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'RELATING TO SLAVERY. 

ResolVes "elating to 81<1Ve,'Y. 

Resolved. First, That human slavery is, in all its aSpects, an 
unqualified evil and wrong, and as such merits the reprehension of 
mankiild. 

Second, That in the early periods of our national history, lJoth 
the opinions of the people, and the policy of the government, were 
adverse to the institution. 

Third, That the constitution of the United States is, and was 
designed to be, a charter of liberty, and hence that all acts of the 
national government by which slavery maintains a legal existence 
in territory, subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of congress, are in 
direct conflict with the whole spirit, and with the clear provisions 
of that instrument. 

Fourth, That the act of the thirty-third congress, repealing the 
law of 1820, known as the Missouri Compromise, by which slavery 
was forever prohibited in the territory north of the parallel of 
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, was an unjustifial)le violation of a 
solemn compact and a flagrant breach of faith. 

Fifth, That Maine will never consent to the admission into the 
federal union of any more states with constitutions authorizing 
slavery. 

Si:L'lh, That the act of eighteen hundred and fifty, called the 
" Fugitive Slave Law," is unconstitutional, and odious to the whole 
north. Maine therefore demands its immediate and unconditional 
repeal. 

Seventh, That it is the duty of the general government, without 
delay, to abolish slavery wherever it has exclusive jurisdiction, and 
to exert its influence whenever and wherever it legitimately may on 
the side of universal liberty. Therefore 

Resolved, That our senators in congress be instnlCted, and our 
representatives requested to use <111 practicable means to secure the 
passage of the following enactments: 

First, An act repealing all laws of the United States author­
izing slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Second, An act repealing the statute of eighteen huudred and 
fifty, known as the Fugitive Slave Law. 

Third, An act forever prohibiting slavery or involuntary servi­
tude, except for crime, within the territories of the United States. 

Resolved, further, That our senators in congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, at all times hereafter, most 
strenuously to oppose in every justifiable way, the admissiou of 
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262 . MAINE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.-REGISTERS OF DEEDS. 

CHAP. 279. any new state into the Union, except upon the condition to be 
embraced in the act of admission that slavery or involuntary servi­
tude, excepting that for crime of which the accused shall have been 
duly proved guilty, shall be forever prohibited therein. 

Oertain membcl's 
of the Maine 
Board of Agricul­
ture, in favor of. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to forward a copy of 
these resolves to each of our senators and representatives in 
congress, and to the governors of each state, with a request that 
the resolves be bid before the legislature thereof. 

[Approyed March 17, 1855.] 

Chapter 279. 

Resolye in favor of certain members of the Maino Board of Agrioult1U'o. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of any money in the 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, to Darius Forbes the sum of 
twenty-eight dollars, and to William G. Cla.rk the sum of fourteen 
dollars, as a compensation for their attendance as a committee of 
said board of agriculture before the committee on agriculture of 
the legislature of Maine. 

[ApproYe,l March 17, 1855.] 

Resolye for furnishing registers of deeds with the laws anel rosolyes. 

Secretary of state Resolved, That the secretary of state be, and he hereby is 
directed to d' 1 d l' t h . f 1 l' h' fUl'l1ish registers n'ectee to elVer 0 eac regll;ter 0 e eee s m t IS state to be 
of (leeds copies of • . . 
laws lIlld reso!ves. retamedm hIS office, for the use of Buch register and his successors 

in office, one copy each of all laws an.d resolves which may be 
hereafter published by authority of the legislature; and that every 
such register cause the same to be suitably boun.d, at the expense 
of the county in which his office is established. 

[Approveel March 17, 1855.] 


