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PUBLIC LA WS.-SLA VES.--WAYS. 

An uct "dditionl11 in rell1tion to the prolllUlgl1tion of the public laws. 

Be it enacted by the Senate (f,url FIouse of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

The act passed February twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-five, entitled" An act for the promulgation of the public laws," 

shall not be construed to authorize the publication in any public 

newspaper, of the revised statutes of this state. 

[Approved April 15, 1857.] 

An act dcclaring "II slaves brought by their masters into this state free, and to punish 

I1ny "ttempt to exercise l1uthority over them. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SEc'r. 1. Any slave voluntarily brought into this state by his 

master, or with his knowledge or consent, shall thereby become 
free; and if restrained of his liberty, he may on the writ of habeas 
corpus, be discharged from such restraint; and any attempt by any 
person to restrain such slave of his liberty, or to exercise the all­
thority of master over him, shall be pl~nished by a fine not exceeding 

one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year. 
SECT. 2. This act shall take effect on and after its approval by 

the governor. 

[Approved April 15, 1857.] 

An I1ct additional to ehl1pter twenty-five of the revised statutes, reluting to ways. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and FIollse of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. Whenever a jUl'J is ol'llerec1 as provillec1 in the eighth 
section of the twenty-fifth chapter of the reviscd statutes, the COlll­
missioners may appoint a perSOll to preside at the view and hearing, 
who shall be swom and allowed a compensation to be determined as 

hel'einaJter provided. ,Vhcn no person is appointed, or whcn the 
person appointed is absent, the officer who summoncd the jury is 
to preside. Tho person presitling is to allministcr an oath to the 
jurors, for the faithful discharge of their llutics i to swear the wit-


