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:SPECIAL LAWS AND RESOLYESr-KANSAS AFFAIRS AND SLA VERY. 

Resolve repealing Il. "Resolve concerning the speeiallaws nnd resolves." 

49 
CHAP. 110. 

Resolved, That a "Resolve concerning the sl)ecial laws and Speclallows and 
resolves, resolve 

11csolves," approved April fourteenth, eighteen hunured and fifty- concerning, repealed. 

seven, he and is hereby repealed. 

[Approved April 15, 1857.] 

STATE OF MAINE. 

\l~HE Committee, to which was refel'red so much of the Governor's 

Message as l'elates to Kansas Affairs and Slavery, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

':The purposes and policy of the slave power, as developed within the 

last few yea1's, have filled the minds of the friends of fl'ee institutions 

with apprehension and alarm. The government of the United States, 

which was instituted to protect and perpetu&te human freedom, has 

:been rlubverted from .its original design, to protect and perpetlwte 

.human slavery. 

By the original policy of the government, the whole of the national 

domain was devoted to the purposes of freedom . 

. In one thousand eight hundred and twenty, by the Missonri compro

mise act, a part of the national domain was, by implication, at least, 

conceded to slavery, and now the slave power boldly claims the whole, 

for its own purposes. 

In ,the earlier and more virtuous days of the republic, slavery was 

almoBt unive!'sally regal'ded as a grea.t moral, social and political evil, 

at wat' with the common ideas of justice, and the principles upon which 

nul' government was founded. vVltshington, Jefferson, Ml1disonand 

Patrick Henry, in common with many other illustrious southern l;nen, 

reglH'ded its abolition as an object of desire. A spirit of tuler:ltion was 

invoked for it, until, by the .influences of OUI' ffee institutions, it 'should 

ultimately disappear, and be numbel'ed with the institutions of the ,past. 

It was regarded as strictly a lucal institution, depending for existence 

upon the force of local laws, and it" extension was not expected nor 

.desia·ed. 

It p-xisted,;in a mitigated form, for some years aftel' the adoption of 

the constitution, in some of the present free "tates, but it early disap

peared, in ,obedience to the spirit of the times and the influences of 

advancing civilization. It was supposed that such would be its fate, at 

no distant day, wherever it existed in the United .States. 
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CHAP. 111. In eighteen hundred twenty,a new policy was inaugUl'atecT. By all' 

unfortunate compromise slavery was permitted to go into Missouri, 

under the sanction of the federal government. 

The proposition to admit l'vIisSOUl'i with slavery met witIP great oppo

sition in congress and throughout the country, it being the first depart

ure from the earTy policy of the government in relation to· the exten

sion of slavery. Several slave states were subsequently admitted into 

tlHl Union, with but little opposition. 

In eighteen hundred forty.five, after a severe and somewhat pro

tracted political struggle, Texas was annexed to, the United States for 

the triple purposp, of perpetuating slavery in that territory, rendering 

slave property more seCUl'e in Louisiana and Arkan5as, and increasing 

the value of human flesh in thp, older slave states. 

Since the year seventeen hundred ninety-three, the territory ob· , 

tained by the United States, by conquest and pl11'chase, has cost more 

than eight hundred millions of dollars. More than three-fourths this 

amount has been paid by the free states. And yet, from the territory 

thus obtained and paid for, five states have been given to slavery and 

but two to freedom. 

In the year eighteen hundred and fifty, the compromise measures, 

including the fugitive slave law, were passed by congress, as an alleged 

adjustment of the whole slavery question. 

It was now confidently predicted that the agitation of slavery would 

cease. The two then existing great political parties concmred in the 

declal'ation that they would resist a,renewal of Ihe agitation. 

Upon the basis of this adjustment, MI'. Pierce was subsequently made 

president with almost unparalleled unanimity. 

He entered upon the discharge of his official duties with a solemll 

pledge,' voluntarily made, that by no offieial act of his should the peace 

of the country he disturbed, in the renewld of the agitation of the 

qllestion of slavery. 

lHany people, losing sight of the faet that freedom and slavery are 

eternal antagonisms, hoped that the peace would be permanent. 

