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CITY OF BIDDEFORD. 

An aot to incorporate the oity of lliddoford. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives in 
Legislatw'e assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Biddeford, in the county 
of York, shall continue to be a body politic and corporate by tile 
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name of the city of Biddeford: and as such shall have, exercise and Corporate name. 

enJ' oy all the rights, immunities, powers, privileges and franchises, Powers and 
.Ii.uilities. 

and be subject to all the cluties and obligations now appertaining to 
or incumbent upon the inhabitants or selectmen thereof; and may May ordain and 

publish lawl", &c 
ordain and publish such acts, laws and regulations, not inconsistent 
with the constitution and laws of this state, as shall be needful to 
the good order of said body politic; and impose fines and penalties May impose 

flnes, &c. 
f01' the breach thereof, not exceeding twenty dollars for anyone 
offense, which may be recovered to the use of said city, by action of 
debt, or on complaint before the police court of said city. 

SECT. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential and IGovernment, 
lOW vested. 

municipal affairs, of said city, with the government thereof, shall be 
vested in one principal magistrate, to be styled the mayor: and one M.yOl~ 

council of seven, to 1)e denominated the board of aldermen; and one Aldermen . 

.council of twenty-one, to be denominated the common council, an of 
wll0m shall be inhabitants of said city, which boards shall consti-
tute and be called the city council; all of whom shall be sworn to Oity Council. 

the faithful performance of the duties of their respective offices: 
provided, the city council shall not vote, assess or appropriate any Proviso. 

money for any object or purpose for which the town of Biddeford is 
not authorized to vote, assess or appropriate money, except for such 

Purposes as are authOl;ized by this act. And provided, Fttrthel', Power to borrow 
J ' money limited. 

that neither the city council, nor any agent or officer of the city, 
shall borrow or hire any money for or on account of the city, or 
inhabitants thereof, except for the pU'i.'poses for which the town of 
Biddeford is now by law authorized to raise money; and all notes, 
bonds, obligations, scrip or orders given by the city councilor any 
officer or agent thereof, for money or property obtained for any 
other purposes, shall be void. 

SECT. 3. The mayor of said city shall be the chief executive Duty and powel'S 
of muyol'. 

magistrate thereof. It shall be his duty to be vigilant and active 
in causing' the laws and regulations of the city to be executed and 
Bnforced, to exercise a general supervision over the conduct of all 
Bul)ordinate officers, and to cause their violations or neglect of duty 
to be punished. He may call special meetings of the board of 
aldermen and comm0n council, or either of them, when in his opin-
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ion the interests of the city require it, by a notice in one or more of 
the papers printed in the city, or by causing a summons or notifica­
tion to be give in hand or left at the usual dwelling-place of each 
member of the board or boards to be convened. He shall froPl time 
to time communicate to both of them such informatiO!l, andl'ecom­
mend such measures as the business and interests of tp.e city may 
in his opinion require. He shall preside in the board of aldermen 
and in the joint meetings of the two boards, but shall have only a 

Salary of mayor. casting vote. The salary and compensation of the Playor shall be 
two hundred dollars per year, which shall not be increased or dimin­
ished during his continuance in office, unless by the vote of the 
qualified electors in ward n~eetings called for the purpose. Nor 
shall he receive from the city any other compensation for any service 

Proviso. 

Powers vested 
in mnyor and 
aldermen. 

Powers vested in 
mnyor, aldermen 
and common 
council. 

by him rendered in any other capacity or agency: provided, how­
ever, the city council may elect the mayor to any city office, and 
allow him a reasonable compensation for such services: but the 
aldermen and common councilmen shall receive no compensation for 
their services as such. 

