
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



lCTS AND RESOLVES 

PASSED DY TI!E 

THIRTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATUR,E 

OF THE! 

:S'TATE OF MAINE" 

185 9 I 

Published by the Soor-otn'l'Y of State, Ilgreel1bly to Resolves of June 28, 1820, Febl'Ullry 
26, 1840, Ilnd March 16, 1842. 

AUGUSTA: 

STEVENS & SAYWARD, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1859. 



PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF ~IAINE. 

1859 . 



AROOSTOOK RAILROAD COMPANY. 107 
him and certify the fact upon the writ, and the debtor shall there- CHAP. 119. 
upon be discharged from arrest by the person having him in custody. Discharge. 

SECT. 3. The seventh section is also amended, so as to read as 
follows, to wit: 

SECT. 7. If the debtor is discharged from arrest, no execution 
issuing on the judgment in the suit or process, shall run against his 
body, but. against his property only. 

[Apprond April 4, 1859.] 

An act to aid the Aroostook Railroad Company, inorease the value and promote the 
sale and settlement of the publio lands. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. All the public lands shall hereafter be managed and 
sold under the direction of the governor, council, state treasurer 
and the land agent, for the time being, and they are hereby consti­
tuted a board for that purpose; and the governor, state treasurer 
and the land agent, in the absence of the council Bhall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of the business hereby confided to them. 
Said board shall, from time to time, cause all lands suitable for set­
tlement, to be surveyed into lots of one hundred and sixty acres 
each, and cause the character of each lot to be noted on the plan or 
plans of such survey, to be retained in the land office. And the 
board shall cause a minimum price to be noted on each lot. The 
land agent may thereupon, under their direction, sell and convey 
such lots or parts of lots, at that price, or at a higher price, not 
however exceeding in any case one dollar an acre to an actual 
settler, nor more than one hundred and sixty acres be sold and con­
veyed to anyone person. And every purchaser beside the payment 
of one dollar per acre shall be required within two years from the 
date of his purchase to establish his residence on his lot, and within 
four years from such date to clear on each lot not less than fifteen 
acres, ten of which shall be laid down to grass, and to build a com­
fortable 'dwelling house on it, and if the purchaser fails to perform 
any of the foregoing duties required of him, he forfeits all right to 
the land, and it may be sold to another person. 

Timber lands may be sold for a price exceeding one dollar per 
acre at private sale or at auction, under such regulations as the above 
named board may prescribe, after giving six months notice thereof. 
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Any person may purchase a lot paying the full price thereof at the 
time of the execution of the deed, which conveyance shall require 
the performance of settling duties by the purchaser or his grantee 
in actual occupation thereof; and all conveyances made by such 
purchaser or those claiming under him shall be valid, in case of an 
actual occupation of the same by the party holding the title and 
performing the settling duties set forth in said deed. In all other 
cases, upon every such sale of a settling lot, one-fourth part of the 
consideration shall be paid in two years from the date of his deed, 
and the remainder in equal payments, in one, two and three years 
after the first payment, and all with intetest from the date of the 
deed. Nothing however expressed in this act shall have the effect 
to preclude the land agent from selling and conveying lots to such 
persons as have applied for them, and have designated the lots in 
their respective applications, under the law, as it existed at the time 
when their several applications may have been made. The board 
hereby constituted, shall make return of their doings to each regu­
lar session of the legislature. 

SECT. 2. Lands set apart and designated, under the direction of 
the land agent for schools, and such as have been designated as 
soldiers' lands, all lands which the land agent is authorized to con­
vey to literary institutions, and foul' townships of said land, situated 
one in Oxford county, one in Franklin county, one in Somerset 
county and one in Piscataquis county, to be selected under the 
direction of the board named in the first section of this act; the 
proceeds of sales of which are to be expended in the several coun­
ties in which they are situated for roads, and lands, which may be 
selected by persons in exchange for other lands, under the authority 
of the state, and lands heretofore conveyed by the state, by concli­
tional deeds, on which the state may hereafter receive the purchase 
money, are not to be affected by the provisions of this act. But the 
proceeds of the sales of the other public lands, including those 
which may be received or obtained by way of exchange, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, are hereby appropriated and set apart 
for the following purposes, namely: a sum, not exceeding ten thou­
sand dollars, is to be reserved and expended in completing the Fish 
river state road, extending from the Aroostook river to FOl t Kent, 
hut not more than two thousand dollars of this appropriation is to 
be expended in anyone year. And a sum not exceeding twelve 
hundred dollars, of which not more than five hundred dollars is to 
be expended in anyone year, is to be reserved and appropriated for 
completing the Violet brook state road. Said expenditures to be 
made from time to time, as the legislature lllay direct. All the 
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residue of the proceeds of said sales are hereby granted and appro­
priated, under the comlitions and limitations hereinafter expressed, 
to aid the Aroostook Railroad Oompany, incorporated by an act, 
approvcd March twenty-seventh, in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and fifty-eight, in constructing their railroad, extending 
from a point at or ncar l'.fattawamkeag village, or from any point 
between Milford and Mattawamkeag, in an easterly direction to the 
easterly boundary of the state, where it may be most convenient for 
a connection with a railroad from tho city of Saint John, in the 
province of New Brunswick to the said boundary. Also to aid in 
constructing a branch railroad to Houlton, or a distance of twenty­
five miles from any point in their railroad, in the direction of the 

state lands, in the county of Aroostook; the point of departure to 
be determined by said company, with the approval of the board 
named in the first section of this act. And said railroad from Mil­
ford to Mattawamkeag and to the boundary, and said branch shall 
bc considered to he the railroad, authorized by the act of incorpora­
tion of said company. 

