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ACTS AND RESOLVES 

I' ASSED BY THE 

FORTIETH 

OF THE 

STATE OF :NIAINE. 

1861. 

l'ublishecl by the Secretary of State, agreeably to ReiColvps of JUll0 28, 1 H20, 
February 2G, 18<10, amI i.lm·ch 113, 184~!. 

AUGUSTA: 
STEVENS & SAYWARD, PRINTEHS TO 'l'IJ1<l STATE. 

1861. 



GOVERNOH WASHBUHN'S MESSAGES. 

To the Senate and Bouse of Repl'esentai'ives: 

I transmit to you concurrcnt resolutions of the State of New 
York, tendering aid to the President of the U llited States in sup­
port ofthe Constitution and Union, 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR, 
COUNCIL CHA)IBER, } 

January 16, 1861. 

lb the Senate and House of Rcpr'esentatives: 

I herewith communicate to the Legislature, iI Joint Resolutions 
relative to the maintenance of the Constitution and the Union" 
adopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, January 24, 1861. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR, 
COUNCIL CHA}!DER, } 

January 30, 1861. 

J:o the Senate and House of Rcpl'esentatives: 

I herewith transmit resolutions adopted by the General Assem­
bly of Virginia, January the 19th, 1861. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, In, 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 1 

January 28, 1861. f 

To the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives: 

I herewith transmit to the Legislature a copy of resolves of 
the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusets, iI tendering 
the aid of the Commonwealth to the President of the United States 
in enforcing the laws and preserving the Union," 

EXECUTIVE DEPART}IENT, } 

February 1, 1861. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, J R, 



90 GOVERNOR WASHBURN'S MESSAGES. 

To the Senate and House of Repl'eseniatives : 

I transmit to you herewith, joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of 'Wisconsin, making' provision for co-operating with 
the friends of the Union throughout the United States in enforcing 
the laws and upholding the authority of the federal government 
and in defence of the morc perfect union which has conferred pros­
perity and happiness on the American people. 

EXECUTIVE DEPART~fENT, l 
.February 2, 1861. f 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 

1'0 the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives: 

I herewith transmit to the Legislature copies of the following' 
resolutions: 

Of the State of New York, appointing COlllmissioners to meet 
Commissioners from other States at 'Washington, on invitation of 
Virginia. 

Of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, responding to 
the invitation of Virginia to send Commissioners to ·Washington. 

Of the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New J eTsey 
in relation to the Union of the States. 

Of the Leg'islature of the State of Minnesota on the state of the 
Union. 

Of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, proposing 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States. 

Of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
appointing Commissioners to meet at the city of Washington, such 
Commissioners as may be appointed by other States on the invita­
tiuIl of Virginia; also resolutions of the same Commonwealth rec­
ommending a call for a Convention of the United States. 

Of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, expressing 
the regret of the Legislature that the State of New York should 
have adopted resolutions tendering men and money to the Presi­
dent of the United States" to be used in coercing certain sovereign 
States of the South into obedience to the federal government." 

Of the General Assembly of the Stttte of Ohio, in reference to 
secession and other questions. 

EXECUTIVE DEPAIlTUEN'r, l 
Council Chamber, Feb. 12, 1861. ) 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 



GOVERNOR WASHDUHN'S MESSAGES. 

To the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives,' 

I herewith transmit joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan, on the state of'the Union. 

COUNUIL CHA~IBER, } 

February 14, 1861. 

ISRAEL 'WASHBURN, In. 

To the Senate and House of Rep'l'cl3entalires: 

I transmit herewith, a communication fi'om the Honorable Lot 
M. Morrill, "informing' me that the delegation in Congress from 
this State, have caused their names to be enrolled in the Conven­
tion at \Yashington, to which they were designated as Commit;­
sioners," by a resolve of the Legislature. 

ISRAEL WASIIBURN, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DEPART)IENT, I 

Feb. 14, 1861. f 

To the House of RejJl'eseniatil'es,' 

In obedience to the order of the House of Representatives, 
adopted on the fourteenth day of February instant, I herewith 
transmit two reports of the Commissioners appointed to settle with 
the late Treasurer, B. D. Peck, which I am advised are all that 
have been made on this subject. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARl']IEN'l', } 

Feb. 19, 1861. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 

'10 the Senate and House of Repl'csclltatiL'es,' 

I herewith communicate to the Legislature, a joint resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Texas, relative to coercion. 

EXECU'l'IYE DEPARTMENT, l 
Conncil Chamber, Feb. 19,1861. .I 

To the House of Repl'esentat·tl'es,' 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JH. 

In compliance with an order of the House of Representatjn~fl 
passed on the 18th of February instant, I herewith transmit the 
deed referred to therein from the city of Portland to the State of 
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92 GOYERNOR WASHBURN'S MESSAGES. 

lUaillC cOllveying the site of the Reform School at Cape Elizabeth; 
also a copy of an order of tIle Council passed October 19, 1853, 
which I am informed, are all that appeal' on the records and files 
of the Secretary of State bearing upon the inquiries contained in 
the order of the House of Representatives. 