SECT. 4. The executive powers of said city generally, and the 
administration of police, with all the powers of the selectmen of the 
town of Biddeford, shall be vested in the mayor and alderrp.en as 
fully as if the same had been herein particularly elllUllerated: all 
other powers now vested in the inhabitants of said town, and all 
powers granted by this act, shall be vested in the mayor and alder-
men, and common council of said city, to be exercised by concurrent 
vote, each board to have a negative upon the other; but all other 
elections of officers by the city council, shall be by joint ballot of 

Cityco~ncil,duty the two boards in convention. The city council shall annually, on 
to npPolDt subor-
~~.nte officers, the second Monday of March, or as soon thereafter as conveniently 

may be, elect and appoint all the subordinate officers and agents 
for the city, for the ensuing year, including a chief engineer and 
other engineers for the fire department, (which chief \)ngineer, or 
in his absence, any two other engineers, shall have all the power 
and authority that fire-wards now have;) shall define their duties 
and fix their compensation, in cases where such duties and com­
pensation shall not be defined and fixed by the laws of this state; 
and may by concurrent vote remove of)icers, when in their opinion 
sufficient cause for removal exists. All officers shall be chosen and 
vacancies supplied for the current year, except as hereinafter other-

Term of office. wise directed. All the said subordinate officers and agents shall 
hold their offices during the ensuing year, and until others shall be 
elected and qualified in their stead, unless sooner removed by the 
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city council. Allmolleys received and collected for and on account 
of the city, by any officer or agent thereof, shall forthwith be paid 
into the city treasury. The city council shall take care that moneys 
shall not be paid from the treasury unless granted or appropriated; 
shall secure a prompt and just accountability, by requiring bonds 
with sufficient pem~lty and sureties from all persons trusted with 
the receipt, custody, or disbursement of money; shan have the care 
and superintendence of city buildings and the custody and manage­
ment of all city property, with power to let or sell what may be 
legally let or sold; aud to purchase and take in the name of the 
city such real or personal property, not exceeding the sum of fif­
teen thousand dollars, including the property now owned by the 
town, as they may think useful to public interest. And the city 
council shall, as often as once a year, cause to be published fm· the 

. information of the inhabitants, a particular account of receipts and 
expencliturefl, and a schedule of the city property; and no money 
shoJI be paid from the treasury unless the same be a.ppropriated by 
the city council, and upon a warrant signed by the mayor, whic:l 
warrant shall state the appropriation under which the same wa::l 
drawn. 

~gCT. 5. Every law, Mt, ordinance or bill appropriating money 
having passed both branches of the city council, shan be presented 
to the mayor of the city; and if he approve the same he shall sign 
it; if not, he shall return it in seven days, with his objections, to 
tl;at branch of the city council in which it shan have originated, 
which branch shall enter the objections at large on its journals, and 
proceed to reconsider said law, act, ordinance or bill. If upon such 
reconsideration a majority of the whole number of that bmnch shall 
agree to paso it, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the 
other hranch, by which it shall be reconsidered, and if approvcd by 
a majority of the whole number of that branch, it shall have the 
same effect as if signed by the mayor. 

SEC'f. G. The city assessors, who shall be annually appointed 
by the city council, shall execute and be subject to the same powers, 
c1llties and liabilities that the assessors in the several towns in this 
state may exercise and be subject to, under existing laws: provided, 
however, that the city council may appoint one person in each ward, 
whose duty it shall be to furnish the assessors with all necessary 
information relative to persons and property, ta.xable in his ward, 
and who slutH be sworn to the faithful performance of his duty. All 
taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in the manner 
prescribed by the laws of this state relative to tOWll taxes; provided, 
however, that it shaD and lllay be lawful for the city council 

L13 
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OHAP. 408. to establish further and additional provisions for the collection 

thereof. 
I'owel' of city 
council to layout 
streets and esti~ 
mute damages. 

Remed;y of per­
SallS aggrieved. 

Power of county 
commissioners to 
layout roads 
within said city. 

Side walks. 

Posts 01' trees 
mny be placed' 
along the ellge 
of said wulks. 

