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SOHOOL lIIONEY.-OONTESTED ELEOTIONS. 

An aot to amend chapter one hundred and sixty-six of tho pnblio laws of eighteen 
hundrecl and seventy-four, rebting to sohool money. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives in Legis
latu7'e assembled, as 'follows : 

Chapter one hundred and sixty-six, section seven, of the public 
laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is hereby amended by 
striking out the word" ten," in the third line, and substituting 
therefor the word' twenty,' and striking out the wortl "ten," in 
the fourth line, and substituting therefor the word' twenty,' so 
that said section shall read as follows: 

'SECT. 1. The assessors and superintending school committee, 
or supervisors of towns, cities and plantations, may annually 
apportion twenty per centum of all money required to be raised 
by the fifth section of the revised statutes, and twenty per centum 
of all money received from the state for schools, except money 
received under the free high school act, among the districts in the 
several towns, cities and plantations, in such manner as in their 
judgment shall give to the smaller districts, as nearly as may be, 
an equal opportunity of enjoying the benefits of cofnmon school 
education with the larger districts. 

Approved February 12, 1875. 

An not additional to " an act in relation to contested eleotions." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep7'esentatives in Legis
latu7'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Notice of intention to cnntest the right of any person 
claiming to be elected to a seat in the house of representatives, 
with a statement of the reasons for so doing, may be served on 
such person by the contestant at any time subsequent to the 
election, and shall be at least fifteen days prior to the organization 
of said house i and all testimony deemed necessary l-y either party 
shall be by depositions taken in accordance with the statute, or by 
parole evidence, and presented to said body within three days 
from the commencement of the session; and in all cases where 
t~iB law is not strictly complied with, except in extreme cases 
where injustice would be done if a continuance was not allowed, 
the party neglecting shall be denied a postponement, and the 
committee on elections shall proceed to determine such cases by 
the testimony before them. 
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AIlATEMENT OF TAXES. 

SEC~. 2. Section forty-nine of chapter foul' of the revised 
statutes, is hereby amfmded by striking out the word "five," 
in the third line, and inserting the word 'three,' so that said 
section as amended will read as follows: 

, When any person intends to contest, befor~ the house of repre
sentatives, the right of any person to his seat therein, he shall 
present his petition to said house within three days after the 
organization thereof, stating the grounds upon which he proposes 
to contest the seat of the person claiming to hold the same. 
Depositions may be taken in the manner authorized by the pro
visions of chapter one hundred and seven, in cases of contested 
senatorial elections.' 

Approved February 12, 1875. 

An aot to amond seotion one hundred and forty-eight of ehapter six of the revised 
statutes, rolating to abatement of tuxes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows: 

Section one hundred and forty-eight of chapter six of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended by adding in the third line, after the 
word" collector," the words' 01' treasurer;' and by striking out, 
in the fifth line, after the word" taxes," the words "were com
mitted," and inserting the words' are to be paid to obtain the 
abatement,' and by inserting after the word" abatement," in the 
eighth line, the words' but no such person shall receive an abate
ment of more than ten per centum of the amount of tax assessed 
against him;' so that the section as amended shall read as 
follows: 

'SECT. 148. At any meeting, when they vote to raise a tax, a 
town may agree on the abatement to be made to those who volun
tarily pay their taxes to the collector or treasurer at certain 
periods, and the times within which he is so entitled; and a noti
fication of such votes, aud the time when such taxes are to be paid 
to obtain the abatement, shall be posted up by the treasurer in 
one or more public places in his town, within seven days after 
such commitment; and all who so pay their taxes shall be entitled 
to such abatement; but no such person shall receive an abatement 
of more than ten per centum of the amount of tax assessed against 
him; and all taxes not so paid shall be collected by the collector 
01' his deputy, under the other provisions of this chapter.' 

Approved February 12, 1875. 


