
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



AO.TS AND RESOLVES 

OF TIlE 

FIFTIETH LEGISLATURE, 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1871. 

Published by the Secretary of St.ate, agreeably to Resolves of June 28, 1820, 
February 26. 1840, and Maroh 16, 1842. 

AUGUSTA: 
SPRAGUE, OWEN & NASH, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

18 '11. 

• 



• 

PRIV ATE AND SPECIAL LA WS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1871. 

67 

• 

• 



582 
CHAP. 605. 

Latin or Prepara
tory School, 
maintenance of, 
authorized. 

Acceptance of 
net. 

Corporators. 

Corporate name. _ 

Rights and 
privileges. 

Route. 

Powers and 
privileges. 

BUXTON AND BONNY EAGLE BRANCH RAILROAD COMPANY. 

the said" college, the act approved February fourteen, one thou
sand eight hundred and sixty-eight, entitled II an act "to separate 
the Seminary Department from Bates College and incorporate the 
Trustees of the Maine State Seminary," is hereby repealed. 

SECT. 3. The president and trustees of Bates Colleg'e are here
by authorized to maintain a Latin or Preparatory School under 
such name as they shall designate. 

SECT. 4. This act shall be in force when approved by the 
governor, and accepted by the trustees of the Maine State Semi
nary at any meeting legally held. 

A pproved February 15, 1871. 

Chapter 60:,). 

An not to incorporate the Buxton and Bonny Eagle Branoh Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Albion K. P. Lord, James Morton, Horatio Briant, 
James Meserve, John M. Hutchinson, Charles E. "Weld, William 
H. Smith, Martin Foss, Abraham L. Came, Mark R. Came, Abijah 
Usher, John Lane, Charles Hobson, Charles H. Allen, Daniel 
Huntoon, Oliver Dow, Niron Gray, Thomas Tarbox, Abel G. Smith, 
Gehial E. Smith, Alvin Hobson, Isaac S. Sawyer, Theodore Elwell, 
John Lynch and Frederick Robie, their associates, successors and 
assig'ns, are hereby made and constituted a body politic and cor
porate under the name of the Buxton and Bonny Eag'le Branch 
Railroad Company, and by that name may sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, and shall enjoy all proper remedies at law or in 
equity to secure and protect them in the use and exercise of the 
rights and privileges, aud in the performance of the duties herein
after granted, and to prevent all invasion thereof, or interference 
in exercising and performing the same; and said corporation is 
hereby authorized and empowered to locate, construct and com
plete, alter and keep in repair a railroad with one or more sets of 
rails or tracks, with all suitable and necessary bridg'es, tunnels, 
viaducts, turnouts, culverts, drains, and all other necessary ap
pendag'es, from some point on the Portland and Rochester Railroad, 
in Buxton, passing through or near to the village of West Buxton, 
to some point near Bonny Eagle Falls, in said Buxton or in Stan
dish; and said corporation shall be and is hereby invested with all 
pow:ers, privileges and immunities which are or may be necessary 
to carry into effect the purposes and object of this act as herein
before or hereinafter set forth. And for this purpose, said corpo-



BUXTON AND BONNY EAGLE BRANCH RAILROAD COMPANY. 

ration shall have the right to take and hold, or to purchase so 
much of the. land and other real estate of private persons and cor
porations as maybe ne'cessary for the location, construction and 
convenient operation of said railroad, and shall also have the right 
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May take and 
hold, 01' purchase 
land and other 
real estate. 

to take, remove or use, for the construction and repair of said Earth, gravel, 
stonc) timbel' or 

railroad andappnrtenances, any earth, gravel, stone, timber or other materials, 
may be taken for 

other material, on or from the land so taken j provided however, constl'Uction of 'road. 

that the land so taken shall not exceed six rods in width, except Proviso. 

where a greater width is necessary for 'the purpose of excavating, 
or of embankment j and provided also, that in all cases said corpo-
ration shall pay for such lands, estate 01' materials, such price as 
they'and the respective owner or owners thereof may mutually 
agree upon. And in case such parties shall not agree otherwise, 
said corporation shall pay such damages as shall be ascertained 
and determined by the county commissioners of the county in 
which such real estate shall be, in the same manner and under the 
same conditions as are by law provided in laying out highways j 
and no application to said commissioners to estimate said dam
ages shall be sustained unless made within three years from the 
time of taking such land or other property. And in case said rail
road shall pass through any woodland or forest, the said company 
shall have the right to remove or fell any of the trees standing 
thereon within four rods from said road, which by their liability to 
fall or to be blown down, might obstruct or impair said railroad, 
by paying a just compensation therefor, to be recovered in the 
same manner as is provided for the recovery of other damages, 
before named in this act. And furthermore, said corporation shall 
have all the powers, privileg'es and immunities and shall be sub-
ject to all the duties and liabilities provided by law in this state 
respecting railroads, not inconsistent with the express provisions 
of this ac~, and to all provisions of laws of this state relating to 
the safety ,and convenience of travellers 011 railroads. 