City not linble 
.for damages, &c. 

SECT. 7. The city conncil shall have exclusive authority and 
power to layout any new street or public way, or widen 01' other~ 

wise alter or discontinue any street 01' public way in said city, and 
to estimate the damages any person may sustain thereby, a,nd shall 
in all other respects be governed by and subject to the same rules 
and rcstrictions as are by law provided in this state for regulating 
and laying out of pllblic highways and repairing streets. And any 
person aggrieved by the decision or judgment of said city council, 
may so frLr as relates to damages, have them assessed by a committee 
01' jury, as now by law provided; and the county commissioners for 
York county shall have power to layout within said city, any part 
of any new county road, that shall by them be laid out in any 
adjoining town 01' towns, and shall pass thence into or through said 
city, according to the provisions of law; and any highway 01' town­
way, or bridge, which has been, or may hereafter be located within 
said town or city, between high and low water mark, shall never­
theless be deemed to be legally located and established. 

SECT. 8. It shall be lawful for the city council, by a committee 
by them appointed, or by instructions to the commissioner of streets, 
to a,ppropriate, set off and reserve as sidewalks, such part or por­
tions of the several streets in said city now or hereafter to be 
established, as to said council may appear necessary for the safetJ,'", 
convenience and accommodation of foot passengers. It shall be 
lawful for the city council to permit or direct posts of wood or stone, 
or trees, to be placed along the edge of said sidewalk, next to the 
traveled part of the street, in such number and manner as they may 
decm necessary to protect said sidewalks, and the persons traveling 
thereon, fi'om damage or inconvenience from teams or carriages. 
So much of the several streets in said city as shall be appropriated 
and reserved as sidewalks, agreeable to the provisions of this act, 
shall be taken and deemed to be reserved exclusively for the accom~ 
modation, convenience a,nd use of persons traveling on foot; and 
said city shall not be liable for damages for any injury done 01' 

occasioned in consequence of any cart, carriage, wagon, truck or 
other vehicle, or any team or animal striking aga,jnst any of said 
sidewalks, or the posts or trees set or placed to defend the same. 
The several sidewalks on the streets in said city, as at present 
established and used, shall be taken and deemed to be the propel' 
and lawful reservation for that purpose, until altered 01' otherwise 
established by the propel' authority. 

SECT. 9. The city council shall have power 011 such terlllS and 
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<~onditiolls as they may think proper, to auth0rize and empower any 
.person or corporation to place in any street, for such time as may 
be necessary, any materials for making or .repairing any street, 
. sidewalk, cross-walk, bridge, 'water course 01' drain, or for erecting, 
repairing or finishing any building or fences: provided, that not 
. more than one-third of the width of the street shall be so occupied; 
.and such material so placed l~y virtue of any license obtained as 
,aforesaid, shall not be considered an incumbrance or nuisance in 
such street; and the city, or person, or corporation so placing the 
;same, shall not be liable for any damages occasioned by such 
·materials. 

SECT. 10. The city. council shall have authority to establish 
and make regulations for the measurement and sale of wood and 
bark, in said city, whether brought by land Dr water, and may affix 
:suitable penalties for the violation thercof, any thing in the public 
ilaws of the state to the contrary notwithstanding; and shall also 

OHAP.408. 
Mute rials may be 
left in the st.reets 
for certain 
purposes, 

Proviso . 

Not liuble for any 
damages occa­
sioned thereby. 

Cit.y council 
authorized to 
regulate the 
measurement of 
wood and bark. 

;have authol,ity tD maIm all needful regulations in relation to the 
-may appoint a 

harbor; ma.y appoint a harbor master, presm:ibe his duties, and fix harbor muster, 
&c. 

