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SCHOOL AGENTS, ETC,-CIVIL ACTIONS,-INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

An act additional to chapter eleven of the Revised Statutes, relating to the lists of 
seholars required to be returneel by School Agents and Scbool Committoes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis­
latw'e assembled, as follows: 

That the certified lists of scholars, as required to be returned by 
the school agent in itpll1 fifth of section sixty and in l3ection sixty­
one, also by school committce in sections fifty-six and fifty-seven 
of chapter eleven of the revised statutes, shall be made under 
oath, beforc a justice of'the peace. 

Approved February 23, 1876. 

An act to repeal chapter thirty-nine of tbe Pllulio Laws of eighteen hundred and 

sevonty-fivc, rolating to Civil Actions. 

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representatives in Legis­
lature assembled, as tollows : 

SECT, 1. Chapter thirty-nine of thc public laws of eighteen 

101 
CHAP, H2. 

Retul'u ofscholul'S 
to he maue under 
oath, 

Civil actinus, 

hundred and seventy-five, relating to civil actions, 
law of 1876 reInt· 

is .hereby ing to, tepe.led.. 
repealed, 

SECT, 2, This act shall take effect when approved. 

Appro,'cd February 23, 1876. 

An Act relating to Insmanoe Companies. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis­
lai1l1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Any ten. or more persons, residents of this state, Insurance com .. 
lJanies, how estab .. 

who shall have associated themselves tog'ether by an agTeement Hsh.d.. 
in writillg, such as is hereinafter descl~ibed, with the intentiou of 
constituting- a corporation for the purpose of transacting' the busi-
ness of insurance, either upon the stock or llJutual principle, 
agaillst loss 01' damagc by fire, by lightning, by tempest, or by t.he 
perils of the sea, and other perils usually insured ag'ainst by marine 
insurance companies, including' risks of inland navigation and 
transportatioll, shall become a corporation upon complying with 
the provii3ions of section lline of this act, and shall remain a cor-
poration with all the powers, rights and privileges, and subject to Rights, powers 

and. privileges. 
all the duties, liabilities and restrictions set forth in all gelleral 
laws, which are or may be ill force relating' to insuratlce corpora-
tions. 
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CHAP.1H. 
A l'ticles of agl'ce~ 
meIlt. 

Location, capital 
stock, &0. 

Any mutual in­
surance company 
may be ol'gnnized 
uuder this act. 

POlioies, when 
Issued. 

New companies, 
when to issue 
polioies. 

-may adopt a 
company name. 

Insuranoe com­
missioner may 
object to name. 

First meet.ing, 
how callell.. 

-organization 
shall be eJreoted. 

Clerk. 

Dy-laws. 

INSURANOE COMPANIE:l. 

SECT. 2. Such agreement shall set forth the fact that the sub­
scribers thereto associate themselves with the intention to consti­
tute a corporation, the name by which the corporation shall be 
known, the class or classes of insurance for the transaction of 
which the corporation is to be constitutpd, the plan or principle 
upon which the business is to be conducted, the town or city in 
which it is established or located, and if a joint stock company, 
the amount of its capital stock, and if a mutual company with a 
guarantee capital, the alllount thereof. . The capital stock of a 
joint stock company organized for any of the purposes hereinbe­
fore mentioned shall not be less than one hundt'ed thousand dollars. 

SIWT. 3. Any mutual insnrance company may be organized 
under the provisions of this act, with a guarantee capital of not 
less than one hundred thousand dollars, divided into shares of 
one hundred dollars each; and no policy shall be issued by such 
corporation until one-fourth, at least, of its guarantee capital shall 
have been paid in, in cash, and invested as provided in section 
five of chapter one hundred and forty-eig'ht of acts of eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three. 

SECT. 4. No policy shall be issued by a purely mutual company 
until applications shall have been made in good faith, for insur­
ance t'o the amount of thirty thousand dollars; and no policy 
shall be issued by a joint stock company until its cltpital stock 
shall have been paid in, in cash, and iuvested as provided in sec­
tion three. 

SeCT. 5. Any name not previously in use by an existing cor· 
poration or company may be adopted, provided, that the words 
insurance or mutual .insurance, as the business is to be conducted, 
shall constitute a part of such title. The insurance commissioner 
may refuse his certificate hereinafter provided, if, in his juclg'ment, 
the name adopted too closely resem bles the llame of an existing' 
corporation or company, or is likely to mislead the public, until 
the adoption of a different name. 