SECT. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall consist of 
hot less than five hundred nor more than two thousand shares j 
and the immediate government and direction of the affairs of said 
corporation shall be vested in five or seven directors, who shall be 
chosen by the members of said corporation in the' manner herein
after provided, and shall hold their offices until others shall have 
been duly elected and qualified to take their places, a majority of 
whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business j 
and they shall elect one of their number to be president of their 
board, who shall also by virtue of such election be president of the 
corporation j and shall have authority to choose a clerk, and a 
treasurer who shall give bonds to the corporation, with sureties 
to the satisfaction of the directors in a sum of not less than five 
thousand dollars, for the faithful discharg'e of his duties. 
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BU.XTON AND BONNY EAGI,E BRANCa IJ.4.lL;ltOAD COMPANj'. 

SECT. 3. Any three of the persons named i)l. the first section of 
this act, are hereby authorized to call the first meeting of the 

_ corporation for organization and for choice' of directors, by giving 
notice of the time a:J;ld place and purposes of said meeting, ten 
days at leaSt before the time mentioned j:Q. such notice, which noti<;l() 
shall be given by publication in some pu~lic newspaper published 
in the ,county of York. And said corporation shall hve pOW!3r to 
make, ordain and establish all necess/!ory by~laws and regulation.1;! 
consistent with the constitution and laws of this state, fortb.eil' 
own .government and for the due and ordedy co;nd1,J.ctingof their 
affairs /!ond manag~ment of their property. 

SECT. 4. The president {!.nd directors for the time being, a1'.6 
hereby.authorized and ~mpowered by themselves or their !!-ge;nts, 
to exercise all the powers herein granted to the corporation, fOf 
the purpose of locating, constructing and cQmpletmgsai4 r;l,l.ilro.ad, 
and for transportation of persons, goods and property of .all kin~ 
and descriptions, !!-nd !!-ll .such power and authority for the mll-n .. 
agement of thel,l.!fairs of the corpo~'ation as may be necessary l,l.nd 
proper to carry into effect the objects of this grfJ,nt; to pur.chase 
a;nd hold lands, materials, engines and cars, and other ;necessary 
things in the name of-the ,oorporatio:Q., for the w3e of said road, and 
for the transportl,l.tio;n .of persons, goods and property of ,all 
des.criptions; to providl;l for and receive subscdptions for shares 
of stock in said company, and to make such equal assessment from 
time to timl;l on all shares in said corporation .as they may deero. 
expedient in the execution and progress of the worl!:, and diregt 
the same to be paid to the treasurer of this corporation. And the 
treasurer shall givenotioe of all such assessments j a)).d inca/!e 
any subscriber or 13to,ckholder shall neglect to pay any assessmellt 
0)). his 13hare or shares, for the spf!,ce of thirty day/! f!,fter such 
notice is given a.s sltall be pr.escribed by the by-laws 9f the corpo~ 
ration, the directors may order the treasurer to sell such share 0),' 

shares .at public auction, after giving such ;notice a!l IDf!,y be pre
scribed as aforesaid, to the highest bidder, and the same shall be 
transferred to the purchaser, and such delillquent stockltolder OJ' 

subscriber shall be held to the corporation for the balance, if his 
share or shares shall sell for less than the assessments due 
thereoll, with the interest and costs of sale; provide.d lwwever, 
that no assessment shall be lajd p.ponany share jn said corporf!,tio):!. 
of a greater amount than the original subscription price or par 
value of th\:1 same. 

SECT. 5. A toll is hereby granted and established for the sole 
benefit of the corporation, upon all passengers and property of all 
descriptions, which qtay be conveyed or transported by them upop. 
said road, [l.t such rates as mll-Y be agreed upon Or establlshed 
from time to time by thf;l dir~ctor!l of said corporation, subject to 
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such general laws in relation to railroads as may be from time to CHAP. 605 • 

. time est[j.blished by the legislature, 'rhe transpOl'tation of persons ~~:~::."~~~I~~o;~ 
al}.d property, the form of carS and carriages, the construction of !~1'C~~:;:B~nra 
wheels the weight of loads and all· other ;matters and thipgs in construction of , . . ., .. . w/jee!s, &0. 

rel&tiop. :to said road, shall be in conformity with such rules, regq. .. 
lations and provisions as the djl'ectorl;l shaH from tirne to time 
pJ'e!3oribe lJ.:nd direct. 