,his compensa.tion. 
SECT. 11. All the laws and regulations luOW in foroe in said 

Itown of Biddeford, shall, notwithstanding this act, be and remain 
. in force until they expire by their own limitations, or be rey,ised or 
lJ:epeailed by,the city counc~l; and prosecutions and suits may be 
commCl'lCed and proceeded thereon in the name of the city, l)yofficers 
,01' other persons thereby ell\powered or directed to prosecute and 
sue; and the ll11es and penrolties shall go to the uses in such laws 
'or regulations named aiccording to law. 

Laws and regula­
tions now in 
force to remain, 
&c • 

SECT. 12. A police court shall be anel bereb~ is established, in !}"~~~~~i~l';~~\': 
.and for the city, to be denominated the police oourt of the city of 
.Biddeford, ,to consist of Gne judge, who shall be appointcd and Judg.e, his 

npPOllltmellt, 

·commissioned in the manner provided by the constitution, who shall ~~~:~~anil 

have conCUFrent jurisdictiDn with justices of the peace, in aU mat-
,tel's, civil and criminal, under twenty dollars, within the county of 
York, and original and exclusive jurisdiction in all civil actions in 
which l)oth parties interested, or in whieh the party, plaintiff, and 
the person or .persons summoned as trustees, shall be inhabitants 
of, ,or residents of said city of Biddeford, excepting all actions in 
which said judg'e may be intercsted; and said court shall also have Court to h.ve 

COllCnl'l'ellt 

CDncurrent J'urisdiction with J'ustices of the peace and fluorUlll in all jlll'i~{1iction w til 
• :".l Justices uf tJw 

cases of forcible entry and detainer, arising in said county, and peae:, &c. 
Or,glIlUl and 

original and exclusive jurisdiction in all such cases arising in the ?x{:lusiv~' 
Jtll'lSdlCtlOn. 

city, and shall also have original and exclusive jurisdiction of all 
:violations of the by-laws of said city. And any l)el'SO~l !l>bo'grieved Anyyersdol11 .,. agg1'l0Ve )y 
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judgment of ~htifl 
C:'JUl't may 
appea!, &c. 
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~'hne of holding 
saW court. 

Hees. 
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Fines, penalties, 
&c.) how 
disllO:-td of. 
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Powel' :lwl duty 
to mbe money. 

Jnd:;e,. salary of. 

-po-.;:rel'S of, 
l'l:::itl'il'll'd. 

CTrY OF TJIDDl1'FOllD'. 

by any judgment awarded hy said conrt, may appeaT tl1el'of1'om, I;l: 
like manner as if tho smne had boen nwn.nloc1 by a,n,)' justice o!:' thilJ 
peace, or justices of the pea,ce aJl{l 'lnol'Hrn. 

SECT. 18. It shall be the duty or sn.id court to mn.ke ~mr~ keel) 
its own records, whidl l'ecol,ds shaH be such [IS wonlcl ho legal 
records in ~l, court of n justice of the pOH>ce. And copies or the 
records of said court, dnly cortifiod, shaH bo evidenco in the othm' 
conrts of the shute. Rn.i(l court sha.11 be holden on thc :Ilrflt tl-m't 
third Monch~y or each month, at nino of the clock in tho [orelloOIl) 
at such place [IS the city shaH provide for the purpofJe, for the 
transaction of civil jmsincss i and all civil process sh(111 be made 
retunmble accol'dingly, a1101 the feos in"all cases, civil null crimirml, 
shall be the Sftllfle' as are now taxable by justicos of tJ10 peace: 
provideiL, that tho price of blank writs signod by f:l:1i(1 jll(lge, shalT 
bo two cents and no more, and all fines, penaHios and cmts, which 
may be awarded by sai(1 court, in the administrallion of' its criminal 
jurisdiction, shall be accounted for and pa,id over by sai<l judge, in 
the sn.rne nmnnor GB if tho same had been awanled by tho ::;e11tonco 
of [I, jnstice of the peace; and said j Hdge 'shall once in throo month" 
renrlOl' an account to tho treMlurel' of snid city, 6lf all SlllllS of monoy 
by him received as fees of office, or for copies of papel'S, anc1 sha11 
be held to pa,y sHch sums intO' said treasury. 