It will be perccived from this statement that thcre is no ocua­
sion for the cxpression of an opinion on .my part upon the question 
whether" if the Institution should be changed in its character, or 
abolished, the property would belong to the State or to the city of 
Portland," as the House will be in possession of a;ll the facts in the 
case of which I have any knowledge. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DEI'AR1'~fENT, } 

Council Chamber, Feb. 20,1861. 

1'0 the ,senate and House of Reprcsentat'ives: 

I herewith transmit Joint Resolutiolls of the Illinois Legislature, 
requesting the Governor of that State to appoint Commissioners to 
the Convention now in session at \Vashington upon the invitation 
of the S tate of V irg'inia. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 
EXECUTIYE DEPAnnmNT, 1 

Council Chamber, Feb. 23, 1861. f 

To the Senate and ~fIouse q/ Representatives .. 

In compliance with ,Your request I have the honor to transmit a 
copy of the Address delivered by me bcfore the members of the 
Legislature and of the Executive Department of the State Govern­
ment on the 22d of Pebruar,Y instant. 

ISRAEL WASHBURN, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, } 

Council Chamber, ]'eb. 25, 1861. 

To the Senate and ~fI01lse of Repl'esentaii'ves: 

I herewith transmit a :rvremorial of the Legislature of Kansas in 
reference to the destitution and suffering in that section of our 
country, which was communicated to me by the Hon. 1. "M. Beebe, 



GOVERNOR WASHBURN'S MESSAGES. 

Governor of said Territory, with a request that I should cause it 
to be laid before you. 

I would ask your early attention to the subject to which it 
relates. 

ISRAEL IVASHBURN, JR. 

EXECUTIVE DEPAllT1fEX1', } 

Council Chamber, Feb. 28, 1861. 

Tv the HOllse of Repr'cscntatilJcs: 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives, copies of 
aU the acts and resolves of the Legislature relating' to the appoint­
ment of a Oommissioner (or agent) to prosecute the claims of the 
State of Maine against the general government bearing upon the 
question submitted to me by the order of the House passed Feb­
ruary 26, 1861, of which I have any knowledge; also copies of 
the proceedings of the Governor and Council upon the same 
subject. 

In addition to what appears in the c~pies of record herewith 
communicated, it is due to a full statement of the facts to say, that 
I am advised that at an informal meeting' of the Council, on the 
23,d of November, 1860, a majority of the Council present sup­
ported and voted for an order which was to the effect that the vote 
of the 14th of :March, 1860, consenting to the removal of George 
lIf. )Veston from the office of Commissioner at VI; ashington under 
the resolve of 1855, be reconsidered, 

No vote upon this order was taken, as I am informed, at any 
regular meeting of the Council, or when the Governor was pres­
ent, and there is no record of any action thel:eon. There has been 
no action by the Governor or Council for the current year upon 
this subject. 

I have been informed, and I believe it to be true, that Mr. Wes­
ton is now acting, or claiming to act, at IVashington, as agent of 
the State to prosecute its claims ag'ainst the United States. He 
has no other authority to do so than is derived from the proceed­
ings of the Legislature and of the Governor and Council already 
referred to. 

The claims of this state against the United States, so far as I 
am informed, are as follows: for interest on the Massachusetts 
War Debt, the principal having already been paid. It is illlpossi­
ble for me to say what this claim will amount to if finally allowed, 
as the time from which the intel;est will be computed is uncertain. 

Another claim is for lands set off for settlers, under the fourth 
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94 GO"EItNOIt WASHnURN'S )IESSAGES. 

3,l'ticle of the Treat.y of IYashington, and for all expenses incul'l'ed 
by the State in setting' ofT said lands. 

The value of' this claim is uncertain, for while the number of 
acres set off to 1he settlers under the treaty may be readily ascer­
tained by refeL'ence to the reports of'the Commissioners, I know of 
no data upon which to predicate an opinion as to the amount per 
acre that Congress would be disposed to allow for the land in the 
event of its recognition of'the elaim as 'valid and just. 

There is also It elaim for loss or spoliation of timber on the dis­
puted torritory, preyious to the Treaty of vVashington; but I haye 
110 means within my reach at this time of giying even an approxi­
mate estimate of'its probable amount. 

In addition to tlw foregoing, I have understood that the expenses 
of the extra session of the Legislature of 18,12, are regarded as a 
fair and proper sulucct of claim against the IT nited States. 

I hare 1I0 recollection or information of any other claim of tllis 
State- ag'ainst the general government, although thol'e may be 
others. 

ISRAEL W} .. SHBURN, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DEPART~fEl\T, ( 

Council Chamber, March 1, 1861. J 

To the Senate and .House of Repl'cscntaiircs: 

I herewith transmit a letter froIll J. C. G. Kennedy, Esq., cover­
ing 3, tabular statement of the ceusus of this State by counties, as 
appears by the returns of the census. 

ISHAEL WASHBURN, ,JR. 
EXECUTIVE DErART!!EN'r, } 

Council Chambcl', :March 4, 1861. 


