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PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF ThlIAINEo 

1856. 



PAUPERS.-POLICE COURT, BANGOR. 

An act for the removal of paupers having no scttlement within this state. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

Upon complaint, as provided in the forty-seventh scction of 
the thirty-second chaptcr of the revised statutcs, justices of the 
peace may cause such paupers as are mcntioncd in said section 
to be conveyed to any places beyond the limits of this state, 
whcre s11ch paupers belong', in the manner and under the limita
tions prescribed in said scction. 

[Approved February :.lG, 1856.] 

An act to establish a police court in the city of Bangor. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hoase of Representatives in 
Legislature a.ssembled, as follows: 

SEc'r. 1. There is hereby established in the city of Bangor, 
a court, to be denominated the police court in the city of 
Bangor, to consist of one judge, who shall be appointed, com
missioned and qualified, in the manner provided by the constitu
tion of this s to, tc. 

SECT. 2. Said judgc shall, except where interested, exercise 
jlll'isdiction over all such mattcrs and things, civil and criminal, 
within the county of Penobscot, as justices of the peace may 
exercise, and undcr similar restrictions and limitations; and 
concnrrent jurisdiction with justices of the peace and quorum 
in cases of forcible entry and detainer in said county; and 
exclusive jurisdiction in all such mattcrs or things when both 
parties interested, or the plaintiff and the person or persons 
SUlllllloned as trustees, shall be inhabitants of, or resident::; in 
said city of Bangor. 

SECT. 3. The said judge shall have jurisdiction in all cases 
of simple larceny wherc the propcrty alleged to have been 
stolen shall not excced in value the SUlll of twenty dollars, and 
on conviction award such sentence as is prol,ic1ed by law, for 
such offenscs; and have exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses 
against the ordinances and by-laws of said city of Bangor, 
though the penalty therefor may accrue to said city; and in the 
prosecutions on any such ordinances or by-laws, or any special 
la w of thc state relating to said city, such by-law, ordinance, 
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POLICE COURT, BANGOlt. 

or special law need not be recited in the complaint or process, 
nor the allegations therein be more particular than in prosecu
tions on a public statute. 

SECT. 4. The said judge shall hn;ve jurisdiction of all cases 
of cheating by false pretences, where the property, money, or 
other thing alleged to have been fraudulently obtained, shall 
not exceed in value the sum of twenty dollars, and shall have 
power to try the same and award sentence upon conviction, by 
fine not exceeding twenty dollars, or imprisonment in the county 
jail, or in the house of correction to hard labor for a term not 
exceeding ninety days. The same proceedings may be had in 
the same manner, against persons keeping houses of ill-fame 
for the plll'pose of lewdness or prostitution, on complaint, as 
before a justice of the peace. 

SECT. 5. Any person may appeal from a sentence or judg
ment against him, to the then next term for ei I'il or criminal 
business, as the case may require, of the court having jurisdic
tion within said county, by appeal from justices of the peace; 
and such appeal shall be taken and prosecuted in the same 
manner as from a sentence or judgment of a justice of the 
peace. 

SECT. 6. All fines and penalties awarded by said judge shall 
be accounted for, and paid over, as in cases of those awarded 
by justices of the peace. 

SECT. 7. Said judge shall hold a court weeldy for the trial 
of civil causes, on Monday at ten of the clock in the forenoon, 
at such place as shall be provided by the city of Bangor, and 
all civil process shall be made returnable accordingly, and the 
judge may adjourn the court from day to day if necessary. He 
shall be authorized to perform all the duties which at'e usually 
exercised by justices of the peace or justices of the peace and 
quorum. The said city shall raise and assess moneys for pro
viding a suitable place for said court; all other expense of 
said court shall be 11Uid from the treasury of the county of 
Peno bscot. 

SEc'I'. 8. The price of blank writs with the seal of the court, 
signed by the judge shall be foul' cents each. In other respects 
the fees in civil and criminal cases shall be the same as are 
taxable by a justice ot the peace. 