SECT. 14. In case of denth, 01' sickness, 011 other disahility of 
the 1Jaid judge, to aUend at tho time ltBd place as provided in the 
preceding section for the trnnsaction of civil businoss, tho said COlll't 
shall staml adjourned until the next term of said court, and ,so from 

\ 

torm to term, without costs to either party, until the judge is able 
to attend. And in case of disnbility ns aforesaid, to perform the 
other dutios of his office, the criminal jurisdiction of said court 
slmll devolve npon the justices of the peace I' OF the county of York, 
ciuring the continuance of said disability, and until such proceed­
ings are instituted during the continuance of said disability shaH 
have received the £nrul adjudication of saiel justices,. 

SECT. 15. The oity of Biddeford shall ha1;e tho power, and it 
shall be its duty, to raise money to provide a suitable room in 
which to hold said court, and to furnish the Stl-me in (1n appropriate 
nlanner. The judge of said police COHrt shall recoive from tho sa,iel 
city of Biddeford in quarter yearly payments, an annual salary of 
such amount as the city council of said city shall vote and deter­
mine, which shall bo in full of all fees and emoluments pertaining 
to said office, and received by justices of the peace for lell similar 
services. And the said judge shall not act a~ counselor attorney, 
in any case within the jurisdiction of said court, nor in v,ny snit, 
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;m:1ttcl' or thing whioh may depend 011, ,or have relation to any case, OHA'P. 4,08, 
matter or thing depending or cogniz:1blo ,in said court. 

REO'I' 16 All actions suits nmtters :1nd things which ma.y be All n~atlers, &c., 
'-- ., L ,I, , pendlllg lJef .... l'C 

ponding before justices of tho peace in tho town of BiddefOl~d, :1nc1 {~~~;~~:~,~~ the 

all writs, executions, warrants, ,recognizances a.nd processes, return- ~~~.cted Ily thi, 

.:1ble to rla.id justices when this .act takes effect, sha'}l be returnable 
to them in like tnmmer as if it had not tn,ken effect; and said 

justices slmllluwe full power and authority to grant execution and 
to carry into effect :my judgment rendered by them, and to complete 

,nn processeD cOlIlmenced by 01' before them, in the same manuel' us 
they might have done had not this act been passed. 

t~E(JT. 17. For the 1)UI'I)OSC of holding elections,. sai(l <City sha,ll Wards, divi,ion 
, (J and regulation of 

be divided into seven wards, to contain .as neal' as conveniently may 
he, ,1.11 etlun,} number Df leg·a.l voters,' and it shall he the duty of the When to be 

reviewed and 

{lity council once in ten yours, and not oftener thall five years, to altered. 

review, and if it he needful, to alter said wards, in such a manner 
.as to preserve as nearly as may be, :loll equal number of legnl Jloters 
in each. In each .of said wards, there slmll :1nnually, on the second ~~~\;~cn aml 

Monchy of' March, be chosen by ballot, a warden and clerk, who 
,shall hold their offices for one year a.nd until others shall have been 
chosen and qualified in their pla,ces. Sttid wa.rden and clerk shall 
he sworn to the faithful performance of their respective .d>uties, by 
n,ny justicB of the pe:1ce of said ci.ty, or by the person presiding in 
sn.ic1 ward meeting, 01' by the clerk ,of said wards, and a certificate 
,of such oaths haying been administered, sh:111 be entered by the 
clerl~ on the records of the ward. The warden shall preside at all Duties of warden 

ward meetings, wi.th the power of moderators of town meetings; u,nd 
if at an]T meeting the warden should not he pl'esent, the clerk of 
such 1{arcL shall call the meeting to order and preside until a, warden 
pro Gem. shall be chosen. If neither of .them should be present, 
any leg:11 voter in the ward lIlay preside until a clerk pro tem. 
&lmll be chosen n,nd qualified. The clerk shall record all the Duties of clerk. 

