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Beo. 1, ch. 30, 
publlo laws 187o, 
'amended. 

Enginee!' to be 
appointed to 
inspect dams and 
reservoirs. 

-to report to 
governor and 
council. 

If dam or reser .. 
voir be reported 
unsafe, owners or 
occupants to 
ma.ke alterations, 
&0. 

Proceedings in 
case of neglect. 

PRQTEOTION OF LIFE ,AND PROPERTY. 

An aet !\lll~ndatoI'Y ,to ,ch~pter thirty of: the Public, La,wsof eighteen hunch'ed and 
seyenty~fiye, relating to the better protection Ilf life ,and property. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and I£ouse of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Section one of chapter thirty of the public laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-five is hereby amended, by inserting the 
word' October,' after the word" September ," and the words, 
'ten reside~t tax payers,' after the word" of," ill the fifth 
line, so that the section, ,as amended, shall read as follows, viz : 

, SECT. 1. The governor, by, and with the consent of the 
council, shall annually appoint one competent and practical 
engineer, a citizen of , this sta;te, whose duty it shall be, during 
the mOlltp,s of August, September and October, upon the 
petition of ten resident tax payers, the selectmen or assessors 
of any town, or c(mnty comnllssioners of any cO~lllty, to 
inspe~t any dam or reservoir located in suoh town, which now 
is or may be hereafter erected for the purpose of saving watE1r 
for manufacturing or any other pllrpqses whatever, and after 
personal examination,and hearing testimony of witnesses 
summoned for the purpose, to report forthwith to the governor 
his opinion of the safety and sufficiency of said dam or rcser
voir.' 

Section two is hereby amended, by inserting the wOTCl 
'alterations,' after the word "such," in the eighth line, so 
that said section, as amended, shall read as follows, viz: 

'SECT. 2. If, after such personal survey and inspcction, 
,tl;te engineel' shall adjudge, determine and report that any such 
dam or reservoir is unsafe or dangerous to the lives or prop
erty ,of persons residing near or below such dam or reservoir, 
,then the owners, ,occupants or lessees of such dam or reser
yair shall immediately make, or cause to be made, such 
alterations, repaiTs and additions to said dam or rcservoir as 
such engineer shall advise and recommend; and in default 
thereof, upon application of said engineer to any justice of 
the supreme judicial court, the said owners, occupants or 
lessees shall be enjoined from the use of such dam or reser,.. 
voir and the water therein contained, until they or either of 
them shall comply with t~e requirements of said engineer, 
and the water contained in said dalll or reservoll' lllay be 
discharged therefrom, by order of said engineer, in such man
ner as said engineer shall direct as most conducive to the 
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safety of human life, and consistent with the protection of CHAP. 170 
prol)erty i' 

Approved February 1, 1877. 

An act authorizing views by juries in all cases. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of RelJ1'esentatives 
in Legislatll1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. In any jury trial the presiding justice may, at 
his discretion, order a view by the jury. 

SECT. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved February i, i877. 

An act to amend chapter forty, section fifty, of the Revised Statutes, relative to 
Pleasant rIver. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Presiding justice 
may ordel' 0. view 
by the jury. 

That section fifty, chapter forty, of revised statutes he .Sec. 50, ch. 40, 
R. S., amended. 

amended, by striking out the words "Pleasant river, in Pleasant river 
omitted. 

'Vashington county," so that the section, as amended, will 
read as follows: ' The following waters and their tributaries Certain waters 

exempted. 
are exempt from the operation of the provisions of this 
chapter, relating to the migratory fishes, and the supervision 
of fishways by the commissioners, that is to say: Royall's 
river in North Yarmouth, Sewall's ponel 01' its outlet in 
Arrowsic; N equasset stream in VY oohvich; Damariscotta 
river; Duck Trap stream in Lincolnville and Belmont; the 
eastern Penobscot river in Orland; vYinslow's and Leach's 
streams in Penobscot; all waters in Vinalhaven, Bluehill, 
Tremont, Mount Desert, Eden, Franklin and Sullivan; Tunk 
river in Steuben; East Machias river, und Cobscook or 
Orange river in -Whiting.' 

Approved February 7, 1877. 

18 