But in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, tbe people of the 

free states were startled by a Hew and alarming movement of the slave 

power. 

A proposition was made in eongress to repeal the Missouri compro

mise act. By this act Missouri had boen admitted Into tbe Union with 

slavery, after a long anel earnest opposition by the people of the north

ern states, in consideration of the perpetual prohibition of slavery in the 

present territories of Kansas and Nebraska. 

Missouri had taken her place amollg the states, had added her influ

ence to the potent influelJce of the slave power for a period of thirty 

years, by virtue of the compromise act, and now this power steps 

boldly forward with a pl'o]losition to deprive the northern states (lf, the 

benefit of the Alavery restrietion, as relating to the territories of Kansai?' 
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und Nebraska. The agitation of the slavery question was thus rei1ewed 

with increased intensity. The excitement in the free statfls was with. 

Dut .parallel in the whole history of legislation upon the question of 

slavery. 
'rhe friends of free institutions we('e fiiled with indignation at the 

ht'each of faith involved in the proposed repeal of the slavery restriction, 

All classes joined to swell the voice of earnest remonstrance. 

So nearly universal was the opposition to this measure, in the free 

states, it was a raro thing to find a person even among the "natural 

allies of slavery" to effer for it any apulogy, But the slave power 

pushed the measure with rdentless determination, and having control 

of the administration and the patronage of the government, it was 

carried, and Kansas was opened to slavery. 

There seemed one opportunity left to confer upoa Kansas the inesti. 

mabIe blessings of freedom. By the act organizing a government for 

that territory, it was declared that" the true intent and t'neaning of the 

act is not to legislate slavery into any state 01' territory, 01' pxclude it 

therefrom; but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form nnd 

regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the 

constitLltion of the United States." 

The people of the free states now propused to go into the territory, 

;;ettle there in good faith, and detormine the matter peaeeably at the 

ballot box, in strict compliance with the terllls of the organic act. But 

at the election they found themselves surrounded by new diffiel11tifls. 

The doctrine of popillar sovereignty, whiuh lind been felL1l1d so conve. 

nient and efficient in breaking down the slavery restriction, now stood 

in the way of the purposes of the slave power, and the elections were 

controlled by anned invasions from Missouri. The present legislative

assembly of Kansns was elected by citizens of Missouri, and many af\' 

its members were not, at the time of their election, nor had tbey eyer' 

been, citizens of Kansas. This gov81'lll11ent of Kansas, which is one of,' 

the most monstl'ous usurpations which the world has ever know.n,. 

receives the sanction,and protection of the federal government. The' 

whole doctrine of popular sovereignty was repudiated first by the slave· 

power, anel then, at the demand of the slave power, by the' fedcral·, 

government. 

Of the laws of the Kansas legislative assembly, it is aot necessary' 

here to speak. 'rJwil' character is sufficiently well known to the public;. 

The acts of tyranny and outl'Uge which were perpetrated in tltA name 

of law and order, in that ill-fated tel'l'itory, through a. succession of' 

many months, for the purpose of exterminating the free state settlers; 

are also well known. 

It may not be improper, however, to introduce an extract from the 

late message of Gov. Geary, to show the state of affairs in KansaR wben· 

he entered upon the discharge of his official duti~s tlwl~e, He says : 

51 
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",The territory was declared by the acting governor to be in a slate 

of insurrection; the civil authority was powerless-entirely without 

capacity to vindicate the majesty of the law, and restore the broken 

peace; the existing difficulties of a far more complicated character' 
than 1 had anticipated; predatory bands, whose sole aim, unrelieved 

by the mitigation of political causes, was assassination j arson, plunder' 
and rapine, had undisturbed possession of some portions of the territory, 

while every part of it was kept in constant alarm and tenor; un offend. 
iug and peaceable citizens were dri'oen from their homes; others 
murdered in their own dwellings, which were given to the flames; 

that sacred respect for woman, which has characterized all civilized 

nations, seemed in the hour of mad excitement to be forgotten; partisan 

feeling, on all sides, intensely excited by a question which inflamed 

the entire nation, almost closed the minds of the people against me t 

the most unfortunate suspicions prevailed; in isolated country places 

no man's life was safe; robberies and murders were of daily occur· 
rence; nearly every fW'm house was deserted; and no tr'aveler could 
safe7y ventu're on the highway without an escort. This sta te of affairs 

was greatly aggravated by the interference of prominent politicians 
olltslde of the territory. 

