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RELATING TO RECORDING LOST DEEDS. 

Cbapter 204. 
An nct relating to recording lost deeds. 

Be it enaoted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Legis­
lature assembled, as folIows : 

SECT. 1. In case any deed of real estate duly made, executed 
and delivered, before or after the passage of this act, has been or 
may be lost or accidentalIy destroyed, the grantee therein or any 
person claiming under him, may leave a true copy of it with the 
register of deeds in the county in which the land lies and it shall 
have the same effect for ninety days as a record of the deed. 

SEOT. 2. Within ninety days after the filing of such copy, the 
person filing the same or those claiming under him may apply to 
the same officers and in the same manner as are provided by sec­
tion twenty-two of chapter one hundred and seven of the revised 
statutes to have the testimony of the subscribing witnesses to such 
lost deed, and of any other persons cognizant of the making, exe­
cution or delivery thereof, taken in the same manner as provided 
for the taking of depositions in perpetmim; except that in case 
any of the persons supposed to be interested adversely to the 
claimants under said lost deed reside out of this state and their 
place of residence is unknown, any justice' of the supreme judicial 
court in term time or vacation may order notice of the time and 
place appointed for taking the testimony aforesaid to be given by 
pUblication in such manner as he may designate. 

SECT. 3. Within ninety days after the filing of the copy named 
in the first section of this act, the depositions taken as contem­
plated in the foregoing section are to be filed and recorded in the 
registry of deeds in the county where the real estate is situate, and 
the copy of the deed filed as aforesaid, is to be recorded with said 
depositions and thereupon is to have the same force and effect that 
a record of the original deed would have had if made at the time of 
the first filing of the copy thereof; but the copy so filed and re­
corded shall be liable to be impeached for any cause as the original 
deed. 

SECT. 4. The copy filed as aforesaid, shall be deemed to have 
the same force upon the party filing it by way of estoppel or other­
wise, as the original deed would have. 

SECT. 5. Certified copies of the record of such deed and of the 
depositions taken, filed and recorded as herein provided, may be 
used in any trial or proceeding where the original deed would be 
admissible. 

SECT. 6. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved :March 6, 1868. 
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