SECT. 6. The first meeting for the purpose of an org'Rnization 
shall be called by a notice signed by one or more of the sub· 
scribers to such agreemellt, stating' the time, place and purpose of 
the meeting', a copy of which notice shall seven days at least 
before the day appointed be g'iven to each subscriber, or left at his 
usual place of busfness or residence, or deposited in the post 
office, postage prepaid, and addressed to him at his usual place of 
business or residence. Such notice shall be proved by affidavit of 
the person givillg' it. 

SECT. 7. At such first meeting', including any adjournment 
thereof, an organization shall be effected by the choice by ballot 
of a temporary clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge 
of his dut.ies; by the adoption of by-laws consistent with the 



INSURANCE COMPANIES. 103 
constitution and laws of this state, and by the election in the OHAP. 144. 
manner provided by law, ot' directors and such other officers as 
the by-laws may require, but at such first meeting no person shall 
be a director who has not subscribed to the articles of association. 
The temporary clerk shall record the proceedings until and in­
clnding the qualificat.ion of the secretary of the corporation by 
his being dnly sworn. No organization shall be effected at any 
snch meeting or its acljonrnment, unless a majority of the snb­
scribers to the articles of agreement and assuciation are present 
and voting. 

SECT. 8. The directors so chosen shall elect a president, a sec­
retary and other officers which under the by-laws they are author­
ized to choose. 

SECT. 9. The president, secretary and a majority of the direct­
ors shall forthwith make, sign and swear to a certificate setting 
forth a copy of the articles of association, with thenames of the 
subscribers thereto, the date of the first meeting, and of any 
adjournment thereof, and shall submit such certificate and the 
records of the corporation to the inspection of the insurance 
commillsioner, who shall examine the same, and who may reqnire 
such other evidence as he may deem necessary. The commis­
sioner, if it shall appear that the requirements of sections seven 
and eight have been complietl with, shall certify that fact and his 
approval of the certificate 1)y endorsement thereon. Such certi­
ficate shall therenpon be 111 ed in the office of the secretary of state 
by said officers, and upon being paid by them the fee hereinafter 
provided, the secretary shall cause the same, with the endorse­
ment thereon, to be recorded, and shall thereupon issue to said 
corporation a certificate in the following form: 

STATE OF MAINE. 

Be it known, that whereas [names of subscribers to association] 
have associated themselves with the intention of forming' a cor­
poration, under the name of ---, for the purpose [here the 
purpose declared in the articles of association shall be inserted,] 
with a capital stock of.---, and have complied with the pro­
visions of the statutes of this state in such case made and pro­
vided, as appear from the certificate of the president, secretary 
and directors of said corporation, duly approved by the insurance 
commissioner and recorded in this office. Now, therefore, 1---, 
Secretary of th'3 State of Maine, do hereby certify that [sub­
scribeI'll' names] their associates and snccessors, are legally or~ 
ganized and established as, and are hereby made, an existing 
corporation, undm' the name of ---, with all the powers, rights 
and privileges, and subject to the duties, liabilities and restrictions 
which by law appertain thereto. ,'\Titness my official signature, 

Directors, 

Clerk to record 
proceedings. 

Majority of snb~ 
SCl'ihl'l's IlCCeSS1l1'Y 

to form organiza­
tion. 

President 
Secretary, &0 

Certificate of urti 
cles of flssnciation 
to bu subscribed 
aud sworll to. 

-to he suhmitted 
to inSlll'nllCe 
commissionel', 

-to be approved 
by cllmmissionel' 
and HIed and 
recordeu in the 
office of seCl'etUl'Y 
of state. 

Form of certifi· 
cat\~ of orguuiza'" 
tiOIl. 
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OIiAP. 144. hereunto subscribed, and the seal of the State of Maine hereunto 
affixed, this --- day of ---, A. D.---. (In case of 
purely mutual companies, so much as relates to capit.al stock sball 
be omitted.) The secretary of stato shall sig'n the same and 
cause the seal of the state to be thereto affixed, and such certifi­
cate shall have the force and effect of a special charter, and be 

Certificate to he 
l'ecol'dt'd in the 
office of secretal'Y 
of Btate. 

Capital stock, 
how increased. 

-shull present 
certificate to ill~ 
BUl'Ullce colt.mis .. 
sioner. 

Certificate to be 
SUbscl'ibeu und. 
sworll to. 

Company, when 
authol'ized to 
transact business 
on increased. 
capital. 

Fees of secretary 
of state. 

Place of business, 
&0. 

Rate of d.ividends. 