"The foregoing is but a faint outline of the fearful condition of things 

which ruled Kansas and convulsed the nation. The full picture will 

be drawn by the iron pen of impartial history, and the actors in the 

various scenes will be assigned their true positions." 

It will be seen that the testimony of Gov. Geary confirms, in a most 

remarkable manner, the representations made by the free state settlers 

of Kansas, of outrage and violence, which prevailed for many months 

in t~le territory. 

As with individuals, so with governments, there is great danger in 

the first wrong step. The admission of Missouri into the Union with 

slavery, has been followed by a suecession of demands by the slave 

power, and corresponding concessions by the free states, until constitu

tional liberty in this country is threatened with final. and irretrievable 
overthrow. 

The slave power, eneouraged by a succession of important victories, 

is now putting forth new and alarming assumptions. Rendered bold 

and defiant by its successes, it seeks 110 new compromises, but claims 

to have slavery recognized as the supreme law of the land, by Vil'tuo 

of the constitution of the United States. 

So far now from apologizing for the existence of slavery, it claims 

for it the sunction of Ohristianity. It declares it to be necessary and 

right, and the natural and normal condition of the laboring man, whether 
white or black. 

The doctrine is I'apidly gaining ground in the southern states, that the 

laboring man, without regard to color, should be owned by thc co pitulisL 
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Free institutions, including free farms, free labor, fl'ee presses and 

free schools, are denounced with unsparing severity. Northern men 

who adhere to the fortunes of the slave power may not yet be ready to 
endorse these doctrines, but they will come to it at last. Some of them 

have already done so. One of the New York city presses, which aided 

the present administration into power, in speaking of the poor white 

people of that city, says: 
"Sell the parents of these children into slavery. Let our legislature 

pass a law, that whoever will take these parents and take care of them 

and their offspring, in sickness and in health, clothe them, feed them, 

and house them, shall be legally entitled to theil' service; and let the 

same legislature decree that whoever receives these parents and their 
children, and obtains their services, shall take care of them as long as 

they live." 
The slave power repudiates also the doctrine that slavery is a local 

institution. When it was found that popular sovereignty stood in the 

way of enslaving Kansas, it was discarded, and a new doctrine intel'

posed to meet the exigency. This doctrine is, "that the constitution of 

the United States recognizes and protects slavery, wherever that in

strument extends." It is claimed that "the right of a southern man to 
his slave is equal in its length and breadth to the right of a northern 

man to his horse," and that the" south should make the recognition of' 
this right full, complete and indisputable." This doctrine means that 

slaveholders may take their slaves where they please, and demand the 

protection of the federal government. It throws down the last barrier 

to the extension of slavery into the territories or states, and so far as it 

relates to the territories, it has received the sanction of the highest 

tribunal in the land. 

It requires but a single additional step of judicial tyranny to legalize 

slavery all over the United States, and the monument which was erected 

at Bunker's Hill, to commemorate the first battle for American liberty, 

may yet cast its shadow over the auction block of the slave trader. 

The public mind has awaited with great interest the first indication 

of the policy which would be pursued by the administration which has 

just come into power, in relation to the question of slavery. The views 

of the new president upon the doctrine of sq ualler sovereignty having 

been made public almost simultaneously with the late decision of the 

supreme court of the United States, in the Dred Scott case, and being 

interpreted by that decision, are full of significance. 

In his message the president says: "Congl'ess is neither to legislate 

slavery into territories or states, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to 

leave the people perfectly 'free to form and rogulate their domestic in

stitutions in their own way, subject only to the constitution of the United 

States." Thus, his views on the question of slavery in the territories' 

are announced in the language of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. The 
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question of slavery is confessedly the mosl important question upon 

which the people of the territories are called to act. When may they 

act upon this question? The president goes on to say: "A differenc0 

of opinion has arisen in regard to the time when the people of a terri~ 

tory may decide this question for themselvrs. It has been my indi

vidual opinion that, under the Nebraska-Kansas act, the appropriate 

period will be when the number of actual residents in the territory 

shall justify the formation of a constitution, wilh a vie,'" of its admission 

as a state into the Union." 

