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of youth," approved April twentieth, one thousand eight h\lndl'ed 9HAP• 203. 
and fifty-four, shall not apply to any aetion or suit pending at 
the time of the passage of said act. 

SECT. 2. 'l'his act shall be in force from and after its ap
proyal by the governor. 

[Approved February 14, 1856.] 

An act to prevent the destruotion of fish in Drewer pond. 

Be it enacted by the Senate ((nd House oj Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. l. No persons shall set or place any net, seine, weir, 
or other obstruction in Brewer pond, or Little pond, so called, 
in Ol'l'ington, or in any of the streams emptying into, 01' issuing' 
out of either of said ponds, for the purpose of taking or pre
venting the free passage of fish through said watcrs, under a 
penalty of ten dollars for each offense. 

SECT. 2. Any person who shall, at any time, take or destroy 
any fish in saicl waters except by spears or hooks, shall forfeit 
and pay a fine of five clollars for every fish so taken or destroyed. 

SECT. 3. All fines und pcnalties arising from a violation of 
this act, may be recovered by an action of debt, in the name of 
any person who shall sue for the same, one moiety thereof to 
the use of the town school fund of Orrington, and the other 
moiety thereof to the person who may Slle for the same. 

[Approved February 14, 185G.] 

An act to establish a municipal court in the city of Portland. 

Be it enacted by the 8enctie and House of Representatives in 
Lef{islature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. There is hereby established a municipal court for 
the city of Portland, to consist of one judge, who shall be ap
pointed, commissioned and qualified, in the manner provided by 
the constitution of this state. 

SECT. 2. He shall, except where interested, exercise juris
diction over all such mutters and things within the county of 
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MUNICIPAL COURT, PORTLAND. 

Oumberland, as justices of the peace may exercise, and under 
similar restrictions and limitations; and concurrent juri!:3diction 
with justices of the peace and quorum in case of forcible entry 
and detainer in said county; and exclusive jurisdiction where 
both parties interested, or the plaintiff and a person sned as 
trustee, are inhabitants of Portland. 

SECT. 3. He shall not, in any case, act as counselor or a ttoI'
ney in any court. 

SECT. 4. The said court may take cognizance of simple 
larcenies, when the property alleged to be stolen shall not 
exceed in value twenty dollars, and on conviction award such 
sentence as is by law provided for such offenses; and have 
exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses against the by-laws of said 
city; und in prosecutions on such by-laws, they need not be 
recited in the complaint, nor the allegations therein be more 
particular than in prosecutions on a public statute. 

SECT. 5. The same proceedings may be had in the sallle 
manner, against persons keeping houses of ill fame, for the pur
poses of lewdness or prostitution, on complaint, as before a 
justice of the peace. 

SECT. 6. Any person may appeal from a sentence, or jndg
ment against him, to the then next term, for civil or criminal 
business, as the case may require, of the conrt haying jurisdic
tion within said county, uy appeal from justices of the peace; 
and such appeal shall be taken and prosecuted in the same 
manner as from a sentence or judgment of a justice of the 
peace. 

SECT. 7. All fines and penalties awarded by said judge, shall 
be accounted for and paid over, as in case of those awarded by 
a justice of the peace. 

SECT. 8. The court shall have jurisdiction, thongh the penalty 
demanded in any action or prosecution accrues to the city of 
Portland. 

SECT. 9. The municipal court shall be helel on Monday and 
Thursday of each week, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, 
and no ci\'il process shall be returuable at any other time. 

SECT. 10. There shall lJe a recorder of the court, who shall 
al ways be a justice of the peace, and duly qualified as such, and 
he shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice 
of the council; he shall be duly sworn as recorder, and shall 
keep a fair record of the proceedings of the court, and deliver 
copies, when required, for the same fees which are allowed to 
justices of the peace. 



MUNICIP AL COURT, PORTLAND. 

SECT. 11. When t.he judgc is absent, it shall be the duty of 
the recordcr, and he shall have authority to exercise all the 
powers of the judge, exccpting the trial of issues iu civil actions. 

