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COMMON LAW LIENS,

Chapter 273.

An act for enforcing common law liens,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Legislature assembled, as follows:

Seor, 1. Any person who has a lien on anything of which
he has possession, may enforce said lien, and have the thing
sold for the satisfaction thereof, in the manner herein provided.

Seor. 2. The person claiming the lien may file in the supreme
judicial court in the county where he resides, or in the office
of the clerk thereof, a petition briefly setting forth the nature
and amount of his claim, a description of the article possessed,
and the name and residence of the owmers of the article, if
known to him, and a prayer for process to enforce hig lien.

Secr. 3. If the owners are set forth in a petition filed in
the clerk’s office, and are residents of this state, the clerk may

.issue an order of notice on such owners, by serving them with
a copy of the petition with the order thereon, fourteen days
before the next term of the court in such county.

Smor. 4. If the owners are not known or not residents in
the state, or the petition is filed in court, the court may order
such notice to the owners and others interested as it may deem
fit, and said notice may be returnable at the same or a subse-
quent term, and may be by personal service of a copy of the
petition with the order of court thereon, or by publication in a
newspaper, or both, as the court shall direct. But such order
shall always allow at least fourteen days from the service or
publication before the time fixed for the appearance of the per-
sons notified.

Seor. 5. At the time fixed in the notice, any party inter-
ested in the article as owner, mortgagee, or otherwise, may
appear, and from the time of such appearance, the proceedings
shall be the same as in an action on the case in which the peti-
tioner is plaintiff, and the parties appearing are defendants.
Questions of fact, at the instance of either party, shall be sub-
mitted to a jury upon an issue to be framed under the direction
of the court.

Seor. 6. If in the opinion of the court the article on which
the lien is claimed is not of sufficient value to pay the petition-
er’s claim, with the probable costs of the suit, the court may
order the persons appearing in defence to give bond to the
petitioner, with sufficient surcties, to be approved by the court,
to pay such costs as may be awarded against hiim, so far as they
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322 POLICE COURT, BELFAST.

CrAP. 2T4. are not paid out of the proceeds of the articles on which the
T len is claimed.

Order of court, SEcr. T, After trial of the cause, and final adjudication in

hidientionin  favor of the petitioner, the court may order any officer compe-

poimioner tent to serve precepts in civil actions, to sell the article on
which the lien is claimed, in the manner in which personat
property is sold on execution, and out of the proceeds, after
deducting his fees and the expenses of sale, to pay to the peti-
tioner the amounts awarded him, with the costs awarded him,
and to pay the balance to the person or persons legally entitled
to receive it, if such persons are known to the court, otherwise
to pay the same into court.

Monoy prid inte ~ OBCT. 8. Momey paid into court may be paid over to the

ot o person legally entitled to receive it, upon petition and order of
the ecourt. If it is not called for at the first term after it is
paid into court, it shall be paid into the county treasury; and
if afterwards the person legally entitled to it petitions and
establishes his claim to it, the court may order the county treas-

» urer to pay it to him.
Powerofjustics  OBECT. 9. Tiiens for less amount than {wenty dollars may be

o e ponee o enforced before any justice of the peace for the county where

depslestan 46 person having the lien resides, in the manner herein pro-
vided, se far as the nature of the tribumal will admit, and the
justice shall have the same power to order notice and sale;
and the balance, if a,ny remaining, after payment of the lien,
shall be paid as hereinbefore provided, or deposited in the
county treasury, subject to be drawn out upon petition, as is
provided in section eight. Kither party may appeal, and in
cage of appeal the proceedings shall be the same as provided
in appeals in civil actions before justices of the peace.

[Approved Aprik 10, 1856.]

Chapler 274,

An act enlazrging the eriminal jurisdiction of the police court of the city of Belfast.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives (%
Legislature assembled, as follows :

Jurisdiction of Secr. 1. The judge of the police court of the city of Belfast,
judgoineriminal 4\ the county of Walde, shall have exclusive jurisdiction over

all such eriminal offenses committed within the limits of said