They are not to decide this question, then, till their numbers shall 

justify the formation of a constitution. This may be five, ten, fifteen, 

or twenty years, and during this whole time they are not to be allowed 

to exercise the rights of ijqualter sovereign!y, at all, upon the question 

of tbe most vital importance. And this is tantamount to being allowed 

no action upon the question of slavery, for dUl'ing this period of sus

pended squatter sovereignty, the institution may strike its roots so deeply 

into the soil of the territories, as to defy all efforts for its extermination. 

Practically this doctrine is precisely the same as the southern doctrine. 

The slave power claims the right for the slave holder, of going into 

the tel'l'itories in spite of squatter sovereignty. The president proposes 

to suspend squatter sovereignty to let them go into the territories with 

their slaves. And when slavc1'y is hopelessly fastened to a territory, 

then the people may vote to exclude it. 

The whole quest; 'n having been thus settled by the president and 

supreme court of the United States, the president asks, with great sim

plicity: "May we not then hope, that the long agitation of this subject 

is approaching an end, and that the geographical parties to which it 

has given birth, so much dreaded by the father of this country, will 

~peedily become extinct. * * * * * 
" This question of domestic slavery is of far greater importance than 

any mere political question, because, should the agitation continue, it 

might eventually endanger the personal safely of a large portion of 

our countrymen, where Ihe instilution exists." 
The president and his friends, who so much deprecate agitation on 

account of the danger which it involves, should know that those who 

[,re engaged in the commission of great crimes against mankind, are 

always in danger, and the mere cessation of agitation will not save 

them from the retribution which must and will \1ltimately overtake 

them. 

The president also says: "No nation in the tide of time has ever 

been blessed with so rich and noble an inheritance as we enjoy in the 

public lands. ., * * We should never forget that it is Ollr cardinal 

policy to preserve these lands as much as may be, for actual settlers. 

* * "' \Ve shall thus not only best promote the prosperity of the 

new states, by furnishing them with a hardy and independent race of 
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honest, industrious citizens, but shall sec me homes fOI' our children, OHAP. 111. 
·and children's childl'on, as well as for those exiles from foreign shores, 

who may seek in this country to improve their condition, and to enjoy 

the blessings of civil and religi0us liberty." 

But the policy which the president propuses to pursue in relation to 

those public lands, must inevitably give the finest portions of them to a 

system of shiftless, thriftless and impovcrishing labor, to the utter exclu

sion not only of the children of the citizens of free state~, but those 

{l,'{iles from fureign shores, who may seek to improve their condition 

in this country. Men whose only capital is good health, good charac

ter and strong sinews, seldom go into a community where labor is 

degt'aded by heing brought in contact with slavery. 

MI'. Jefferson has said: "Et'ror ceases to be ·dangerous, when reason 

is left free .to combat it." Nothing sholVs moro forcibly the dangerous 

character of slavery, lhan the determined efforts of its supporters to 

shield it from investigation. Freedom of speech and of the press exist 

only in nanlP., in the southern states. An unrelenting spirit of ostracism 

closes all lips which would speak in favor of freedom. The same 

spirit has extended into congress, and fOI' many years attempts have 

been made to suppress the freedom of debate there. A few t11mlths 

ago, one of our most accomplished statesrnen, WhOSB voice had on 

vatious occasions been eloquently and effectively raised in behalf of 

ft'ee institutions, was nearly assassinated in his own seat, in the senate 

chamber, the place where, above all others, he should have been 

.secme ft'om personal violence.. The sQ.vel'eign state of Massachusetts 

was thus deprived of one-half itg l'~pl'esentation in the senate, at a most 

critic'al juncture. 

The unfortunate man who perpetrated this act, has been the object 

·of severe rebuke, but the re~ponsibility should be placed where it 

,belongs, upon the system under whose adverse influences he was ~du

cated, and by whose spirit this act was demanded at his hands. It was 

,not Himply a blow, intlicted by a southern man upon a northern man, 

.but an attack of the slave power upon constitutional freedom. 