SECT. 12. If the judge and recorder are both nccessarily 
absent, the judge may dcsignate some justicc of the peace duly 
qualified, to perform the duties of his officc; or if thc judge 
should not so designate a justice of the pcace, thc recordcr 
may do it. 

SECT. 13. When the office of judge shall Le vacant, the 
recorder shall finish the business pcmling bcfore the court; 
and during the continuance of such vacancy, the justices of thc 
peace residing in thc city of Portland may perform all acts and 
dutics appertaining to the office of justicc of the peacc. 
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SECT. 14. No jllstice of the peace residing in the city of Restriction, on 
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said court, as mentioned 111 the preceding section, shall in any 
manner take cognizance of, or exercisc jurisdiction over any 
crime or offcnse, or in any cidl action, whcrcin the judge is not 
a party intcrested; nor accept or receive nny fee or reward 
therefor; anc1 any such justice of the peace, by violating this 
section, shall forfcit twenty dollars, to bc rccovered on indict
ment. 

SECT. 15. Bu t nothing in the prccec1ing section shall bc 
construed as prohibitiug the justiccs of the pcacc, Tesic1ing in 
Portland, from excrcising at all times, all thc powcr and jUrlS
diction given them by any laws of the United Statcs. 

SECT. 16. When thc judgc is occasionally absent from the 
l'OOlD or office in which the court is held, thc rccorder shall 
have power, on proper complaint, to issuc warrants for the ap
prehellsion of persons cha:'ged with any criminal offellse, or 
breach of the peace; and such warrants shall havc the same 
authority as if issuec1 by the judgo. 

SECT. 17. The juclge of said court shall receive an annual 
salary of one thousand dollars, anc1 the recordcr au annllal 
salary of five hnndred dollars, which salarics shall be paid in 
thc manner providcd by the onc hundrcd aud fifticth chapter 
of the rcvised statutes, in respect to the judgc and recordcr of 
the municipal court, formcrly cxisting in Portlanc1. 

SECT. 18. As soon as the judge first appointeel undcr this 
act shall bc comlJ1issioncd and qualified, hc shall cause a copy 
of his commission and qnalifieation, ccrtified by thc magistratc 
before whom he shall take the oath of office, to bc fileLl in thc 
office of the clerk of the judicial courts for CLi::.l)e:'la~lel county, 
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REGISTER OF PROBATE IN PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 

and thereupon tbe police court of Portland, establisbed by an 
act appl'oved March sixteentb, eighteen hundred fifty-five, shall 
be abolished. All civil actions which shall then ue pending in 
said police court, or be returnaule thereto, wherein the debt 
or damage demanded exceeds the snm of twenty dollars, shall 
thereupon be retnrnable to, Imve day in, and be fully acted 
upon by the supreme judicial court for the county of Cumber
land; and aU other actions, suits, matters and things which 
may then be pending in said police eourt, and all writs, war
rants, reeognizances and processes returnable to) and which 
would have had day therein had not this act been passed, shall 
thereupon be returnable to, have day in, and be fnlly acted 
upon by the municipal court established uy this act; and the 
said municipal court shall ha,Ye fnll power and authority to 
grant any eXGcution to carry into effect any judgment rendered 
in the said police court, in the same manner as the said police 
court might have done, had not this act been passed. 

SECT. 19. '1'he records of the said police eOUl't, and of the 
municipal court formerly existing in Portland, shall, npon the 
abolition of the said police court., uo dep0sited with, and kept 
uy the judge of the court established by this act; and he shall 
grant and certify copies thereof, when l'equired, which shall 
be evidence of the contents of snch records in any legal pro
ceeding. 

SECT. 20. This act shall take effect upon its approval by the 
governor. 

[A ppl'oyed February 20, 1856.] 

An act to authorize the incrca3e of pay to the register of probate in Penubscot county. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Le,'J,'islature asse'mbled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. '1'he salary of the register of probate for Penob
scot county shall hereafter be eight hundred dollars a ,Year, 
instead of the sum now established by law. 

SECT. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its ap
proyal by the gOYCl'llor. 

[Approved February 20, 1856.] 