SECT. 6. Said company shall not eng&ge in or commence the When construe-

• £ 'd d '1 fif 1 f h tionofroadm"1 COl;lJ;ltruotIOn 0 .sal l'{)a untl . ty per centum ~t east 0 t e. be commenced. 

estimated cost of a.aid rOl1-d shall have been subscribed for by 
responsible persons or corp,orations; b1).t the members ,of the cor,... 
porationat the thst meeting thereof, or at any subseqne:nt m(jleting 
d'1).ly c&lle4 fo).' the pUrp,oJ;le, m:;t.y decide upon the tjme, places and 
manner of obtaining .Bupacrjptions for stock, a,nd make any prO~ Subscriptions for 

stock, survey and 
yision/3 they may deem necessary for aU proper ,surveys for .said location of road. 

road al}.d for the i<:),c:;t.tiQ):). thereof. 
SEOT. 1. The POrpor:;t.tion is invested with the power, and iJ:l Lease of road 

authodzed. 
herebyauthprized to le[j.se .said road for fJ,ny term of ye:;t.rs, either 
pefol',e or after its completion, on anch terms as may he agre(jld 
upon, :;t.pd ,such as :th(jl membel'sl1-t a meeti:ng r,egularly called for 
that purpose may determine; a:nd it is &lso invested with th.~ 

power to ml1-ke connectio:r:!s with any other railroad or r:;t.ilroads, 
0)1 such terms as m:;t.y be de.emedexpedien:t :;t.nd pl'.Oper. 

,SEcr. 8. The:;t.nnu:;t.l meeting of the membera of s.aid corpo- Annualm,e~~lng. 

rat.ionsball be holden o:n the first Monday of September, or 01}. 

such other day al') shall be determ.h::ted by the by,.l:;t.wa, at such 
time &nd pl&ce as the dir(jlctors for the time being shMl appoint, 
&t w,b.ich meeting the dir.ectors shll be chosen by b&llot, each 
proprietor by himself p).' proxy being entitled to as m:;t.ny voteI') a.1') Proxy. 

he holds shres ; and the directors ili.re hereby &uthorized to cill 
special IIl~etillg!l of the .stockholders, when.ever they shall deem 
it expedient, givi'llg I:luch previous notice as the corporation ill 
their by-lawlil sha;lll;lirect. 

,Sl!]O'l'. 9. Other railrO,ad companies, now .01' hereafter to be Connections. 

incorporated within this st:;t.te, shU have the right to connect their 
railroad with the ro:;t.d of this company at any point upon its line, 
and no discrimination in the rates of freight or passengerlil shall 
be made between railroads which have or shall have the right to 
connect as aforesaid; but all passengers and freight coming fi'om 
or going to any other rQad, shall be transported promptly over its 
road on .equally favorable terms, and on as favorable terms as the 
like service is or shall be performed for transportation commencing 
and terminating on its own line. 

SECT. 10. If the said, corporation shaH not have been organized, Location and 
survey, when to 

and the location,apcording to actual survey of the route, filed be made. 

with the county commissiol).el's of the C9111;1ty or counties within 
n 
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which the location shall be made, on or before the first day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-two, or if the said corporation shall fail to complete said 
railroad on or before the first day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four, in either of 
the above mentioned cases this act shall be null and void. 

SECT. 11. The legislature shall at all times have the right to 
inquire into the doings of the corporation, and into the manner in 
which the privileges and franchises herein and hereby granted may 
have been used and employed by said corporation, and to correct 
and prevent all abuses of the same, and to pass any laws imposing 
fines and penalties upon said corporation which may be necessary 
more effectually to compel a compliance with the provisions, liabil~ 
ities and duties hereinbefore set forth and enjoined. 

Flrstmeeting of SECT. 12. The first meeting of this corporation shall be held in 
~r~~atlon, how' virtue of a call signed by any three members of the corporation, 

who shall designate the place and time, provided notice thereof 
is given by publishing the same one week before said meeting in: 

.the Portland Daily Press and Daily Eastern Argus, published 
in the city of Port~and, and the Biddeford Union and Journal; 
published in the city of Biddeford. 
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SECT. 13. Any railroad company now or hereafter to be incor
porated within this state, that within foul' years after the approval 
of this act shall first have located, established and completed, 
under an act of incorporation for that purpose, a railroad from 
either of the cities of Biddeford or Saco, to the terminus of the 
road authorized by this act at the line of the Portland and Rochester 
railroad, may adopt the location made under the provisions of this 
act, as a part of or continuation of its own location, provided that 
such company, before adopting such location as aforesaid, shall 
assume and pay all outstanding liabilities and debts incurred by 
said Buxton and Bonny Eagle BraI\ch Railroad Corporation for 
materials for constructing and for land damages for said road, and 
also pay to each shareholder of stock in said branch railroad, the 
amount actually paid for the shares held by him, in money, or in 
shares of stock in such company, at the option of said shareholder; 
and upon the performance by such company of all the conditions 
aforesaid, said Buxton and Bonny Eagle Branch Railroad Corpora
tion is hereby authorized to transfer and convey. their said road to 
said company, with all the rights, materiq,ls, property and appur-
tenances belonging thereto, and this act shall thereafter be of no 
force; and all subscriptions made, and certificates of stock issued 
by said Branch Railroad Company, shall be made/and issued 
subject to the provisitms aforesaid. 

SECT. 14. This act shall take effect when approved. 
Approved February 16, 1871. 
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