In reviewing the objections against slal'ery, we assllrt that it repu

diates the truths of the declaration ,of independence~it contravenes 

each speciftc purpose for which the constitution of the United States 

was adopted, as set forth in the preamble to that instrument-it lives 

upon the toil and sweat of unpaid labor-it buys and sells human 

beings, as oxen and horses are bought and sold-it impiously claims 

that slavery is the natmal and normal condition of the laboring man, 

whether white or black-it excludes free white laborers from all 

territory where it obtains the ascendency-it withholds the means of 

education from the masses-it tolerates no opinions adverse to its own 

interests--:-it boasts of the superior strength and security of its own 

,,;ociety, and yet iii1 thrown into great alarm when ,a few slaves are found 
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together at unnsllaltimes, in unusual places-it seeks to govern ei-ghteelll 

millions of freemen by an odious oligarchy of foul' hundred thousand l 

Rlaveholders-it bends to its own purposes the supreme court of the 

United States, and forces that tribunal which was formerly the· bulwark 

of libcrty, to sanction the most monstrous schemE's fIJI' the propagandism 

of slavel-y-it demands an entire fulfillment of all the conditions of aU 

compromises which inure to its own benettt, and basely repudiates all 

the conditions of all compromises which inure to the benefit of freedom, 

when such conditions stand in the way of its own purposes. 

The free people of Maine will never consent to the expansion or 
such a system as this. Disclaiming now, as they always have, any 

intention of interfe"ing with slavery where it exists under state juris. 

diction, it is believed that, with a full appreciation of all the responsi. 

bility which attaches to the act, they are ready to say in the language 

of Mr. vVebster: "Our opposition to the further extension of local 

slavery in this country, 01' to the increase of slaye representation in 

congress, is general and universal. It has no reference to. limits of 

latitude or points of the compass. vVe shall oppose all such extcnsion 

and all such increase, in all places, at all times, under all circumstances, 

eyen against all inducemelJts, against all supposed limitations of great 

interests, against all combinations, against all compromises." 

In closing this report, it will be proper to refer briefly to thA present 

state of affairs in Kansas. AhcJUt the time of the presidential election,> 

there was a material change of policy in the territory. Judge Lccompte 

was removed, at the demand of Gov. Geary, for gross juuicial miscon

duct. Marshal Donaldson resigned his commissiQn, and Buford and 

Titus, who had been conspicuous leadE'rs in the war upon the free state 

settlers, retired from thc territory, the former to his home in GeQrgia, 

and the latter to a congenial field of operations in Central America. 

Since that time, the free state settlers have enjoyed a measure of peace . 

. The destitution and suffering which existed for many months in the 

territory, has, to a great extent, been relieved by the generous contri

butions of a sympathizing public. About one hundr€d thousand dollars· 

in money, provisions, and substantial clothing, was sent into the terri. 

tory through the National Kansas Committee. Large sums fOllnd theil' 

way there throngh other channels. If there should be a recurrence of 

destitution and want. it will be promptly met ill the SRme manner. 

Nothing has been done by congress or the legislative assembly of 

Kansas to relieve, materially, the settlers from the odioLls legislation 

which has cursed the territory for so many months. On the eQntrary, 

if late reports are to be credited, new acts of a more tyrannical char

acter have been added to the list. 

Intelligence of fresh acts of violence and outrage has also been 

received, and there is reason to Rppl'ehend that the struggle between 

freedom and slavery, on the soil of Knust\s, is not yet terminated~ 
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All accounts concur in representing that the emigration to the terri· 

tory withiu the next few months will be very largf., and that by it the 

preponderance of the fre'e state settlers will be greatly increased. 

It is due Gov. Geary to say, that he has declared his intention to 

have justice done all parties, and to preserve the pmity Glf the ballot 

box. But his approval of the late o'dious legislation which has just 

pussed the legislative assembly, is certainly calculated to weaken the 

confidence of the public in his professions. 

The late decision of the supreme court of the United States, in the 

case of Drecl Scott, considered in connection with the president's meso 

sage and the constitution of the new cabinet, certainly looks ominous 

for the cause of freedom, not only in Kansas, but everywhere in the 

United States. By this decision, no person of the Afric:ln race, although 

he may have a skin as white, an intellect as towerin~ and character' as 

pure and noble as any judge upon that bench, can be a citizen of the 

United Stales, under the constitution. 

