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TOWN OF NORRIDGEWOCK,-BRIDGTON BRANCH RAILROAD CO. 475 

lished in some newspaper in the city of Portland, seven days be- CHAP. 503. 
fore the said meeting. 

SECT. 9. This act shall take effect wJ:ten approved. 

Approved March 23, 1810. 

Chapter 503. 
An act to authorize the town of N orridgewocl{ to take stock in the N orridgewook bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep7'esentatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows : 

SECT. l. The town of Norridgewock is hereby authorized in its 
cOl1)orate capacity, to subscribe, pay for and hold stock in the 
Norridgewock Bridge Corporation, to an amount not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, and raise money by loan or otherwise neces
sary for the purpose. 

SECT. 2. The authority here given shall not be exercised, until 
the inhabitants of said town of Norridgewock, at a meeting called 
for the purpose, shall authorize the same by a two-thirds vote. 
. SECT. 3. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March 23, 1810. 

Chapter 504. 
An act to incorporate the Bridgton Branch Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate an(l House of Rep7'esentatives in Legis
latU1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. l. John P. Perley, Charles E. Gibbs, vVilliam F. Perry, 
,Villiam A. Stevens, F. J. Littlefield, John W. Fowler, George S. 
Farnsworth, William W. Cross, Robert A. Cleaves, Luther Billings, 
Albert Fogg and George Taylor, their associates, successors and 
assigns, are hereby made and constituted a body politic aud corpo
rate by the name of the Bridgton Branch Railroad Company, and 
by that name may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, and 
shall eujoy all proper remedies at law or in equity to secure and 
protect them in the exercise and use of the rights and privileges 
and in the performance of the duties hereinafter granted, and to 
preveut all invasion thereof or interruption in exercising and per
forming the same. And the said corporation is hereby authorized 
and empowered to locate and construct and finally complete, alter 
and keep in repair, a railroad, with one or more sets of rails or 
tracks, with all suitable bridges, tunnels, viaducts, turnouts, cul-
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BRIDGTON BRANOH RAILROAD OOMPANY. 

verts, drains and all other necessary appendages fi'om some point 
in the town of Bridgton to some point on the line of the Portland 
and Ogdensburg Railroad.. And said corporation shall be and 
hereby is invested with all the powers, privileges and immnnities 
which are or may be necessary to carry into effect the purposes 
and objects of this act as herein set forth. And for this purpose 
said corporation shall have the right to take and hold. 01' to pur
chase so much of the land and other real estate of private persons 
and corporations as may be necessary for the location, construction 
and convenient operation of said railroad; and shall also have the 
right to take. remove and use for the construction and repair of 
said road and appurtenances any earth, gravel, stone, timber or 
other materials on or from the land so taken; provided however, 
the laud so taken shall not exceed six rods in width except where 
greater width is necessary for the purpose of excavation and em
bankment. And provided also in all cases said corporation shall 
pay for such lands, estate or materials such price as they and the 
respective owner or owners thereof may mutually agree upon, and 
in case said parties shall not otherwise agree the said corporation 
shall pay such damages as shall be ascertained and determined by 
the county commissioners of the county of Cumberland or Oxford 
in the same manner and under the same conditions as are by law 
provided in the case of laying out highways. And the land so 
taken by said corporation shall be held as lands taken and appro
priated for highways. And no application to said commissioners 
to estimate said damages shall be sustained unless made within 
three years from the time of taking such lands and other property; 
and in case said railroad shall pass through any woodland or 
forests the said company shall have the right to remove or fell 
any of the trees standing thereon within four rods from such road 
which by their liability to be blown down or from their natural 
falling might obstruct or impair said railroad, by paying a just 
compensation therefor, to be recovered in the same manner as is 
provided for the recovery of the other damages recovered in this 
act. And furthermore said corporation shall have all the powers, 
privileges and immunities and be subject to all the duties and lia
bilities provided respecting railroads in chapter fifty-one of the 
revised statutes not inconsistent with the express provisions of 
this charter, and subject also to all the provisions of chapter 
thirty-six of the laws of eighteen hundred and fifty-eight relating 
to the safety and convenience of travellers on railroads. 

SEOT. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall consist of 
not less than seven hundred and fifty shares and not more than 
three thousand shares, and the immediate government anddirec
tion of the affairs of said corporation shall be vested in five, seven 
or ni~e directors, who shall be chosen by the members of said cor-
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poration in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall hold their 
offices until others shall be chosen and duty elected and qualified 
to take their places, a majority of whom shall be a quorum for the 
transaction of business. And they shall elect one of their number 
to be president of the board, and he ~hall also be president of the 
corporation, and shall have authority to choose a clerk and a treas
urer who shall give bonds to the corporation in the sum of ten 
thousand dollars for the faithful discharge of his tl'llst. And any 
six of the persons named in the first section of this act are hereby 
authorized at an election holden for that purpose, with or without 
notice, to accept this act and organize the said corporation. 