Cert.ificate of 
profits. 

Capital stock 
increased by 
amount of cCl'tifi .. 
cates issued. 

conclusive evidence of the organization and establishment of such 
corporation. Said certificate shall he duly recorded in the office 
of the secretary of slate, and a duly authenticated copy of such 
record may be used in evidence, with like effect as the original 
certificate. 

SECT. 10. Any joint stock insUl'ance company may, at a meet­
illg called for the purpose, increa8e tbe amount of its capital stock, 
and the num bel' of shares thereiu, aud within thirty days after the 
payment and collection of the last instalment of such increase, 
shall present to the insnrance commissioner a certificate setting 
forth the amount of such increase, and the fact of such payment, 
signed and sworn to by the pre8ident, secretary and a majority of 
the directors of such corporation. The insurance commissioner 
shall examiue the certificate and ascertain the character of the 
investments of such increase, ancl if the same conforms to law 
shall indorse his approval thereof, and such certificate shall then 
be filed with the secretary of state, and therenpon the company 
shall be authorized to transact business upon the capital so in­
creased, and the insurance commissioner shall issue his certificate 
to that effect, and any mutual insurance company with a guarantee 
capital, may increase its capital in the same manner. 

SECT. 11. The fees of the secretary of state for the services 
required in the two preceding sections shall be twenty dollars and 
ten dollars, respectively. 

SECT. 12. All insurance companies hereafter incorporated and 
organized under the laws of this state, shall have their principal 
place of business in some town or city of this st~.te, and a majority 
of its directors shall be citizells of the state. 

SECT. 13. No joint stock insurance company organized under 
the laws of this state, shall declare cash dividends exceeding' in 
amount six per centum semi-annually Oil their capital stock; but 
any such company may issue, pro rata to its stockholders, certifi­
cates of' such portion of its profits ane! income as the directors 
may from time to time determine, not including' therein any por­
tion of the premium money of risks not termillated, and after 
providing for all expenses, losses and liabilities then incurred; 
and the capital stock of such company shall be increased by the 
amount of the certificates of stock so issned; and whenever any 
increase of capit.al stock shall be made by any insurance company, 
under the provisions of this act, a certificate thereof shall be filed 



LANDS IN UNINCORPORATED PLACES.-WAYS. 

with the insurance commissioner, whose duty it shall be to cel'tiry 
to the amount of the capital stock of the company so increased, 
in like manner as is provided in section ten. 

Approvod February 23, 1876. 

An act repealing cbapter forty-four of the Public Low9 of eighteen hundred and 
seyenty-two, and chapter two hundred Itnd forty-foul' of the Publio Laws eighteou 

hundred and sevonty-foul'. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis­
latll1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Tllflt chapter forty- foul', laws eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two, and chapter two hundred and forty-four, laws 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, be, and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

SE'C1'. 2. This act shall t[l,ke effect when approved. 

Approved Fehruary 23, 1876. 

An act to amend seotion thirty-nino of cbapter eighteen of tbo Reyised Statutes, 

relating to Ways. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenlal1:ves in Legis­
lature assembled, as follows: 

Section thirty-nine of chapter eigh teen of the revised stat.utes 
relating to ways, is hereby amended by st.rildng out the words 
" t.wo years" in line six of said section, aud inserting t.he words 
, one year,' so that said sect.ion as amended shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 39. If t.he ,iudg-ment of t.he commissioners in favor of 
laying out 01' altering a way as prayed for is wholly reversed on 
an appeal, t.hey shall proceed no further; and in all cases when 
t.he judgment. of the commissioners shall be reversed on a.ppeal, no 
pet.ition praying for substantially the same t.hing, shall be enter­
tained by t.hem for one year t.hereafter. If t.heir judgment is 
affirmed in whole 01' in part, t.hey shall carry into effect. t.he judg­
ment of the appellate court, and in all cases t.hey shall carry into 
full effect t.he judgment of the appellate court, in the sa.me manner 
as if made by themselves; and the party appealing or prosecuting 
shall pay the cost incurred since t.he appeal, if so adjudged by the 

lOb 
CHAP. 145. 
Illsuml1ce com~ 
mi~:::i(Jller to 
ccrtiry amount of 
capital stock. 

S:l.le of land for 
taxes in ullincol'­
pOl'ate{l places, 
eh. 44, laws 1872, 
awl eh. 2-10-1, laws 
187-1, repealed. 

See. 39, eh. 18, 
It. S., amended. 
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rneot on appeal. 
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Cost, by whom 
paid. 


