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SOLDIERS AUTHORIZED TO VOTE. 

Cbapter 27§. 

An act authorizing solcliers absent from the state in the military service to yote for 
olectors of president and yiee president, anel for representatiyes to congress; also regu
latiug the manner of electing registers of deeds, county treasurers I1nd county commis
sioners, so thl1t such soldiers may be allowed to yote thorefor. . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1'esentatives in Legis
latt(1'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the mili
tary service of the United States or of this state, and not in the 
regular army of the United States, shall be allowed to vote for 
electors of president and vice president of the United States in all 
elections of those officers hereafter occurring. 

SECT. 2. On the day of election a poll shall be opened at every 
place without this state where a regiment, battalion, battery, com
pany, or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from the 
State- of Maine, may be found or stationed, and every citizen of 
said state, of the age of twenty-one years, in such military service, 
shall be entitled to vote as aforesaid; and he shall be considered 
as voting in the city, town, plantation and county in this ~tate 
where he resided when he entered the service. The vote shall be 
taken by regiments, when it can conveniently be done; when not 
so convenient, any detachment or part of a regiment not less than 
twenty in number, and any battery or part thereof, numbering 
twenty or more, shall be entitled to vote wherever they may be. 
The three ranking officers of such regiment, battalion, battery, 
company or part of either, as the case may be, acting as such on 
the day of election, shall be supervisors of elections. If no officers, 
then three non-commissioned officers according to their senoirity, 
shall be such supervisors. If any officer or non-commissioned 
officer shall neglect or refuse to act, the next in rank shall take his 
place. In case there are no officers or non-commissioned officers 
present, or if they, or either of them, refuse to act, the el(:Jctors 
present, not less than twenty, may choose by written ballot enough 
of their own number, not exceeding three, to fill vacancies, and 
the persons so cbosen shall be supervisors. All supervisors shall 
be first sworn to support the constitution of the United States and 
of this state, and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties of 
supervisors of elections. Each is authorized to administer the 
necessary oath to the others; and certificates thereof shall be an
nexed to the lists of votes by them to be made and returned into the 
office of the secretary of this state as hereinafter provided. The 
polls shall be opened and closed at such hours as the supervisors, 
or a majori.ty of them shall direct; provided howeve1', that due 
notice and sufficient time shall be given for all voters in the regi
ment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of either, 
as the case may be, to vote. 

209 
CHAP. 278. 

Oitizens absent 
in military 
service of U. S. 
or of this stl1te, 
may voto fOl' 
president and 
yice president 
of the U. s. 

Polls shull be 
opened where 
BO ldiers ml1y be 
found, &0., out 
of the stl1te, &c. 

Vote, how 
taken. 

Who shall act 
as supervisors. 

SuperYisors 
shall be sworn, 

-duties of. 

Proyiso. 



210 
OHAP. 278. 
Certain offioers, 
where may 
vote. 

Supervisors 
slulU prepare 
ballot boxes. 

Ballots, how 
prepared. 

QualiJication of 
voters. 

If challenged, 
m[lY bo put 
upon o[lth. 

Shall keep 
correot poll 
lists. 

Shall check 
name of voters. 

--sort, count 
and deolare 
votos, &0. 

-and make 
roturn to office 
of secret[lry of 
st[lto. 

Ch[lJ1' 4, soo. 

~~end~d. 

SOLDIERS AUTHORIZED TO VOTE. 

SECT. 3. Regimental and field officers shall be entitled to vote 
with their respective commands. When not in actual command, 
such officers, and also all general and staff officers, and all sur
geons, assistant surgeons and chaplains, shall be entitled to vote 
at any place where polls are opened. 

SECT. 4. The supervisors of elections shall prepare a ballot-box 
or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. Upon one side of 
every ballot shall be printed or written the name of the county and 
also of the city, town or plantation of this state in which is the 
residence of the person proposing to vote. Upon the other side 
shall be the names of so many electors for president and vice presi
dent of the United States as such person may determine to vote 
for. And before receiving any vote, the supervisors, or a majority 
of them, must be satisfied of the age and citizenship of the person 
claiming to vote, and that he has in fact a residence in the city, 
town or plantation, and county which are printed or written on the 
vote offered by him. I 

SECT. 5. If his right to vote is challenged, they may require 
him to make true answers,upon oath, to all interrogatories touching 
his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall hear 
any other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his 
right. They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all per
sons allowed to vote, and of their respective places of residence in 
this state, and also of the number of the regiment and company, or 
battery, to which th8Y belong; and the names of voters shall be 
entered on such lists by counties; which lists shall be certified by 
them or a majority of them to be correct, and that such residence 
is in accordance with the indorsement of the residence of each 
voter on, his vote, 

SECT. 6. They shall check the name of every person before he 
is allowed to vote, and the check-mark shall be plainly made 
against his name on the poll lists. They shall sort, count and pub
licly declare the votes at the head of their respective commands on 
the day of the election, unless prevented by the public enemy; 
and in that case, as soon thereafter as may be; and the same day 
of said declaration, they shall form a list of the persons voted for, 
with the number of votes for each person against his name, and 
shall sign and seal up such list and canse the same, together with 
the poll-lists aforesaid, to be delivered into the office of the secre
tary of state aforesaid on or before the first day of December in 
the present year, and on or before the Thursday next before the 
first 'Wednesday of December in each year when a presidential 
election shall occur thereafter. 