SECT. 3. Said corporation shall have the power to make, ordain 
and establish all necessary by-laws and regnlations consistent 
with the constitution and laws of this state for their own govern
ment and for the due and orderly conducting of their affairs and 
the management of their property. 

SECT. 4. The president and directors for the time being are 
hereby authorized and empowered by themselves or their agents 
to exercise all the powers herein granted to the corporation for the 
purpose of locating, constl'llcting and completing said railroad and 
for the transportation of persons, goods and property of all descrip
tions, and all such power and authority for the manag'ement of the 
affairs of the cOl'potation as may be necessary to carry into effect 
the objects of this grant, to purchase 'and hold land, materials, 
eng'ines and cars and other necessary things in the name of the 
corporation for the use of said road and for the transportation of 
persons, goods and property of all descriptions, to make such equal 
assessments from time to time on all the shares in said corporation 
as they may deem it necessary and expedient in the E!xecution and 
progress of the work, and direct the same to be paid to the treas
urer of the corporation. And the treasurer shall give notice of all 
such assessments, and in case any subscriber or stockholder shall 
neglect to pay any assessment on his share or shares for the space 
of thirty days after such notice is given as shall be prescribed by 
the by-laws of said corporation, the directors may order the treas
urer to sell such share or shares at public auction, after giving 
such notice as may be prescribed. as aforesaid, to the highest bid
der, and the same shall be transferred to the purchaser, and such 
delinquent subscriber or stockholder shall be held accountable to 
the corporation for the balance if his share or shares shall sell for 
less than the assessments thereon, with the interest and costs of 
sale, and shall be entitled to the overplus if his share or shares 
shall sell for more than the asse-ssments due, with interest and 
costs of sale j provided however, that no assessment shall be laid 
upon any share in said corporation of a greater amount on the 
whole than one hundred dollars. 
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BRIDGTON BRANOH RAILROAD COMPANY. 

SECT. 5. A toll is hereby granted and establisheo. for the sole 
benefit of said corporation upon all passengers and property of all 
descriptions which may be conveyed or transported by them UpOl\. 
said road, at such rate as may be ag'reed upon and established 
from time to time by the directors of said corporation. The trans
portation of persons and property, the construction of wheels, the 
forms of cars and carriages, the weights of loads, and all other 
matters and things in relation to said road, shall be in conformity 
with such rules, regulations and provisi'ons as the directors shall 
from time to time prescribe and direct. 

SECT. 6. The annual meeting of the members of said corpora
tion shall be holden on the first :Monday in July or such other day 
as shall be determined by the by-laws, at such time and place as 
the directors for the -time being shall appoint, at which meeting 
the directors shall be chosen by ballot, each proprietor by himself 
or proxy being entitled to as many votes as he holds shares, and 
the directors are hereby authorized to call special meetings of the 
stockholders whenever they shall deem it expedient and proper, 
giving such notice as the corporation by their by-laws shall direct. 

SECT. 7. The corporation is hereby invested with power to 
make connections with any other road or roads and on such terms 
as the members may deem expedient and proper, and it is hereby 
authorized to lease the road either before or after it shall have 
been completed on such terms and for such time as the members 
at a meeting' regularly called for that purpose shall determine. 

SECT. 8. If the corporation shall not have been organized and 
the location, according to actual survey of the route, filed with the 
county commissioners of Cumberland and Oxford counties on or 
before the firlOt day of July, in the year of our 1;.ord one thousand 
eig'ht hundred and seventy-two, and if the corporation shall fail to 
complete said railroad on or before the first day of July, in the 
year of our Lord .one thol\sand eight hundred aud seventy-folli', 
then this act shall be null and void. 

SECT. 9. To aid in the construction and equipment of the 
Bridgton Branch Railroad, bonds payable to the bearer thereof 
within thirty years with coupons for interest at three per centum 
semi-annually, may be issued by any town on the line of said road 
or any town interested in the construction of s(!,id road, in sums 
not exceeding twenty per centum of the valuation of said towns 
according to the state valuation for the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and sixty, to be determined by a two-thirds 
vote of the qualified voters of said city and towns, given in at 
meetings thereof, called according to law for that purpose. Said 
bonds shall not be delivered to said r(l,ilroad company until at least 
two hundred thousand dollars of the stock of said company bas 
actua,lly been subscribed, paid in and expended in the construction 
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of said road, which fa~t shall be determined by the certificate of CHAP. 504. 
the treasurer of said corporation, under oath, a copy of which cer-
tificate shall be. recorded by the city or town clerk of each city or 
town issuing bonds by authority of this act. 