proceedings and certify the votes given, and deliver over to his 
successor in office, all such records and journals, together with all 
other documents :1ncl l)apers held by him in said capacity. The Assistant 

wardens. 

inhabitants of each ward may choose two persons to assist the 
warden ill receiving, sorting and countiI[g the votes. The list of k~~er8, list of, 

the nn,mes of:' the legal voters ill each ward shall be prepared by the 
~lssessors :Lllll bmtrd of aldermen, :1ssisted by the wardens, in the 
same manner and under the sa.me restrictions as a.re imposed by 
the bws of this state on the assessors and selectmen of tOWIlS; :1nd Ward meetings, 

. how caUed. 

alll'eguhl' W<lord meetingB shall be notified a,nd called by the mayor 
.!lnd aldermen, .in ,the manner prescribed by.the laws of .this state 
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for ,notifying and calling town meetings by the selectmen, of the' 
several towns, excepting that ward meetings for the election of' 
mayor after the second trial, may be caHed within the time pro" 
vided in such cases in this act. 

SECT. 18. Tho mayor shall be eleoted from the citizens at large) 
by the inhabitants of the oity, voting in their respeotive wards; one 
alderman and three common counoilmen shall be eleoted by eaoh 
ward, being residents in the wards where eleoted; all said officers 
shall be elected by ballot, by a majority of the votes given, and 
shall hold their offioes one year from the third Monday in Maroh, 
and until others slmll be eleoted in their plttoes. 

SECT. 19. At the annual election holden for ohoioe of mayor 
and aldermen, the qualified electors in each ward shall by ballot 
elect a constable, who shall be denominated city constable, with all' 
the powers, duties and liabilities appertaining to the office of 
constable. 

SECT. 20. On the second Monchy of March, annnally, imme~ 
diately after a warden and clerk shall have been elected and sworn,. 
the qualified electors of each ward shall ballot for a nmyor, one 
alderman and three common councilmen; all the votes given fo1' 
the said several officers respectively, shall be sorted, counted, 
doclared and registered in open ward meeting, by causing the names, 
of the persons voted for, and the !lumber of votes given to each, to, 
be written on the ward record at length. The ward clerk within. 
twenty-foul' hours after such election, shaH deliver to. the persons, 
elected aldermen and common councilmen, certificates of their elec­
tion, and shaD fortllWjth deliver to, the city clerk a certified copy of' 
the record of snch election; provided, however, thD,t if the choice 
of aldermen and common councilmen cannot conveniently be offected 
011 that day, the meeting may be adjourned from day to day to, 
complete such election, If on the second balloting for any alder­
man, common councilman, constable, warden 01' clerk, a choice shall: 
not be effected by a majority vote, then the persons, receiving the 
highest number of votes for any of those offices at the subsequent 
trial shall be declared elected; if no one shall then have such highost 
number, the balloting shall be continued from day to day, until a 
choice is thus effected, 1'he board of n,ldel'men shall as soon as, 
convoniently ma,y be, oxamine the copies of the records of the sev-· 
oral wards, certified as aforesaid, and shall cause the person who, 
slmll have been elected mayor, by a majority of votes given in all' 
the wa,rds, to be notified in writing of his election; but if it shall 
appoar that no person shall have been elected, or if the person 
elected shall refuse to accept the office, the SD,id board ShDJI iss ue 
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their warrants for another election; and in case the citizens should OHAP. 408. 
fail on a second ballot to elect a mayor, the said board shall again 
issue their warrant for a third election, to be held not less than 
three nor more than four chtys thereafter; at which election the 
candidate having the greatest number of votes shall be declared 
elected and notified as aforesaid; if no one shall then have such 
number, further elections shall in the same manner be ordered, till 
a choice shall be made, by some one having the highest number of 
votes; and in Case of a vacancy in the office of mayor, by death, 
resignation or otherwise, it shall be filled for the remainder of the 
term by a new election, in the manner hereinbefore provided for the 
choice of said officer; and in the meantime the president pro tem-
pore of the board of aldermen shall perform the duties of mayor. 