SECT. 7. Section eighty of chapter four of the revised statutes 
is hereby amended, by striking out all after the word "meeting" 



SOLDIERS AUTHORIZED TO VOTE. 

in the seventh line, and inserting in the place thereof the following 
provisions, viz: and on the thid ThU1'sday after suoh meeting, the 
governor and oounoil shall be in session and open and examine the 
retu1'ns of votes so made, and the seoretary of state shall forthwith 
send a messenger to every oity and town fromf!;whioh a return has not 
been reoeived at his offioe; and the governor (:md oounoil shall again 
meet on the Thursday next bifore the first Wednesday in Deoember, 
and shall then examine 'and oount all the votes reoeived from the sev
eral cities, towns and plantations, and also the votes of citizens in the 
military sermoe, returned into the seoretary's offioe under the pro
visions of the law in that behalf; and they shallf01'thwith send a oerti
fioate of his eleotion to eaoh eleotor who has reoeived the greatest 
number of all the votes returned to said office, not exoeeding the num
ber to be ohosen. 

SECT. 8. Section eighty-one of the same chapter, is hereby 
amended, by striking out the word "such" in the first line, and 
by inserting after the word "messenger" in the same line, the 
words, sent as required in the preoeding seotion. 

SECT. 9. All citizens of this state absent therefrom in the mili
tary service of the United States or of this state, and not in the 
regular army of the United States, being otherwise qualified elec
tors, shall be allowed to vote for representatives to congress on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November in the pres
ent year, and on the second Monday of September biennially 
thereafter. Each shall be considered as voting in the city, town, 
plantation and representative district where he resided when he 
entered said service. And all votes for such representatives which 
shall be given on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of N 0-

vember in the present year under the authority conferred by this 
act, shall be counted and allowed in the same manner and with the 
same effect as if given on the second Monday of September in said 
year. 

SECT. 10. The elections for this purpose shall be held at the 
same times and places, and shall be conducted in the same manner 
and under the same regulations as those provided by this act for 
allowing citizens absent from this state in the military service to 
vote for electors of president and vice president of the United 
States, and returns thereof shall be made in the same manner to 
the office of the secretary of state; provided however', that in case 
the constitution of this state shall be so amended at the annual 
election to be held on the second Monday of September next, as 
to allow such citizens to vote for governor, senators and other 
officers, at the times and in the manner provided in the resolves 
passed by the present legislature, proposing an amE}ndment to the 
constitution for that purpose, then all such citizens desiring to 
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ever, shall not be understood or construed to include the ballots 
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secretary of this state as hereinbefore provided. But the same 
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resentatives to cong?'ess, and their votes shall be counted and allowed 
in the Bame manne1' and with the same 'itfect aB if given on the second 
Monday of September in that year; and they shall be allowed to vote 
on the Becond Monday of September biennially thereafter for such 
representalives. 

SECT. 12. Chapter seven of the revised statutes, relating to 
registers of deeds, is herehy amended in section three by striking 
out all after the word" meeting'" in the sixth line and inserting in 
place thereof the following provisions, viz: and the town clerks shall 
cause them to be deli've1'ed into the office of the secretary of state within 
thirty days next succeeding any meeting fm' their election. And the 
govenwr and council shall, dU1'ing the ji1'st week in December follow
ing, open and examine the same, and also the lists of votes of citizens 
in the military service returned to said office 1mder the provisions of 
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and qualified. 

Chap. 7, soots. SECT. 13. ,Sections six, thirteen and fourteen of the same chap
~~~~;J:(\,~~' ter are hereby repealed, and said chapter is amended by adding 
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thereto the following' provisions, viz: Vacancies Occu1Ting in said 
office by death, 1'esignation 01' otherwise, shall be jilled by election in 
manner aforesaid, at the Septembe/' election next after their occur
rence j and in the meantime the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, may jill said vacancies by appointment, and the person 
so appointed shall hold his office until the jirst day of January the/'e-
after. ' 

SECT. 14. Chapter eight of said revised statutes, relating to 
county treasurers, is hereby amended in section three by adding 
to said section the words, and by the act amending the same, passed 
in JJlarch, A: D. eighteen hundred and sixty-four. And the govern01' 
and council shall forthwith notify the county commissioners of the 
county whel'e such person resides, of the fact of his election. 

SECT. 15. Said chapter is hereby further amended in the fifth 
section by striking out the words /I said commissioners," and in
serting in the place thereof the words the gove1'lwl' with the advice 
and consent qf the cmmcil. 

SECT. 16. In addition to the power conferred upon the g'overnor 
and council by the present act, and by th'e provisions of law pre
viously existing, they are also hereby authorized and empowered 
to correct errors anci frauds, if any, in all returns of votes from 
soldiers in the army for county officers. But no informality, mere
ly, shall authorize the rejection of such return, if it appears on its 
face, or otherwise, that the provisiqns of the constihition, and of 
this act, were in fact substantially complied with. 

SECT. 17. The secretary of state shall seasonably prepare and 
cause to be delivered to e,ach regiment and battery without this 
state, a sufficient nUlll bel' of blank poll-lists, and forIlls for returlls 
of votes in conformity with the provisions of this act, and with the 
amendments to the constitution already referred to, in case the same 
shall be adopted; and this act, and said amendments if ad opted, 
shall be printed in each poll-list so delivered. 

SECT. 18. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act, 
or with any of its provisions, are hereby repealed. 

SECT. 19. This act shall take effect when approved by the g'ov
ernor. 

Approved :Maroh 25, 186J. 
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