SECT. 3. The grant made by the state to the Aroostook Railroad 
Oompany, of the proceeds of the sales of the public lnnds, as pro­
vided in this act to aid said company in constructing and completing 
that part of their railroad extending from a point at or near Matta­
wamkeag village, or from any point between Mattawamkeag and 
Milford, and extending in an easterly direction to the easterly 
boullllltry of the state, and the branch railroad extending as de­
scribed in the preceding section, is made in consideration of, and on 
the express condition, that said Aroostook Railroad Oompany shall 
have commenced constructing that part of their railroad extending 
from Milford to Mattawamkeag, on or before the first of September, 
eighteen hundred and sixty, and shall have completed the same in 
all its parts, with the necessary furniture and equipments, and put 
it in running order the whole distance from said Milford to Matta­
wamkeag, within three years thereafter. And on the further condi­
tion that the part of their railroad extending from the Milford and 
Mattawamkeag section of it to the eastern boundary of the state, 
and the branch towards the state lands shall be commenced as soon 
after the completion of that section of their railroad, extending from 
Milford to Mattawamkeag, as there is a sufficient sum of money 
in the treasury received from the proceeds of the sales of lands 
appropriated for this purpose to warrant such commencement, and 
when said company shall have completed ten miles of it, the board 
named in the first section of this act shall then determine what is 
in their judgment a fair proportion of the whole appropriation for 
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ten miles, and said company shall be thcn entitled to that amount, 
and the· governor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant for the 
same, in favor of said company, if there be so much of the funds 
hereby appropriated in the treasury, and if not, for so much of it as 
there may be on hand, and the balance as soon as it shall be received, 
as hereinbefore providcd by the treasurer. And when an additional 
ten miles of said road shall have been constructed, the alllount to be 
paid to said company shall be ascertained in like manner, and pay­
ment made from the treasury as aforesaid. And like proceedings shall 
be had as each succeeding ten miles shall have been completed until 
said roads are completed and the whole appropriation expended. 

SECT. 4. All expenditures by the land office relative to and on 
account of the lands, tile proceeds of the sales of which are appro­
priated by this act, including salaries of officers, are to be paid 
annually out of the proceeds of the sales of said lands. 

SEc'r 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro­
visions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

SECT. 6. No appropriation of the proceeds of the public lands 
shall be made to aid in building a railroad from Milford to a point 
at or near Mattawamkeag point. 

SECT. 7. It is hereby declared to be the true intent and purpose 
of this act to sell the public lands berein designated in the most 
judicious method that can be devised, to obtain for them their full 
value, to promote the settlement of such as are suitable therefor, 
and, after deducting expenses and other sums hereinbefore named, 
to grant the balance of the proceeds of sales to the use of said com­
pany upon the conditions hereinbefore specified; and to these ends 
and no other, the legislature reserves the power to change the pro­
visions of this act relating to the mode of disposition and sales of 
the public lands, when it may be necessary to correct abuses, or 
otherwise to promote the declared intent and purpose of this act. 

SECT, 8. The aldermen of cities, selectmen of towns, and assess­
ors of plantations, shall on or before the first Monday in June, in 
the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, issue theil' 
warrants notifying the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns 
and plantations, qualified to vote for the choice of state officers, to 
assemble in ward, town and plantation meeting, on the second Mon­
day of June, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty­
nine, to give in their votes in relation to the foregoing act. 

SECT. 9. At such meetings: said qualified voters shall give in 
their ballots as follows: those in favor of said act shall give in their 
ballots with the WOl'ds "for the act" written 01' printed thereon; 
and those opposed to the act shall give in their ballots with the 



REVISED STATUTE3. 111 
"Words, "against the act" written or printed thereon; said ballots OHAP. 120. 
shall be received, sorted, counted, and lists thereof made out and - lists of, how 

to be Ulade out. 
returned to the office of the secretary of ::rtate by the clerks of said retluned and 

cOUilted, 
cities, towns and plantations in the same manner as Totes for sena-
tors, on or before the twelfth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, and the governor and council shall 
immediately thereafter sort and count the same, and forthwith cause 
the state of the vote to be published by the printer of the state, and 
the governor shall issue his proclamation declaring the majority vote Proclamation 

of governor. 
SO returned. 

SECT. 10. The proceedings at the special election ordered by 
this act shall be in accordance with the provisions of chapter foUl' of 
the revised statutes, so far as applicable thereto. 

Prooeedings Il~ 
olection. 

SEOT. 11. If it shall appear by the proclamation and return of Effeot of the 

the votes aforesaid, that upon a majority of the ballots so returned,· r~!:t~:. proc­

the words "for the act" are written or printed, then this act shall 
take effect and bein force from and after the first day of August 
next, but if it shall appear by said proclamation and return, that 
upon a majority of the ballots so returned, the words "against the 
act" are written or printed, then this act shall be inoperative and 
void. 

[Approved April 4, 1850.] 

An act to amond section first of ohapter seventy-foul' of the revised statutes, relating t() 
tho attestation of wills. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows·: 

SECT. 1. The first section of the seventy-fourth chapter of the 
revised statutes, is hereby amended, by striking out the words" dis­
interested and," and adding thereto, the words" not beneficially in­
terested under the provisions of the will;" so that the whole of said 
section shall read as follows: 

SECT. 1. A person of sound mind and of the age of twenty-one 

years, may dispose of his real and personal estate by will, in writ­
ing signed by him, or by some person for him at his request, and in 
his presence, and subscribed in his presence by three credible attest­
ing witnesdes, not beneficially interested under the provisions of the 
will. 
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