Pl'oceetliogs in 
case of vacancy 
by death, l'csig" 
nation, &0. 

The oath prescribed by this act shall be administered to the mayor Oaths, how 
administered. 

by the city clerk, or any justice of the peace in said city, The 
aldermen and common councilmen elect, shall on the third Monday 
of March, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, meet in convention, 
when the oath required by the second section of this act, shall be ;,~~~~n adminis 

administered to the members of the two boards present, by the 
mayor or any justice of the peace, and thereupon the two boards 
shall separate, and the board of common council shall be organized 
by the election of a president and clerk. 

SECT. 21. The Gity clerk shall be the clerk of the board of City clerk, 
further duties of. 

aldermen; he shall perform slwh duties as shall be prescribed by 
the board of aldermen or common council; and shall perform all 
duties, and exercise all the powers by law incumbent upon, or vested 
in the town clerk of the town of Biddeford; he shall give notice in 
one or two of the papers printed in said city of the time and place 
of regular ward meetings; but the place of regular ward meetings, 
and also the day and hour, when not fixed by law, shall be deter-
mined by the board of aldermen. The board of aldermen may, in Mayor, absence 

of. 
the absence of the mayor, choose a president pro tempore, who shall 
preside at joint meetings of the two boards. Each board shall keep Recorda, how 

kept. 
a record of its proceedings, and judge of the election of its own 
members; and in case of failure of election, or vacancy by death, 
resignation or otherwise, may order new elections. A quorum for Quorum to trans­

net business. 
the transaction of business, shall in each board consist of a majority 
of the members thereof; all meetings of the aldermen a.ncl common Meetings of the 

board to be 
council, and all meetings of the two boa,rds in convention, shall be public. 

open and public, and the presiding officer of each of them shall have 
the power of moderators of town meetings. At either of said Yote may be 

taken by yefis 
meetings, when any two members shall request it, the vote shall be find nays. 

taken by yeas and nays, which shall be recorded by the clerk. 
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CITY OF BIDDEFORD. 

SECT. 22. General meetings of the citizens, qualified to vote in 
city affairs, may, from time to time be held to consult upon tlJe 
public good: to instruct their representatives, and to take all lawful 
measures to obtain redress of any grievances according to the right 
secured to the people by the constitution of this State; and such 
meetings may, and shall be duly warned by the mayor and aldermen, 
upon the requisition of thirty qualified voters of said city. 

SECT. 23. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of the town of 
Biddeford, as soon as may be, after this act shall have beell accepted, 
as hereinafter provided, to cause a division of said town to be made 
into seven wards, in such manner as to include, ~~s nearly ~LS con­
veniently may be, consistently with well defined limits to each ward, 
an equal number of voters in each ward. 

SECT. 24. For the purpose of organizing the system of govern­
ment hereby established, and putting the same in operation, in the 
first instttnce, the selectmell of the town, for the time being, shall 
seasonably, before the second Monday of March, next after the 
acceptance of this charter, issue their warrants for calling meetings 
of the said citizens at such place ::Ll1c1 hoUl' upon said da,y, as they 
sha'!l think expedient, for the purpose of choosing a warden and 
clerl, for each ward, and also to give their. votes for t\ mayor to be 
takon from the city at large, and one aldermen and three common 
councilmen, and one constable, for each ward; ·the transcript of the 
records of each ward specifying the votes given for mayor, one 
alderman and three common councilmen, and one constable, certified 
by the warden and 'llerk of such ward, shall at said first election, 
be retul'lled to the said selectmen of the said town of Biddeford, 
whose duty it shall be to examine and compare the 4 same i and in 
case said elections shall not be completed at the first election, then 
to issue a new warrant until such election shall be completed 
according to the provisions of this a.ct; and to give notice thereof in 
the manner hereinbefore directed, to the severnl persons elected. 
And at said first meeting, any inhabitant of said ward, being a legal 
YO tel', may call the citizens to order a.ncl preside until a warden 
sha.!l have been chosen; and at said first meeting a list of voters in 
each ward, prepared and corrected by the selectmen of the town of' 
Diddeford, for the time being, shall be delivered to the clerk of 
each ward when elected, to be used as provided by the law in town 
meetings; and it shall be the duty of the city council in convention, 
immediately after their first organization, to elect by ballot, a city 
clerk and all other necessary city officers, who shall hold their 
ofliccs respectively until others are chosen and qualified in their 
places. 



