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ACTS AND RESOljVES 

r ASSED llY THE 

THIRTY -FIFTH LEG ISLL~T UR,E 

01' THE 

STATE OF lVIAINE j 

A. D. 1856. 

l'll.hlisliafl hy HI0 Secrotary of State J agreeahly to Resulv('s of Juna 28, 18']0, Fevruary 26, 1840t­
and March 16, lS<i'2. 

~ngustl1: 
l!)UX,LEE & FULLER, PRIWTERS TO THE STA'.!'E. 
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PRIVATE AND SPEOIAL LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE@ 

1856. 
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PORTLAND HARBOR. 

of any fraud in the management of its affairs, shall be liable to 
the party injured, for all damages cansedthereby, and also to 
indictment for a misdemeanor, punishable by a finc not exceed­
ing one thousand dollars, or imprisonment in thc county jail 
not cxceeding one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

SEC'l'. 8. The supreme judicial court shall have full jurisdic­
tion in equity of all claims or disputcs that may arise betweeIi. 
this corporation or any of its members. 

SECT. 9. The lcgislature may at any time alter, amend! Ol' 

repeal this act. 
SECT. 10. 'rhis act shall take effect from and aftcr its ap­

proval by the governor. 

[Approved April 3, 1856.] 

An nct to preservo the harbor of Portland. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legisla.ttll'e assmnbled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. The harbor of Portland is bounded north-westerly 
by a line commencing at the eastern corner of the gas com­
pany's wharf, next above the Portland bridge, and extending 
stJ'aight to the southern corner of the end of Rohinson's wharf, 
and along the end of it to the eastern corner; thence straight 
to the southern corner of the end of Central wharf, and along 
the end of it to the eastern corner; thence straight to the 
southern corner of the end of Custom House wharf, and along 
the end of it to the eastern cornel'; thence straight to the 
southern corner of the end of Railway wharf, and along the end 
of it to the eastern corner; thence to the southern corner of 
the end of St. Lawrence wharf, and along the end of it to the 
eastern corner; thence parallel to the straight portion of the 
outside railroad track, to the shoals to the southward of fish 
point, as defined on a plan of Portland harbor, made by the 
United States coast smyey, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-three. 

SECT. 2. It is bounded sOlttheasterly by a line commencing 
at the end of the breakwater as it now is, and extending south­
westerly to the eastedy corner of the ener of the Ferry wharf; 
thence along the end of it to its westerly corner; thence in a 
straight line to Portland bridge, at a point eight hundred and 
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POR'l'LA!{D HARBOR. 

fifty feet from the poin t where the northwesterly line of the 
harbor touches said bridge, and nine hundred and seventy-five 
feet from the line of high water mark ill Cape Elizabeth. 

SECT. 3. No wharf or incumbrance of any kind shall ever 
hereafter be erected or extended into said harbor beyond 
either of said lines. No stones 01' other materials shall be 
deposited ill said harbor. No land within the same covered 
by water shall be removed without the written permission of 
the commissioners hereafter named. Every erection, incum­
brance or material, erected, placed or deposited in said harbor, 
within the liues aforesaid, shall be deemed a public lluisance, 
liable to abatement. 

SECT. 4. The receiving basons and reservoirs of said harbor 
shaH comprehend the tidal waters of Fore river and Back cove, 
and those along the shore northeasterly to the easterly side of 
the mouth of Presllmpscot river. 'They shall be and hereby 
are subjected to the control and regulation of the commission. 
ers hereafter named. No erection, iucum brance or material 
shall hereafter be placed or deposited in those waters, which 
will obstruct the flow and ebb of those waters, or diminish the 
volume thereof; without the written permission of said commis­
sioners, or of a major part of them, therein describing the 
extent and character of the erection or deposit so permitted. 
Such permission by them subscribed shall he left with the clerk 
of the city of Portland, to be by him recorded before any such 
erection, obstruction or deposit is made. All erections, ob­
structions or deposits, made contrary to these provisions, are 
to be deemed public uuisances and liable to abatement. 

SECT. 5. Any person who shall offend against any of the 
provisions of this aet, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and liable to prosecution therefor, by indictment in an}{ court 
of competent jurisdiction; and on conviction, to be punished by 
a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars; and he may also be 
scntenced to pay all expenses for an abatement or removal of 
such erection, obstruction or deposit made by him, and to stand 
committed until he shall pay the samo, or give satisfactory 
security t.herefor. 

SECT. 6. The governor shall nominate, and with the advice 
and consent of the council, appoint three persons commission­
ers of the harbor and tidal waters connected therewith of the 
city of Portland. Oile of those first appointed shall continue in 
office one year; one for two, and the other for three years. 
At the expiratiou of each person's terU! of service, the same 01' 



DIRIGO, INSURANCE CO;)lPANY. 

anather persan shall in like manner be appainted to serve for 
three years. When a vacancy shall happen by dcath, resigna­
tian or removal from the state, another person shall in like 
manner be appainted in his place to. co.ntil1ue in se'rvice to the 
end of his term. 

SECT. 7. The commissioners shall be entitled to receive 
from the city of Portland a reasonable campensatian far all 
services actually performed. 

[Approved April 3, 1856,] 

An net to incoIl'orate the Dirigo Insurance Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. William VY. Thomas, Ezra Carter, juniar, Eben 
Steele, J aseph Howard, A. K. Shurtleff, Samuel Tyler, William 
Chase, "Waodbury S. Dana, John C. Broaks, J. B. Carroll, D. 
W. Olark, T. C. Hersey and Benjamin Chickering, with such 
persons as may hereafter be duly associated with them, their 
successars and assigns, are hereby contltitutecl a bady palitic 
and carparate, by the name of the Diriga Insurauce Company; 
for the purpose of making cantracts of indemnity far loss and 
damage by fire, and by the perils of the sea, and issuing policies 
of insurance against such loss and damage in all their various 
forms; and they are hereby empowered by that name to sue 
and be sued, to plead and be impleaded, in all caurts of law 
and equity i to aclopt and use a cammon seal, and to change 
the same at pleasure; and to purchase, receive, hold, possess 
and enjoy, to themselvcs and their associates and successors, 
lands, tenements, and lIeredi taments, goads, chattels, stacks, 
bonds, chases in action, and real and personal property of any 
descriptian, necessary in transacting the business of insurance, 
or for the ~nvestment or secnrity of the capital or other assets 
of the company, and to sell, convey, grant, alien, and dispose of 
the same. 

SECT. 2. The capital stock of the said company s11aU not be 
less than one hundred thousand dollars, and may at any time 
hereafter be increased by the said company to. any sum, nat 
exceeding five hundred thausand dallal'S, and shall be divided 
into. shares af ane hundred dallal'S each, and may he invested 
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