Dred Scott, who, according to judge McLean, is f.~e by the decisions, 

of the last twenty.eight years, is doomed, with his family, to slavery. 

More than eighty years ago, in the celeb~ated Somersett case, Eng" 

land, through the voice of the highest tribmnal, uttered tbe mandate" 

"Let the negro go free," and immediately the shackles fell from the 

limbs of the last slave on English soil, and since that time it has been 

the boast of Englishmen, that no slave can breathe the ail' of England, 

In eighteen hundred and filty-seven, in the case of Dred Scott, the 

highest tribunal of the United States, the boasted land of the free and 

home of the brave, utters the mandate, let the negro with his 'Wife ana 
children be doomed to returnless brmdage. 

By this deeision, also, the Missomi compromise was unconstitutional" 

the right of slaveholder1s to go into the territories with their slaves is 

affirmed, and it is not within the power of the federal govel'l1ment ~0 

arrest th~ deep, dark, turbid waters of that foul system, which is destroy

ing the fairest portion of this continent. 

The cabinet of the new president is more intensely southern than 

any preceding cabinet. FoUl' of its seven members are southern men, 

und have the distribution of nendy the whole of the governmental 

patronage. The three northern members have no sympathies in eom~ 

mon with the masses of the northern states. 

The one million three hundred thousand men who cast their suffrages 

in the last election for the great intel'ests of free labor, are not repre~ 

sented in that cabinet. New England, New York, Ohio, Michigan, 

'Wisconsin and Iowa, with their vast agricultural, manufacturing and 

commercial interests, are not represented in that cabinet. 

It was constituted solely with reference to the wants and interests of 

the fom hundred thousand slaveholders of the south, to the utte): exclu
sion of eighteen millions of free inhabitants of the nation. 
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The slave power now has control of the president, cabinet, congress, 

judiciary, treasury, army and navy. Nevel' befote were the free states 

placed in a position so humiliating. Never before did the n:creallcy 

of northern men with southern principles, stand out in the presence of 

the wodd so conspicuously. ,Nevel' before did the bitter words of John 

Randolph apply with such significance as now, when he said: "We do 

not govern them (the northern people) by our black slaves, but by their 

own white slaves. 'Ve know what we are doing. "'e have conquered 

you once, and can and will conquer you again. Ay, sir, we will drive 

you to the wal1, and when we have you there once more, we mean to 

keep you there, and nail you down like base coin." 

ELlt thIS is no time to indulge in feelings of despondency, nor is there 

-any occasion for despondency. The free soil movement, feeble at the 

beginning, and despised because it was feeble, has become a power ill 

the land. The revolution in public sentiment is going irresistibly for

ward. This sentiment, represented by one million three hundred 

thousand voters in the northern states, with the warm sympathies and 

best wishes of thousands of true men in the south, [tnd vindicated by 

the moral sense of the world, is going steadily on to final triumph. 

Those old truths of the Declaration of Independence, whic.h are de

nounced by modern political infidelity, as rheto.J;ical flourishes, and 

glittering and sounding generalities, have assumed a new and startling 

significance, and will yet shake the nation with omnipotent power. 

The agitation of the question of human freedom will go on, in spite 

of opposition from presidents and cabinets, from dominant political 

:parties and judicial decisions, until not only America will be free, but 

~he shouts of enft'Unchised millions, like the morning drum beat of the 

British nation, shall follow the sun in his circuit round the globe. 

LYNDON OAK, 
G. W. HATHAWAY, 
SAMUEL WASSON, 
C. P. CHANDLER, 
.EBENEZER WELLS, 
W. H. PARLIN, 

A. GARCELON, 
SAMUEL H. ALLEN, 
J. B. MORRISON. 

Rusolves relating to Kansas affairs nnd slavery.. 

