a recorder, and has iuriscliction in any action 
where the amount of damage claimed exceeds twenty dollars, 
real estate and interests in real estate attachable on writs from 
the supreme juclicial court, may be attached on WI'its, or 
taken on executions from such municipal or police court, 
where the amount of the debt or damage, exclusive of costs, 
exceeds twenty dollars. 

Approved February 7,1877. 

An aet additioU(l1 to chapter sixty-seven of tbe Rcvised Statutes, relating to the 
appointment of guardians. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hmlse oj Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Guardians of minors, insane and incompetent 
persons, spendthrifts and convicts, are authorized, by agree
ment of parties, to refer, by rule of court, any action here
after pending in the supreme judicial court, in favor of or 
against their ward, on any claim or demand for money or 



SUPRE~m JUDICIAL COURT. 

other property in which said ward is interested, to any judge 
of said court, or any person appointed by said judge, whose 
decisiou, when accepted by said court, shall be final. 

SECT. 2. The jlUlge of probatc may anthorize any snch 
guardian to adjust, by arbitration or compromise, any claim 
for money or other property, in favor of or against any ward 
represented by him. 

Approved February 7, 1877. 

An act to amcnd section sixteen of chaptcr seventy-sevcn of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to tho powers of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Section sixteen of chapter seventy-seven of the 
revised statutes is hcreby amended, so as to rcad as follows: 

'SECT. 16. The clerk ofa county, by virtue ofa certificate, 
provided for in this chapter, recei,red in vacation, shall enter 
judgment as of the prcceding term, and execution may issue 
as of' that term; but all attachments then in force continue 
thirty days after the next term in that county; and if the 
defendant was arrested on mesnc process and gave bond to 
disclose after judgment, he may do so aftcr said next term 
without breach of his honc1. PI'ovidecl, that in all cases where 
a party to a suit. dies while the action is pending before the 
law court, and no suggestion of such death has been made 
upon the dockct of the cOlUIty whcre the action is pending, at 
the time thc certificate of dccision is received by the clerk of 
the court in such county, any justice of the supreme judicial 
court may, in term time 01' vacation, ordcr such action to be 
brought or carried forward on such county docket to a subse
quent term of the court in such county, in ordcr that such 
death may be suggestcd upon the docket, and the proper 
party or parties entitled to defend or prosecute such suit may 
cnter thcir appearance therein, and that the judgment in said 
action may be cntered up at such subsequent term, III 

~tccordnnee with such certificate from the law court.' 
SECT. 2. This act shall take_effect when approved. 

Approved February 7,1877. 
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CHAP. 181 
Decision final. 

Claims may be 
adjusted by nl'hi
tl'ation 01' com .. 
promise. 

Sec. 10, ch. 77, 
R. S., amended. 

C1el'k of a county 
to entel' jnd gment 
on certificate, as of 
preceding term. 

Attachments to 
continue in force. 

Defenclant may 
disclose after next 
tel'rn. 

Pl'ovision, where 
a party to a suit 
dies, while nction 
is llcmling before 
lawcourt. 