SEC1'. 9. In case of the death, sickness 01' inability of the 
judge to attend at the place appointed on any court day, to 
transact business, such court shall stand adjourned to the suc
ceeding Monday i and so from week to week until the judge is 



POLICE COURT, BANGOR. 

able to attend; and in the cases before mentioned the criminal 
jurisdiction shall devolve on the justices of the pcace for the 
county, residing in said Bangor, during the continuance of such 
disability, and until such proceedings as are instituted during 
its continuance shall have final adjudication of such justiccs. 

SECT. 10. The several justices of thc pcace in the city of 
Bangor shall continue to ha,e and exercise all the power aud 
authority vested in them by thc laws of the United Statcs; but 
no such justice shall cxercise any civil or criminal jurisdiction 
otherwise, unless in civiL cases, where thc said judge is intcr
ested, under a peualty of twenty dollars for each offense, to be 
recovered by indictment in any court proper to try the same. 
But nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent said jus
tices administering oaths, taking acknowledgements of deeds 
and other writings, acting as arbiters and referees or doing 
any business other than that especially devolving upon said 
court. 

SECT. 11. It shall be the duty of said judge to make and 
keep his records, and he shall not act as counselor attorney 
in any case within the jurisdiction of the court, nor in any cause, 
matter or thing, which may depend upon or relate to any cause 
cognizable by said court. Said judge shall have power to make 
such rilles as may be necessary to regulate and facilitate the 
business of said court, not in violation of law, and he may punish 
for contempt as other courts are authorized to do. And he 
may alter the forms of writs and other process to make the 
same consistent with the style, organization, and jurisdiction of 
said court. The requisite records, books, stationary and other 
necessary articles for the use of said court, shall be provided 
by the county of Penobscot. 

SECT. 12. Said judge shall receive for his services the sum 
of nine hundred dollars pel' year, to be paid quarter yearly from 
thc county treasury for the county of Penobscot. And he shall 
pay over to the county treasurer of said county, quarter yearly, 
all costs and fees taxable ill said court, by him received, except 
fees for copies by him fUl'l1ished. And he shall give a bond to 
said treasurer, with sufficicnt sureties, to be by said treasurer 
approved, in the penal sum of one thousand dollars, conditioned 
that he will duly account for, and pay ovcr all sums which he is 
required to pay as aforesaid. 

SECT. 13. The municipal court of Bangor established by an 
act approved March seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty
five, is hereby abolished. All fines, forfcitures and 'fees that 
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POLICE COURT, BANGOR. 

have accrued, or may accrue in cases which have been com
menced in sald municipal court, and which sball hereafter come 
to the hands of the county treasnrer, shall be paid by the 
county treasurer to the treasurer of said city. But the sum so 
paid to the city shall not exceed the amount incurred by the 
city of Bangor for the expenses of said court. 

SECT. 14. All civil actions which shall at the time this act 
takes effect be pending in said court, or be returnable thereto, 
wherein the debt or damage demanded exceeds the sum of 
twenty dollars, and all actions, suits and processes, whcther 
civil or criminal, wherein an appeal shall have been taken from 
the judge of said municipal court, and wherein a verdict has not 
been rendered by the jury in said municipal court, shall there
upon be returnable to, have day in, and be fully acted upon by 
the supreme judicial court for the county of Penobscot; and 
all other actions, suits, matters and things which may then be 
pending in said municipal court, and all writs, warrants, recog
nizances and processes returnable to, and which would have 
had day therein had not this act been passed, shall thereupon 
be returnable to, have day in, and be fully acted upon by the 
pollce COl1l't established by this act; and the said police court 
shall have full power and authority to grant any execLltion to 
carry into effect any judgment rendered in the said municipal 
cOllrt, in the same manner as the said municipal court might 
have done had not this act been passed. 

SECT. 15. The records of the said municipal and of the 
police court formerly existing in Bangor, shaU, upon the aboli
tion of the said municipal cOllrt, be deposited with and kept by 
the judge of the court established by this act; and he shall 
grant and certify copies thereof, when required, which shall be 
evidence of the contents of such records in any legal proceed
ing. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

SECT. 16. This act shall take effect the first day of March, 
in tbe year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-six. 

[Approved February 28, 1856.] 