SECT. 10. All of said bonds shall bear the same date, and one- Date of bonds. 
and terms of . 

twentieth part thereof issued by any city or town shall be made payment. 

payable each year, after ten years from said date; and it shall be 
the duty of said railroad company to pay all the bonds that may 
be thus issued for its benefit, with the coupons thereon, as the 
same shall fall due and become payable. 

SECT. 11. Said railroad company shall execute and deliver to 
the cities and towns issuing bonds as aforesaid, a mortgag'e of all 
its property and rights of property in said road, present and per
spective! including its franchise, conditional to pay said bonds and 
coupons as they shall become clue, and to hold said cities and 
towns harmless therefrom. 

SECT. 12. In case said railroad company shall fail to pay said 
coupons as they shall fall due on said bonds at maturity, and said 
failure shall continue for the space of sixty clays after demand 
shall have been made on the treasurer therefor, it shall be lawful 
for the municipal officers .of any city or town whose bonds or 
coupons shall have thus been dishonored, to call a meeting of the 
municipal officers of the cities and towns named in said mortgage, 
by publishing' a notice of. the time, place and object of said meet-
ing, three weeks s·uccessively in some public newspaper printed in 
the counties of Cumberland and Oxford, and if at such meeting, 
which shall be organized by the choice of a chairman and clerk, 
the latter to be duly sworn, it shall be made to appear that such 
failure to pay as aforesaicl continues, the municipal officers thus 
assembled may proceed to choose by ballot, a board of managers 
consisting of not more than nine members, a majority of whom 
shall constitute a quorum, who shall organiz!l by the choice of a 
secretary and president, and may choose any other officers which 
under the charter and by-laws of said company may be chosen by 
a board of directors, and said board of mana,gers shall be autho
rized to take possession of said road and all its property and 
rights of property therewith connected, and operate the same, and 
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties and lia-
bilities of a board of directors, and shall hold their offices for one 
year from the time of their election and until dthers are chosen in 
their stead. Said manag'ers shall make a report of their doings 
and of the amount of money they have received and paid out on 
account of said railroad to a meeting of the municipal officers of 
the cities and .towns aforesaid, at least once in every year, which 
meeting shall be called by the president and secretary of r::aid 
board of managers. When sufficient money has been received by 
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said board of managers, over and above what is actualiy necessary 
to pay the expenses of operating said road, including necessary 
repairs and improvements, to pay all coupons and bonds then due 
and unpaid, it shall surrender said road with all its property and 
rig'hts of property to said company. In the election of said board 
of managers, the municipal officers aforesaid shall be entitled to 
one vote for every hundred dollars in bonds issued by their re
spective cities or towns, and the major part of the municipal 
officers of each city or town shall control the the vote thereof. 
While in their possession, said road shall be operated in the 
name of the managers of the Bridg·ton Branch Railro~d Company. 
If the failure to pay said coupons or bonds shall continue for the 
space of twenty full years after possession shall have been taken 
under the mortgage as aforesaid, the same shall be thereby fully 
foreclosed, unless prior to that time a sufficient tender of payment 
shall have been made by or on behalf of said company. 

SECT. 13. The bonds herein authorized to be issued, shall be 
sig'ned by the mayor and treasurer of cities, and one of the select
men and treasUl:er of the towns issuing them, and countersigned 
by the president of said railroad company, and shall contain en
dorsement, "Issued for the benefit of the Bridgton Branch Rail-
road Company by the of " 

SECT. 14. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved Maroh 23, 1870. 

Chapte.· 000. 

An BOt to inoorpornte the Presumpscot Park Assooiation. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis
lature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. l. Samuel H. Tewksbury, Charles R. Milliken, W. W. 
Harris, George W. Ricker, J. S. Lyford, John T. Berry, George 
Burrihamjunior, vVilliam G. Davis, George Waterhouse, George O. 
Goss, Samuel J. Anderson, George Lancaster, Charles E. Jose, 
James A. McLellan, S. W. Hapgood and L. D. M. Sweat, are 
hereby incorporated by the name of the Presumpscot Park Associa
tion, for the purpose of improving the breed and quality of horses 
in this state, by means of public exhibitions and the distribution 
of premiums, and otherwise as in their judgment will best secure 
the purpose aforesaid; and said society may choose all. needful 
officers, and have power to purchase and hold property; real and 
personal, to an amount not exceeding twenty-five thousand dol
lars, and pass any regulations and by-laws not inconsistent with 




