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28 
CHAP. 43. 

Proceedings in 
case debtor is 
not admitted. to 
the oath. 

o /ficer entitled 
to certain fees 
additional. 

Proceed ings in 
case debtor i~ 
admitt~d to the 
oath. 

Officer not reI" 
fltlired to arrest, 
unless dil'eotioHB 
p.re enuorsed on 
execution. 
~-rnay commit to 
custody of jailer, 
~ll certain cases, 

Duty of county 
(lttomey in Cases 
of pel' sons 
Drrested and 
claimed ail 
fugitive slavea. 

Bame subject. 

PERSONAL LIBERTY. 

creditor, and be liable therefOl' in the same manner as for money 

collected on execution. 
SECT. 2. If the debtor is not admitted to the oath by the jus~ 

tices, they shall make a certificate of their doings upon the execution, 
and remand the debto:r to the custody of the officer, and the OffiCCl' 

shall make return of the fees and charge:! so incurred, which shall 
be added to his fees on the execution, to be paid by the debtor. If 
the debtor is admitted to the oath by the justices, they shall make 
a certifigate of the fact upon the execution, and the officer shall 
make his return upon the execution, and no execution thereafter 
issued on the same judgment shall run against the body of the 
debtor. 

SECT. 3. The officer shall not be required to arrest the debtor, 
unless there shall bo endorsed upon the execution a written direc
tion so to do, signed by the creditor or his attorney. If the officer 
apprehends that the debtor intends to escape, and that he cannot 
otherwise safely keep hilll, he may commit him to the custody of the 
jailcr of the county jail, for safe keeping. 

[Approved Apl'il 1<1, 1857.] 

An act additional to " un I1ct further to proteot pel'sonlliliberty." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat'ives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. When it shall come to the knowledge of any county 
attorney that any person has been arrested, at any place within his 
county, and is claimed as a fugitive slave, under the provisions of 
any act of congress, the said county attorney shall illlmediately 
repair to the place where such person is held in custody, and render 
him all necessary and legal assistance in making his defense against 
said claim. 

SECT. 2. It shall be the duty of the said county attorney to 
summon such witnesses as he shall deem necessary to substantiate 
such defense, whose fees, and all other necessary and legal expense 
incurred in making such defense, shall be paid by the state. 

SECT. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its approval 
by the governor, 

[Approved April H, 1857.J 