Resolved, That the only principles on which .the rightful exist

',mce of any civil government can be vindicated, ar,e the self evident 
In;inciples of the declaration of American independence, viz: that 

.all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their creator 

wr.i.th certll,in unalienable rig.hts, that among these are life, liberty, 
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and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, govern
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or abolish it, and institute new' government, laying its founda
tions on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form as 
to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 

Resolved, That the constitution of the United States was Q.esigned 
to be in harmony with these principles, and to carry them into effect 
to the utmost extent practicable in the then existing circumstances 
of the country; that the ohjects for which it was adopted are avowed 
in its preamble, viz: to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, pro
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to the 
people of the United States and their posterity; and although it 
withholds from the general government the power to abolish by 
legislative, or judicial, or executive action, the practice of slave
holding within the several states, or to suppress any other local 
wrong which may be committed within the exclusive sphere of state 
jurisdiction, and leaves with the state authorities alone the power 
and responsibility of suppressing such local vioiations of the rights 
of man, it is itself an absolute law of impartial liberty to the full 
exten t of federal jurisdiction; allowing no man under that j urisdic
tion to be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due process 
of law; authorizing no crime, permitting no oppression; and outside 
of state limits, guaranteeing the security of freedom to all human 
beings under its exclusive authority, who have not forfeited their 
liberty by crime. 

Resolved, That the doctrines now extensively and boldly avowed, 
viz: that the extension of slavery with the extending area of om 
country over the territory previou:;;ly free, and the perpetuation of it 
there, are among the ol~jects of our national union; that the consti
tution, by its own force, authorizes slavery in every territory of the 
United States, which ~here is no legislative power competent to 
prohibit; and that a slaveholder of any slaveholding state has a 
constitutional right to carry his slaves into any other state, and 
there to hold them in slavery, anything in the constitution and laws 
of the state into which he may carry them, to the contrary notwith
standing-are d0ctrines which, in the early days of our republic, 
never obtained the support of any of the leading statesmen of the 
slave states themselves. 

Resolved, That the Missouri compromise, so called, was a con
cession on the part of nOIJ-slaveholding states for the sake of peace; 
and was virtually and morally a solemn compact between the slave-
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holding states on the one hand, and the non-slaveholding states on 
the other; that the violation of that compact by the repeal of that 
prohibition, after all the territory lying south of that line ha,d been 
taken possession of by slavery, was a gross breach of fa,ith towa,rds 
the free sta,tes; and that the series of wrongs so begun and con
tinued by the odtrages subsequently perpetra,ted in Kansas, and 
sanctioned by the late national administration, for the obvious pur-

. pose of forcing the system of slavery on a reillctant people, ought 
to arouse every friend of his country to put forth the most strenuous 
exertions, by every lawful and constitutional means in his power, to 
arrest, if possible, our na,tional progress in the pra,ctice of despotism. 

[Approved April 15, 1857.] 

Resolves in rell1tion to the deoision of the snpreme oourt of the United Stl1tes, in the 
cnse of Dred Scott. 

vVhereas, The supreme court of the United States, in the recent 
Case of Dred S?ott, over which it expressly declared it Imd no 
jurisdiction, has undertaken to pronounce an extra, judicia,l opinion, 
prohibiting the people of the United States from any control of the 
question of slavery within the territories of the United States, 
either through congress, or local governments instituted under the 
authority of congress, or otherwise; and, 

Whereas, Such extra judicial opinion subordinates the political 
power and interests of the American people to the cupidity and 
ambition of a few thousand slaveholders, who are thereby enabled 
to carry the odious institution of slavery wherever the national 
power extends, and pre-dooms all territory which the United States 
may hereafter acquire, by purchase or otherwise, to a law of slavery 
as irrepealable as the I organic constitution of the country; and, 

Whereas, Such extra judicial opinion of a geogra,phical majority 
of the supreme court is conclusive proof uf the determina,tion of the 
slaveholding states to subvert all the principles upon which the 
American Union was formed, and degrade it into an engine for the 
extension and perpetuation of the barbarous and detestable system 
of cha,ttel slavery; therefore, 

Resolved, That the extra judicial opinion of the supreme oourt 
of the United States, in the case of Dred Scott, is not binding, in 
}a,w or conscience, upon the government or citizens of the United 
States, and that it is of an import so ala,rming and dangerous, as to 
demand the instant and emphatic reproba,tion of the country. 