AUGUSTA AND HALLOWELL GAS LIGII'l.' COc\1PANY, <153 

SECT, 25, This act shaJl tltke effect and be in full force when OHAP. 409. 
the sn,me slmll Imve been accepted by the inhn,bitn,nts of sn,id town Act, ,vhen to 

tal{e effect. 
qualified to vote in town aflitirs, at n, legal town meeting called for 
that purpose, at [tny time after this act shall be approved by the 
gOITel'llOr; prulJ'icled, it shall be accepted within five years from PI'oviso. 

the passage of this n,ct, but not more than one meeting, for that 
purpose, shn,ll be called in the same yen,r; and at such meeting the 
inhabitants of sa,id town slum vote by a written ballot; those in 
favor of accepting this [tct luwing on the ballot the word '~yes," 
and those opposed lmving on the ba.llot the word" no;" and if a 
majority of all the ballots received [tre in favor of accepting the 

Vole on the 
Ilcceptance of 
city charter, 
how taken. 

same, it shall then become [t h1,w [tnd take effect, And it shall be ~:~ieJ;~g~ ~rJ~o 
the duty of the clerk of said town to file a, copy of the record of the cily clm'k, &0. 

vote of st1,id town, [tccepting the same, with the clerk of the city of 
8idrleford, when elected, who 3h[tll transcribe such copy into the 
reco1'(13 of the city, and such record shall be conclusive evidence 
that this act has been accepted. 

SEo'r. 26. All [tcts and pm'ts of <tcts inconsistent with the pro- Inconsistent acts 
l'epealed. 

visions of this t1,ct, are hereby repealed, from and after the time 
when this act shall have been accepted a.s aforesaid, and the new 
system of government organized, afl herein provided. 

[Appro"ed l!'ebru[Lry 1, 18,,),] 

A,' act co incorporate ~hc Augusta., ancl Hallowell Gas Light Compa.ny. 

Be it enacted by the Senate (tncZ House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SEOT. 1. The members of the Augusta Gas Light Oompany Union of tho 

1 f h II 11 11 G L
· 0 Augusta and 

anc the members 0 t e .. a, owe Tas 19ht ompany, with their Hallowell Gas 
, LightCompanle~. 

associates, successors and assigns, a,re hereby constituted a body 
politic and corporate by the name of the Augusta and Hallowell Gas Corporate name. 

Light Company, and [tre vested with all the powers and privileges, Pow""" priT-
ileges, &c. 

and shall be subject to n.ll the restrictions and liabilities of the 
Augusta (iu,s Light Oompany and the Hallowell Gas Light Oompany. 

SECT. 2. vVhenever the Augusta Gas Light CompanJ u,nd the FJl'stmeeting. 

Hallowell Gu,s Light OompalJY slmll hn,vo agreed upon n,nd deter­
mined the terms upon which they will unite the said corporations, 
and consent to organize under this act at meetings duly called fo1' 
that purpose, u,nd by u, ummimous vote or consent of the members 
of each corporation; then the clerks of eu,ch of said corporations' 


